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Red Cliff Fish Hatchery
Lance Bresette-TNR

It is almost that time of the year
where everyone should be getting
their anit (spears) sharpened,
jiimaan (boats) ready and lights
shining bright. If biboon (winter)
ever decides to let up it will be the
period to harvest ogaa (walleye)
in no time. Making certain your
anit are sharp, jiimaan are water
ready, and lights are bright will
all ensure you have successful
harvest.
Walleye stocking in lake

Pictured above and to the right are
some of the Walleye raised in 2020

This year we will be collecting Walleye eggs from lake Namekagon and Upper
St. Croix Lake. We will be working with the WI DNR collecting Walleye eggs on
lake Namekagon and we will be using our shock boat to collect eggs from Upper
St. Croix lake. It is our goal to collect enough eggs to have another successful
walleye season.
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Springtime and warmer temperatures means spear fishing activities will soon begin. Spear fishing begins after
the ice leaves inland lakes. On average this normally takes place around mid-April, however could start earlier
in 2021 if temperatures remain mild. Below is a brief history of spear fishing and a summary of spear fishing
regulations.

The year 2021 will mark the 37 consecutive spring that spear fishing was conducted by the Chippewa tribes in the offreservation waters of northern Wisconsin. An average of 450 tribal members from Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Mole
Lake, Bad River, St. Croix and Red Cliff spear each year.
Spearing has been a tribal tradition for many tribes but the legality of off-reservation spearing came into the public beginning
in 1973 when the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Chippewa filed suit against the State of Wisconsin. The tribe claimed that the
States laws conflicted with tribal hunting, fishing, and gathering activities guaranteed in the Treaties of 1837 and 1842. The
suit was dismissed by the Federal District Court initially but in the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals it was reversed. The
State of Wisconsin petitioned the United States Supreme Court to review the Seventh Circuit Courts decision but the petition
was denied. On August 21, 1987, Federal Judge Barbara Crab reaffirmed the standard principles brought about by other
treaty rights cases throughout the country. She held that the State may regulate in the interest of conservation and that such
regulations are necessary, however, the tribes may enact a system of regulations resulting from another decision on May 9,
1990. Throughout this whole process there were many protests against treaty rights with the worst protests happening while
tribal members exercised their rights.

No member shall spear without first possessing a valid spearing permit issued by GLIFWC and a valid tribal identification
card.

Spear must have: (a) a minimum of three barbed tines which are
a minimum of 4-1/2” inches long; (b) each tine having a barb
extending perpendicular which is greater than 1/8” inch. NOTE:
While spearfishing (open water) no member shall possess any
other harvesting devices, other than a spear.

Photo courtesy of GLIFWC.org

·
·
·
·

No member while fishing off-reservation may have in their
possession fish in excess of the bag or possession limit.

Walleye-(by permit only) – a) one fish may be any size b) one fish between 20” – 24” c) all other up to 20”
Muskellunge-(bag limit by permit only) – a) first fish may be any size b) after first fish, at least ½ of catch must
be at least 32”
Northern Pike - bag limit – 10 per person/day
Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass - bag limit – 10 per person/day
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Miscellaneous Regulations:
Battery cover: No member shall operate any motorboat equipped with a storage battery in the
waters of the ceded territory unless the battery is: a) provided with suitable supports and secured
against shifting with the motion of the boat b) equipped with a nonconductive shielding means to
prevent accidental shorting of battery terminals
· Personal flotation devices: No member shall operate or use a boat unless one PFD is on board for
each person and that PFD is in serviceable condition
· Lighting Equipment: All boats are required to have lighting equipment and be on from sunset to
sunrise: a) one lamp aft (rear) showing a bright white light all around the horizon (Must be visible
for 2 miles on a dark clear night) b) one combined lamp in the fore part (front) of the motorboat
and lower than the white light aft, showing green to starboard (left) and red to port (right) and so
fixed that each side of the combined lamp throws a light from directly ahead to 2 points abaft the
beam on its retrospective side. (Must be visible for one mile on a dark clear night)
-Exception for motorboat operated for spearing purposes: The lighting requirements
shall not apply to a member operating or using a motorboat while actively fishing with a spear
provided that the member is using a light in the front part of the boat as part of such fishing and is
operating the boat at a slow-no wake speed
· Assist by non-members: Those persons who may assist a member: member’s spouse, forebears
(includes only parents and grandparents), children, grandchildren and siblings (includes person
who have one or both parents in common). NOTE: assist is limited to operation of spearing boat
only!
· Waste of Natural Resources: No member shall unreasonably waste, injure or destroy or impair
natural resources while engaging in the exercise of off-reservation treaty rights
· Throwing refuse in waters: No member shall deposit, place or throw into any off-reservation
waters any cans, bottles, debris, refuse or any other solid waste materials
· Sharing of tags/permits: No member shall lend, share, give , sell, barter or trade, or offer to lend,
share, give, sell, barter or trade to any person any identification document, permit or tag issued by
the tribe
·

