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c. The terms of the judges of the surrogate’s court in the city of New York
shall be fourteen years, and in other counties ten years, from and including the
first day of January next after their election.

d. The surrogate’s court shall have jurisdiction over all actions and
proceedings relating to the affairs of decedents, probate of wills,
administration of estates and actions and proceedings arising thereunder or
pertaining thereto, guardianship of the property of minors, and such other
actions and proceedings, not within the exclusive jurisdiction of the supreme
court, as may be provided by law.

e. The surrogate’s court shall exercise such equity jurisdiction as may be
provided by law.

f. The provisions of this section shall in no way limit or impair the
jurisdiction of the supreme court as set forth in section seven of this article.

[Family court; organization; jurisdiction]

§13.a. The family court of the state of New York is hereby established.
It shall consist of at least one judge in each county outside the city of New
York and such number of additional judges for such counties as may be
provided by law. Within the city of New York it shall consist of such number
of judges as may be provided by law. The judges of the family court within
the city of New York shall be residents of such city and shall be appointed by
the mayor of the city of New York for terms of ten years. The judges of the
family court outside the city of New York, shall be chosen by the electors of
the counties wherein they reside for terms of ten years.

b. The family court shall have jurisdiction over the following classes of
actions and proceedings which shall be originated in such family court in the
manner provided by law: (1) the protection, treatment, correction and
commitment of those minors who are in need of the exercise of the authority
of the court because of circumstances of neglect, delinquency or dependency,
as the legislature may determine; (2) the custody of minors except for custody
incidental to actions and proceedings for marital separation, divorce,
annulment of marriage and dissolution of marriage; (3) the adoption of
persons; (4) the support of dependents except for support incidental to actions
and proceedings in this state for marital separation, divorce, annulment of
marriage or dissolution of marriage; (5) the establishment of paternity; (6)
proceedings for conciliation of spouses; and (7) as may be provided by law:
the guardianship of the person of minors and, in conformity with the
provisions of section seven of this article, crimes and offenses by or against
minors or between spouses or between parent and child or between members
of the same family or household. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
abridge the authority or jurisdiction of courts to appoint guardians in cases
originating in those courts.

c. The family court shall also have jurisdiction to determine, with the same
powers possessed by the supreme court, the following matters when referred
to the family court from the supreme court: habeas corpus proceedings for the
determination of the custody of minors; and in actions and proceedings for
marital separation, divorce, annulment of marriage and dissolution of
marriage, applications to fix temporary or permanent support and custody, or
applications to enforce judgments and orders of support and of custody, or
applications to modify judgments and orders of support and of custody which
may be granted only upon the showing to the family court that there has been
a subsequent change of circumstances and that modification is required.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limit or impair the
jurisdiction of the supreme court as set forth in section seven of this article.
(Amended by vote of the people November 6, 1973.)

[Discharge of duties of more than one judicial office by same judicial
officer]

§14. The legislature may at any time provide that outside the city of New
York the same person may act and discharge the duties of county judge and
surrogate or of judge of the family court and surrogate, or of county judge and
judge of the family court, or of all three positions in any county.

[New York city; city-wide courts; jurisdiction]

§15. a. The legislature shall by law establish a single court of city-wide civil
jurisdiction and a single court of city-wide criminal jurisdiction in and for the
city of New York and the legislature may, upon the request of the mayor and
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the local legislative body of the city of New York, merge the two courts into
one city-wide court of both civil and criminal jurisdiction. The said city-wide
courts shall consist of such number of judges as may be provided by law. The
judges of the court of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall be residents of such
city and shall be chosen for terms of ten years by the electors of the counties
included within the city of New York from districts within such counties
established by law. The judges of the court of city-wide criminal jurisdiction
shall be residents of such city and shall be appointed for terms of ten years by
the mayor of the city of New York.

b. The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction of the city of New York shall
have jurisdiction over the following classes of actions and proceedings which
shall be originated in such court in the manner provided by law: actions and
proceedings for the recovery of money, actions and proceedings for the
recovery of chattels and actions and proceedings for the foreclosure of
mechanics liens and liens on personal property where the amount sought to be
recovered or the value of the property does not exceed fifty thousand dollars
exclusive of interest and costs, or such smaller amount as may be fixed by law:;
over summary proceedings to recover possession of real property and to
remove tenants therefrom and over such other actions and proceedings, not
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the supreme court, as may be provided
by law. The court of city-wide civil jurisdiction shall further exercise such
equity jurisdiction as may be provided by law and its jurisdiction to entet
judgment upon a counterclaim for the recovery of money only shall be
unlimited.

