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Boozhoo and welcome to the Miisaninawiind weekly newsletter!

The Miisaniinawind brings you important news, announcements and updates, designed
specifically for the Red Cliff community. But that's not all. The weekly eNewsletter will also
provide news about neighboring tribes, communities and broader issues across Indian
Country that matter to you.

If you have photos, news or information you'd like to share, please email submissions to
communications@redcliff-nsn.gov.

Check our Facebook page HERE and our website HERE. We are working on a new website
and can't wait to share it with you!

Want to receive the newsletter each week? Sign upHERE.

Click HERE to view this email as a webpage instead.

Red Cliff News & Updates

COVID-19 Community Updates

Various Tribal programs, services, and events have been canceled or
temporarily suspended in our efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19.

An up-to-date list can be found on the Tribal Facebook page, and is
updated continuously throughout each day.

You can also find a series of video updates from the Red Cliff Health
Division on the Tribal Facebook page.



http://redcliff-nsn.gov/
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/Tourism/tourism.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/resources/resources.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/Tourism/tourism.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/Heritage&Culture/heritage.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/Employment/employment.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/Directory/directoryindex.htm
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/divisions/divisions.htm
https://www.facebook.com/RedCliffTribe/
http://redcliff-nsn.gov/
https://conta.cc/2U2D1YN
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=4767a547-5d21-4361-a318-f637def8f616&preview=true&m=1133047698056&id=preview
https://youtu.be/FjhDaODm-gs

Stay Home Resolution ends, no motion to extend

The Red Cliff Tribal Council’s Stay at Home Resolution ended on June 12,
2020. There was

no motion to extend the resolution at Tribal Council’s most recent
meeting.

While the resolution has expired, Tribal Council and Red Cliff Health
officials encourage community members to continue practicing safe
personal hygiene and social distancing measures.

For information related to health guidelines, contact the Red Cliff Community Health Center at
715-779-3707.

Area Residents Test for COVID-19

Red Cliff Tribal Members and surrounding area residents
took advantage of a free drive up testing event on June
11 at the Legendary Waters parking lot. The testing
event was coordinated by Red Cliff Health officials and
the Wisconsin National Guard.

Over 350 people got tested at the event. The number of

positive and negative tests is expected to be shared by the health department this week. No
personal identifying information will be given about anyone who has tested positive or
negative.

Event coordinators also gave away over 500 cloth masks.

Last week, Tribal Council Member and Red Cliff elder Marvin Defoe encouraged Red Cliff
residents to get tested.

"If you find out you are carrying COVID-19, you will be able to help protect our elders and
community members," said Defoe. "This is about helping and protecting the community."

The Red Cliff Health Department urges community members to continue practicing proper
personal hygiene and appropriate social distancing.

Red Cliff Campgrounds Opened to Tribal Members

Red Cliff's Buffalo Bay and Point Detour Campgrounds
are now open to Tribal members and their families.
There is currently no camping fee associated with these
sites.

General amenities will not be available to campers,
however portable restroom facilities will be provided.
Families are encouraged to continue to follow safe social
distancing guidelines as the Tribe begins Phase | of reopening. While no date is set for the
beginning of Phase I, it is scheduled to include the reopening of the Marina and Legendary
Waters Snack Bar (takeout only).




All reopening phases will be at the advisement of our health professionals and Red Cliff
Emergency Response Team.

Camping and Gathering Permits
Available to Tribal Members

Tribal Members are able to access camping and gathering permits on theGreat Lakes Indian Fish
& Wildlife commission website.

On Friday, June 12, Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest opened additional recreation sites.
For a full list of open areas and other up-to-date information, visit the Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest website.

Click HERE to read the full news release.

Council Statement on George Floyd, Protests
June 10, 2020

The Red Cliff Tribal Council stands in solidarity with the black community in the wake of the
murder of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police. For far too long, black and
native people have been disproportionately subjected to unwarranted violence at the hands of
police. Many of our tribal members have experienced this firsthand.

