Miisaninawiind :: September 21 - 27, 2020
Contact Us

About Miskwaabekong

Events

Visit Us

Job Opportunities

Departments

Boozhoo and welcome to the Miisaninawiind weekly newsletter!
The Miisaniinawind brings you important news, announcements and updates, designed
specifically for the Red Cliff community. But that's not all. The weekly eNewsletter will also
provide news about neighboring tribes, communities and broader issues across Indian
Country that matter to you.
If you have photos, news or information you'd like to share, please email submissions to
communications@redcliff-nsn.gov.
Check out our website HERE and our Facebook page HERE.
Want to receive the newsletter each week? Sign up HERE.
Click HERE to view this email as a webpage instead.

Red Cliff News & Updates
COVID-19 Community Updates
Various Tribal programs, services, and events have been canceled or
temporarily suspended in our efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19.
An up-to-date list of updates and educational resources can be found on
the Red Cliff Band website.

New Education and Cultural Preservation
Buildings at Cultural Grounds

New buildings will allow community to access services safely
Two new office buildings are being built
at the Red Cliff Cultural Grounds in order
to house the Education department,
Ginanda Gikendaasomin Library, Tribal
Historic Preservation Office, and the
Native Connections department. The
project is scheduled to be completed by
mid-October.
The move for these departments comes
after community feedback valuing the
importance of quality programming
related to education and cultural
preservation, as well as the need to adhere to proper social distancing protocol and safe
environments for community members to access these services during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other locations were considered; however, it was determined the Cultural Grounds provided
the best fit for these two buildings and departments. The Cultural Grounds cover roughly 40
acres. The new buildings will occupy a very small portion of the Cultural Grounds as they are
approximately only 36’ x 60’ structures.
One building will have the Education department and will have the library relocated from the
Tribal Administration building. The other office building will have Tribal Historic Preservation
and the Native Connections department staff.
“We are very happy that the library in Red Cliff will have its own space, which will allow us to
share our collection of Native American focused literature, new resources for community
members attending online schooling, and spaces with open wireless internet access for our
patrons to use,” said Jared Blanche, Education and Library Director. “We look forward to having
the Ginanda Gikendaasomin Library being a space for reading, studying, quiet conversations,
traditional stories, and community events.”
Native Connections Project Manager Mark Gokee said these buildings are the start of more
offerings to the community for maintaining and developing our resilience through Red Cliff
culture and teachings. THPO will also be able to provide more cultural preservation activities.
“This facility will afford much needed space to ensure a safe work area and programming for
staff and community,” said Marvin Defoe, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer. “This will be a
learning place for our community now and into the future.”
The project is being funded by the Department of Treasury CARES Act, and Black Wolf
Construction is completing the site work and foundation for the buildings. The actual buildings
are being purchased through Sustainable Modular Management.
Contact the Tribal Administration Building with any questions at 715-779-3700.
For information on the Ginanda Gikendaasomin Library and Tribal Historic Preservation Office,
visit www.redcliff-nsn.gov.
For information on Native Connections and services available, visit www.redcliffhealth.org.

Stay at Home Resolution Remains In Effect
The Red Cliff Stay at Home Resolution remains in effect until further notice. All Red Cliff
Reservation residents should stay at home except to engage in essential activities.
The Resolution comes after the Red Cliff Community Health Center confirmed an outbreak of
positive COVID-19 cases within the reservation boundaries.
Click HERE to view the signed Resolution, including exceptions to the Stay at Home directive.
Click HERE to view more COVID-19 updates and resources.

Proposed Constitution Changes

The Red Cliff Constitution Committee is proposing important changes
to its Constitution and is seeking feedback from Red Cliff Tribal Members.
Please review the proposed changes and information below,
then provide feedback by emailing constitutioncomments@redcliff-nsn.gov,
or by bringing written comments to the Tribal Administration Building at 88455 Pike Rd.
by October 15, 2020. Due to COVID-19, we are unable to listen to in-person comments.
Recommendations will be made by the Constitution Committee to the Red Cliff Tribal Council.
Click here to view the proposed changes and to learn why these changes are being proposed.

