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PROJECT GOALS 

1. Educating Minnesotans about the racist practices perpetrated by 

developers, real estate agents, lawyers, and local, state and federal 

governments to establish segregated housing and keep wealth and 

opportunity away from communities of color.  

2. Educating Minnesotans so that they understand who has directly and 

indirectly benefitted from historically racist practices and how those 

practices have shaped access to property, homeownership and wealth 

over time.  

3. Taking action to dismantle the racist systems that perpetuate inequality 

and devoting resources to create equity for communities of color.  



Overview of Racist and Exclusionary Housing 
Policies 

• Homestead Act of 1862 
• Racial Zoning 
• Federal Housing Administration – 
1934 

• Redlining 
• Discriminatory Covenants 
• Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944/G.I. Bill 

 

 



What are Discriminatory Covenants? 

 

Racially restrictive covenants refer to contractual agreements that 
prohibit the purchase, lease, or occupation of a piece of property 

by a particular group of people.  

 

 
 

 

 







History of racially restrictive covenants 

• Evolved in response to the 1917 court ruling (Buchanan v. Warley) that 
declared municipally mandated racial zoning unconstitutional.  

• Encouraged by federal government’s practice of “redlining” in its 
underwriting of federally funded home loans. 

• Became so socially acceptable that in “1937 a leading magazine of 
nationwide circulation awarded 10 communities a ‘shield of honor’ for 
an umbrella of restrictions against the ‘wrong kind of people.’  

• By 1955, discriminatory covenants were recorded against 23,311 
parcels in Hennepin County. 

 
 

 



www.mappingprejudice.org  



Racially Restrictive  

Covenants in Richfield  

 





Important Legal Milestones  

   1940s: NAACP launched a sustained legal campaign against 
covenants. 

 1948: U.S. Supreme Court to rules covenants are unenforceable in the 
landmark case Shelley v. Kramer.   

 1953: Minnesota Legislature prohibited the use of racial restrictions in 
real estate documents.  

 1968:  Federal Fair Housing Act made racially restrictive covenants 
explicitly illegal. 

 2019: Minnesota Legislature passed law allowing property owners to 
reject racially restrictive covenants (Minn. Stat. § 507.18). 

 

 

 



• Minnesota Governor Tim Walz signs 
covenants bill, June 11, 2019 



Why covenants matter today 
 Covenants divided our community by race. These residential segregation 

patterns persist today.  

 Racial restrictions like covenants depressed homeownership rates for 
Blacks. This has intergenerational consequences. Today the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area has the lowest African American  

 Obstacles to property ownership made it hard for Black families to amass 
wealth. Today the average white household in the United States has ten 
times as much wealth as the average Black household.  

 Racial covenants provide tangible examples of structural racism. 
Awareness of historical injustice is the first step towards real change.  

 Understanding these racial exclusions supports transformative 
policymaking.  



Just Deeds Project: Expectations 
• No formal action is required to join the Just Deeds 

project, but most cities join by passing a resolution of 
support  

• Commit to the Just Deeds mission statement in word 
and in action: 

•  Engaging in community conversations on race and housing. 

• How did systemic racism play out in this community>? 

• Identifying anti-racist action your city and community can 
take to address housing barriers 

• Engaging your city’s Human Rights Commission and City 
Council  

 

 



Just Deeds Project: Expectations 
• Dedicate resources to support the Just Deeds 

mission. Ideas include: 

• Discharging covenants on city-owned property •  

• Publicize the opportunity to reject racially restrictive covenants on their 
deeds. 

• Assist Richfield property owners in rejecting these covenants 

• Dedicated resources to pair property owners with volunteer 
attorneys 

• Join with other Just Deeds cities to create new equity 
tools tailored to city government 

 

 



QUESTIONS ? 

• Visit us at https://justdeeds.org   

• Contact us at info@justdeeds.org 

• Follow us at: 
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/justdeedsmn 

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/justdeedsmn/  

• Twitter: https://twitter.com/JustDeedsMN  

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/just-deeds-mn  

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjR7zeI-1oTTdr4wCv3lnUA  

 