While recent events have now given this issue center stage in the national conversation, many
of our tribal members realize the only thing that has truly changed is that the curtain has been
lifted because of our digital age and the ability of everyday citizens to record such reprehensible
conduct by those sworn to protect and serve.

We encourage and support lawful protest and demonstration designed to shed a light on police
brutality, and we support the demilitarization of the police and a return to community policing.
We stand in support of all lawful protests and demonstrations designed to end police brutality
against people of color. As a nation we cannot say that “All Lives Matter” until native and black
lives matter.

Miigwech,

Red Cliff Tribal Council



http://glifwc.org/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/CNNF
https://www.fs.usda.gov/news/cnnf/news-events

Family Human Services Advisory Board Openings

The Red Cliff Tribal Council is seeking two (2) individuals interested in
serving on the Family and Human Services Advisory Board.

For further information please contact Rebecca Benton at 715-779-
3706.

If you are interested in serving on this committee, please pick up an
application at the front desk of the administration building.

Please return your application to the receptionist at the administration building.

The deadline to return your application is July 15, 2020 at 4:00 PM.




Red CIliff Gear \4\

1.) Red CIiff Pin $10.00 2.) Table Top Flag $15.00 3.) Iron On Patches $20.00 ea.

4.) Leather Padfolio w/Logo 5.) Bistro Mug w/Logo $10. 6.) 3x5 Flag $75.00
Large $40.00 =

Small $20.00

7.) Native Wisconsin Books $10.00

(e Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

rf’b ﬁ\ e 2
“ ) Administration Building Thank you for your support!

88455 Pike Rd

(715)-779-3700




VIM
Work Group Has Been
Postponed. The Estimated
dates will be in August.

If you have questions
please call Julie Gordon
at Admin. 715-779-3700

COVID-19 Spotlight: RCPD

Red Cliff Police Chief Kyle Cadotte would like to send a Chi
Miigwech to the community and to his fellow officers for the
efforts put in during the COVID-19 pandemic.

RCPD, like all other tribal entities, has been forced to adapt
to stringent sanitary and safety precautions. Cadotte said he
is extremely impressed with the officers' dedication to the
community and the job.

"It's been a new level of seeing the officers step up, and not
one time has any officer missed a shift since the pandemic
began," said Cadotte. "They are always impressing me with




their endurance and resilience, and the fact that not a single
shift was left open while we are all facing and fighting the
pandemic is admirable."

Community members are encouraged to continue to reach
out to RCPD in times of need at 715-779-3733.

Peterson's Foods New Hours

Peterson's Foods will begin operating with
new hours beginning Monday June 15. The
store can be reached at 715-779-5

MONDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM
TUESDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM
WEDNESDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM
THURSDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

FRIDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

SATURDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

SUNDAY: 7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Red CIiff Court Policy Updated

The Red Cliff Tribal Court has issued updated guidelines in the interest of public health and
safety to provide procedures and directions for proceedings and essential court functions during
the next several weeks. These guidelines are emergency and temporary measures and are
effective until further notice as of June 12, 2020.

Click HERE to view the updated court policy.

We're All In Grant Now Open
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The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) will issue 30,000 grants of $2,500 to Wisconsin
small businesses to help them get back on their feet amid disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Funded by the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, WEDC's We're All In Small
Business Grant aims to assist with the costs of business interruption or for health and safety improvements,
wages and salaries, rent, mortgages and inventory.

APPLICATION PERIOD 8:00 a.m., Monday, June 15 - 11:59 p.m., Tuesday, June 23.