If you have any questions about spear fishing or any other regulations
related to treaty protected harvest activities you can visit the Great
Lake Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission website at GLIFWC.org or
contact the Red Cliff Wardens at 715-779-3732.
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The Red Cliff Environmental Department has new water quality signs that
will be posted at many of the beaches and mouth of rivers and streams.
These signs will indicate whether it is safe to swim, if there is a swimming
advisory, or when no swimming is highly recommended based on E.coli
levels. E.coli is a type of bacteria that normally lives in your intestines.
Most types of E.coli are harmless. However, when high levels of E.coli are
present in water, it is a strong indication of sewage or animal waste
contamination. Sewage or animal waste contamination can cause diarrhea,
nausea, headaches, or fatigue, and in very rare cases can lead to severe
illness. So keep a look out for the new signs this summer! Water quality
levels will be indicated by a movable
water droplet.

E.coli levels are below
the threshold. There
are no health
warnings
Be aware that E.coli
levels are above the
threshold value
E.coli levels are very
high or have been
high for several
weeks. It is highly
recommended you do
not swim or wade.
For questions, call the Red Cliff
Environmental Department
at (715) 779 –3650
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Stormwater Runoff
What is running off your yard,
driveway, and street and into our
streams and Lake Superior?
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Cleaning products are everywhere in our

homes and offices: on dishes, countertops, furniture, clothes,
floors, windows, and even floating through the air.
But most of the conventional cleaning products we all grew up with
can have negative health and environmental impacts.

Health Effects
à

à
à
à
à

à

Skin and lung irritation
Watery eyes, sneezing
Headaches
Chemical burns
Hormone disruption (&
possible birth defects)
Some products can cause
cancer in the long term.

Environmental Effects
à

à

à

à
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Toxic to fish and wildlife
Can cause excess algae
growth
Many products are oil
based: contributing to the
overuse of oil
Oil based bottles are
usually non-recyclable

Check out these cheap, easy, and toxic free
cleaning recipes to try at home!
All Purpose Cleaner
4 cups water
1/4 cup vinegar
2 tsp borax
2 drops essential oil of your choice
Disinfectant
2 tsp borax
4 Tbsp
3 cups hot water
For stronger cleaner power, add 1
tsp castile soap
Window/Glass Cleaner
2 cups water
1/4 cup isopropyl alcohol
2 drops essential oil of your choice
Mold & Mildew
Use white vinegar or lemon juice

Tub and Tile Cleaner
Rub in baking soda with a damp
sponge and rinse. For tougher
jobs: rub down with vinegar first.
Floor Cleaner/Polish
Linoleum: 1 cup vinegar, 1/4 C
borax, few drops baby oil, 1 gallon
hot water
Wood: apply a thing coat of 1 part
vegetable oil and 1 part vinegar
Brick/Stone Tile: 1 cup vinegar
and 1 gallon water, rinse with
fresh water
Drain Cleaner
1/2 cup salt with a gallon water,
heat and pour down drain

Toilet Bowl Cleaner
1/4 cup baking soda
1 cup vinegar

Stop by or call the Environmental Office with
questions or for
12 more recipes!

Indigenous Words of Maple Syrup
courtesy of the Decolonial Atlas
Which words have you heard before?
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Free raised beds are available for
tribal members.
—
-

Need some backyard garden tilling
assistance?
Look for more details coming soon!

