
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting 
 
To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential protections to 
Van Buren Township residents; Van Buren Township’s scheduled regular Environmental Commission 
meetings beginning May 27th, 2020 will be conducted remotely in compliance with the State of 
Michigan Governor’s Executive Orders regarding remote public meetings until further notice.  
 
For this agenda: 
 
Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/98897611396?pwd=cEh1SjR0b2ZiTzQ3dnc1Qm1sY1FrUT09 
Webinar ID: 
988 9761 1396  
Passcode (If needed): 917534 
Call in #'s: 
1 929 436 2866,,98897611396#  
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  
Acting Chairman DeBuck _____   Commissioner Merritt   _____  
Commissioner Ross  _____   Commissioner Creal  _____  
Vacancy    _____   Board Representative Martin  _____  
Commissioner Gibson  _____   Executive Assistant Renaud _____  
Director Best   _____  Recording Secretary Murphy _____ 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
1. July 15, 2020 Minutes  
 
COMMUNICATIONS  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
1. Election of Officers 

https://zoom.us/j/98897611396?pwd=cEh1SjR0b2ZiTzQ3dnc1Qm1sY1FrUT09


2. NPDES Permit 
3. Parks and Recreation Opportunities  
4. Open discussion other new items. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENT 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
** If  you  are unable to a t tend, p lease con tact  Dev elopm en tal Serv ices  a t  699- 8913 
before noon  on  J anuary  20, 2021** 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
Environmental Commission  

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT 

 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential 
protections to Van Buren Township residents; the meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Brownlee at 7:00 p.m. via Virtual Meeting: 
 

ROLL CALL: 
Present:  David Brownlee (Chairperson), Norm DeBuck (Vice Chairperson), Peter Creal, 
Benjamin Ross, and Trustee Paul White (Board Representative) 
Absent:  Tony Gibson (excused) and Ronald Merrit II (excused) 
Staff: Matthew Best (Public Services Director), Elizabeth Renaud (Executive Assistant), and 
Deanna Murphy (Recording Secretary). 
Additional Present:  None. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Director Best clarified that last month’s meeting minutes on tonight’s agenda to be approved 
are for June 17, 2020; not June 15. 
 
Motion Commissioner Creal, Second Commissioner DeBuck to approve July 15, 2020 Meeting 
Agenda as amended. Motion Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF JUNE 17, 2020 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES: 
Chairperson Brownlee corrected the Roll Call from the June 17, 2020 Environmental 
Commission Meeting Minutes. Commissioners Gibson and DeBuck were not present. 
 
Motion Commissioner Ross, Second Trustee White to approve the Meeting Minutes of June 17, 
2020 as amended. Motion Carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

1. French Landing Dam (Follow Up) 
Director Best provided the following answers to questions posed from the June 17th 
meeting. 
A. The Ford Dam is owned by Ypsilanti Township and was constructed in 1932. Ypsilanti 

Township maintains and manages this hydro dam located on Ford Lake. 
B. The maintenance work including rip rap has been completed. 

 
Commissioner DeBuck asked if the French Landing Dam is a clay/soil embankment. 
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Director Best explained that it is a clay basin. Since the soil consists of a lot of sand, rock 
and other natural hard surfaces, it has been set to support the earth and berm. The 
French Landing Dam’s berm is much wider than most dams. Two trucks can drive side-
by-side on it whereas most others are only a third in size. It is in good working order. 
 

2. Resignation of Chairperson Brownlee 
Chairperson Brownlee announced that after 34 years serving on the Environmental 
Commission, he humbly is stepping down so he and his wife can move to be closer to 
family. He has lived in Van Buren Township for 65 years. During his tenure, he has been 
fortunate to meet a lot of great people who share his passion for the environment. As 
Vice Chairperson, Commissioner DeBuck will take over the responsibilities of 
Chairperson until the October elections. He further thanked the Commission for their 
continued support with health and welfare of Van Buren Township. 
 
Trustee White thanked Chairperson Brownlee on behalf of the Commission for providing 
outstanding service to the community as well as the battles fought to help create a 
better environment for Van Buren Township. It will be a difficult job replacing 
Chairperson Brownlee with the amount of knowledge he has and service given.  
 
On behalf of the Township, staff and its community, Director Best thanked Chairperson 
Brownlee for his outstanding years of service. We further read a gratitude letter from 
the Township Supervisor’s office and presented a plaque of appreciation from the 
Commission and Township for 34 years of dedication and commitment serving the Van 
Buren Township Environmental Commission (1986 – 2020). 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Open Discussion other new items 
 
Director Best cautioned that Michigan health officials are reminding residents to 
continue following “Do Not Eat” and “Avoid Foam” advisories for the Huron River and 
connected waterbodies. Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
announced that you should avoid eating fish from the Huron River and several 
connected waterbodies (including Ford and Belleville Lakes), and avoid foam on 
Michigan lakes and rivers known to have perfluoralkyl substances (PFAS) in the water. 
Both of these advisories will remain in effect until scientific evidence indicates advisories 
are no longer necessary. PFAS are not absorbed easily through the skin, but it is advised 
to rinse off as soon as possible if you come in contact with the foam. Also, do not allow 
pets to come in contact with or swallow the foam. 
 