Community Members Needed To
Serve on Government Committees

Chapter 60 Approved - Added to Code of Laws
On September 17, 2020 the Red Cliff Tribal Council passed Chapter 60 - Emergency Declarations
to be added to the Red Cliff Code of Laws.
This addition is effective immediately.
Click HERE to view Chapter 60, or visit www.redcliff-nsn.gov and click on Code of Laws under the
Tribal Government tab.

Proposed Addition to Code of Laws
To all interested persons:
You are hereby notified that the following addition to the Red Cliff
Code of Laws has been proposed to the Red Cliff Tribal Council by the
Red Cliff Legal Department:
Add Chapter 40 - Exclusion and Removal of Non-Members.
Click HERE to view the proposed ordinance.
Public comment on this proposal is encouraged. Please drop your comments at the Tribal
Administration building or forward them directly to the Tribal Council. This proposal will be
voted upon on Tuesday September 22, 2020 at the Regular Meeting of the Red Cliff Tribal
Council. If the Council enacts this code, the code shall become effective upon enactment.

Council Meeting September 22
The Red Cliff Tribal Council meeting scheduled for September 22 will be held virtually.
Community comments and concerns can be sent to secretary@redcliff-nsn.gov to be announced
during the meeting.
Click HERE for the meeting agenda.

Complete the U.S. 2020 Census
Tribal Members, please respond to the U.S. 2020 Census if you haven't already! It's quick, easy,
and answers are kept confidential.
Click HERE!

Tribal Members Urged to Vote
in November 3rd Election
Dear Tribal Member:
Tuesday, November 3rd is Election Day for state and federal government races, and we want to
ensure that every eligible member of our community can cast their ballot. This letter contains
information about how to vote in the 2020 election.
These are the steps you need to take to vote:
1. Register to vote online by October 14th. Website is listed down below. You need a proof
of residency document. You can also register to vote at the polls on the day of the
election which is November 3, 2020.
2. Vote by mail:
3. The deadline to request an absentee ballot is October 29th, 2020 at 5:00p.m.
However, we strongly encourage you to request your absentee ballot as soon as
possible - ideally by October 14th - so that you receive it on time.
4. Fill out and return your absentee ballot. Your clerk’s office must receive your
ballot by November 3 rd (Clerk’s contact information is located on the bottom of
this letter).
5. OR register and vote in person on Election Day, November 3rd.

Register to Vote
In order to vote, you must first register to vote by providing a proof of residence. This can be 1.)
a utility bill, 2.) residential lease, 3.) hunting license, 4.) Conceal Carry license, 5.) paycheck, 6.)
IRS check, 7.) bank statement, 8.) student ID and fee receipt, 9.) affidavit from homeless shelter
or 10.) driver’s license.
You can register to vote until October 14th here: wcv.votewisconsin.com. If you miss this
deadline, you can register in person on Election Day when you vote on November 3rd. If you
register in person, you will need to bring your proof of residence to register and a photo ID to
vote. A tribal ID will work as well.
Request an Absentee Ballot
Once you are registered to vote, you can request an absentee ballot. This allows you to safely
vote by mail so that you don’t have to wait in line at the polling station. The deadline to request
an absentee ballot is October 29th at 5:00p.m. You can request your absentee ballot here:
wcv.votewisconsin.com/absentee. You will need to upload a picture of your photo ID. We
strongly encourage you to request your absentee ballot as soon as possible so that you receive
it in time.
Everyone in Wisconsin needs to show a photo ID when they vote. This could be your WI Tribal
ID card, WI driver’s license, WI state ID, or a passport. For a full list of acceptable photo IDs, visit
our website: ConservationVoices.org/NativeVote.
Fill Out and Return Your Absentee Ballot
Once you fill out your absentee ballot, you will place it in the envelope provided. You will need
to sign the envelope and write your address below your signature. You will also need a witness
to sign the envelope and write their address on the envelope.
Absentee ballots must be received by Tue Nov 3, 2020 before 8:00PM. We encourage you to
return your ballots as soon as possible. You can return your absentee ballot by mail, at an
absentee ballot drop box if your clerk has designated one, or on the day of the election. If you
are unsure of local rules, you can find your clerk’s office here: myvote.wi.gov/enus/MyMunicipalClerk.
Vote in Person on Election Day
If you plan to vote in-person on the day of the election, you will need to bring a photo ID. You
can use your tribal ID (even if it’s expired), driver’s license, military ID or U.S. Passport. You can
find more information about valid ids at: https://bringit.wi.gov/do-i-have-right-photo-id. You
can find your polling place here: myvote.wi.gov. Once you search for your home address at this
link, you can find out the address and hours of your polling location. This polling location may
be different from the polling location you attend when voting in tribal elections.
Questions?
If you have questions about voting or if someone you know needs an ID, please call the nonpartisan helpline 608-285-2141 and trained volunteers will call you back. You can also visit the
Wisconsin Native Vote web page for updated and detailed information:
ConservationVoices.org/NativeVote.
We are working with Wisconsin Native Vote to ensure everyone in our community can vote.
Thank you for your participation.
Town of Russell Clerk:
David L Good
35900 State Highway 13
Bayfield, WI 54814

