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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BI-WEEKLY COUNCIL UPDATE 

(3/17/18 – 3/30/18) 

Crime Trends 
 

 Over the last 28 days, overall crime in the city of Selma has risen by 5%. Reported 
violent crime during this period rose 50% (15 vs 10 reported crimes), including two (2) 
incidents where an individual was struck by gunfire (non-life threatening).  Several 
arrests in conjunction with these events have been made during this time period, as 
additional officers have been assigned to patrol, multiple VIPs have provided an extra 
police presence, and outside agency assistance has also been utilized.  
 

 Reported Property Crime has continued to drop during this 28-day period, led by a 
38% reduction in Auto Theft. 
 

SIGNIFICANT CALLS FOR SERVICE 

 On 3/18/18, at approximately 3am, officers responded to reports of shots fired at the 
Denny's restaurant, located at 2763 Highland Avenue. Upon arriving, it was discovered 
that all parties involved had already left the scene. From the investigation it was 
reported that there was a large group of approximately 8 Hispanic males (18-22 years 
of age) that had been inside of the Denny's eating. While inside, a second group of 
three or four Hispanic males (18-22 years of age) walked into the Denny's. As they 
walked in, they did not exchange any words with a large group, but there appeared to 
be some tension. The group of four males walked to the bathroom. As they walked 
out, they walked past the large group. As they did, several males from the large group 
got up and began to chase the small group of males out of the Denny's. As the small 
group was running it out of the front door, one of them fired four shots from an 
unknown type of 9mm handgun, striking the front door and the toy vending machine. 
The small group of males then left the area and an unknown type of car. The large 
group of males then ran out of the Denny's and left in unknown vehicles. 

 
Four 9mm casings were found on the sidewalk in front of the Denny's. Four bullet 
holes were found and two bullets were recovered. There was no trace of evidence 
found at the scene which would indicate that anyone was injured from the shooting.  
It could not be determined if any of the involved parties were from the Selma area. 

 

 On 3/21/18, at approximately 8pm, officers were dispatched to 2737 Whitson Street, 
(Verizon Wireless) in regards to a robbery. Upon arrival, the store clerk said a male 
subject wearing what she described as a Halloween mask came into the store and 
demanded she open the safe. The suspect escorted the victim to the backroom where 
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the safe is located and made the store clerk open the safe. After the clerk opened the 
safe, the suspect took an undisclosed amount of currency and 45 cellular phones. The 
suspect fled the store through the back emergency exit doors. The victim believes the 
suspect fled in a vehicle however, was unsure. She said she could hear a vehicle 
leaving at a high rate of speed. The suspect is described as being Hispanic, standing 
about 5’8”, wearing blue jeans and gloves. The suspect spoke to the victim in Spanish.  

 
The video surveillance shows to be consistent with the victim’s statement. No weapon 
was used or seen during the robbery. No physical evidence was collected due to the 
suspect wearing gloves.  
 

 On 03/22/18, at approximately 10pm, officers were dispatched to the area of Sheridan 
and Knowles Street in regards to shots fired. Upon officers arrival they contacted a 
male subject lying on his back on the northwest corner of this intersection. The victim 
was shot in the torso. There were two citizens who were attending to the victim. The 
victim was identified as a 23yr old Hispanic male. The victim said, as he was walking 
north bound on Sheridan approaching Knowles Street a dark colored vehicle; possibly 
an Altima, pulled up alongside of him. The victim said as the vehicle pulled up, the 
rear right passenger exited the vehicle and yelled at him. The victim said he continued 
to walk and then same suspect once again yelled at him. During this time, the suspect 
brandished a handgun and fired several times. The victim described the suspects as 
possible gang members and believes these are the same subjects who jumped him a 
week prior. The victim identified the shooter as being Hispanic, chubby, early 
twenties, wearing all blue clothing and white tennis shoes. Victim said he can possibly 
identify the suspect and the vehicle.  There were no witnesses or shell casings located 
during the canvass.  

 
 On 3/23/18, at approximately 2:30pm, officers responded to Adventist Community 

Hospital emergency room. Dispatch advised that the patient had just walked into the 
emergency room with a small stab wound to the back lower neck area. The victim 
stated he just recalled that he was walking in front of The Estrella Restaurant and 
unknown male subjects ran up behind him, stabbed him in the back then ran off. 
Surveillance video from The Estrella Market next door shows that four subjects in an 
older model, lowered black four-door pickup parked in the restaurant parking lot and 
exited the vehicle chased the victim and attacked him. The four subjects then got back 
into the pick up and left the area northbound Thompson to Whitson Ave and drove 
away in an unknown direction. No further information. 
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 On 3/26/18, at approximately 10:15pm, a patrol officer ran a license plate of a White 
Ford Crown Victoria which came back as a stolen.  While attempting to make a vehicle 
stop, the driver of the Ford took the NB Hwy 99 on-ramp and the officer began a 
pursuit along with an assisting officer.  When the Ford entered Fowler the driver took 
the off-ramp at Merced St.  The initial officer in pursuit, following the Ford, was struck 
as he was crossing Merced St. by an uninvolved motorist, taking him out of the 
pursuit.  The driver of the stolen vehicle then got back onto the NB Hwy 99, still 
pursued by the second officer.  At Clovis Ave., the suspect took the NB Clovis Ave. off-
ramp and continued into the City of Fresno where the driver lost control of the stolen 
vehicle and hit the center median.  Officers were able to take the suspect, Anthony 
David Martinez, age 39 out of Orange Cove, CA, into custody.  The stolen vehicle 
sustained moderate damage and the airbags activated.   Martinez was booked into the 
Fresno County Jail.  No injuries were sustained by any of the parties in the collision.   

 

 On 3/26/18, at approximately 10:45pm, 911 calls were received of a shots fired in the 
area of the Economy Market.  On officers arrival they received additional information 
via  911 that a house had been struck with gunfire at Knowles St. and Van Horn St.  
Upon checking the area officers located several rounds of .40 cal. shell casings at the 
alley.  About the same time a call was received from Adventist Medical Center of a 
gunshot victim that had been dumped off at the Emergency Room.  The victim, a 41 
year old Hispanic male from Selma, had been struck in his lower back. The victim was 
later listed as in Stable Condition at CRMC.  At this time there is no suspect 
information and available and victim won’t talk to officers.   
 

 Personnel Vacancies (existing & pending) 

o A Conditional Offer of Employment for a sworn officer position was issued on 

3/27/18, leaving two remaining vacant positions. Another background package 

was finished this week, and an interview is scheduled next week.  If successful, 

one sworn position would remain vacant. 

o An oral interview panel for the next 8 police officer applicants is scheduled for 

next week. 

o Records Clerk position filled, started March 21 

o Dispatch candidate background nearly completed. 
 

Special Events 

 Planning for the first event for the 2018 The Bringing Broken Neighborhoods Back to 
Life program has begun.  The first event, co-sponsored by the SMART Center and the 
Church of the Nazarene. 
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