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Arficle 1 B TITLE AND PURPOSE

SECTION 1.1 SHORT TITLE

This ordinance shall be known as the "Tittabawassee Township Zoning Ordinance."

SECTION 1.2 PURPOSE

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be minimum requirements adopted for the
promotion of the public health, safety and general welfare. Among other purposes, such
provisions are intended to provide for adequate light, air, and convenience of access to secure
safety from fire and other dangers, to avoid undue concentration of population by regulating and
limiting the height and bulk of buildings, limiting and determining the size of yards, courts, and
other open spaces, regulating the density of population and regulating and restricting the
location of uses and buildings.

SECTION 1.3 INTENT

This Ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair or interfere with
existing provisions of other laws or ordinances, except those specifically repealed by this
Ordinance or of any private restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed, or other
private agreement. Where this ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of
buildings or premises or upon the heights of buildings or lot coverage, or requires greater lot
areas, or larger yards, courts, or other open spaces than are imposed or required by such
existing provisions of law or ordinance, or by such rules, regulations or permits, or by such
private restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control.

SECTION 1.4 PRIOR REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

The adoption of this Ordinance does not nullify or make void any previous judgments and
agreements between the Township and a property owner or agent under any zoning ordinance
in effect before the adoption of this Ordinance nor does it nullify the requirements and standards
that were applied in any particular instance under a zoning ordinance in effect before the
adoption of this Ordinance.

SECTION 1.5 AUTHORITY

Tittabawassee Township, Saginaw, Michigan, pursuant to the authority vested in it by Act 110 of
Public Acts of the State of Michigan for 2006, as amended, hereby amends the “Tittabawassee
Township Zoning Ordinance” to read as follows:

Rev. 2020-1 1-1
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Arficle 2 B DEFINITIONS

SECTION 2.1 GENERAL

When not inconsistent with the context, words in the present tense include the future tense,
words used in the singular number include the plural number and words used in the plural
number include the singular. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory.
The word "building" includes the word "structure" or vice versa. Terms not herein defined shall
have the meaning customarily assigned to them.

SECTION 2.2 SPECIFIC TERMS

For the purpose of this section the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning.

1. ABANDONMENT The cessation of activity in, or use of a dwelling structure, or lot, other
than that which would normally occur on a seasonal basis, for a period of twelve (12)
months or longer.

2. ABOVE GROUND LEVEL (AGL) A measurement of height from the natural grade of a
site to the highest point of a structure.

3. ABUTTING Having property or district line in common e.g., two lots are abutting if they
have property lines in common.

4. ACCELERATED SOIL EROSION The increased removal of the land surface that
occurs as a result of human activities.

5. ACCESS A way of approaching or entering a property. For purposes of this
Ordinance, all lots of record shall have access to a public street or highway.

6. ACCESSORY BUILDING or ACCESSORY STRUCTURE Any unattached subordinate
building or structure, such as a private garage which is incidental to that of the main
building, located on the same lot with the main building, or any portion of the main
building if that portion is occupied or devoted exclusively to an accessory use. When an
ACCESSORY BUILDING or ACCESSORY STRUCTURE is attached to a main building
by a wall or roof, the building shall be considered part of a main building for the purpose
of determining the required dimensions of a yard. The term ACCESSORY
STRUCTURE is specifically intended to include private satellite antenna receivers.

7. ACCESSORY USE Any use customarily incidental and subordinate to the main use of
the premises but does not include residential occupation.

8. ACRE A measure of land area containing 43,560 square feet.
9. ACTIVITY See “USFE”

10. ADDITION A structure added to the original structure at some time after the completion
of the original.

Rev. 2020-1 2-1
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

ADJOINING LOT OR LAND A lot or parcel of land which shares all or part of a
common lot line with another lot or parcel of land.

ADULT BOOK STORE An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion
of its stock in trade, books, magazines, and other periodicals, pictures, video, or films
depicting, describing, or relating to "specified sexual activities," or which are
characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to "specified
anatomical areas." In determining whether certain materials constitute a substantial or
significant portion of the total stock in trade of an establishment, the following may be
considered, together with all other relevant factors:

a. if the materials in question are located or displayed on the main traffic aisles or in
close proximity to the public entrances or exits of the establishment, it shall indi-
cate that the materials are a significant or substantial portion of the stock in trade.

b. if the general stock in trade of the establishment is available for observation and
inspection by, and/or sale to, the general public while the_material in question is
available for inspection and observation by and for sale to only a limited segment
of the public, and the materials are less than fifteen (15%) percent of the total
stock available in the retail area open to the public, then it shall indicate that the
adult material is an insignificant portion of the material in the business.

c. if the material in question or its subject matter or the general subject emphasis of
its product line is advertised to the general public by signs, posts or any other
means (including, but not limited to, the name of the establishment), which are
either visible from the exterior of the establishment or published for public
consumption in the press or electronic media or billboards or hand fliers or any
other means whatsoever, then it shall be presumed that the material in question
constitutes a significant portion of the total stock in trade.

ADULT BUSINESS All uses listed in the definition section of the Adult Entertainment
Licensing Ordinance of the Township of Tittabawassee (Ord. No. 1-84).

ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENT An establishment which features
topless and/or bottomless dancers, go-go dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, or similar
entertainers.

ADULT THEATER An indoor or outdoor theater used for presenting by film, tape, or
other means, material depicting, describing, or relating to "specified sexual activities" or
which is characterized by its emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to
"specified anatomical areas" for observation by patrons therein.

AFFILIATED RESIDENCE - Any residential unit owned by or leased to an owner or
immediate family member of an owner of the establishment.