Phone: (715)779-5338
Fax: (715)779-0249
Email: TOWNOFRUSSELL@CENTURYTEL.NET

Health & Wellness

Click HERE to access the full Behavioral Health September Newsletter.

For other Health Center information or general questions call: 715-779-3707 or
Email RCHealthCenter@redcliffhealth.org
Click HERE to visit the Red Cliff Community Health Center website.
Click HERE for COVID-19 Updates and Resources.

Family & Human Services

Various Family and Human Services offerings have unique guidelines and
hours in response to COVID-19.
See the Notices section toward the top of this newsletter for more
information. You can also call the Family Human Services Division
at 715-779-3706.

Education
ECC Letter to Families:
Welcome and Expectations
Boozhoo! We hope that all our children and families are doing well.
We are writing this letter to update you on what services will look like this fall. We know that
things are challenging right now and we hope that we can alleviate some of your challenges by
providing you an update on what you can expect from us at the ECC and also what you can do to
make this a successful school year.
Our school year will begin on Tuesday September 22nd and will run Tuesday through Friday
until further notice.
Please click HERE to read the Welcome and Expectations Letter to ECC Families.

The Four Values Song
Written and Sang by Julie Erickson "Ms. J" from the Red Cliff Early Childhood Center.
Parents please share and learn this with your children! It is a great way for our children to
learn about these four values.

Free Meals for Children
Notice From Bayfield School District
Starting September 8th, the Bayfield School District is changing food distribution to PICK UP, not
delivery, due to a change from the USDA.
The USDA has issued the District a waiver to feed all children from 0 to age 18 breakfast and
lunches through December 22nd.
The District will return to using the food distribution sites that were used at the end of last
school year.
Please see the below flyer for more information.

Outdoor Experiential Scholarship
Apply by October 1st for the Northern Wisconsin Outdoor Experiential Education Scholarship!
Click HERE for more information and application instructions.
This scholarship pays up to $1000 to Chequamegon Bay area residents in order to participate in
outdoor programs through programs like Outward Bound, Wilderness Inquiry or Northland
College.
Follow the link above to find out more or contact the Duluth Superior Area Community
Foundation at scholarships@dsacommunityfoundation.com.

Boys and Girls Club of Gitchigami
Virtual Lessons
Boys and Girls Club staff have created Virtual Daily Lessons for youth to
follow while the Club is closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lessons incorporate fitness and fun, fine arts, virtual field trips, mental
workouts, and lessons on character, leadership, and service!
Click HERE to access!

Treaty Natural Resources

Housing Authority
Click HERE to visit the Red Cliff Chippewa Housing Authority webpage.

RCCHA Job Openings
Red Cliff Chippewa Housing Authority is hiring! Click HERE to
view and apply for Housing Authority employment.
Current open positions:

Survey Manager

Maintenance Supervisor

Legendary Waters Resort & Casino
Temporary Closure
Legendary Waters Resort & Casino is temporarily closed in compliance with the Red Cliff Tribal
Council Stay at Home Order.
Any persons with campground reservations, hotel reservations, or access to the marina will be
contacted by Legendary Waters staff.

Continue to check for status updates on Legendary Water's Facebook page.
Stay safe!

News Across Indian Country

Community Updates
Interested in upcoming events?
View our Events Calendar .

Red Cliff Tribal Administration Office
88455 Pike Road
Bayfield, Wi. 54814
715-779-3700
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