Farmers Market Promotion

i

Cathy Belcher, Direct Marketing Program Manager, VDACS Office of Direct Marketing Services

Farmers Markets Are Back

» History repeats itself
— George Washington sent
wagon loads of produce
to the Alexandria Market

— Marketing changes
» Competition from neighboring states
+ Competition from across the country
* Global competition

» Back to the basics — local, fresh, safe




Farmers Markets Are Growing

» According to USDA, the
number of markets in the
U.S. went from 1,755 in
1994 to 4,385 in 2006.

 In Virginia, the number of
markets in 2005 was 88.
In 2008, there are more
than 125 and more being
planned.

Benefits for Farmers

Markets are great incubators
Farmers receive better prices

Support for farmland
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Benefits to the Community

Source of fresh, local foods

Market customers frequent surrounding
businesses

Farmers spend more with local businesses
Farms and farmland preserved

What VDACS Can Do to Help
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Visit www.virginiagrown.com for a list of farmers markets in Virginia.




Free Virginia Grown POS

Virginia Grown Point-of-Sale Materials
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Virginia Grown Guides
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Vlrglnla Grown Advertising

Advertising Allocation Program
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Discover What’s Growing on the Market
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« VDACS will pay 50% of your costs
up to $500.

Resources

Visit our Web site
WWW.Virginiagrown.com

Make sure you're on the Virginia Grown
database to receive information on
promotional programs — e-mail me
cathy.belcher@vdacs.virginia.gov




