
 

 

 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OCTOBER 6, 2015 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

              TENTATIVE AGENDA  
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Supervisor Combs  ____________      Trustee McClanahan  ____________ 

Clerk Wright   ____________      Trustee Miller    ____________ 

Treasurer Budd   ____________      Engineer Nummer   ____________ 

Trustee Hart   ____________      Attorney McCauley   ____________ 

Trustee Jahr   ____________      Secretary Montgomery  ____________ 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Work Study Session Minutes of September 14, 2015. 

2. Closed Session Minutes of September 14, 2015 

3. Regular Board Meeting Minutes of September 15, 2015. 

4. Prepaid List of September 18, 2015. 

5. Prepaid List of September 25, 2015. 

6. Prepaid List of October 1, 2015. 

7. Voucher List of October 6, 2015. 

8. Re-appointment of Donald Boynton and appointment of Ronald K. Jackson to the Planning Commission with 

terms to expire 10-1-2018. 

9. The appointment of David Senters to the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) with a term to expire 10-1-2018. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:   
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 1. Introduction of Pastor Ian Reed Twiss-Trinity Episcopal Church 
     

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. To consider approval of the second reading of Ordinance 9-15-15 to amend the Township Zoning Ordinance 

by rezoning Parcel V125-83-021-01-0006-001) from C-1 (General Business) to R-2A (Single Family 

Residential). 

2. To consider awarding the contract for paving repairs in the Walden Woods subdivision to Fiore Enterprises in 

the amount of $214,646.80 and to approve a 10% contingency, as recommended by the Township Engineer. 
 
 

REPORTS:  

1. August 2015 Budgetary Report 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

   

ADJOURNMENT: 



 

 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

WORK STUDY SESSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 

 

 

 

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. in the Sheldon Room. Present: Supervisor 

Combs, Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr, Trustee Miller and Trustee 

McClanahan. Others in Attendance Secretary Montgomery, DDA Director Ireland, Executive Assistant 

Clair, Attorney Vinson, Director of Planning and Economic Development Akers and an audience of four 

(4).  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: Discussion on the appointment of Leonard Armstrong to the Local Development 

Finance Authority (LDFA) with a term to expire August 12, 2019. Family health issues that affected 

attendance at meetings in the past have been resolved and Mr. Armstrong is committed to serving on the 

committee.  

 

Discussion on the re-appointment of Harlan Davenport to the Construction Code of Appeals Board with a 

term to expire 2-28-2017. Mr. Davenport is President of Davenport Construction. The Construction Board 

of Appeals only meets when the need arises.  

 

Discussion on Resolution 2015-36 to defer the review of applications pertaining to Medical Marijuana 

establishments. Continuation of the deferral allows the subcommittee to finalize their analysis and bring a 

recommendation to the Board.  Should an ordinance need to be created or revised the deferral also allows 

adequate time for preparation, processing and public notification. Current legislation appears stalled 

necessitating the need for municipalities to address this issue on a local level. 

 

Supervisor Combs spoke on audience comments during the non-agenda portion of the Board of Trustees 

meeting. She indicated Cindy Davis from the Michigan Township Association, in a telephone 

conversation, advised her that any and all comments were appropriate. The Board of Trustees meeting 

conduct policy, as amended, (Resolution 2013-05), and reviewed by Township counsel , indicates 

“comments by the public may include one’s name and address (preferred, but not required) or township 

residency, and be germane to Township business, meaning topics over which the Township Board has 

authority and which involves Township matters or Township services”. Due to the conflict further 

clarification will be sought.  

 

Trustee McClanahan requested an update on the Cobblestone Ridge subdivision. Director Akers stated 

that documentation of issues that remain unresolved will occur on September 15, 2015 and the Township 

will move forward with enforcement including securing of any unsecured areas.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Public comments included: Appreciation of the Boards intervention and vigilance in working towards a 

resolution of the issues associated with the Cobblestone Ridge subdivision and requested Board members 

involvement in the future growth and development of the Belleville Area District Library.  
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ADJOURNMENT: There being no further discussion, Jahr moved, Miller seconded to adjourn to Closed 

Session at 4:45 p.m. to discuss: attorney client written communication regarding litigation case #13-

14497 and ongoing Michigan Association of Fire Fighters (MAFF) contract negotiations. Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Combs, Budd, Wright, Hart, Jahr, McClanahan and Miller. Motion Carried. 

