
 

 

 
Red Cliff Band Maps Cellular Coverage for the Apostle Islands 

The map shows coverage areas with goal to increase public safety 

For Immediate Release 

August 3, 2020—The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians in partnership with the United 
States Coast Guard have completed an operation to chart the cellular coverage for the waterways of the 
Apostle Islands. This project is intended to inform the public where cellular coverage may not be 
available for the area’s major carriers. The chart created by this project will show, in broad form, the 
areas where communication may be difficult using a cell phone or other cellular enabled device. The 
public can use this information to plan their recreational activities in the Apostle Islands and may assist 
in the event of an emergency. 

Red Cliff and the USCG mapped cellular coverage around, in, and among the islands. The operations 
covered over 180 nautical miles and more than 10 hours of mapping time. The Tribe used advanced 
software mapping tools connected to Verizon, AT&T, and the First Responder’s Network Authority (First 
Net) networks. Using the results of this survey, the Red Cliff Planning Department used their GIS 
mapping software to produce a chart of the results. The coordination between the Red Cliff Band and 
the Coast Guard in this project is a unique first-time venture. The Coast Guard may use these results to 
assist with their operations.  

The completed chart is intended to be informational. The chart is not authoritative as to exact positions, 
locations, or signal levels that any user will experience on any given day. Cellular service is based on 
many factors, and while as many of those factors have been considered, no mapping will ever be perfect 
for any given individual on any given day. This chart is intended to guide and assist but should not be 
used as the only reason to make a decision regarding safety. 

The Cellular Chart of the Apostle Islands is provided electronically, free of charge, on the Red Cliff Tribal 
Website at www.redcliff-nsn.gov under “Learn About/Find.” 

Theron Rutyna 
IT Director 
Red Cliff Band 
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“Hub of the Chippewa Nation” 
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Esri, HERE, Garmin, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community
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GIS maps are for informational purposes only and are not intended
to represent evidence in title. The representations on these maps
should not be relied upon as the sole determining factor in the
location or representation of any given data. The Red Cliff Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians is not responsible for any
inaccuracies contained herein. Individuals should seek legal advice
or professional survey advice to determine legal boundaries of a
given parcel. By using these maps you agree to these terms and
conditions.
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