c. The court of city-wide criminal jurisdiction of the city of New York
shall have jurisdiction over crimes and other violations of law, other than
those prosecuted by indictment, provided, however, that the legislature may
grant to said court jurisdiction over misdemeanors prosecuted by indictment;
and over such other actions and proceedings, not within the exclusive
jurisdiction of the supreme court, as may be provided by law.

d. The provisions of this section shall in no way limit or impair the
jurisdiction of the supreme court as set forth in section seven of this article.
(Subdivision b amended by vote of the people November 8, 1983:
November 7, 1995; November 2, 2021.)

[District courts; jurisdiction; judges]

§16. a. The district court of Nassau county may be continued under existing
law and the legislature may, at the request of the board of supervisors o1
other elective governing body of any county outside the city of New York,
establish the district court for the entire area of such county or for a portion of
such county consisting of one or more cities, or one or more towns which are
contiguous, or ofa combination of such cities and such towns provided at least
one of such cities is contiguous to one of such towns.

b. No law establishing the district court for an entire county shall become
effective unless approved at a general election on the question of the approval
of such law by a majority of the votes cast thereon by the electors within the
area ot any cities in the county considered as one unit and by a majority of the
votes cast thereon by the electors within the area outside of cities in the county
considered as one unit.

c. No law establishing the district court for a portion of a county shall
become effective unless approved at a general election on the question of
the approval of such law by a majority of the votes cast thereon by the electors
within the area of any cities included in such portion of the county considered
as one unit and by a majority of the votes cast thereon by the electors within
the area outside of cities included in such portion of the county considered as
one unit.

d. Thedistrict court shall have such jurisdiction as may be provided by law,
but not in any respect greater than the jurisdiction of the courts for the city of
New York as provided in section fifteen of this article, provided, however,
that in actions and proceedings for the recovery of money, actions and
proceedings for the recovery of chattels and actions and proceedings for the
foreclosure of mechanics liens and liens on personal property, the amount
sought to be recovered or the value of the property shall not exceed fifteen
thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs.

e. The legislature may create districts of the district court which shall
consist of an entire county or of an area less than a county.

f. There shall be at least one judge of the district court for each district
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and such number of additional judges in each district as may be provided by
law.

g. The judges of the district court shall be apportioned among the districts
as may be provided by law, and to the extent practicable, in accordance with
the population and the volume of judicial business.

h. The judges shall be residents of the district and shall be chosen by the
electors of the district. Their terms shall be six years from and including the
first day of January next after their election.

i. The legislature may regulate and discontinue the district court in any
county or portion thereof. (Subdivision d amended by vote of the people
November 8, 1983.)

[Town, village and city courts; jurisdiction; judges]

§17. a. Courts for towns, villages and cities outside the city of New York are
continued and shall have the jurisdiction prescribed by the legislature but not
in any respect greater than the jurisdiction of the district court as provided in
section sixteen of this article.

b. The legislature may regulate such courts, establish uniform
jurisdiction, practice and procedure for city courts outside the city of New
York and may discontinue any village or city court outside the city of New York
existing on the effective date of this article. The legislature may discontinue
any town court existing on the effective date of this article only with the
approval of a majority of the total votes cast at a general election on the
question of a proposed discontinuance of the court in each such town affected
thereby.

c. The legislature may abolish the legislative functions on town boards of
justices of the peace and provide that town councilmen be elected in their
stead.

d. The number of the judges of each of such town, village and city courts
and the classification and duties of the judges shall be prescribed by the
legislature. The terms, method of selection and method of filling vacancies for
the judges of such courts shall be prescribed by the legislature, provided,
however, that the justices of town courts shall be chosen by the electors of the
town for terms of four years from and including the first day of January next
after their election.

[Trial by jury; trial without jury; claims against state]
§18. a. Trial by jury is guaranteed as provided in article one of this
constitution. The legislature may provide that in any court of original
jurisdiction a jury shall be composed of six or of twelve persons and may
authorize any court which shall have jurisdiction over crimes and other
violations of law, other than crimes prosecuted by indictment, to try such
matters without a jury, provided, however, that crimes prosecuted by
indictment shall be tried by a jury composed of twelve persons, unless a jury
trial has been waived as provided in section two of article one of this
constitution.

b. The legislature may provide for the manner of trial of actions and
proceedings involving claims against the state.