AGRICULTURE The use of land for tilling of the soil, raising of tree or field crops, or
animal husbandry, as a source of significant income. See Generally Accepted
Agricultural Management Practices (GAAMPS) and their corresponding guidelines on file
in the Township office and at Michigan GAAMPS

AGRICULTURAL BULK STATION A commercial facility used for storage and shipping
of agricultural products.

Rev. 2020-1 2-2
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

AGRICULTURAL RETAIL FACILITY A structure located on a farm from which produce
and farm products are sold to the general public.

AGRICULTURAL TOURISM — (aka Agra-Tourism, Ag-tourism) - means the practice of
visiting an agribusiness, horticultural, or agricultural operation, including but not limited
to, a farm, orchard, winery, greenhouse, hunting preserve, farm animal show or livestock
show, for the purpose of recreation, education, or active involvement in the operation,
other than as a contractor or employee of the operation.

AGRICULTURAL TOURISM BUSINESS — An agricultural operation that provides on-
site agricultural tourism services to the general public for no less than 90 days in the
current calendar year or 90 days in the previous calendar year.

AGRICULTURAL TOURISM BUSINESS WITH GENERAL USES — An Agricultural
Tourism Business that performs any of the activities listed in section 4 of this ordinance
as General Agricultural Tourism activities, but does not perform any of the activities
listed in section 4 of this ordinance as Intense Agricultural Tourism activities.

AGRICULTURAL TOURISM BUSINESS WITH INTENSE USES - An Agricultural
Tourism Business that performs any of the activities listed in section 4 of this ordinance
as General Agricultural Tourism activities, complies with the definition of a “Farm Market”
as defined in the GAAMP for Farm Markets and performs one or more of the activities
listed in section 4 of this ordinance as Intense Agricultural Tourism activities.

AIRPORT A place where aircraft can land and take off, usually equipped with hangars,
facilities for refueling and repair, and various accommodations for passengers.

AIR RIGHT The rights to the space above a property, for development.
AISLE The traveled way by which cars enter and depart parking places.

ALLEY A public way which affords only secondary access to abutting property, and not
a STREET as defined below.

ALTERATION OF BUILDING A change in the supporting members of a building, an
addition to, or a diminution, a change in use, or a conversion of a building or a part
thereof.

AMENITY A natural or artificial feature which enhances or makes more attractive or
satisfying a particular property.

ANIMAL, DOMESTIC: Any animal normally and customarily kept by a domestic
household for pleasure and companionship. Examples of domestic animals include
domestic breeds of dogs, cats and animals confined to cages throughout their lifetime.
A domestic animal excludes exotic, farm and service animals as defined by this
ordinance.

ANIMAL, EXOTIC: Any of the following class or classes of animals; all marsupials (such
as kangaroos and opossums); all non-human primates (such as gorillas and monkeys);
all feline, except the domestic cat; all canine, except the domestic dog; all viverrine (such
as mongooses and civets); all musteline (such as minks, weasels, otters and badgers
but excluding a domesticated ferret); all ursine (bears); all ungulate artiodactyla and
perissodactyla, except goats, sheep, pigs and cattle (such as deer, camels,
ippopotamuses and elephants); all hyaena all pinniped (such as seals and walruses); all
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32.

33.

34.
35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

venomous snhakes and all snakes of the families Boidae and Pythonidae; all venomous
lizards; all ratite birds (such as ostriches); all diurnal and nocturnal raptorial birds (such
as eagles, hawks and wils); all edentates (such as anteaters, sloths and armadillos); all
bats; all crocodilian (such as alligators and crocodiles); and all venomous arachnids and
spiders (such as tarantulas, scorpions and mites); all turtles in the families Chelydridae,
Dermochelyidae, and heloniidae; wild or non-domesticated animals, whether or not
raised or kept in captivity, and includes, but is not limited to, wolf, bobcat or mountain
lion, fox, cougar, skunk, and all birds, the keeping of which is prohibited in the Migratory
Birds Convention Act, 1994, ¢.22, and regulations thereto, and all animals, the keeping
of which is prohibited in the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997, c.41, and
regulations.

ANIMAL, FARM: Any animal customarily found in farming operations such as but not
limited to all breeds of horses, cows, goats, pheasants, chickens, ducks, geese, sheep,
swine (as per City ordinance #1519, Chapter 3) or any other type of poultry or fowl. A
farm animal shall also include all animals classified as livestock by the State of Michigan.
A farm animal shall not include fish.

ANIMAL, SERVICE: Animals that assist persons with disabilities and are considered to

be auxiliary aids. Examples include guide dogs for the vision impaired, hearing dogs for
the hearing impaired and emotional assistance animals for persons with chronic mental

illness.

ANIMAL HOSPITAL: See KENNEL.

ANTENNA The surface from which wireless radio signals are sent and received by a
personal wireless facility.

APARTMENT A room or suite of rooms in a multi-family building arranged and intended
for a place of residence of a single-family or a group of individuals living together as a
single housekeeping unit, without ownership.

APARTMENT COMPLEX A building or group of buildings developed or managed as a
single unit, containing four (4) or more apartments.

APARTMENT HOUSE A building housing two (2) or three (3) apartmentst.
APIARY A place in which bees are kept for production of honey.

APPEALS The process, as prescribed in this Ordinance, for contesting a zoning
interpretation made by the Zoning Administrator or decision made by the Planning
Commission.

APPLICANT A person or entity submitting an application for review and action by the
Township or any of its departments or commissions.

APPROVED PLAN A plan which has been granted final approval by the appropriate
approving authority.

APPROVING AUTHORITY The agency, board, group, or other legally designated
individual or authority which has been charged with review and approval of plans and
applications.

