
 

 

 

Town of Star Valley Ranch 
REGULAR TOWN MEETING 

May 13, 2025 
7:00 PM 

 
 

 
1. Call to Order, Roll Call of Councilmen, Statement of Quorum 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Reconvene Regular Meeting 
4. Adopt Agenda  
5. Announcements and Proclamations 

A. Kathy Buyers Proclamations 
6. Public Comment 

This section is reserved for comments from the public on items that are not otherwise included in this agenda. 
Public comments are limited to 3 minutes. As a general practice the Council does not discuss, debate, or act 
on issues raised, or comments made, under public comments. 

7. Adopt Consent Agenda 
All matters in this section are considered routine by the governing body and will be enacted in one motion 
unless removed from the consent agenda and considered separately by the Council. Public comments may 
be made. 

A. Approve minutes for April 8 Work Session, April 8 Regular Meeting, April 23 Work Session 
B. Community Board Appointments 
C. Disbursements 
D. Special Municipal Officer Report 
E. Lincoln County Sherriff Dispatch Report 

8. Ordinances 
A. Old Ordinances 

1. Ordinance 2025-03 Title III Administration Chapter 33 Town Organizations – 3rd reading 
2. Ordinance 2025-04 Title XV Land Usage Chapter 154 Zoning – 2nd reading 
3. Ordinance 2025-05 Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 – 2nd reading 

B. New Ordinances 
1. Ordinance 2025-06 Title XV Land Usage Chapter 150 Buildings – 1st reading 

9. Resolutions and Motions 
10. Public Hearing and Action Items 
11. Mayor and Council 
12. Adjournment 



Town of 

Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming 

Proclamation of Gratitude 

Mayor Kathleen Buyers 

Whereas, the Town of Star Valley Ranch wishes to acknowledge, recognize and express appreciation to 
Mayor Kathleen Buyers for her outstanding and dedicated service as a member of the Town of Star 
Valley Ranch Town Council from January 2015 to February 2025.  

Whereas, the Town of Star Valley Ranch wishes to acknowledge, recognize and express appreciation to 
Mayor Kathleen Buyers for her unwavering dedication and commitment during her time on the Town 
Council.  

Whereas, the Town of Star Valley Ranch and its citizens have greatly benefited from the background, 
institutional knowledge and community spirit shared by Mayor Kathleen Buyers.  

Whereas, the Town of Star Valley Ranch wishes to thank Mayor Kathleen Buyers for her work at Town 
Hall and her dedication to moving major water infrastructure projects forward.  

Now, therefore, I, Ruzena Rok, Mayor of the Town of Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming do hereby proclaim 
the Town’s sincere and honest gratitude to Mayor Kathleen Buyers for all her services rendered.  

In Witness whereof, I here unto set my hand this thirteenth day of May, in the year two thousand and 
twenty-five.  

 
 
_____________________________  
Ruzena Rok, Mayor 

 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
   Attest: Jamie Herd, Town Clerk  

 
 
 











 

 

 

Town of Star Valley Ranch 
REGULAR TOWN MEETING 

April 8, 2025 
7:00 PM 

 
 

 
1. Call to Order, Roll Call of Councilmen, Statement of Quorum 

• All council present plus Town Admin Aitken, Town Treasurer Mason and Town Clerk Gray 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Reconvene Regular Meeting 

• Councilman Bitter moved to reconvene the meeting, Councilman Ellis seconded, all ayes. 
4. Adopt Agenda as amended to add agenda item 9C – Conditional Use Permit 

• Councilman Toolson moved to adopt the amended agenda, Councilman Ellis seconded, all 
ayes. 

5. Announcements and Proclamations 
6. Public Comment 

• Judge Larry Lawton presented his municipal court report to the council. 
• Mr. Thacker wanted to thank the town for stopping the chlorination of the water system. 

7. Adopt Consent Agenda 
• Councilman Merrill moved to adopt the consent agenda, Councilman Bitter seconded, all 

ayes. 
A. Approve minutes for March 11 Work Session, March 11 Regular Meeting, March 26 Work Session 
B. Community Board Appointments 

1. Dan Stewart – Water Utility Board - 2027 
C. Disbursements 
D. Special Municipal Officer Report 

8. Ordinances 
A. Old Ordinances 

• Councilman Toolson moved to approve the ordinances by title and explanation, Councilman 
Merrill seconded, all ayes. 