BE PREPARED Applicants are encouraged familiarize themselves with the eligibility requirements that can
be found at wedc.org/WAI-Small-Business-Grant

Gathering the necessary documents prior to applying will also help streamline the process:

[V] 2018 or 2019 federal tax return for business. Applicable tax returns are:

B[RS form 1065 Partnership Return (no K-1s required)

B |RS form 1120 Corporation Return (no schedules required)
B |RS form 1120S S Corporation Return (no K-1s required)

B |RS form 1040 (sole proprietors) and the following:

B Schedule C, Profit and Loss from Business

m Signed and dated W-9 form available at www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf

@ A letter or email of acknowledgement from a community organization indicating your business was
in operation in February 2020. The letter or email can be from any of the following:

Chamber of commerce Local bank, credit union or community

Main Street or Connect Communities organization development financial institution

Local business improvement district Regional UW Small Business Development Center

Neighborhood economic development association U.S. Export Assistance Center - Wisconsin
Local economic development organization Regional economic development organization
County economic development organization Regional Planning Commission

Municipality, including tribal government Tradsassadiation

County

Sample text for a letter or email can be found at @ WISCONSIN ECONOMIC
wedc.org/WAI-Small-Business-Grant DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

GLITC Job Opening

Aging and Disability Services Director

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council is a non-profit organization formed by the Native American
Tribes of Wisconsin. We serve all WI tribes by providing administration of grant-funded
programs either directly or with sub grants. Programs serve a range of functions from Children
to Elders. Our Mission is: To Enhance the quality of life for all Native People.

Aging and Disability Services Director
The Aging and Disability Services (ADS) Director will manage and direct the Tribal Aging and
Disability Benefits Program and associated staff. This position will work in partnership with




tribal health and human services agencies and Aging and Disability Resources Centers (ADRCs) in
the tribes’ service area to ensure that tribal members receive culturally appropriate information
about ADRC services and are able to comfortably and effectively access long term care services.

This position assists tribes in researching and developing tribal capacity to provide multiple
aging and disability programming. The ADS Director oversees, directs and supports assigned
staff in individual and organizational advocacy, planning for new services, promotion of existing
services and assurance of service quality. Daily attendance is an essential function of this
position. Frequent travel is required to fulfill the duties of this job.

Compensation is set between $60K - $70K annually. Applications are due by July 10, 2020.

Click HERE to learn more about the position and to apply.

Health & Wellhess



https://glitc.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=38

Red Cliff Pharmacy
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We are trying to keep everyone safe and
healthy during this pandemic so
we are continuing to offer curbside pick-up.

We are asking you to try to fill everything that
you will need so you do not have to make
multiple visits for med pick-up.

Call pharmacy to arrange a time/day and we
can run your medication out to you.

Pull up in front of the pharmacy waiting
area so that we can see your vehicle.

A pharmacist would like to talk to you if
you have any questions on your
medications.

Any questions please call pharmacy at
715-779-3157




RECOVERY MEETINGS ONLINE
Red Cliff-Bayfield-Washburn-Iron River

Below is a list of local recovery meetings that have been scheduled online through
Zoom teleconferencing services.

* You will need a WiFi connection to access these meetings by smartphone, tablet or
computer. In some cases there is a telephone call-in number.

» There is a meeting link, ID, and password (below) for each specific meeting. If you don’t
have Zoom installed on your device you’ll be mstructed when you use the meeting link.

« Most meetings are limited to 40 minutes.

Bayfield Monday Night AA Group (Little Sand Bay)
7PM Monday night, Meeting ID: 9955440480 Password:040435
Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/1/9955440480 or call (312)626-6799

Iron River Tuesday Night AA (Northern Lakes Alano Club)
7PM Tuesday night

Up to a week in advance send an email to ironriveraa@gmail.com They will send an invite back to you with a
link for that week’s meeting

Red CIliff Wednesday Night Wellbriety

6PM Wednesday Night, Meeting ID:745 466 870 Password: nicetry
Link: https://us04web.zo0m.us/i/745466870?pwd=Y2dtVC90K3AYOEYOTIcvMES6Z1FiQT09

Washburn Friday Night AA Group
7PM Friday Night, Meeting ID: 679 698 038 Password 107048
Link: https://zoom.us/}/679698038 ?pwd=W StpNEFjbnZ pemF 6bjBuS2JCd0JCdz09
Use Link or call (312) 626-6799 to join meeting

Red Cliff Friday Night AA Group
6PM Friday, Meeting ID: 336 665 9454 Password: REDCLIFF
Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/}/33666594 54

Use Link or call (312) 626-6799 to join meeting

The Behavioral Health Department has released its June newsletter.