May 27th and 28th at Mino
Bimaadiziiwin Tribal Farm. Look for
14

Looking for signs that spring is here? Keep an ear out for
Omagakii (Frog) and Obiigomakakii (Toad) Calls
Those first tentative frog calls you might hear are one sign
that spring may finally be arriving for real. Melting snow
and ice along with early rains can bring lakes, marshes,
and wooded wetlands to life. One of the earliest frog
species to emerge and begin calling to attract mates is the
Wood Frog. Boreal Chorus Frogs and Spring Peepers are
rarely far behind. All three of these frogs emerge and
become active in early spring as water temperatures reach
50 degrees. Most people probably recognize the highpitched “peep” of the spring peeper call and have heard it
reach almost deafening levels on warm spring nights when
breeding activity is in full swing. However, the calls of
Spring Peeper. Photo credit A.B. Sheldon and WDNR
wood and chorus frogs may not be as familiar. Many
people think a wood frog call sounds similar to a low quacking or chuckling sound, while the call of a
chorus frog is similar to the sound of a fingernail being run along the teeth of a comb. The Northern
Leopard Frog often starts calling shortly after these first three species. It’s call sounds like a short, low
pitched snore. When water temperatures continue to warm into the 60s, breeding activity for those 4
species starts tapering off and other species like the American Toad (a long, drawn out trill) and Gray
Treefrog (a loud, multi-note chirp or trill) add their
voices to the sounds of late spring evenings. Finally as
water temperatures warm into and above the 70 degree
mark, Green Frogs (a short call almost like the sound of
a banjo string being plucked) and American Bullfrogs
(the classic “jug-o-rum” call) can be heard.
The fact that these frogs and toads are so vocal makes
it relatively easy for us to monitor their presence.
Abundant frogs and toads are a sign that wetlands are
healthy. To help monitor the health of wetlands on the
Reservation and adjacent Ceded Territory areas, TNR
wildlife staff began conducting surveys at 13 wetlands
spread across the Reservation’s main stream drainages
in 2020. It is a low tech survey, staff simply visit the
selected wetlands after dark and listen for a period of 5
minutes. Each species heard calling is recorded, and a
note is made of calling activity level – whether only a
A young Obiigomakakii (toad) that may grow to adulthood and add its voice to the sounds of an early summer few easily counted individuals are calling, multiple
individuals are calling with some overlap, or if they are
in full chorus with so many overlapping calls that it is impossible to distinguish individuals. The survey
is run during three different periods, starting in April and ending by mid-July, to cover the water
temperatures and breeding activity of all the species. We hope to make the survey part of our annual
wildlife and wetlands monitoring program. Wood frogs, chorus frogs, spring peepers, American toads,
gray treefrogs, and green frogs were heard in 2020.
Want to learn more about our frogs and toads and recognize their calls? Visit this website!

https://www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/six-frog-species-you-can-find-in-Wisconsin/
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WAABIZHESHI
American Marten
American marten, or
waabizheshi in
Ojibwemowin, is a small
tree dwelling weasel or
mustelid. Waabizheshi is
the only mammal listed by
the State of Wisconsin as
endangered. Thanks to
the Apostle Island
translocation efforts and
some patches of high
quality habitat on the
Reservation, we are now
seeing them on the
Reservation again.
Waabizheshi is a
culturally important
species as it is one of the
many clan animals. Red
Cliff’s wildlife department
has been monitoring
marten in Red Cliff since
2015 with the ultimate
goal of capturing and GPS
collaring a few to help us
learn more.

With the use of GPS
collars we hope to be
able to track their
movements, identify
den trees and other
suitable habitat for
protection, and if they
may be breeding and
producing kits. With
the use of our trail
camera traps we feel
confident in saying that
we now have at least
two individuals on the
Reservation. If you
look at the throat patch
of waabizheshi in these
photos you can see that
they are two different
animals. All
waabizheshi have
different and unique
throat patches which
makes it possible for us
to identify individuals.
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Right: Tanner and Gabrielle on their way
to plant native trees in an effort to
outcompete reed canary grass that has
overtaken a wetland.

Properly cleaning heavy machinery, ATVs,
boats, and other equipment is critical to
prevent the spread of non-local beings.

This patch of Japanese knotweed is an example of a
plant that can consume an entire area and cause
damage to property. Watch out for plants that may
be taking over large spaces, and avoid brining new
plants into your garden unless you know what they
are.
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These are some known non-local beings in/around Miskwaabekong
to keep an eye out for:

Buckthorn

Non-Native Phragmites

Purple Loosestrife

Leafy Spurge

Knotweed
19

Emerald Ash Borer:
Not in Miskwaabekong
yet. To avoid: do not
move firewood long
distances.
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Photo: Bob Wick, BLM
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Photo: Wausau Pilot and Review
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I Broke a Light Bulb – Now What?
By Linda Nguyen – Environmental Director

What is the difference between Compact Fluorescent Light (CFLs), Light Emitting
Diode (LEDs), and incandescent bulbs?
For starters, the composition difference is listed under each blub in the photo below:

Photo Credit: http://arcadianhome.com/blog/troubleshooting-light-bulbs-lighting-fixtures-and-lamps

Incandescent bulbs are the most commonly used type. CFLs consume a quarter of the energy
that incandescent bulbs and tend to last longer – think of the energy cost savings! LEDs are
long-lasting and eco-friendly; they emit no heat and will work in the cold – talk about
versatility! With the change of materials to make longer lasting and energy efficient bulbs,
comes specific disposal methods for broken and expired CFLs and LEDs!
If a CFL or other mercury-containing bulb breaks, how do I safely clean it up?
EPA recommends the following steps to safely clean up any broken CFLs. The most important
steps to reduce exposure to mercury vapor from a broken bulb are:

1. BEFORE CLEAN UP:
a. Have people and pets leave the room.
b. Air out the room for 5‐10 minutes by opening a window or door to the outdoor
environment.
c. Shut off the central forced air heating/air‐conditioning system, if you have one.
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d. Collect materials needed to clean up broken bulb:
stiff paper or cardboard;
sticky tape;
damp paper towels or disposable wet wipes (for hard surfaces); and
a glass jar with a metal lid or a sealable plastic bag.