1. Ordinance 2025-03 Title III Administration Chapter 33 Town Organizations – 2nd reading 
• Councilman Toolson presented the ordinance and moved to approve, Councilman Merrill 

seconded, all ayes. 
• Mrs. Willis asked if the expert advice person would receive compensation for their advice, 

which they would not. 
B. New Ordinances 

1. Ordinance 2025-04 Title XV Land Usage Chapter 154 Zoning – 1st reading 
• Councilman Ellis presented the ordinance and moved to approve, Councilman Bitter 

seconded, all ayes. 
• Mrs. Willis said the wording should be “may” be roof mounted not “can” and said the wording 

for “undue hardships” should be clarified to be less vague. She also said that “local code” 
should be specified and the pole mount heights should be defined. She also said “should” for 



the watts should be “shall.” Mrs. Willis asked if there would be a fee for connecting to any 
future sewer systems and asked that that language be added. 

2. Ordinance 2025-05 Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 – 1st reading 
• Councilman Bitter presented the ordinance and moved to approve, Councilman Ellis 

seconded, all ayes. 
9. Resolutions and Motions 

A. Travel & Tourism Lodging Tax Grant Application (Friends of Bridger-Teton) 
• Councilman Toolson presented the grant application and moved to approve, Councilman 

Merrill seconded, 4 ayes, one abstention (TE) 
• Mrs. Willis asked if our grant will be a portion of the total with other towns contributing, but 

this grant will be the total sponsorship and the other towns will sponsor additional. 
B. Resolution 25-04-08-001 – Moratorium on Cryptocurrency Mining Operations 

• Councilman Merrill read the resolution and moved to approve, Council Toolson seconded, all 
ayes. 

C. Conditional Use Permit Application – Viking Development 
• Mayor Rok presented the information on the conditional use application and read the town’s 

conditions for approval.  
• Councilman Bitter moved to approve the conditional use permit, Councilman Toolson 

seconded, all ayes. 
10. Public Hearing and Action Items 

A. Plat Amendment – Plat 6 Lots 89 & 90 
• Clerk Gray read the recommendation from the Planning Commission. Councilman Toolson 

moved to approve, Councilman Merrill seconded, all ayes. 
11. Mayor and Council 

• Councilman Merrill spoke about still searching for volunteers for the Roads Advisory Board, 
they will be holding an informal meeting on April 15 at 6pm. 

• Councilman Ellis spoke about the NRB Trails group looking for volunteers with an 
advertisement in the mail center. 

• Mayor Rok spoke about the Planning Commission having a meeting on April 9 at 5pm. 
12. Adjournment at 7:45pm. 

• Councilman Ellis moved to adjourn, Councilman Bitter seconded, all ayes. 



 

Town of Star Valley Ranch 
Town Council Work Session 

Wednesday, April 23, 2025 – 8:00 AM 

  
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

• All Council members were present including Town Administrator Aiken, Town 
Treasurer Mason, Billing Clerk Herd, Building Official Cazier 

2. Approve the Agenda (motion) 
• Council member Wade Bitter moved to approve the agenda and Council Member 

Ellis seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
3. Discussion Items 

a. Administration Update 
• Middle Branch bridge looks good 
• Hardman Bridge: 5 parts should be delivered 4/23/2025 
• Avail Construction will be here on the 28th for the water kick off project. 
• Silverstar starting fiber May 15th 
• Scada system went offline unexpectedly. Public Works is trying to figure out why. 

Waiting for the new Scada company to work with regarding the issue. 
• Generator: first response and green canyon generator up and running next week.  

Contract signed with Kolar to be maintained.  
• Property owner with existing meter wants the meter removed.  The cost to 

remove the meter was discussed. Boyd Siddoway suggested if customers want it 
put back in, they should be charged the full tap fee.  Councilman Ellis stated in 
ordinance 50.01 we can set the cost to remove the meter.  

• Town owned property on East Forest was discussed.  Concerns mentioned about 
residents disagreeing with public works there.  Suggested pros and cons be 
drafted so a decision can be made.  