Click HERE to view!



https://files.constantcontact.com/882d7eec701/ec604f53-ebee-4d91-b77b-d2cc47ee5437.pdf

Behavioral Health Department

MH & AODA OutpatienteCCSe CSTe TOReRCTREE# Native ConnectionseNoojimo’ewewine MWC

June, 2020 NEWSLETTER

Featured Articles/Program Boozhoo from the Red Cliff

Updates Community Health Center’s
Behavioral Health team!

WEICOME o We are excited to bring you news that you may

CCS Program Spotlight-2 find helpful. We hope to be able to provide
TR information that you can use or share with

LR LS others if you feel you are currently

CES S ErVICEE  asiinisnmessniss experiencing hard times, feeling down, or may

Meet the CCS Staff-. . not feel like you have anywhere to go.

RCTREE Program- Please use this newsletter as a resource for you
Mental Health & AODA to know you are NOT alone, and there are
services that are here to help right in our own
Outpatient Program tribal community!

Native Connections
During the month of June we wanted the
community to become more aware the services
Online Recovery Groups- that the Red Cliff Comprehensive Community

g??ﬁz:;:r?a'gaglfnllgortant services (CCS) provides.

Phone numbers & Addresses- 6

Nooji News

Did you know...

« The Wisconsin CCS program is only
available in the state of Wisconsin

Red Cliff is one of only 3 tribes that
operate a CCS program

Each individual's experience with
CCS is unique.

Available in 67 counties and three
tribal nations

For other Health Center information or general questions call: 715-779-3707 or
Email RCHealthCenter@redcliffhealth.org

Click HERE to visit the Red Cliff Community Health Center website

Family & Human Services

Elder Abuse Awareness Month

By Nora Cadotte, Family Violence Prevention
Advocate

Boozhoo Red Cliff Community,



mailto:RCHealthCenter@redcliffhealth.org
http://redcliffhealth.org/

June is Elder Abuse Awareness month. The Red Cliff N&"S_',& MORE
Family Violence Prevention Program would like to TOGETHER WE CAN END THE VIOLENCE
share some important information with all of Red CHf Famly Violence Prevention Program
you. Abuse is not a comfortable topic to speak about
especially when it affects our children, women, men,
and our Sacred Elders. Our Elders guide us, teach us,
pray for us, and carry on our culture and traditions.

When | was researching this topic, | came across
many terrifying stories and articles. You never think
that this goes on in our community but, | would like

to share a personal story that happened right here in
our community. To one of our elders.

My Grandma was over 80 years old, lived alone and was a widow. She was strong willed,
opinionated and very independent. She also had a big heart and would help anyone in

need. One summer day, a knock came to her door. It was summer time and she always needed
help with outdoor yard work. She hadn’t called anyone, but this young adult just appeared at
her doorstep. She took pride in keeping her lawn neat and tidy. This person said he was looking
for work and offered to mow her lawn for twenty bucks. He didn’t have any equipment, a lawn
mower or fuel but if she had one he could do it. Grandma being the kindhearted woman she
was, agreed to this arrangement. She gave the garage key to him and told him to go to the
garage and make sure she had gas. He did what she requested and came back and told her,
there was no gas. She gave him twenty bucks and sent him up the road to purchase gas. He
returned a couple hours later and told her some story about helping someone out who was in
distress. Well, the lawn eventually got mowed that day and Grandma never got any change from
her twenty. She paid him twenty more and he said he would check in a week to see if she
needed her lawn cut again. She thanked him and off he went, in the direction of the casino.