Also, as weather and water temperatures rise and wind speeds reduce, conditions could 
be right for phosphorus-induced toxic algae bloom, which happened two years ago 
resulting in the closure of the lake.  Usually, the blue-green algae is a nuisance rather 
than a hazard, but it is also advised to avoid contact with it. If an algae bloom pops up in 
the lake, which resembles white paint, avoid it. 
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Chairperson Brownlee confirmed that he has seen clumps of algae forming in the lake, 
which is typical since there has not been a lot of rainfall. Also, he has spotted some 
milfoil plants in the lake as well, which is starting to become an issue and the state may 
label milfoil as an invasive species. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS:  
None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion Commissioner Creal, Commissioner DeBuck second to adjourn at 7:02 p.m.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deanna Murphy 
Recording Secretary 



BYLAWS 
 

VAN BUREN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

The Van Buren Township Board of Trustees, on April 5, 1983, formally approved the formation 
of a permanent Environmental Commission, created by consolidation of the consenting members 
of the former Van Buren Lake Commission and the former Landfill Commission.  The following 
bylaws were approved by the Van Buren Township Board of Trustees at their regular meeting of 
February 6, 2007. 
 
On March 19, 1991 the Board of Trustees voted to combine the Recycling and Solid Waste 
Committee and Environmental Commission.  The Board also voted to expand the number of 
members from five to eight.  
 
On December 21, 1993 the Board of Trustees voted to establish a non-voting position on the 
commission for a Belleville High School student.  This and previous amendments are now 
reflected in the bylaws. 
 
On February 6, 2007 the Board of Trustees voted to reduce the number of members from eight 
(8) to seven (7) and adjust the required quorum from (5) to four (4) to help ensure the 
Commission meets quorum and to be consistent with other Commissions and Committees at the 
Township. 
 

ARTICLE I – NAME 
 

The name of the organization shall be Van Buren Environmental Commission. 
 

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the commission shall be to act as an advisory body and recommending body to 
the Board of Trustees on all matters pertaining to the environment in and surrounding Van Buren 
Township.  This shall include, but not limited to, matters concerning Belleville Lake and the 
Landfill. 
 

ARTICLE III – COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Van Buren Environmental Commission shall consist of seven (7) voting members each 
appointed by the Board of Trustees, upon the recommendation of the Supervisor.  Each member 
shall be appointed for a term of 3 years, which will be staggered, and will continue to serve and 
perform until his successor is appointed.  Successors will be appointed at the discretion of the 
Board.  The Commission’s seven (7) voting members shall be comprised of 6 representatives 
from the community and 1 member of Van Buren Township Board of Trustees. One secretary 
who may or may not be a member of the Commission shall keep and distribute the minutes of 
meetings.  Terms shall commence on January 1st.   
 

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION 
 

The elective officers of the commission shall be Chair, and Vice-Chair.  Officers will be elected, 
by a majority vote, at the first meeting held in October of each year, and their new term shall  



 
commence January 1st, allowing for a smooth completion of the annual report.  Such other 
officers as are deemed necessary for the conduct of business shall be appointed by the 
commission as required. 

 
ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 1. Chair 
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Commission and shall exercise the powers and 
duties conferred upon him through the bylaws.  He or she shall be a citizen member of the 
commission and not a member of the Board of Trustees, and shall enjoy the privilege of 
discussing all matters before the commission, and voting thereon. 

 
The Chair shall appoint such committees as are deemed necessary and authorized by the 
commission, and shall be an ex-officio member of all such committees. 

 
Section 2.  Vice-Chair 
The Vice-Chair shall be a citizen member of the Commission and shall preside and exercise all 
of the duties of the chair in his absence.  In the event both the Chair and Vice-Chair are absent, a 
Chair Pro-Term shall be elected by a majority of the Commission members present. 
 

ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS 
 
Section 1. 
All Commission meetings shall be open to the public, and all minutes shall be made matters of 
public record and placed on file in the Clerk’s office. 
 
Section 2. 
Regular Commission meeting dates and times shall be established annually by the members, 
approved by the Board of Trustees and duly posted.   
 
Section 3.  
Special meetings may be called by the Chair.  It shall be the duty of the Chair to call such a 
meeting when requested by a majority of Commission members. 
 
If any person or group requests a special meeting, the Township shall be reimbursed, by that 
person or group, for all necessary expenses incurred in connection with such special meeting, 
and the Commission may require the posting of a security deposit in such amount as would cover 
the anticipated expenses of such special meeting. 
 
Section 4. 
A quorum shall consist of four (4) voting members of the Commission. 
 
Section 5.  
A concurring vote of a majority of the members of the Commission present shall be necessary to 
pass on any matter. 
 
Section 6. 
All meetings will be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 



 
ARTICLE VII – PROCEDURE 

 
Section 1.  
All inquiries, requests, and other matters requiring action by the Commission shall be submitted 
in writing to the Township Clerk or Commission Secretary at least 15 days prior to the meeting 
of the Commission at which consideration is requested.  The requirements of this section can be 
waived by a majority vote of the members present. 
 
Section 2. 
When the Commission is called upon to hold a public hearing they shall do so in accordance 
with Public Law. 
 

ARTICLE VIII – ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

The Order of Business at regular meetings shall be as follows: 
 

1. Call to order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Acceptance of the Minutes of previous meeting 
5. Communications 
6. Unfinished Business 
7. New Business 
8. Adjournment 

 
ARTICLE IX – REPORTS  

 
The Commission shall submit to the Township Board of Trustees at the end of the year a written 
report of its prior year activities. 

 
ARTICLE X – EXPENDITURES 

 
All disbursements of monies will be made by the Township Treasurer after approval by the 
Township Board.  All Expenditures made by the Commission shall be included in the annual 
report. 

 
ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS 

 
These bylaws may be amended only by the Township Board of Trustees. 
 
I, Joannie D. Payne, Clerk of the Township of Van Buren, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true copy of the Bylaws of the Van Buren Environmental Commission adopted by the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees at the regular meeting held on February 6, 2007. 
 
________________________________ 
Joannie D. Payne, Clerk 










































