• Discussion on water loss and the idea of the capital improvement project as an 
option to help with this.  Meters have an approximate service life of 10 years.  
When they age, they typically under report.  It will cost approximately $200 a 
meter which will be approximately $280,000 for the town.  Suggested getting a 
plan put together to address this in sections and implement new meters.  
Fergeson is coming on the 8th of May to give an assessment.   

• Elkhorn resident has requested to tap into our water system.  Discussion was 
made about what our obligation is for the water supply there.  The town attorney 
is looking into this to verify.     



• Suggested holding off on asphalt for Vista and plat 20 with consideration of the 
new water tank coming. Council member Toolson was concerned about the 
residents not understanding the delay on asphalt on Vista.  

• Emphasis on having the Town Council do an ordinance overhaul.  Residents 
have been challenging the contradiction of the ordinances because they have not 
been kept up to date.  Mayor Rok suggested each council member take a 
section.  

• The Budget. The Town Administrator suggested adding $280,000 for new meters 
for residents.  We will also need a new software system for this.  Third reading, 
they will discuss adding the proposed $280,000.  First response and park 
development will be left blank on budget until 3rd reading and in the meantime the 
Town Administrator will try to get estimates of sprinkler/soil/sod pricing.   

 
b. Appointment of Temporary Town Clerk (motion) 
• No official Town Clerk as of today. Mayor Rok suggested advertising to fill the 

position.  Given the duties the Town Clerk must perform in the meantime, the 
Mayor suggested appointing Ms. Jamie Herd as Town Clerk for a 60-day time 
period while a permanent replacement is sought. Councilman Taylor Ellis 
motioned, and Councilman Toolson seconded.  Mayor Rok, Councilman Ellis, 
Toolson, and Bitter, ayes, and Councilman Merrill abstained.   

 
c. Budget, Second Reading Review 
• Second reading of budget.  Councilman Bitter discussed there was some 

reduction in the income and an increase in the expenses.  During the budget 
discussion Boyd Siddoway discussed what he felt was the importance of moving 
forward with the surplus money and changing water meters now verses waiting 
until next year’s budget.  Capital was adjusted because there was a lease payout 
on machinery also some adjustments for water upgrades and improvements that 
needed addressed.  The Council deliberated at length on budget capital projects, 
particularly regarding paving Vista and Plat 20.  For the second budget reading 
the council agreed to take bus stops out and to remove the Vista project 
(however, the latter will be revisited prior to the final reading). The Council also 
decided to keep paving of plat 20 in the budget for this reading.    

d. New Proposed Building Permits (solar, remodel, pools & hot-tubs) 
• Remodel permit application: The Council wants it to be more specific and more 

defined before moving forward with this permit.  Questions included what defines 
remodel permit vs. structural.  Building Official Cazier explained that basement 
remodels or finishes have no inspections currently and they would include 
typically an electrical, mechanical, plumbing and at times a structural inspection.  
Discussed fee of $350. 



• Solar permit application: Currently solar panels are allowed on roofs and Building 
Official Cazier stated in the State of Wyoming, a town cannot deny access to 
solar.  The town can, however, define the requirements for solar they will allow.  
Councilmen Bitter and Merrill did not agree with pole-mounted solar installations.  
The Council agreed a solar permit should move forward; however, they would 
like to review the ordinance to make sure it will match the application.  Fee was 
not determined. 

• Pool and hot tub permit application: The Council did not approve a hot tub permit 
but agreed with a pool permit.  Agreed on a $150 fee.  It was discussed we do 
not do inspections for things we do not have a permit for because it could be a 
liability.     

4. Matters from the Mayor and Council 
• Councilman Ellis: Stated the NRB is very active with dark sky and wants 

emphasis on this.  They feel the Town is in violation of dark skies parameters 
because of the south facing lights at the Public Works Facility.  They would like 
PW to address this.  

• Councilman Bitter: Requested the Travel & Tourism board discuss if money is 
going to be spent and to let him know for the budget.  It was stated that NRB and 
T &T boards were planning to get together to discuss the town celebration. 

