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PROJECT GOALS

1. Educating Minnesotans about the racist practices perpetrated by
developers, real estate agents, lawyers, and local, state and federal
governments to establish segregated housing and keep wealth and
opportunity away from communities of color.

2. Educating Minnesotans so that they understand who has directly and
Indirectly benefitted from historically racist practices and how those
practices have shaped access to property, homeownership and wealth
over time.

3. Taking action to dismantle the racist systems that perpetuate inequality
and devoting resources to create equity for communities of color.
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Overview of Racist and Exclusionary Housing
Policies

 Homestead Act of 1862
* Racial Zoning

* Federal Housing Administration —
1934

* Redlining
* Discriminatory Covenants

» Servicemen’s Readjustment Act
of 1944/G.1. BIll
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Racially restrictive covenants refer to contractual agreements that
prohibit the purchase, lease, or occupation of a piece of property
by a particular group of people.

—

F. ;-ﬁé.pérsdns of any race other than the Caucasian

race ghall use or occupy any building or any lot,
except that this covenant shall not prevent oc-

cupancy by domestic servants of a different race
domiciled with an owner or tenant.
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D. No noxious or offensive trade or sctivity shall be carried on upon any lot
nor shell anything be done thereon which may be or become an annoyance or nuisance

to the neighborhood.
E. No persons of any race other than the Aryan race shall use or occupy any
* building or any lot, except that this covenant shall not prevent occupancy by

. domestic servants of s different race domiciled with an- owner or tenant.
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THIS INDENTURE, Made on the 25th day of May A« D+ One Thousand Nine Hundred ani ten (1910)
by and between Henry B. Scott and Leonora C. Scott, his wife, by W. P. MoFarland, her attorney in
fuct, of the City of Burlington, Iows, parties of the first part, aml lNels A. Anlerson of the
Connty of Henvepin in the State of Minnesota, party of the second part:

VITNESSETH, That the said partdes of the first part, in consideration of the sum of Five
Hunired Twenty-five and No/100ths (8525.00) Dollars, to them paid by the said party of the
secomi part, the receipt of which is hereby l?:knwhdsad. do by these presents Orant, Bargain,
Sell, Convey and Confirm, unto the said party of the second part, his heirs end sssigns, the
following described Lots, Tract, or Parcels of lami, lying, being and situate in the County of
Hemnepin and State of linnesota, to-wit:

The East One-balf (Es)) of Lot numbered Five (5), in Block numbered Eleven (11), Seven

Oaks Acres, Minneapolis, Minnesota according to the recorded mp or plat thereof on file and of

| The party of the second part hereby agrees thaet

the premises hereby conveyed szhall not at
any time be conveyed, mortgaged or leased to any person or persons of Chinese, Japanese, Moorish

Turkish, Negro, Mongolian or African blood or decent. Said restrictions and oovenants shall run

them are broken by the grantee herein or his heirs or his sssigns, then and in that case this

conveyance shall be void.

TO HAVE AND TO EOLD THE SAME, Together with all the hereditements and appurtenances there=

0 in anywise apperteining, and the said Henry B. Scott, one of the parties of the first part does
! covenant with the sait perty of the secont pert his heirs and essigns, as follows: That they are 3
lawfully seized of sald premises in fee simple, ani that they have good right and power to grant
| amd convey the same; that the sams ars free from all incurbrances whetsosver sxcept epecial install-
! ments of taxes, if any, levied, but not paid and that the said party of the second part his heirs
and aseigns, shall quietly enjoy and Possess the same: and tiat the sald parties of the first part
will WARRANT AND DEFEND the title to the same against all lawful claims.
; IN VITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties of the first part have hersunto set their hands and

‘ seals the day and ysar first above writtens

Signed, Sealet and Delivered Henry B Soott Seal)
in Presence of Leonora .C Soott Seal)
E R Hanbold by WlPe MoFarland Atty in fact.

Biwin J Snith
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History of racially restrictive covenants

« Evolved in response to the 1917 court ruling (Buchanan v. Warley) that
declared municipally mandated racial zoning unconstitutional.

» Encouraged by federal government’s practice of “redlining” in its
underwriting of federally funded home loans.

« Became so socially acceptable that in “1937 a leading magazine of
nationwide circulation awarded 10 communities a ‘shield of honor’ for
an umbrella of restrictions against the ‘wrong kind of people.’

By 1955, discriminatory covenants were recorded against 23,311
parcels in Hennepin County.



Racial Covenants in Hennepin County

Year: 1911 | Total: O

Minneapolis




JUSTLecfs

As pgr? of the Cons/oeration For the purchgse of an
Jo# Or lots im this subd/visian eqchand eyery lotin ™
Sord svbdlivision shell be .suéf'ecf Fo Fhe ﬁlf"vwlﬂj r'elufrrcffﬂﬂs

@) No bui/lding sholl be erected on any éui/d/ﬂ?_
plot except orne detached smyle 'fe:rmfy We/m?
ond g one or fwo car garagé. ‘
(56) No buf/dl'ny shall 599 erécled nearer 7‘#‘{617241‘3-7'
mer Further +han 40 feet from any Front /"4/”7‘9;'9-"6"1"*
Yor g Tireplace chimpey or vestrbvle, nor nearer then
Sevesn Fedr to any sidelol line, This covenant shal
e cﬂﬁ/y #o aﬁnrqje erected on 7he reqgr ona

g rier of o /o .