2. DURING CLEAN UP:
For Hard Surfaces
a. Carefully scoop up glass fragments and powder using stiff paper or cardboard and place
debris and paper/cardboard in a glass jar with a metal lid. If a glass jar is not available, use a
sealable plastic bag.
(NOTE: Since a plastic bag will not prevent the mercury vapor from escaping, remove the
plastic bag(s) from the home after cleanup.)
b. Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass fragments and
powder. Place the used tape in the glass jar or plastic bag.
c. Wipe the area clean with damp paper towels or disposable wet wipes. Place the towels in the
glass jar or plastic bag.
d. Vacuuming of hard surfaces during cleanup is not recommended unless broken glass remains
after all other cleanup steps have been taken. [NOTE: It is possible that vacuuming could
spread mercury containing powder or mercury vapor, although available information on this
problem is limited.] If vacuuming is needed to ensure removal of all broken glass, keep the
following tips in mind:
Keep a window or door to the outdoors open;
Vacuum the area where the bulb was broken using the vacuum hose, if available; and
Remove the vacuum bag (or empty and wipe the canister) and seal the bag/vacuum
debris, and any materials used to clean the vacuum, in a plastic bag.
e. Promptly place all bulb debris and cleanup materials, including vacuum cleaner bags,
outdoors in a trash container or protected area until materials can be disposed of. Avoid leaving
any bulb fragments or cleanup materials indoors.
f. Next, check with your local government about disposal requirements in your area, because
some localities require fluorescent bulbs (broken or unbroken) be taken to a local recycling
center. If there is no such requirement in your area, you can dispose of the materials with your
household trash.
g. Wash your hands with soap and water after disposing of the jars or plastic bags containing
bulb debris and cleanup materials.
h. Continue to air out the room
For Carpeting or Rugs
a. Carefully scoop up glass fragments and powder using stiff paper or cardboard and place
debris and paper/cardboard in a glass jar with a metal lid. If a glass jar is not available, use a
sealable plastic bag.
(NOTE: Since a plastic bag will not prevent the mercury vapor from escaping, remove the
plastic bag(s) from the home after cleanup.)
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b. Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass fragments and
powder. Place the used tape in the glass jar or plastic bag.
c. Vacuuming of carpeting or rugs during cleanup is not recommended unless broken glass
remains after all other cleanup steps have been taken. [NOTE: It is possible that vacuuming
could spread mercury containing powder or mercury vapor, although available information on
this problem is limited.] If vacuuming is needed to ensure removal of all broken glass, keep the
following tips in mind:
Keep a window or door to the outdoors open;
Vacuum the area where the bulb was broken using the vacuum hose, if available, and
Remove the vacuum bag (or empty and wipe the canister) and seal the bag/vacuum
debris, and any materials used to clean the vacuum, in a plastic bag.
d. Promptly place all bulb debris and cleanup materials, including vacuum cleaner bags,
outdoors in a trash container or protected area until materials can be disposed of. Avoid leaving
any bulb fragments or cleanup materials indoors.
e. Next, check with your local government about disposal requirements in your area, because
some localities require fluorescent bulbs (broken or unbroken) be taken to a local recycling
center. If there is no such requirement in your area, you can dispose of the materials with your
household trash.
f. Wash your hands with soap and water after handling of the jars or plastic bags containing
bulb debris and cleanup materials.
g. Continue to air out the room where the bulb was broken and leave the H&AC system shut
off, as practical, for several hours.
How do I properly dispose of the broken or expired CFL or other mercury-containing
bulbs?
Once the broken pieces of the bulb or expired bulbs are contained in a separate bag or packed in
a box, please bring them down to the Red Cliff Transfer Station. The Red Cliff Transfer Station
will accept CFLs and LEDs for a low rate and is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
These bulbs cannot be disposed of as household waste and cannot be recycled because of the
contents. Please notify the staff on site when disposing of any hazardous items.
For more information, check out:
Further details on clean-up procedures: https://www.epa.gov/cfl/cleaning-broken-cfl#qi
Mercury in your environment: https://www.epa.gov/mercury
If there are any questions, please contact the Environmental Department at 715-779-3650 or
email linda.nguyen@redcliff-nsn.gov .
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715-779-3782