• Councilman Merrill: Suggested the Town offer a Town workshop in the evening 
for other residents to be able to attend.  It was agreed the next meeting will be on 
May 28th at 6pm.  She feels the water rates need to be addressed and wants all 
to be charged the same rate.  Lots of discussion of pros and cons was discussed 
but no decision was made.  The Council relitigated the pros and cons of work 
done in 2024 by the Water Rates Committee, however, ultimately made no 
decision on rate changes.   

• Councilman Toolson: Asked how much the Mayor and Councilman Merrill wanted 
to be involved with the Ranch Rendezvous Market.  The Mayor stated she would 
not be involved with this season’s market and that the effort was Councilman 
Merrill’s to lead.  Councilman Merrill stated she will attend the next T&T Board 
meeting.   

• Mayor Rok: She is continuing to work on the Council Rules and Procedures 
Handbook and once the content is agreed upon the Council will vote to adopt it.  
The Lincoln County Semi Quincentennial event information was sent to the Star 
Valley Ranch Association.  The Mayor discussed Jester’s Legacy and that they 
requested the Town to serve as a test case for a special order to prohibit trapping 
on local trails.  The Mayor emphasized the importance of the Council keeping 
things professional regarding discussions, comments made, or interactions that 
concern town staff and that any personnel issues discussed during Council 
Executive Sessions cannot be shared.  Sharing such information with anyone to 



include residents outside of the Executive Session forum is a violation of the law 
and also reflects poorly on the Town.    

5. Adjourn (motion) 
• Councilman Merrill motioned to adjourn, and Councilman Toolson seconded, all 

ayes.  The meeting adjourned at 11:15 am.    
 

 
 

*Please silence cell phones during the work session* 

 















Town of Star Valley Ranch 
Special Municipal Officer 

4/01/2025 4/30/2025 

 

Animal Complaint 
 

5 
Water Shut-off 0 

Building & Zoning 0 Meter Pit Tampering 0 

Road Right-of-Way 1 LCSO Assist 0 

Snow Complaint 0 Fire Prevention\open fire 2 

Nuisance Comp. 0 Stop work order 0 

Road damage 0 Animal Impound 0 

STR Complaint 1 Other 0 

Verbal Warnings                                 1 

Written Warnings 3 

Citations                                 5    



Star Valley Ranch 

3/1/25 to 3/31/25 

Citations 0 
Warnings 1 

CFS/Law Incidents 10 
Special Patrol 39 

 

 

Animal Problem  Abandoned Vehicle  
Agency Assist  Alarms  
Assault  Auto Accident  
Burglary  Animal problem  
Citizen Assist  Citizen Dispute 2 
Civil standby 1 Controlled Burn  
Child abuse  Alcohol problem  
Controlled Substance  Disturbance 1 
Custodial Interference  Domestic Violence  
Drugs  Dead body  
e911  Harassing  
Intoxication  Field contact  
Fraud  Littering  
Information  Lost/Found Property  
Juvenile Problem  Parking problem  
Lost/Found Animal 1 Public relations  
Motor assist  Medical  
Reckless driving  Warrant 1 
Search & Rescue  School assist  
REDDI  Suspicious 2 
Theft  Threatening  
Traffic 1 Vin inspection 1 
Welfare check  Weapon offense  
Trespassing  Vandalism  
Utility problem  VIN Stamp  

 



Star Valley Ranch 

4/1/25 to 4/30/25 

Citations 0 
Warnings 0 

CFS/Law Incidents 14 
Special Patrol 38 

 

 

Animal Problem  Abandoned Vehicle  
Agency Assist 1 Alarms  
Assault  Auto Accident  
Burglary  Animal problem 1 
Citizen Assist 1 Citizen Dispute  
Civil standby  Controlled Burn  
Child abuse  Alcohol problem  
Controlled Burn 1 Disturbance  
Custodial Interference  Domestic Violence  
Drugs  Dead body  
e911 1 Harassing  
Intoxication  Field contact  
Fraud 1 Littering  
Information  Lost/Found Property  
Juvenile Problem 1 Parking problem  
Lost/Found Animal  Public relations  
Motor assist  Medical 3 
Reckless driving  Warrant  
Search & Rescue  School assist  
REDDI  Suspicious 1 
Theft  Threatening  
Traffic 3 Vin inspection  
Welfare check  Weapon offense  
Trespassing  Vandalism  
Utility problem  VIN Stamp  

 














































