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FOREWORD 

Okanogan County Department of Emergency Management is dedicated to the protection of life, property, 

economic, environmental, and historic and cultural resources throughout the county. Seeking to inform 

and educate the public and reduce the vulnerability of citizens and infrastructure in Okanogan County 

through comprehensive disaster planning and mitigation. 

Hazard mitigation is sustained action to reduce or eliminate the longπterm risk to human life and property 

from hazards. Multi-hazard mitigation planning is a process used by state, tribal, and local governments 

to engage stakeholders, identify hazards and vulnerabilities, develop a long-term strategy to reduce risk 

and future losses, and implement the plan, taking advantage of a wide range of resources. A state 

mitigation plan demonstrates commitment to reduce risks from natural hazards and serves as a guide for 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘέ1 

The Okanogan County, Washington Multi - Hazard Mitigation Plan was updated in 2020-2022 by the 

Okanogan County MHMP planning committee in cooperation with Northwest Management, Inc. of 

Moscow, Idaho. 

This Plan satisfies the requirements for a local multi-hazard mitigation plan and a flood mitigation plan 

under 44 CFR Part 201.6 and 79.6. 

 

 
1 CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ aǳƭǘƛ-IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦέ Wǳƭȅ мΣ 

2008 
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CHAPTER 1: 

PLAN OVERVIEW 

  

IN THIS SECTION: 

¶ Planning Participants 

¶ Phase 1 Hazard Assessment 

¶ Goals and Guiding Principals 

¶ Integration with Other Planning 
Mechanisms 
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CHAPTER 1 ς PLAN OVERVIEW 

OVERVIEW OF THIS PLAN AND ITS DEVELOPMENT 
This regional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is the result of analyses, professional cooperation and 

collaboration, assessments of hazard risks and other factors considered with the intent to reduce the 

potential for hazards to threaten people, structures, infrastructure, and unique ecosystems in Okanogan 

County, Washington. 

In September of 2019, Okanogan County Emergency Management solicited competitive bids from 

companies to provide the service of leading the process to update the Okanogan County, Washington 

Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. The update was to include an in-depth risk assessment for natural hazards 

in Okanogan County and the development of a list of mitigation projects aimed at protecting county 

residents, property, natural resources, infrastructure, and the local economy from the impacts of the 

following hazards: Flood (and Dam Failure), Earthquake, Landslides, Severe Weather, Wildland Fire, 

Volcano, Hazardous Materials, Pandemic, and Terrorism & Civil Unrest. Northwest Management, Inc. 

(NMI) was selected to provide this service to the County. NMI is a consulting firm located in Moscow, 

Idaho. 

The planning team responsible for implementing this project was led by the County Emergency 

Management Office with assistance from Northwest Management, Inc. Agencies and organizations that 

participated in the planning process included: 

¶ Okanogan County Commissioners 

¶ Okanogan County Departments 

¶ City of Omak 

¶ City of Okanogan 

¶ City of Oroville 

¶ City of Tonasket 

¶ City of Brewster 

¶ City of Pateros 

¶ Town of Conconully 

¶ Town of Nespelem 

¶ Town of Elmer City 

¶ Town of Coulee Dam 

¶ Town of Riverside 

¶ Town of Twisp 

¶ Town of Winthrop 

¶ Okanogan County Fire Districts 

¶ City of Omak Fire Department 

¶ City of Okanogan Fire Department 

¶ Town of Conconully Fire Department 

¶ Town of Coulee Dam Fire Department 

¶ Washington Department of Natural Resources 

¶ Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

¶ Colville Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

¶ Okanogan County Public Utilities District 

¶ Okanogan County Public Health 

¶ Okanogan Communities Development Council 

¶ Washington Military Department, Emergency 

Management Division 

¶ Okanogan Conservation District 

¶ USDA Forest Service 

¶ hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

Emergency Management 

¶ American Red Cross 

¶ Northwest Management, Inc. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Effective November 1, 2004, a Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan approved by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) is required for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation Program (PDM) eligibility. The HMGP and PDM program provide funding, through state 

emergency management agencies, to support local mitigation planning and projects to reduce potential 

disaster damages. 