[Transfer of actions and proceedings]

§19. a. The supreme court may transfer any action or proceeding, except
one over which it shall have exclusive jurisdiction which does not depend
upon the monetary amount sought, to any other court having jurisdiction of the
subject matter within the judicial department provided that such other court
has jurisdiction over the classes of persons named as parties. As may be
provided by law, the supreme court may transfer to itself any action or
proceeding originated or pending in another court within the judicial
department other than the court of claims upon a tinding that such a transfer
will promote the administration of justice.

b. The county court shall transfer to the supreme court or surrogate’s court
or family court any action or proceeding which has not been transterred to it
from the supreme court or surrogate’s court or family court and over which
the county court has no jurisdiction. The county court may transfer any action
or proceeding, except a criminal action or proceeding involving a felony
prosecuted by indictment or an action or proceeding required by this article to
be dealt with in the surrogate’s court or family court, to any court, other than

the supreme court, having jurisdiction of the subject matter within the county
provided that such other court has jurisdiction over the classes of persons
named as parties.

c. As may be provided by law, the supreme court or the county court may
transfer to the county court any action or proceeding originated or pending in
the district court or a town, village or city court outside the city of New York
upon a finding that such a transfer will promote the administration of justice.

d. The surrogate’s court shall transfer to the supreme court or the county
court or the family court or the courts for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article any action or proceeding which has
not been transferred to it from any of said courts and over which the
surrogate’s court has no jurisdiction.

e. The family court shall transfer to the supreme court or the surrogate’s
court or the county court or the courts for the city of New York established
pursuant to section fifteen of this article any action or proceeding which has
not been transferred to it from any of said courts and over which the family
court has no jurisdiction.

f.  The courts for the city of New York established pursuant to section
fifteen of this article shall transfer to the supreme court or the surrogate’s court
or the family court any action or proceeding which has not been transferred to
them from any of'said courts and over which the said courts for the city of New
York have no jurisdiction.

g. Asmay be provided by law, the supreme court shall transfer any action
or proceeding to any other court having jurisdiction of the subject matter in any
other judicial district or county provided that such other court has jurisdiction
over the classes of persons named as parties.

h. As may be provided by law, the county court, the surrogate’s court,
the family court and the courts for the city of New York established pursuant
to section fifteen of this article may transfer any action or proceeding, other
than one which has previously been transferred to it, to any other court, except
the supreme court, having jurisdiction of the subject matter in any other
judicial district or county provided that such other court has jurisdiction over
the classes of persons named as parties.

i. As may be provided by law, the district court or a town, village or city
court outside the city of New York may transfer any action or proceeding,
other than one which has previously been transferred to it, to any court, other
than the county court or the surrogate’s court or the family court or the
supreme court, having jurisdiction of the subject matter in the same or an
adjoining county provided that such other court has jurisdiction over the
classes of persons named as parties.

j. Each court shall exercise jurisdiction over any action or proceeding
transferred to it pursuant to this section.

k. The legislature may provide that the verdict or judgment in actions and
proceedings so transferred shall not be subject to the limitation of monetary
jurisdiction of the court to which the actions and proceedings are transferred if
that limitation be lower than that of the court in which the actions and
proceedings were originated.

[Judges and justices; qualifications; eligibility for other office or service;
restrictions]

§20. a. No person, other than one who holds such office at the effective date
of this article, may assume the office of judge of the court of appeals, justice ot
the supreme court, or judge of the court of claims unless he or she has been
admitted to practice law in this state at least ten years. No person, other than
one who holds such office at the effective date of this article, may assume
the office of judge of the county court, surrogate’s court, family court, a court
for the city of New York established pursuant to section fifteen of this article,
district court or city court outside the city of New York unless he or she has
been admitted to practice law in this state at least five years or such greatet
number of years as the legislature may determine.

b. A judge of the court of appeals, justice of the supreme court, judge
of the court of claims, judge of a county court, judge of the surrogate’s court,
judge of the family court or judge of a court for the city of New York
established pursuant to section fifteen of this article who is elected or
appointed after the effective date of this article may not:

(1) hold any other public office or trust except an office in relation to the
administration of the courts, member of a constitutional convention o1
member of the armed forces of the United States or of the state of New York in
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