) Vo moxiovs or offensive Frade shall e carriedon
uporn amy lot nor shall :if_y‘fh:'ng bedone thereon
which m be or become GhH an PDYQnRese Or nUISqnce
Yo rhe nerglborfio adf. ‘
() Vo race or nagtiornality of
shall vse or occupy any dwellin
ercept thatthis coveran! Shal r1et prevent the
occupancy by Somestic Servarnts of ¢ i fferent
race wharid employed by any ovwner or #enqn?i
(e) No Frariler, hasernent garage, barit or othaer
outbuilding ereclted or the tradt shall i any
Hrne he usde a5 a residence temporarily or
permaonent .;m-r \sﬁ://%ﬂy residermce of o
Ferrnorary oliae r e fe
(<) Ve bw"‘ffdf'r? ”qﬁgﬁ/’/’b é}n’ggyﬂ?‘oﬁ ry lo#
wiless #he cost of the bua'/dzﬂ9 sheall b 3800 or more
(gl Al Jots are sulyject to on easer pﬂf‘, over
Fhe rear three 7® forpubhc wfils
ror Fhe ingress and eqress of same,

(h) Al FheSe covenanFs and restrictions are +o
rurr with the land and sholl be binding on
all the partires agrid off fza persons c/om-;ih_g
unde r f/fr:n vatilt Tenvary /,/1962,at which
Fime *lhe coverrants ~estriclions
o

/ e urche r Lo any o e/ or
their he;{:_f. of-a{f.?sf 15 shall vidlate or effempt
of #he coverrqrFs or resfrictions
TJomnvary //962,/F3hall be
JawFul For acmy olftfer penson Or persons
ol ar? rhe r /q‘tf or /oFs l‘n&ﬁq oddition
Fo prosecute any

*

ather *hon white persons

on alry /o

o

7o violate an
herdn befor

HFIELD

roceed’ngs ot either N

Jow or eailfu acainst Fhe perSon or persons [

tles and  IronMon.

N
g,

Racially Restrictive
Covenants in Richfield

ORIGINAL

FPLAT OF

L8 Ei._.}ij;uJ [ 135‘__%.&111 f

[CHERS ALDD/T7/0N

70
AICHFIELD
HENN. CO /7/INVN.

rNorth Jine of Sec.27

W 62% STREET

/f35./6 69

0 g
e ‘& v 4

/33,76

£0
GO,
[3

a
Q

M

Go.
P
~
&
<o,

VE.

(1=}

7S
3. s

GO
™

&0,

277.32

G0.
o

]
w ,-3.

60
~
w

Blr4

e 0.

/8.
BLA

Lieo |60 |60 |60
WWARY AVE.
6 0.
Ly
GO
VORT7H AVE.
h . Go.

QF €00/ | 6oer

Y
8
. o,
N
R
o )

A 2774

2£LL A




JUSTLecfs

ial Covenant

[ ] citymRra property wi Racial

=< LEGEND

- Richfield.mxd ' n

R O
A
R
P B

i i

(D D G X
(e R R R

g%%%% %W% %ﬂ_ﬁ RS

i 8 B 8§ § BE:E

£

! . . E” - _____ e N
_ m It W o -
N T S e T e e e

GO T S S T R A

-

o0 EINEEX

ore DataProj 1al Co




JUSTLecfs

Important Legal Milestones

o 1940s: NAACP launched a sustained legal campaign against
covenants.

o 1948: U.S. Supreme Court to rules covenants are unenforceable in the
landmark case Shelley v. Kramer.

o 1953: Minnesota Legislature prohibited the use of racial restrictions in
real estate documents.

o 1968: Federal Fair Housing Act made racially restrictive covenants
explicitly illegal.

o 2019: Minnesota Legislature passed law allowing property owners to
reject racially restrictive covenants (Minn. Stat. § 507.18).



* Minnesota Governor Tim Walz signs
covenants bill, June 11, 2019
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~ Why covenants matter today

o Covenants divided our community by race. These residential segregation
patterns persist today.

o Racial restrictions like covenants depressed homeownership rates for
Blacks. This has intergenerational consequences. Today the Twin Cities
metropolitan area has the lowest African American

o Obstacles to property ownership made it hard for Black families to amass
wealth. Today the average white household in the United States has ten
times as much wealth as the average Black household.

o Racial covenants provide tangible examples of structural racism.
Awareness of historical injustice is the first step towards real change.

o Understanding these racial exclusions supports transformative
policymaking.
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- Just Deeds Project: Expectations

* No formal action Is required to join the Just Deeds
project, but most cities join by passing a resolution of

support

e Commit to the Just Deeds mission statement in word
and In action:

* Engaging in community conversations on race and housing.
* How did systemic racism play out in this community>?

* |dentifying anti-racist action your city and community can
take to address housing barriers

» Engaging your city’s Human Rights Commission and City
Council
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© Just Deeds Project: Expectations

* Dedicate resources to support the Just Deeds
mission. Ideas include:

» Discharging covenants on city-owned property ¢

» Publicize the opportunity to reject racially restrictive covenants on their
deeds.

 Assist Richfield property owners in rejecting these covenants

» Dedicated resources to pair property owners with volunteer
attorneys

- Join with other Just Deeds cities to create new equity
tools tailored to city government
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QUESTIONS ?

* Visit us at https://justdeeds.org
« Contact us at info@justdeeds.org

* Follow us at:
* Facebook: nttps://www.facebook.com/justdeedsmn
* Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/justdeedsmn/
o Twitter: nttps://twitter.com/JustDeedsMN
 LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/just-deeds-mn
e YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjR7zel-10TTdr4wCv3InUA