The new local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan requirements for HMGP and PDM eligibility are based on the 

Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, which amended the Stafford Disaster Relief Act to promote an integrated, 

cost effective approach to mitigation. Local Multi - Hazard Mitigation Plans must meet the minimum 

requirements of the Stafford Act-Section 322, as outlined in the criteria contained in 44 CFR Part 201. The 

plan criteria cover the planning process, risk assessment, mitigation strategy, plan maintenance, and 

adoption requirements. 

In order to be eligible for project funds under the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program, 

communities are required under 44 CFR Part 79.6(d)(1) to have a mitigation plan that addresses flood 

hazards.  On October 31st, 2007, FEMA published amendments to the 44 CFR Part 201 at 72 Federal Reg. 

61720 to incorporated mitigation planning requirements for the FMA program (44 CFR Part 201.6).  The 

revised Local Mitigation Plan Review Crosswalk (July 2008) used by FEMA to evaluate local hazard 

mitigation plans is consistent with the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as 

amended by Section 322 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, 

as amended by the National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2004 and 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 

Part 201 ς Mitigation Planning, inclusive of all amendments through October 31, 2007 was used as the 

official guide for development of a FEMA-compatible Okanogan County, Washington Multi-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan2. 

FEMA will only review a local Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan submitted through the appropriate State 

Hazard Mitigation Officer (SHMO).  Draft versions of local Multi - Hazard Mitigation Plans will not be 

reviewed by FEMA.  FEMA will review the final version of a plan prior to local adoption to determine if the 

plan meets the criteria, but FEMA will be unable to approve it prior to adoption. 

The SHMO in Washington is: 

Tim Cook 
Washington Military Department 
Emergency Management Division 
Building 20, M/S: TA-20 
Camp Murray, WA 98430-5122 

  

 
2 CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΦ  ά[ƻŎŀƭ aǳƭǘƛ-IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦέ  Wǳƭȅ мΣ нллуΦ 
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A FEMA designed plan will be evaluated on its adherence to a variety of criteria. 

¶ Adoption by the Local Governing Body 

¶ Multi-jurisdictional Plan Adoption 

¶ Multi-jurisdictional Planning Participation 

¶ Documentation of Planning Process 

¶ Identifying Hazards 

¶ Profiling Hazard Events 

¶ Assessing Vulnerability: Identifying Assets  

¶ Assessing Vulnerability: Estimating Potential Losses 

¶ Assessing Vulnerability: Analyzing Development Trends 

¶ Multi-jurisdictional Risk Assessment 

¶ Local Hazard Mitigation Goals 

¶ Identification and Analysis of Mitigation Measures 

¶ Implementation of Mitigation Measures 

¶ Multi-jurisdictional Mitigation Strategy 

¶ Monitoring, Evaluating, and Updating the Plan 

¶ Implementation Through Existing Programs 

¶ Continued Public Involvement 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE (GAO) 

Since 1984, wildland fires have burned an average of more than 850 homes each year in the United States 

and, because more people are moving into fire-prone areas bordering wildlands, the number of homes at 

risk is likely to grow. The primary responsibility for ensuring that preventative steps are taken to protect 

homes lies with homeowners. Although losses from fires made up only 2.2 percent of all insured 

catastrophic losses from 1991 to 2010, fires can result in billions of dollars in damages. 

GAO was asked to assess, among other issues, (1) measures that can help protect structures from wildland 

fires, (2) factors affecting use of protective measures, and (3) the role technology plays in improving 

ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǎΦ 

The GAO supports that the two most effective measures for protecting structures from wildland fires are: 

(1) creating and maintaining a buffer, called defensible space, from 30 to 100 feet wide around a structure, 

where flammable vegetation and other objects are reduced; and (2) using fire-resistant roofs and vents.  

In addition to roofs and vents, other technologies ς such as fire-resistant windows and building materials, 
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surface treatments, sprinklers, and geographic information systems mapping ς can help in protecting 

structures and communities, but they play a secondary role3. 

Although protective measures are available, many property owners have not adopted them because of 

the time or expense involved, competing concerns such as aesthetics or privacy, misperceptions about 

wildland fire risks, and lack of awareness of their shared responsibility for fire protection. Federal, state, 

ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ǳǎŜ 

of protective measures through education, direct monetary assistance, and laws requiring such measures. 