 

CLOSED SESSION:  

1. To discuss attorney client written communication regarding litigation case #13-14497 

2. To discuss ongoing Michigan Association of Fire Fighters (MAFF) contract negotiations. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: The Work Study Session was reconvened at 6:11 p.m. There being no further 

discussion Jahr moved, Miller seconded to adjourn the Work Study Session at 6:12 p.m. Motion Carried. 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

           

Leon Wright, Township Clerk       Date: _________________. 

 

 

             

Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor     Date: __________________. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 
 

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor Combs, 

Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr, Trustee McClanahan and Trustee Miller. Others 

in attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Planning and Economic Development Director Akers, and an 

audience of fifty-two (52).  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 

Carried. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Wright moved, Jahr seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. [Work 

Study Session Minutes of August 31, 2015; Regular Board Meeting Minutes of September 1, 2015; Prepaid 

List of September 3, 2015; Prepaid List of September 10, 2015; Voucher List of September 15, 2015; 

appointment of Leonard Armstrong to the Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) with a term to 

expire August 12, 2019 and the re-appointment of Harlan Davenport to the Construction Code of Appeals 

Board with a term to expire February 28, 2017.] Motion Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Clerk Wright presented awards to Election Inspectors who had served 15, 20, and 30 

years (and those who had passed). The individuals recognized have continuously supported the Clerk’s 

Office and the community through their commitment to the election process. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Resident commented on the removal and subsequent addition of Board action items 

on the consent agenda at a later date with lack of discussion by the Board or input from the public and 

expressed dissatisfaction with the wording on a board action narrative. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   Wright moved, Miller seconded to consider the first reading of Ordinance 9-15-15 to 

amend the Township Zoning Ordinance by rezoning parcel V125-83-021-01-0006-0001 from C-1 (General 

Business) to R-2A (Single Family Residential). Motion Carried. The parcel is located on Mott Rd. The 

applicant is requesting a change in the zoning to allow prospective buyers the opportunity to secure a 

conventional home mortgage which is not allowed under the current zoning. 

Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve Resolution 2015-36 to defer the review of applications pertaining 

to Medical Marijuana establishments for 6 months to expire April 7, 2016. Motion Carried. Continuation 

of deferral allows the subcommittee to finalize their analysis, allows time for preparation, processing and 

public notification for an ordinance, and time for tours of existing establishments in other communities.  

REPORTS: The July Budgetary Report was received and filed. A copy of the report is available for review 

at the Clerk’s Office. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Clerk Wright announced Absentee Ballot Applications have been mailed to registered 

voters on the Permanent Absentee Voter List. Any registered voter interested in voting via Absentee Ballot 
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may contact the Clerk’s office at 734-699-8909 or download the application from the Township website 

at www.vanburen-mi.org. 

Supervisor Combs apologized that she was in error when she indicated the Public Safety Millage could not 

be discussed during the Non Agenda portion of the meeting. Clarification was received by Township 

counsel and she had only referenced the Township Meeting Conduct Policy which is being reviewed due 

to the conflict. 

Resident commented regarding inappropriate use of the announcement portion of the meeting which he 

felt should be limited to announcement of Township activities or those by Civic or non-profit 

organizations. 

NON AGENDA: 

Two residents made comments that included: the need for Board members to stay focused and 

transparent regarding the Visteon bonds, budget, committee and commission appointments, plan “B” and 

the upcoming public safety millage; appreciation for receipt of requested documents in a timely manner; 

perceived lack of support for the Public Safety command unit by Board members; freedom of speech and 

requested to have more interaction by Board members with the public in a non-formal setting.  

ADJOURNMENT: Hart moved, Miller seconded to adjourn at 7:39 p.m. Motion Carried.   

 

______________________________    Date: _______________. 

Leon Wright, Township Clerk      

 

_______________________________      

Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor    Date: ________________. 

http://www.vanburen-mi.org/
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