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Baapaagimaak
Black Ash
Opposite branches. Large,
 dark brown buds that
 look like chocolate chips!

Zhiishiigimiiwanzh
Silver Maple

Branch tips are grey
and buds are
reddish-white,
rounded, and
grow in
bunches.

Zhiishiigimewanzh
Red Maple

Maples are deciduous and lose
their leaves in the winter, but you
can still identify them by their
bark, branches, and winter buds!

Branch tips are brown. 
Buds are brown,
pointy, and 
look like 
sugar cones!

Zaagibagaa
It Buds / The Leaves Come Out

Branch tips are red-brown
and buds are reddish-purple
and rounded.

Wadikwanan
Branches

Ininaatig / Aninaatig
Sugar MapleMaples are 

one of the 
few trees with
branches that
grow in pairs
opposite from
each other.

Niwii-ozhiga’ige
I Want to Tap Trees!

Mino Bimaadiziiwin Tribal Farm
 Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

A little booklet for
 identifying maple trees

 in the winter

This makes looking at the branches
a good first step in the winter!

Ininaatigobag
A Maple Leaf

Ininaatig / Aninaatig
Sugar Maple

Zhiishiigimewanzh
Red Maple

Zhiishiigimiiwanzh
Silver Maple

Silver maples
have less sugar
in their sap.

Birch trees 
can be tapped
for sugar too! 
They have alternating
branches and brown-
green, pointy buds.

Wiigwaasi-mitig
White Birch

Wiinizik
Yellow Birch

Binemizh
Grey Birch

Mitigomizh 
Oak

Alternate branches and
large, stubby brown buds.
Often a few leaves stay
clinging to the branches
through the winter.

Ash & oak trees can look like maples,
but don't produce edible sap.
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Mii go naasabb ezhinaagwak
It looks the same
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