A few days later he stopped by her house again. Just said he was checking up on her, to make
sure she was okay. She visited with him for a few minutes and thought what a wonderful young
man, so caring. After their visit he asked Grandma if she had a few bucks he could get because
he needed some smokes. Grandma didn’t care to support bad habits but, he seemed so nice,
she gave him some cash.

This goes on for about a month before she realizes she is missing large amounts of cash. Her
pocketbook was always next to her recliner. She finally confides in me and | am suspicious. We
talk about who has been in her house and she tells me about this fine young man.

To make a long story short, | confronted this person and told him to never come around here
again. This didn’t deter him so, my husband and her son also told him to get lost. Finally, after
we threatened to call the authorities he left her alone. About a week later, | saw him down the
road at another widow’s house. Predator, targeting our vulnerable elders.

So, it can happen here. We need to watch out for our Elders.

From the Department of Justice Elder Abuse Statistics:

Rural Elder Abuse Research

Elder abuse in rural and tribal communities within the United States is an under-studied and
complex issue. A multidisciplinary perspective is necessary to successfully grapple with issues of
rural and tribal elder abuse which have both public health and legal implications. The following
research is pulled from many overlapping disciplines, published in the United States that pertain
to issues related to elder abuse among rural or tribal older adults.

Click HERE for statistics on elder abuse.



https://files.constantcontact.com/882d7eec701/9fd51467-08c6-4bfd-904b-351c56a1f65d.pdf

More often than not the abuser is someone we know. Sad. The abuse can be physical, verbal,
emotional, sexual and/or financial.

In these changing times we all need to be aware. We need to look after ourselves, our families,
friends, co-workers, our community and especially our Elders.

Check on that elderly neighbor, give them a call just to say hi. Your thoughtfulness and kindness
will be appreciated.

Here are some important numbers:

Wisconsin Elder Abuse Hotline: 1-833-586-1017

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233)

Ashland County Department of Health & Human Services: 715-682-7004 ask for Adult Services
Bayfield County: 715-373-6100 Adult Services

Red Cliff Family Violence Prevention: 715-779-3706

Elderly Feeding Program: New Staff

Hi! My name is Hannah Tutor. | graduated
from Bayfield School in 2018. | enjoy spending
time with my family and playing card games
with them.

I have started working at the Elderly feeding
program as the LTE kitchen helper/aide.

Various Family and Human Services offerings have unique guidelines and
hours in response to COVID-19.

See the Notices section toward the top of this newsletter for more
information. You can also call the Family Human Services Division
at 715-779-3706.

Education
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Richard LaFernier- Bayfield School Elementary Culture Teacher rlafernier @bayfield.k12.wius

Indigenous Arts & Sciences
Summer Youth Program

Indigenous Arts & Sciences Summer Youth Program: A four-day experience with youth from Bad
River, Red Cliff, Ho-Chunk and LDF. In the morning, we will have online workshops with Tribal &
UW-Madison instructors.

In the afternoons, youth will be on their own doing environmental and cultural activities. There
will be incentives for each youth that joins and completes each day.

Any youth interested can sign up via email: alex.breslav@redcliff-nsn.gov



earth | partnership
Indigenous Arts and Sciences

Summer Youth Program

Indigenous Arts and Sciences is going
InterTribal and Online for summer 2020!

Join this four-day experience with youth from Red Cliff, Bad River, Lac du Flambeau
and Ho-Chunk! Mornings will be online, and afternoons will be on your own doing
environmental and cultural activities in your home and community.

This summer’s lineup is Healthy Water, Air, Land and People, taught by Tribal and
UW-Madison instructors.

Laptops are available on loan for youth participants who need them.

July 13-16

o~

Stipends and
10-11:30AM high school

together online credit options

are available in
some school
districts.