In addition, some insurance companies have begun to direct property owners in high risk areas to take 

protective steps. 

STATE AND FEDERAL CWPP GUIDELINES 

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan information included in this document is compatible with FEMA 

requirements for a Hazard Mitigation Plan, while also adhering to the guidelines proposed in the National 

Fire Plan, and the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (2003). The Community Wildfire Protection Plan has 

been prepared in compliance with: 

ω Healthy Forests Restoration Act (2003). 

ω The Federal Land Assistance, Management and Enhancement (FLAME) Act (2009).  

ω The National Fire Plan: A Collaborative Approach for Reducing Wildland Fire Risks to Communities 

and the Environment 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan (December 2006). 

ω National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy (March 2011). The Cohesive Strategy is a 

collaborative process with active involvement of all levels of government and non-governmental 

organizations, as well as the public, to seek national, all-lands solutions to wildland fire 

management issues. 

ω ¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴ мл ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ [ƻŎŀƭ IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Plan as defined in 44 CFR parts 201 and 206, and as related to a fire mitigation plan chapter of a 

Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

ω National Association of State Foresters ς guidance on identification and prioritizing of treatments 

between communities (2003). 

 

  

 
3 Technology Assessment: Protecting Structures and Improving Communications during Wildland Fires. 

United States Government Accountability Office. April 2005. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GAOREPORTS-GAO-05-380/pdf/GAOREPORTS-GAO-05-380.pdf 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GAOREPORTS-GAO-05-380/pdf/GAOREPORTS-GAO-05-380.pdf
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PLANNING PHILOSOPHY AND GOALS 

OKANOGAN COUNTY PLANNING PHILOSOPHY 

This effort will utilize the best and most appropriate science from all partners and the integration of local 

and regional knowledge about man-made and natural hazards. This effort will strive to meet the needs of 

all local people and the regional economy, while considering the significance of this region to the rest of 

Washington and the Inland West. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To make residents, communities, state agencies, local governments, non-profits, and businesses less 

vulnerable to the effects of hazards through the effective administration of hazard mitigation grant 

programs, hazard risk assessments, wise and efficient infrastructure hardening, and a coordinated 

approach to mitigation policy through federal, state, regional, and local planning efforts. Our combined 

priorities will be the protection of people, structures, infrastructure, and unique ecosystems that 

contribute to our way of life and the sustainability of the local and regional economy. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Promote a countywide hazard mitigation ethic through leadership, professionalism, and excellence, 

leading the way to a safe, sustainable Okanogan County. 

JURISDICTIONAL PLANNING AND MITIGATION GOALS 

Each participating jurisdiction assisteŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Dƻŀƭ 

{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

statements suited the needs of each jurisdiction. This paragraph serves as each jurisdictiƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Dƻŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

For the 2022 plan update, the planning team reviewed and adjusted these goal statements to properly 

align with the needs and vision of the county in 2022. Each adopting jurisdiction then had the opportunity 

to review the goal statements and accept them and/or add goals of their own. The following goal 

statements are both the goals of Okanogan County and of each adopting jurisdiction. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 
Planning Goals: 

1. This planning process will involve planning for the hazards of Flood, Earthquake, Landslides, 

Severe Weather, Wildland Fire, Terrorism & Civil Unrest, Dam Failure, Hazardous Materials, and 

Volcano. 

2. Prioritize the protection of people, structures, infrastructure, and unique ecosystems that 

contribute to our way of life and the sustainability of the local and regional economy in all current 

and future planning efforts. 
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3. Additional hazards will be added to this plan as pre-mitigation planning is completed in the future. 

4. Establish mitigation priorities and develop mitigation strategies in Okanogan County. 

5. Develop and implement planning mechanisms and strategies that include considerations for the 

protection of animals (including pets, livestock, and other animals) in order to prepare businesses, 

residents, and other people to care for their animals during disaster events. 

6. Meet or exceed the requirements of a FEMA All Hazard Mitigation Plan while creating a plan that 

is usable and workable for future planning and mitigation purposes. 

Mitigation Goals: 

7. Educate communities and organizations/agencies about the unique challenges of natural hazard 

preparedness in the county and encourage and support people to take actions toward readiness 

and hazard mitigation. 