AREA See LOT AREA.
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45,
46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

AREA OF SIGN See Article 14.4.

ASSEMBLY ACTIVITY The assembly of finished goods such as autos, trailers, vans,
furniture, etc. excluding raw material, manufacturing, stamping, or processing.

ASSEMBLY STRUCTURE A building used for the primary purpose of group gatherings
of fifty (50) people or more for any purpose.

ATTACHED Any structure or part of a structure immediately adjacent to another
structure or part of a structure and fastened securely to same.

ATTACHED GARAGE An outbuilding customarily used for the storage of vehicles, and
is attached to a residential dwelling as either an integral part thereof, or, at a minimum,
connected to the dwelling by a completely enclosed breezeway.

ATTIC That part of a building which is immediately above the ceiling beams of the top
story and wholly or partly within the roof framing.

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH A structure containing facilities for washing automobiles
using a chain conveyer or other method of moving the cars along, or machinery that
moves around a stationary vehicle, and automatic or semiautomatic application of
cleaner, brushes, rinse water and heat for drying.

AUTOMOBILE A self-propelled, free moving vehicle, with three or more wheels,
primarily for conveyance on a street or roadway.

AUTOMOBILE OR VEHICLE REPAIR General repair, rebuilding, or reconditioning of
engines, motor vehicles or trailers; collision service, including body frame or fender
straightening or repair; overall painting or paint shop; vehicle steam cleaning and oll
change.

AUTOMOBILE OR VEHICLE SALES AREA An area used for the display, sales and
rental of new and used motor vehicles, boats, trailers, farm equipment, construction
equipment or mobile homes all in operable condition.

AUTOMOBILE SALVAGE The dismantling or disassembling of used motor vehicles or
trailers; the storage, sale, or dumping of dismantled or partially dismantled, or wrecked
vehicles or their parts.

AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION OR FILLING STATION A place where gasoline,
kerosene, or any other motor fuel or lubricating oil or grease for operation of motor
vehicles is offered for sale to the public and deliveries are made directly into motor
vehicles, including sale of accessories, greasing, oiling, and light motor service on the
premises, but in no case to include automobile or truck mechanical repair. Convenience
food sales and/or fast food restaurants may also be provided on the premises.

AUTOMOBILE STORAGE, DAMAGED Any storage of inoperable vehicles not
incidental to a service garage.

AUTOMOBILE WASHING ESTABLISHMENT A building or portion thereof, where
motor vehicles are washed as a commercial enterprise, or where facilities are available
for the self-service cleaning of motor vehicles.

BANK A financial institution.

Rev. 2020-1 2-5



Tittabawassee Township Zoning Ordinance m DEFINITIONS

60.

61.
62.
63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

BANQUET FACILITY — A privately owned structure, dedicated portion of a structure,
pavilion or outdoor area made available for episodic gatherings of people for
celebrations, meetings or other events, in exchange for payment or other remuneration.

BAR See TAVERN
BASEMENT See Tittabawassee Township adopted building code.

BED AND BREAKFAST OPERATIONS A use which is subordinate to the principal use
of a dwelling unit as a single-family dwelling unit, in which transient guests are provided
a sleeping room and breakfast in return for payment, and which does not provide
separate cooking facilities for such guests.

BERM, OBSCURING An earthen mound of definite height and location to serve as an
obscuring device in carrying out the requirements of this Ordinance.

BILLBOARD OR SIGNBOARD Any structure or portion thereof on which lettered,
figured or pictorial matter is displayed for advertising purposes, not related to the
premises or the nature of the business conducted thereon or the products primarily sold
or manufactured thereon. This definition shall not be held to include any sign used for
official notices issued by a court or public body.

BOARD OF APPEALS The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township of Tittabawassee
BODY SHOP — See AUTOMOBILE REPAIR

BOTTOM LAND The land area of an inland lake or stream which lies below the ordinary
high-water mark and which may or may not be covered by water. (PA 451 of 1994
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act)

BREEZEWAY Any covered passageway between two buildings, the sides of which may
be enclosed by lattice, screens, or other material allowing the passage of air.

BUFFER Open space, landscaped areas, fences, walls, berms or any combination
thereof to physically separate or screen one use or property from another so as to
visually shield or block noise, lights or other nuisances.

BUILDABLE AREA The space remaining on a lot or lots of record after the minimum
setback and open space requirements have been met.

BUILDING A structure erected on-site, a mobile home or mobile structure, a
premanufactured or precut structure, which is above or below ground and is designed
primarily for the use or intended use of shelter, support, or enclosure of persons,
animals, or property of any kind.

BUILDING CONTRACTOR SHOP A facility where building and construction contractors
store construction equipment and/or building materials.

BUILDING COVERAGE The horizontal area measured within exterior walls of the
ground floor of all principal and accessory buildings on a lot.

BUILDING HEIGHT See HEIGHT OF BUILDING
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76. BUILDING LINE A line formed by the face of the building, and for the purposes of this
Ordinance, a minimum building line is the same as a front setback line.
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77. BUILDING OFFICIAL Township Staff appointed by the Township Manager and licensed
pursuant to the State of Michigan’s regulation to enforce and administer the Township’s
adopted building code.

78. BUILDING PERMIT A permit signifying compliance with the provisions of this
Ordinance as to use, activity, bulk , density and with the requirements of all other
development codes and ordinances currently in effect in the Township of Tittabawassee.

79. BUILDING USE, TEMPORARY A use in a temporary building or structure, established
for a fixed period of time with the intent to discontinue such use upon the expiration of
the time period granted in the special use permit.
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80.