~

Afternoon activities
on your own

Interested? Sign up today! Contact local partners for more info:
Stephanie Julian (Bad River IAS): EducationDirector@badriver-nsn.gov
Alex Breslav (Red Cliff IAS): Alex Breslav@redcliff-nsn.gov

Celeste Hockings (Lac du Flambeau [AS): chockings@ldftribe.com
Bethany Redbird (Ho-Chunk IAS): Bethany.Redbird@ho-chunk.com

Boys and Girls Club of Gitchigami

Native Learning Center Art Contest

The Native Learning Center is hosting a poster
contest for Tribal Youth and is offering prizes
for three different age group winners.

Theme: WHAT HOME MEANS TO ME
ENTER TO WIN A PRIZE!

Accepting Submissions from




April 1- June 30, 2020

All Tribal Communities are Welcomed to WHAT HOME MEANS T0 ME

Submit! All Posters Must Be Original Art
Work. A POSTER CONTEST

FOR TRIBAL YouTy
You May Use: Markers, Paints, Crayons,
Colored Pencils, Beads and Fabric! Get as
Creative as you'd like! Create a poster that
shows what home means to you!

All forms of art are welcome; however your

ALL FORMS OF AeT
.. . ARE W, ;
submission does need to be poster friendly. Eecars

Howevever IT boes weep 1o Be POSTER
FRIENDLY. OwNcE You'VE Fimisuep youve
POSTER, SUBMIT A PHATS oF yove
POSTER TO:
WrLMAAIoAu@S‘EMTmBE.com
+

Karsmt.csbsuo@semmlaach

Once you've finished your poster or if you
have any questions, submit to:
WilmaNoah@ semtribe.com or
KrystalCedeno@ semtribe.com

3 AGE GROUP WINNERS!
5-10; 11-13; 14-18

Virtual Daily Lessons

The Boys and Girls Club has created Virtual Daily Lessons for school-age children!
There is a schedule of activities for both 3rd-5th graders and middle to high schoolers.

Want to access the activity links? Simply click on the Closures & Notices post that is pinned to
the top of the Tribal Facebook page. Then click on "Boys & Girls Club Virtual Daily Lesson"
Enjoy!

GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF THE RED CLIFF BAND OF

LAKE SUPERIOR CHIPPEWA

Gitchigami

Treaty Natural Resources

Video Webinar: Red CIliff Venison Workshop

This community workshop was provided by the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife
Commission's Chippewa Ceded Territory Traditional Food Regulatory System Project.

Topics include information on the Food Regulatory System Project and food systems, eating
venison, harvesting venison, as well as licensing and food safety.
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Red CIiff Chippewa Housing Authority

715-779-3744

HOUSING NEWS

Red Cliff Chippewa Housing Authority News Brief  6/15/2020

Leasing/Occupancy Reminders (ext. 3501)

Natural Insect Repellants
« Dust Mites—Mix clove, L Renters Insurance—get coverage to protect your
eucalyptus, lavender & household goods! Insurance on the unit only covers
peppermint oils in a spray the unit itself.
bottle. Mist furniture &
linens & allow to air dry. Inoperable Vehicles—Please remove inoperable
unlicensed vehicles from your yard—they are a
danger & an environmental hazard.

o Scatter leftover coffee
grounds around outside
your home where you
think small critters might
be getting in. They can’t
stand the smell.

Lawn Mowers—Available for rent {($10); includes a
full tanks of gas.

Time to Remodel? (ext. 3516)

— Budget & Calendar—how much of a project can you do? When
do you want it completed by (project start & end times).

— Can you live with the chaos or should you temporarily move out?




— Do your research. Know what you can do yourself & what you
need to hire a professional for. Price work & availability.

= Prioritize—what work should be done first, second & so on.