8. Strategically locate and plan infrastructure projects that take into consideration the impacts of 

natural hazards. 

9. Identify and implement an integrated schedule of treatments targeted at reducing losses of all 

kinds that may be sustained by Okanogan County and the region. 

PLANNING MECHANISMS AND CAPABILITIES 

During the development of this Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, existing planning and management 

documents, programs, and policies were reviewed in order to avoid conflicting goals and objectives and 

to identify those that would enhance the hazard mitigation objectives outlined in this document. For a 

more exhaustive list of jurisdictional capabilities refer to Appendix 4; each adopting jurisdiction filled out 

a Capability Assessment form (an adaptation of FEMA worksheet 4.1) in order to provide a more complete 

picture of the resources that are already available for the purposes of natural hazard planning and 

mitigation. It should also be noted that all adopting jurisdictions have the ability and access to resources 

that are necessary to expand upon and improve existing policies and programs as needed. 

hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƻŎŀƭ IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ  нлмо 

In the 2013 Draft of the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, the Task Force was developing ways to raise the 

community awareness of the natural hazards that threaten the public health and safety, the economic 

vitality of businesses, and the operational capability of important facilities and institutions.  The draft plan 

identified the hazards threatening Okanogan County and provided an assessment of the risks posed.  It 

also detailed the specific vulnerabilities of Okanogan County and many of the facilities that are important 

to the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

information assisted individuals in understanding how the community could become safer from the 

impacts of future disasters.  The work done and community supported garnered during the 2012-13 

planning process has been incorporated in this Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
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Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan 2014 Update 

The Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan (Plan) is a 20-year guide for the future of Okanogan County.  

The Plan provides a framework to support growth, development, and public decision-making in the 

County. It provides the vision of how residents want the County to grow and evolve over time.  It 

establishes the goals, policies, priorities, and actions that the County will pursue to allow maintenance 

and enhancement of the quality of life, preservation of the rural character, sustainability of agricultural 

and natural resource industries, provision of recreational opportunities for residents and visitors, and 

protection of environmentally sensitive areas. 

A comprehensive plan is a document that can benefit private property owners, local businesses, and cities 

and towns in the County, County staff, state and federal agencies, Tribes, community organizations and 

other interested parties. It is an effective management tool for elected officials, empowers community 

members to help define the future vision and character of the County, guide development patterns of the 

County, and provide predictability to property owners regarding the future use and enjoyment of their 

land. 

The Okanogan County Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1964 and the most recent updates and 

revisions occurred in 2014.  The Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan will be incorporated as a 

tool for decision makers to further their knowledge of specific hazard risk areas in order to make more 

informed decisions on how development should occur in those areas.  Although land use designations are 

expected to be revised, specific recommendations regarding the vulnerability or potential dollar losses of 

future buildings, infrastructure, and critical facilities is not possible at this time. 

Okanogan County Hazard Identification and Vulnerability Assessment 2004 

The Hazard Identification and Vulnerability Assessment (HIVA) dated February 2004, describes natural 

and technological (human-made) hazards, which can potentially impact the people, economy, 

environment, and property of Okanogan County.  It serves as a basis for county-level emergency 

management programs.  It is the foundation of effective emergency management and identifies the 

hazards that organizations must mitigate against, prepare for, respond to, and recover from in order to 

minimize the effects of disasters and emergencies.  The HIVA is not a detailed study, but rather a general 

overview of hazards that can cause emergencies and disasters.  The Okanogan County All Hazards 

Mitigation Plan is a much more comprehensive approach, is more detailed, and provides specific plans to 

ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

Okanogan County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) 2017 Update 

The Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) dated July 2017, considers the emergencies 

and disasters likely to occur, as described in the Okanogan County Hazard Identification and Vulnerability 

Assessment, and describes functions and activities necessary to implement the four phases of Emergency 

Management ς mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  The plan utilizes Emergency Support 

Functions, which identify primary and support agencies responsibilities/activities that county and local 

jurisdictions may need in order to implement all-hazard mitigation.  It provides policies, information, 
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recommendations and guidance to assist responsible officials making operational decisions.  This plan is 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǿƘƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŜƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ  9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

Functions (ESFs) = Transportation; Emergency Communications; Public Works & Engineering; Fire 