81.

82.

83.
84.
85.

86.
87.
88.
89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

BUSINESS CENTER A business center is more than one (1) business on the same
parcel.

BUSINESS OR COMMERCE Engaging in the purchase, sale, barter, or exchange of
services or goods, wares, or merchandise, of the maintenance or operation of offices or
recreational or amusement enterprises.

BUSINESS SERVICES Establishments primarily engaged in rendering services to
business establishments for a fee or on a contract basis, such as advertising and
mailing, building maintenance, employment services, management and consulting
services, protective services, equipment rental and leasing, commercial research,
development and testing, photo finishing, and personal supply services.

CALIPER The diameter of a tree trunk measured two feet above grade.
CAMOUFLAGED A building or use that is disguised or hidden.

CANOPY A roof-like cover that projects from the wall of a building for the purpose of
shielding a doorway or window from the elements.

CARRIER A company that provides wireless service.
CARRY-OUT RESTAURANT See DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT/FAST FOOD
CELLULAR TOWER See WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT OR "CBD" The identifiable main shopping area
within a community usually containing, in addition to retail uses, governmental offices,
service uses, professional, cultural, recreational and entertainment establishments and
uses, residences, and transportation facilities.

CEMETERY Any publicly or privately owned place for the interment of human remains.

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY A document issued by the proper authority (Building
Official and Zoning Administrator) allowing the occupancy or use of a building and
certifying that the structure or use has been constructed and/or will be used in
compliance with all applicable municipal codes and ordinances and approved plans and
specifications.

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETION A signed written statement by the Building Official
that specific construction has been inspected and found to comply with all grading and
building plans and specifications.

CHANGE OF USE Any use which substantially differs from the previous use of a
building or land, or which imposes other special provisions of law governing building
construction, equipment, egress or ingress.

CHILD CARE ORGANIZATION A facility for the care of children under 18 years of age,
as licensed and regulated by the State under Act No. 116 of Public Acts of 1973 and the
associated rules promulgated by the State Department of Social Services. Such
organizations shall be further defined as follows:

a. "child care center" or "day care center" means a facility, other than a private
residence, receiving one or more preschool or school age children for group
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care for periods of less than 24 hours a day, and where the parents or guardians
are not immediately available to the child. It includes a facility which provides
care for not less than two consecutive weeks, regardless of the number of hours
of care per day. The facility is generally described as a child care center, day
care center, day nursery, nursery school, parent cooperative preschool, pay
group, or drop-in center. "Child care center" or "day care center" does not
include a Sunday School conducted by a religious institution or a facility operated
by a religious organization where children are cared for during short periods of
time while persons responsible for such children are attending religious services.

b. “foster family home" is a private home in which one but not more than four minor
children, who are not related to an adult member of the household by blood,
marriage, or adoption, are given care and supervision for 24 hours a day, for four
or more days a week, for two or more consecutive weeks, unattended by a
parent or legal guardian.

c. "foster family group home" means a private home in which more than four but
less than seven children, who are not related to an adult member of the
household by blood, marriage or adoption, are provided care for 24 hours a day,
for four or more days a week, for two or more consecutive weeks, unattended by
a parent or legal guardian.

d. "family day care home" means a private home in which one but less than seven
minor children are received for care and supervision for periods of less than 24
hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to
an adult member of the family by blood, marriage or adoption. It includes a home
that gives care to an unrelated child for more than four weeks during a calendar
year.

e. "group day care home" means a private home in which more than six but not
more than 12 children are given care and supervision for periods of less than 24
hours a day unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to
an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. Itincludes a
home that gives care to an unrelated child for more than four weeks during a
calendar year.

95. CHURCHES/SYNAGOGUES/MOSQUES See INSTITUTIONS, RELIGIOUS

96. CIRCULATION PATTERN Systems, structures, and physical improvements for the
movement of people, goods, water, air, sewage, or power by such means as streets,
highways, railways, waterways, towers, airways, pipes, and conduits; and the handling
of people and goods by such means as terminals, stations, warehouses, and other
storage buildings or shipment points.

97. CLEAR VISION An area thirty (30) feet along each street at its intersection with another
street, drive or alley where no visual obstruction of sight may exist.
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FIGURE 1 CLEAR VISION DIAGRAM
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98. CLINIC, DENTAL OR MEDICAL A building in which a group of physicians, dentists or
physicians and dentists and allied professional assistants are associated for the purpose
of carrying out their profession. The clinic may include a medical or dental laboratory.

99. CLUB/LODGE A nonprofit organization of persons for special purposes or for the
conducting of social, athletic, scientific, artistic, political, or other similar endeavors.

100. CLUSTER A development design technique that concentrates buildings in
specific areas on the site to allow the remaining land to be used for recreation, common
open space, and preservation of environmentally sensitive features.

101. COIN/TOKEN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT CENTER Establishments engaged
in providing amusement or entertainment through the provision of coin/token-operated
amusement devices, incorporating either electromechanical devices such as pinball
machines or electronic video display operations.

102. COLLOCATION The use of a single mount on the ground by more than one
carrier (vertical collocation) and/or several mounts on an existing building or structure by
more than one carrier.

103. COMMERCIAL A term relating to the use of property in connection with the
purchase, sale or trading of goods for personal services or maintenance of service
offices or recreation or amusement enterprise or garage/basement/porch sales lasting
more than fourteen (14) days during any twelve (12) month period.

