RESOLUTION NO. 2019- 39R

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SELMA,
CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ITS INTENT TO TRANSITION FROM
AT-LARGE TO BY-DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER ELECTIONS
PURSUANT TO ELECTIONS CODE SECTION 10010

WHEREAS, the five members of the City Council of the City of Selma ("City") are
currently elected in "at-large" elections, in which each City Councilmember is elected by the
registered voters of the entire City; and

WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 34886 in certain circumstances,
authorizes the legislative body of a city of any population to adopt an ordinance to change
its method of election from an "at-large" system to a "district-based" system in which each
council member is elected only by the voters in the district in which the candidate resides;
and

WHEREAS, the California Legislature in amendments to Elections Code Section
10010, has provided a method whereby a jurisdiction can expeditiously change to a by-
district election system and avoid the high cost of litigation under the California Voting
Rights Act (“CVRA"); and

WHEREAS, the City Council has concluded it is in the public interest to begin the
process of transitioning from at-large to district-based elections due to the uncertainty of
litigation to defend against a CVRA lawsuit, the potentially extraordinary cost of such a
lawsuit, even if the City were to prevail; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code subdivision 10010(e), if the City adopts a
resolution outlining its intention to transition from at-large to district-based elections,
specific steps it will undertake to facilitate this transition, and an estimated time frame for
doing so, then a prospective plaintiff may not bring a CVRA lawsuit within 90 days after
that resolution’s passage and, assuming the City adopts a district-based electoral system, the
City cannot be sued under the CVRA; and

WHEREAS, prior to the City Council's consideration of an ordinance to establish
district boundaries for a district-based electoral system, California Elections Code Section
10010 requires all of the following:

1. Prior to drawing a draft map or maps of the proposed boundaries of the districts, the
City shall hold at least two (2) public hearings over a period of no more than thirty (30)
days, at which the public will be invited to provide input regarding the composition of
the districts;

2.  After all draft maps are drawn, City shall publish and make available for release at
least one draft map and, if members of the City Council will be elected in their districts
at different times to provide for staggered terms of office, the potential sequence of the



elections shall also be published. The City Council shall also hold at least two (2)
additional hearings over a period of no more than forty-five (45) days, at which the
public shall be invited to provide input regarding the content of the draft map or maps
and the proposed sequence of elections, if applicable. The first version of a draft map
shall be published at least seven (7) days before consideration at a hearing. If a draft
map is revised at or following a hearing, it shall be published and made available to the
public for at least seven (7) days before being adopted; and

WHEREAS, the City has retained an experienced demographer to assist the City to
develop a proposal for a district-based electoral system; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of a district-based elections system will not affect the terms
of any sitting Council Member, each of whom will serve out his or her current term.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SELMA
HEREBY FINDS, DETERMINES AND RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by
reference.

Section 2. The City Council hereby resolves to consider adoption of an ordinance to
transition to a district-based election system as authorized by Government Code Section
34886 for use in the City's General Municipal Election for City Councilmembers beginning
in November 2020.

Section 3. The City Council directs staff to work with the City’s demographer, and other
appropriate consultants as needed, to provide a detailed analysis of the City’s current
demographics and any other information or data necessary to prepare a draft map that
divides the City into voting districts in a manner consistent with the intent and purpose of
the California Voting Rights Act and the Federal Voting Rights Act.

Section 4. The City Council hereby approves the tentative timeline as set forth in Exhibit A,
attached to and made a part of this resolution, for conducting a public process to solicit
public input and testimony on proposed district-based electoral maps before adopting any
such map.

Section 5. The timeline contained in Exhibit A may be adjusted by the City Manager as
deemed necessary.

Section 6. The City Council directs staff to post information regarding the proposed
transition to a district-based election system, including maps, notices, agendas and other
information and to establish a means of communication to answer questions from the
public.

Section 7. Severability. The provisions of this Resolution are severable and if any
provision, clause, sentence, word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid,
unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any person or circumstances, such illegality,




invalidity, unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the
remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, sections, words or parts thereof of the
Resolution or their applicability to other persons or circumstances.

Section 8. Effective Date. That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this
Resolution and that the same shall be in full force and effect.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of
the City of Selma on this 15™ day of July 2019 by the following roll call vote:

AYES: 5 COUNCIL MEMBERS: Trujillo, Guerra, Avalos, Franco, Robertson
NOES: 0 COUNCIL MEMBERS: None
ABSTAIN: 0 COUNCIL MEMBERS: None
ABSENT: 0 COUNCIL MEMBERS: None

Scott Robertson, Mayor
ATTEST:

Wi pin Ui

ReynaLRivera, City Clerk




Exhibit “A”

Timeline
Implementing By-District Elections for City Council Members

Date Action

August nd Hold two public hearings to gather public input on communities of intest (no draft '
August 12 maps drawn until these are complete)

August 26  Allinitial draft maps posted on or before this date

September 16  Hold public hearing and introduction of ordinance (this public hearing could be
combined with the September 16 public hearing, if desired)

November First three districts hold elections
2020

November Remaining two districts hold elections
2022