"Nissia Basina was born & raised in
Red Cliff. A Bayfield High School
graduate, she married her high
school sweetheart after a short
stint at Bemidji University. During
her husband's military career they
moved several times; fravel is now
one of her favorite hobbies! She &
her family have visited nearly every
state and parts of Mexico. They
have come back home {o raise their
2 datughters, Allison (6) & Rylee (3)

around family & cultural values.

News Across Indian Country

Sports Teams Condemn Racism,
Continue Using Racist Names

By Mary Emily O'Hara
from Adweek

Several major league sports teams have posted on social media to condemn racism and show
support for Black Lives Matter protests sweeping the globe.

In support of #BlackoutTuesday, when many brands and organizations posted support for the
Black community in response to police killings, the Washington Redskins football team tweeted
a black square captioned with the hashtag. The Atlanta Braves baseball team tweeted a lengthy
statement opposing “any and all discriminatory acts, racism and injustice.” The Cleveland
Indians baseball team said they were “committed to making a difference.” The Chicago
Blackhawks hockey team—who use the disembodied head of a Native American man wearing
feathers in his hair as a logo—said they were “taking this time to listen and learn.”

But the statements struck many Native Americans as paradoxical in light of years of criticism
aimed at those teams for the names, logos, mascots and chants that indigenous groups find
offensive—and racist.

“The tweet by the Washington Redskins rings hollow to me,” said Roberto Borrero (Guainia


https://www.adweek.com/blognetwork/music-industry-leaders-vow-to-pause-business-for-a-day-in-observation-of-blackout-tuesday/77103
https://www.adweek.com/brand-marketing/land-olakes-isnt-talking-about-its-logo-change-and-thats-a-big-mistake/

Taino), president of the United Confederation of Taino People.

“If the team was really interested in standing in solidarity for racial justice, they would change
their name from the dictionary-defined racial slur they continue to use,” Borrero said. “As an
indigenous person, | feel their tweet comes off as tone deaf, not woke. Violence comes in many
forms, some more subtle than others. Indigenous Peoples are not your mascots.”

The Redskins, Braves, Indians and Blackhawks are among several American sports teams that
still use Native American slurs or imagery (the Kansas City Chiefs are another). All of the teams
have been criticized, or even sued, by Native American groups asking that the names and
traditions be changed.

The Atlanta Braves retired their longtime mascot Chief Noc-A-Homa in 1986. But controversy
remains over the franchise’s signature “tomahawk chop” and foam tomahawks handed out to
fans at games. Last October, the Braves said they would engage in offseason talks with Native
American groups after public criticism from St. Louis Cardinals relief pitcher Ryan Helsley, a
Cherokee Nation member.

The Redskins have been mired in heated battles for decades over the team’s name, which is
widely considered an anti-Native American slur. The team has been sued by Native American
leaders, including Suzan Shown Harjo and Amanda Blackhorse, in trademark court, who tried
and failed to convince courts that a racial slur cannot legally be trademarked.

On Wednesday morning, Blackhorse suggested in a Facebook post that the Redskins should “sit
down.” She did not respond to an Adweek request for comment sent Tuesday.

In 2013, a letter signed by 51 faith leaders asked the NFL to change the Redskins’ name, saying
“words can cause great pain.” More than once, President Barack Obama asked the team to
change the name. In 2015, Obama said it was time for sports teams to “break stereotypes” and
praised Adidas for working with schools to rebrand Native American mascots and logos.

“l don’t know if Adidas made the same offer to a certain NFL team here in Washington,” Obama
said at the 2015 White House Tribal Nations Conference. “But they might want to think about
that as well.”

The National Congress of American Indians has repeatedly opposed the use of the Redskins
name. In a lengthy resolution adopted by the National Congress of American Indians in 2018,
the group explained the roots of the term and why it is deeply offensive to indigenous
Americans.

“The Washington team’s R-word name derives from policies of colonization in which bounties
were paid for the bloody skins of American Indian and Alaska Native men, women and children
as proof of their killings,” the resolution reads.