104. COMMERCIAL RECREATION Establishments engaged in providing
amusement or entertainment for a fee or admission charge, and including such activities
as dance halls, studios, bowling alleys and billiard and pool establishments, commercial
sports such as arenas, rings, racetracks, golf courses, amusement parks, carnival
operations, exposition, game parlors and swimming pools.
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105. COMMERCIAL SCHOOL A school or facility offering training to perform any of
the uses in the district in which a Commercial School is permitted either by right or by
special use permit. A Commercial School is a distinct use, not to be confused with an
Institution, Educational.

106. COMMISSION The Planning Commission of the Township of Tittabawassee.

107. COMMUNITY CENTER A building used for recreational, social, educational and
cultural activities, usually owned and operated by a public or nonprofit group or agency.

108. CONDOMINIUM The individual ownership of a unit or parcel of real property
within a multi-unit parcel or structure located as a permitted use within a zoning
classification and requirements of this Ordinance.

109. CONTIGUOUS Next to, abutting, or touching and having a common boundary
or portion thereof, which is co-terminus.

110. CONVALESCENT OR NURSING HOME See INSTITUTIONS FOR HUMAN
CARE

111. CORNER LOT Any lot having at least two contiguous sides abutting upon a
street, provided that the interior angle of the intersection of the two sides is less than one
hundred and thirty-five (135°) degrees. A lot abutting upon a curved street or streets
shall be considered a corner lot if the tangents to the curve, at its points of beginning
within the lot or at the points of intersection of the side lot lines with the street line,
intersect at an interior angle of less than 135 degrees. See also LOT, defined below.
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FIGURE 2 CORNER LOT DIAGRAM
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112. COVERAGE See LOT COVERAGE
113. CROSS-POLARIZED A low mount dual polarized antenna that has three panels
flush mounted or attached very close to the shaft.
114. DAMAGED AUTOMOBILE STORAGE Any storage of inoperable vehicles not
incidental to a vehicle repair shop or service garage.
115. DECK A horizontal structure of a single elevation or varying elevations,

commonly used as a floor attached or adjacent to the main building. A deck may be
open or partially or completely covered by a roof and wall structure.

116. DENSITY The intensity of development in any given area, measured in this
Ordinance by the number of dwelling units per acre.

117. DENSITY, HIGH RESIDENTIAL Twelve (12) or more dwelling units per acre.

118. DENSITY, LOW RESIDENTIAL Less than three (3) dwelling units per acre.

119. DENSITY, MEDIUM RESIDENTIAL Three to eleven (3-11) dwelling units per
acre.
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120. DEVELOPMENT The construction of a new building or other structure on a
zoning lot, the relocation of an existing building on another zoning lot, or the use of open
land for a new use.

121. DISH SATELLITE SIGNAL-RECEIVING ANTENNAS Also referred to as "earth
stations" or "ground stations" shall mean one, or a combination of two or more of the
following:

a. asignal-receiving device (antenna, dish antenna or dish-type antenna), the
purpose of which is to receive communication or other signals from satellites in
earth orbit and other extra-terrestrial sources.

b. alow-noise amplifier (LNA) which is situated at the focal point of the receiving
component and the purpose of which is to magnify, store, transfer and/or transmit
electronic or light signals.

c. a coaxial cable the purpose of which is to carry or transmit said signals to a
receiver.

122. DISTRICT A portion of Tittabawassee in which certain building and activities are
permitted and in which certain regulations, in accordance with the Ordinance, are
applicable.

123. DRIVE-IN A business establishment so developed that its retail or service
character is dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking spaces for motor
vehicles so as to serve patrons while in the motor vehicle rather than within a building or
structure, or to provide self-service for patrons and food carry-out.

124. DRIVE-IN BANK A bank which by design, physical facilities or service
encourages customers to receive services while remaining in their motor vehicles.

125. DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT/FAST FOOD A restaurant developed so that its retail
or service character is primarily dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking
spaces for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while in the motor vehicle or to permit
patrons to eat while in the motor vehicle, as well as within a building or structure, or
primarily to provide self-service for patrons and food carry-out. Any establishment whose
principal business is the sale of foods, frozen desserts, or beverages to the customer in
a ready-to-consume state for consumption either within the restaurant building or for
carry-out with the consumption off the premises, and whose design or principal method
of operation includes one or both of the following:

a. Food, frozen desserts, or beverages usually served in edible containers or in
paper, plastic, or other disposable containers;

b. More than forty-five (45%) percent of the available floor space devoted to food
preparation, related activities and other floor space not available to the public.

126. DUMPSTER A container capable of holding a volume of material greater than
one (1) cubic yard and used for the purpose of collecting garbage, solid or liquid waste,
or refuse of any type.

127. DWELLINGS Any building or portion thereof usable exclusively for residential
purposes. A dwelling is classified as one of the following
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128.

a. SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING A building containing not more than one

b.

dwelling unit designed for residential use.

TWO-FAMILY DWELLING (Duplex). A building containing no more than two
separate dwelling units designed for residential use

"MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING. A building containing three or more dwelling
units designed for residential use

GROUP DWELLINGS (Congregate Living). A building or group of buildings,
designed and used for residential habitation where joint and/or separate sleeping
rooms share common living, kitchen, eating and bathroom facilities, housing
persons unrelated by blood or marriage.

DWELLING UNIT A building or portion thereof providing complete housekeeping

facilities for one family.

129.

EASEMENT Any private or dedicated public way other than a street or alley,

providing a secondary means of access to a property.

130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.

EAVE The projecting lower edges of a roof overhanging the wall of a building.
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. See INSTITUTION — EDUCATIONAL

EGRESS (EXIT) An exit from a building or site.

ELDERLY HOUSING See SENIOR HOUSING

ELEVATION The measurement of height above sea level.

EMISSION A discharge into the air.

ENGINEERED HOME. See MANUFACTURED HOME

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) An EA is the document required by the

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) when a personal wireless service facility is placed in a certain designated area.

138.

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA An area with one or more of the

following characteristics.

Rev. 2020-1

a.
b.

C.

slopes in excess of twenty (20%) percent

floodplain

soils classified as having a high water table

soils classified as highly erodible, subject to erosion, or highly acidic
land incapable of meeting percolation requirements

land formerly used for landfill operations or hazardous industrial uses
fault areas

stream corridors

2-14



Tittabawassee Township Zoning Ordinance m DEFINITIONS

i. estuaries
J.  mature stands of native vegetation
k. aquifer recharge and discharge areas

139. EQUIPMENT RENTAL/SALES A business that provides construction,
household and other similar equipment for rent to the general public or contractors for a
limited period of time. Used equipment and a limited proportion (up to 10%) of new items
in the inventory of the business may be advertised for sale.

140. EQUIPMENT SHELTER An enclosed structure, cabinet, shed or box at the base
of the mount within which are housed batteries and electrical equipment.

141. ERECTED As used in this Ordinance, "erected" signifies the construction,
alteration, reconstruction, placement upon, or any physical alteration to a piece of land,
including the excavating, moving and filling of earth.

142. EROSION The process by which the ground surface is worn away by action of
wind, water, gravity or a combination thereof.

143. ESSENTIAL SERVICES The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance
by public utilities or municipal departments or commissions of underground, surface, or
overhead gas; electrical, steam, or water transmission, distribution or collection systems;
communication, supply, or disposal systems, including mains, drains, sewers, pipes,
conduits, wires, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants,
towers, electric sub-stations, telephone exchange buildings, gas regulator stations, and
other similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith reasonably necessary
for the furnishing of adequate service by the public utilities or municipal departments or
commissions or for the public health or safety or general welfare, but not including
buildings other than the buildings as are primarily enclosures or shelters of the
mentioned equipment. Private wireless communication facilities are not considered
Essential Services.

144, ESTABLISHMENT An economic unit, generally at a single physical location,
where business is conducted or services or industrial operations are performed.

145. EXCAVATION The removal of rock, sand, soil, or fill material below the average
grade of the surrounding land and/or road grade, whichever is highest. This does not
include alterations for farming or gardening purposes.

146. FABRICATION Fabrication relates to stamping, cutting or otherwise shaping
the processed materials into useful objects, excluding the refining or other initial
processing of basic raw materials such as metal, ores or rubber.

147. FALL ZONE The area on the ground within a prescribed radius from the base of
a personal wireless facility. The fall zone is the area within which there is a potential
hazard from falling debris (such as ice) or collapsing material.

148. FAMILY A person living alone, or two or more persons related by blood,
marriage, or adoption, customarily living together as a single housekeeping unit in a
dwelling unit as distinguished from a group occupying a hotel, club, religious or
institutional building, boarding or lodging house, or fraternity or sorority house.
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149. FARM The land, plants, animals, buildings, structures, including ponds used for
agricultural activities, machinery, equipment and other appurtenances used in the
commercial production of farm products.

150. FARM BUILDINGS Any detached accessory building or portion of a main
building used for the storage or housing of farm implements, produce, or animals.

151. FARM STAND A booth or stall located on a farm, from which produce and farm
products are sold to the general public.

152. FAST FOOD RESTAURANT See DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT/FAST FOOD

153. FENCE A permanent or temporary partition or structure erected as a divider,
barrier, or enclosure between two or more properties.

154. FILLING The depositing or dumping of any matter onto, or into, the ground
(except for common household gardening and ground care) which alters the topography
of the land.

155. FILLING STATION See AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION

156. FINAL APPROVAL The last official action of the Planning Commission or

Zoning Board of Appeals taken on a site plan which has been given preliminary approval
or after all conditions and requirements have been met or the required improvements
having been installed or guarantees properly posted for their installation or approval
conditioned upon the posting thereof. In the case of a rezoning request or an
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, the Tittabawassee Township Board has the final
approval.

157. FIRE STATION Public building devoted to the storage and housing of fire
equipment and personnel.

158. FIREWORKS Fireworks means a device made from explosive or flammable
compositions used primarily for the purpose of producing a visible display or audible
effect, or both, by combustion, deflagration, or detonation. Fireworks includes Class B
fireworks and Class C fireworks.

a. CLASS B FIREWORKS. These are toy torpedoes, railway torpedoes,
firecrackers or salutes that do not qualify as class C fireworks, exhibition display
pieces, airplane flares, illuminating projectiles, incendiary projectiles, incendiary
grenades, smoke projectiles or bombs containing expelling charges but without
bursting charges, flash powders in inner units not exceeding two (2) ounces
each, flash sheets in interior packages, flash powder or spreader cartridges
containing not more than seventy-two (72) grains of flash powder each and other
similar devices.

b. CLASS C FIREWORKS. These are toy smoke devices, toy caps containing not
more than twenty-five (.25) grains of explosive mixture, toy propellant devices,
cigarette loads, trick matches, trick noise makers, smoke candles, smoke pots,
smoke grenades, smoke signals, hand signal devices, Very signal cartridges,
sparklers, explosive auto alarms, and other similar devices.

c. Should the definitions of these items change per the Michigan Penal Code, 1931
PA 328, as amended, the Tittabawassee Zoning Ordinance definitions will
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change with the state law and must be interpreted as those contained in the state

law.
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floodplain is made by the Federal Emergency Management Agency for those areas to be
covered by flood insurance and consists of:

a. contiguous areas paralleling a river, stream or other body of water that constitute
at their maximum edge the highest flood levels experienced in a period of one
hundred years.

b. principal estuary courses of wetland areas that are part of the river flow system.