On Wednesday morning, the NCAI took a more hopeful tone in a statement emailed to Adweek
questioning whether the teams’ support for the Black community might indicate more changes
to come.

“We can only hope that today’s #BlackoutTuesday gestures of solidarity by these professional
sports teams are indications of their commitment to racial equity and respect for the lives and
humanity of all people of color,” said Kevin J. Allis, CEO of the National Congress of American
Indians. “But these teams have a civic and moral responsibility to demonstrate that this
commitment is genuine by taking real action to make our society an equitable, respectful, and
just society for all Americans.”



https://www.ajc.com/news/chiefs-georgia-native-tribes-call-tomahawk-chop-inappropriate/7SHzrtpEHXuPdOP03xpz1N/
https://www.facebook.com/ablackhorse/photos/a.836098896476356/2992922480793976/?type=3&theater
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/faith-leaders-urge-redskins-owner-dan-snyder-and-nfl-to-change-teams-name/2013/12/05/e1dad2be-5dd3-11e3-be07-006c776266ed_story.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/theoval/2015/11/06/obama-washington-redskins-adidas-tribal-nations-conference/75281088/
http://www.ncai.org/resources/resolutions/opposing-the-washington-nfl-team-s-return-to-the-district-of-columbia-until-the-franchise-changes-its-offensive-name

Record Water Levels Could Continue On
Great Lakes Over Next 6 Months

From WPR
By Danielle Kaeding

Water levels are expected to be near or above record highs on most of the Great Lakes over the
next six months, with several lakes already at record levels.

Deanna Apps, physical scientist for the Detroit District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said
Lakes Michigan, Huron and Erie set new records for May water levels, with above-
normal rainfall recorded last month.

She said levels on Lakes Michigan and Huron, which the Corps of Engineers measures together,
dropped about half as much as they usually do between late fall and early winter — and as a
result, the lakes have set water level records every month since January.

"We continue to see high waters, especially on some of the upper lakes — Lake Superior
through Lake Erie. Very close to or above record highs on some of those lakes," said Apps. "It's
shown in our forecast to continue over the next six months."

Lakes Michigan and Huron rose 3 inches in May to 581.96 feet, surpassing the previous record
for the month set in 1986.

Both Lakes Erie and St. Clair, the latter of which lies between Ontario and Michigan, surpassed a
record set last year. Lake Erie has records each month since February, with a 574.41 foot water
level in May. Lake St. Clair rose to 577.36 feet in May.

Lakes Superior and Ontario were both down in May compared to the same time last year. Lake
Superior fell 5 inches to 602.49 feet, while Lake Ontario fell 13 inches to 247.24 ft.

Apps noted water levels on Lake Ontario are still expected to be above average for the next six
months, although levels on the lake are not expected to be as close to the record highs seen on
the other lakes.

High water levels on Lake Ontario caused severe flooding and millions of dollars in damage
along shoreline communities last year, sparking outrage among residents and with New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo. He announced last fall that the state was suing the International Joint
Commission, which oversees outflows established by the International Lake Ontario - St.
Lawrence River Board. He argued the commission failed to manage water levels there.

Apps said officials have been trying to maximize outflows from the lake as much as possible
while balancing other water uses, including safe commercial navigation. She noted drier
conditions in May likely prevented the lake from rising more this spring, adding that regulating
outflows can only do so much to manage water levels.

"They're not able to help control lake levels or prevent extreme high or low water levels, and
we know that because we've seen record high water levels over the last couple of years," said

Apps.

Apps said shoreline flooding and erosion will continue on the upper lakes this summer as Lakes
Superior, Michigan and Huron enter their seasonal rise.

Community Updates

Follow the link below to see



http://lre-wm.usace.army.mil/ForecastData/MBOGLWL-combined_bulletin_and_backpage.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-directs-new-york-state-department-environmental-conservation-sue-international
https://ijc.org/en/loslrb
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