C. contiguous area paralleling a river stream or other body of water that exhibit
unstable soil conditions for development.

162. FLOOR AREA, USEABLE That area of a nonresidential building used for or
intended to be used for the sale of merchandise or services. Such floor area which is
used for or intended to be used primarily for the storage or processing of merchandise
which may include hallways, breezeways, stairways, and elevator shafts, or for utilities
and sanitary facilities, shall be excluded from the computation of useable floor area.

163. FLOOR AREA The area of all floors computed by measuring the dimensions of
the outside walls, excluding attic and basement floors, porches, patios, breezeways,
carports, and garages, or portions of rooms with less than seven feet of space between
the floor and ceiling.
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Floor Area Terminology

164. FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION A group of people formally organized for a
common interest, usually cultural, religious, or entertainment, with regular meetings,
rituals and formal written membership requirements.

165. FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENT SERVICES Cellular, Personal Communication
Services (PCS), Enhanced Specialized Mobile Radio, Specialized Mobile Radio and
Paging.

166. FUNERAL HOME A building used for the preparation of the deceased for burial
and display, and for ceremonies connected therewith before burial or cremation.

167. GARAGES Includes the following:

a. PRIVATE GARAGE. A detached accessory building or portion of a main
building used for the storage of four or less passenger vehicles including not
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more than one truck of a rated capacity of one and one-half (1-1/2) ton or less,
without provision for repair or servicing such vehicles for profit.

b. SERVICE GARAGE. Any building or structure designed or used for the hire,
sale, storage, service, repair, or refinishing of motor vehicles or trailers, but not
for the storage of dismantled vehicles or parts thereof for purposes of reuse or

resale.
168. GARBAGE Animal and vegetable waste resulting from the handling, storage,
sale, preparation, cooking and serving of foods.
169. GASOLINE SERVICE STATION See AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION
170. GLARE The effect produced by brightness sufficient to cause annoyance,

discomfort, or loss in visual performance and visibility.

171. GOLF COURSE A tract of land for playing golf, improved with trees, greens,
fairways, hazards, and which may include clubhouses or shelters.

a. Pitch and Putt Course: A facility providing a private or public golf recreation area
designed for executive play rules along with accessory golf support facilities but
excluding miniature golf.

b. 9 Hole course: A facility of 9 regulation holes providing a private or public golf
recreation area designed for regulation play rules along with accessory golf
support facilities but excluding miniature golf.

c. 18 hole course: A facility of 18 regulation holes providing a private or public golf
recreation area designed for regulation play rules along with accessory golf
support facilities but excluding miniature golf.

172. GRADE For purposes of this Ordinance, the level of the ground adjacent to the
exterior walls of a building or structure. In the case of lots with a sloping terrain, the
grade shall be the average elevation of the ground adjacent to the walls.
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173. GRADING Any stripping, excavating, filling, stockpiling, or any combination
thereof, and also included shall be the land in its excavated or filled condition.

174. GRADING PERMIT The written authority issued by Saginaw County permitting
the grading, excavation or filling of land including drainage and soil erosion control in
conformity with the Erosion Control section of this Ordinance and PA 451 of 1994,
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act.

175. GREEN AREA Land shown on a development plan, master plan, or official map
for preservation, recreation, landscaping or a park.

176. GREENBELT See BUFFER

177. GREENHOUSE A temporary or permanent building whose roof and sides are
made largely of glass or other transparent or translucent material, and in which the
temperature and humidity can be regulated for the cultivation of delicate or out-of-
season plants for subsequent sale or personal enjoyment.

178. GROUND COVER Grasses or other cultivated plants grown to keep soil from
being blown or washed away, not including weeds or other overgrown, unkempt
vegetation.

179. GROUNDWATER The supply of freshwater under the surface in an aquifer or
soil, that forms the natural reservoir for potable water.

180. GROUNDWATER RUNOFF Groundwater that is discharged into a stream
channel as spring or seepage water.
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181. GUEST HOUSE Separate structure or dwelling, on a residential parcel, used for
sleeping and/or eating purposes of elderly, nonpaying family members.

182. GUYED TOWER A monopole or lattice tower that is tied to the ground or other
surface by cables.

183. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS Any materials that have been declared to be
hazardous by any agency of the State of Michigan or of the United States, including but
not limited to toxic materials and metal hydroxides.

184. HEALTH CARE (SERVICES) FACILITIES See INSTITUTIONS, HUMAN
CARE

185. HEIGHT OF BUILDING The vertical distance, measured from the adjoining curb
level, to the highest point of the ceiling of the top story. However, where buildings are set
back from the street line, the height of the building may be measured from the average
elevation of the finished lot grade at the front of the building.

186. HIGHWAY A public thoroughfare or street, excluding alleys, but including
federal, state and county roads and those appearing upon plats recorded in the office of
the Register of Deeds and accepted for public maintenance.

187 HOME OCCUPATIONS Any business carried on by one or more members of a
family residing on the premises. See Chapter 4 , General Regulations.

188. HORTICULTURE The cultivation of a garden or orchard. Horticulture
specifically excludes operation of a landscaping business.

189. HOSPICE A facility for the care of the terminally ill.

190. HOSPITAL See INSTITUTIONS FOR HUMAN CARE

191. HOTEL See MOTEL

192. IMPERVIOUS SURFACE Any material that reduces and prevents the absorption
of storm water into previously undeveloped land.

193. INFRASTRUCTURE Facilities and services needed to sustain industry,
residential and commercial activities.

194. INGRESS Access or entry.

195. INSTITUTION, EDUCATIONAL A school for kindergarten through twelfth

grade or any colleges or universities authorized by the state to award degrees.

196. INSTITUTION, HUMAN CARE A public or private facility for physical or mental
care. A human care institution may include hospitals, convalescent, assisted care
facilities and nursing homes. It does not include homes for the mentally disadvantaged,
physical impaired or substance abuse rehabilitation facilities and the like. (To be
reviewed 6/03)

197. INSTITUTION, RELIGIOUS A structure or place in which worship, ceremonies,
rituals and education pertaining to a particular system of beliefs are held.

Rev. 2020-1 2-21



Tittabawassee Township Zoning Ordinance m DEFINITIONS

198. INSTITUTION, SOCIAL Any profit or nonprofit use or facility in which activities
for pleasure or philanthropy are carried out. Such institutions may include service clubs,
scout organizations, hobby clubs and veteran’s organizations, churches, schools,
hospitals, convalescent or nursing homes, public or quasi-public non-profit uses,
community facilities, parks and playground.

199. INTERSECTION The point where two or more roads cross at grade.

200. JUNK MOTOR VEHICLE An automobile, truck, or other motor vehicle which has
been damaged to such an extent that it cannot be operated under its own power, and
will require major repairs before being made usable; or such a vehicle which does not
comply with state or Township laws or ordinances.

201. JUNK/SALVAGE YARD A place where waste or discarded or salvaged
materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packaged, disassembled, cleaned,
or handled, including house and vehicle wrecking yards, used lumber yards, and places
or yards for use of salvaged house and vehicle parts, and structural steel materials and
equipment. A junk or salvage yard shall not include uses conducted entirely within a
completely-enclosed building; pawn shops and establishments for the sale, purchase, or
storage of used cars in operable condition, salvaged machinery, used furniture, and
household equipment; and the processing of used, discarded, or salvaged materials as
part of manufacturing operations.

202. KENNEL or ANIMAL HOSPITAL Any building or land used for the sale,
boarding, treatment, or breeding of more than two (2) dogs or three (3) or other
household pets as a business.

203. LABORATORY

a. medical or dental - a laboratory which provides analytical or diagnostic services
to physicians and dentists. No fabrication is conducted on the premises except
the custom fabrication of dentures or surgical supports.

b. experimental - a building or part of a building devoted to the testing and analysis
of any product or animal.

204. LAND Ground, soil, or earth, including structures on, above, or below the
surface.

205. LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR Landscaping includes businesses principally
engaged in lawn mowing and yard maintenance. It also includes decorative and
functional alteration, planting and maintenance of such grounds. Such a business may
engage in the installations and construction of underground improvements but only to
the extent that such improvements (e.g. drainage/irrigation facilities) are accessible and
on the same parcel as the principal use. Landscape contractor also includes businesses
that apply fertilizers, pesticides and other treatments for plants, trees and grass. This
definition also includes tree services and commercial plant maintenance services.

206. LAND USE A use of land which may result in an earth change, including, but not
limited to, subdivision, residential, commercial, industrial, recreational, or other
development, private and public highway, road and street construction, drainage
construction, agricultural practices and mining.
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207. LAND USE PLAN A plan showing the existing and proposed location, extent
and intensity of development of land to be used for varying types of residential,
commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, educational, and other public and
private purposes or combination of purposes.

208. LATTICE TOWER A type of mount that is self-supporting with multiple legs and
cross-bracing of structural steel.

2009. LAUNDROMAT An establishment providing washing, drying, or dry cleaning
machines on the premises for rental use to the general public for family laundering or dry
cleaning purposes.

210. LEAST DEPTH OR WIDTH OF A YARD The shortest horizontal distance from
each of the lot lines to the building thereon.

211. LEGISLATIVE BODY The Township Board of the Township of Tittabawassee.

212. LIBRARIES Institutions for the storage and circulation of books, compact discs,

video tapes and other media or materials for use by the general public.

213. LICENSED CARRIER A company authorized by the FCC to construct and
operate a commercial mobile radio services system.

214. LOADING/UNLOADING SPACE An off-street space on the same lot with a
building, or group of buildings, for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while
loading and unloading merchandise or materials.

215. LOT A parcel or portion of land, exclusive of any adjoining street, separated
from other parcels or portions by description, as on a subdivision of record or survey
map.

216. LOT AREA The total horizontal area included within lot lines. Where the front

lot line is the centerline of a street or lies in part or in whole in the street area, the lot
area shall not include that part of the lot in use or to be used as the street.

217. LOT, CORNER See CORNER LOT

218. LOT COVERAGE The part or percent of the lot occupied by buildings including
accessory buildings.

219. LOT DEPTH The mean horizontal distance from the front street line to the rear
lot line.

220. LOT, INTERIOR Any lot other than a corner lot.
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221.
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LOT LINES Any line bounding a lot, including the following:

FRONT LOT LINE. The line separating the lot from the street; in the case of a
corner line, the line separating the narrowest side of the lot from the street.

REAR LOT LINE. The line opposite to and most distant from the front line; in
irregularly shaped lots, it shall be the straight line entirely within the lot, ten feet
long, parallel to and most distant from the front lot line.

SIDE LOT LINE. Any line other than front or rear lot lines.

STREET LOT LINE or ALLEY LOT LINE. Any line separating a lot from a street
or alley.
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Lot Terminology

222. LOT, THROUGH Is any interior lot having frontage on two (2) more or less
parallel streets as distinguished from a corner lot. In the case of a row of double frontage
lots, all sides of said lots adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage, and front

yards shall be provided as required.
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