Protection; Information Analysis & Planning; Mass Care; Resource Management; Health & Medical 

Services; Search & Rescue; Hazardous Materials; Food & Water; Energy & Utilities; Military Support; 

Recovery & Restoration; Law Enforcement; and Damage Assessment.  This plan does not conflict in any 

way with the All Hazards Mitigation Plan.  CEMP updates will include support of initiatives and action 

items outlined in the Okanogan County All Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ tƭŀƴ  IŀȊaŀǘ tƭŀƴ 

The purpose of the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan is to establish common guidelines for 

responding to hazardous materials incidents anywhere within Okanogan County and to protect life, 

property and the environment from risks associated with the discharge, release, or misuse of hazardous 

materials.  The HazMat Plan is an operational plan as well as a reference document.  It may be used for 

pre-emergency planning and recovery as well as emergency response.  The plan is different from the 

county CEMP in that it is focused on the multi-jurisdictional response to a hazardous materials spill with 

the Washington State Patrol as the lead agency.  This plan endeavors to include contingencies for all these 

types of hazardous events, except oil spills.  This plan does not conflict in any way with the Multi-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. 

Critical Area Ordinance 2013 Update 

This ordinance identifies protected and hazardous areas.  Protected areas are fish and wildlife habitat 

conservation areas, aquifer recharge areas, and wetlands.  Hazardous areas are frequently flooded areas, 

geologically hazardous areas, erosion hazard areas, landslide hazard areas, mine hazard areas, seismic 

hazard areas, and volcanic hazard areas. 

Okanogan County Zoning Ordinance 

This ordinance does not identify hazard areas in great detail although there are a few zoning districts in 

the Methow Valley that prohibit new residences within the floodplain.  These ȊƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άaŜǘƘƻǿ 

wŜǾƛŜǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέΣ ǘƘŜ άwǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǿ 5Ŝƴǎƛǘȅ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέΦ 

Open Space Timber/Open Space Open Space Plans 

The Open Space Timber (OST) and Open Space Open Space (OSOS) Plans could be affected by some fuel 

reduction practices.  The effects are more beneficial than hazardous, if handled appropriately.  OST 

requires the sustenance of healthy commercial-grade timber.  Fuels reduction has been shown to increase 

timber health.  OSOS requires the sustenance of priority resources, other than timber.  Landowners must 

ensure that fire-safety practices do not damage priority resources that keep them in the program in which 

they receive a property tax reduction. 
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Master Program for Okanogan County Shoreline Management 2018 

The Master Program for Shoreline Management outlines allowed/prohibited uses within specific shoreline 

zoning designations.  All shoreline designations allow forest practices within shoreline areas.  Non-forestry 

related mitigation actions would be looked at individually, hopefully either allowed or allowed by permit. 

Most of the identified action items would have no effect on the shoreline areas such as road signs, 

evacuation plan, public education, fire-safe building materials etc.  The shoreline ordinance revision came 

into effect June 26, 2018 and the revised shoreline plan acknowledges and supports the Okanogan County 

Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Washington State Wildland Fire Protection 10-Year Strategic Plan 2019 

The Strategic Plan, developed by the Washington DNR, was designed to help natural resource, forest 

management, and wildland fire professionals prepare for and manage escalating wildfire risk in 

Washington State. The plan lays out 40 different strategies to accomplish four key goals related to resilient 

landscapes, prepared, and adapted communities, safe and effective response, and ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

preparedness, response, and recovery systems. The plan reflects the input of nearly 1,000 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴƛŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛǊŜ aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ 

and local fire agencies. The plan applies to all wildfire response agencies, as well as local emergency 

responders, forest health experts, and community members. 

Burned Area Emergency Response Plans4 

BAER stands for Burned Area Emergency Response. Wildfires can cause complex problems, from severe 

loss of vegetation and soil erosion, to a decrease in water quality and possible flash flooding. The Burned 

Area Emergency Response Program addresses post-fire emergency stabilization of these and other post 

wildfire problems, in order to protect public safety and prevent further degradation of the landscape and 

to mitigate post-fire damages to cultural resources. 

The BAER program is designed to address emergency stabilization issues related to wildland fire. The 

program is utilized by all federal land management agencies. The BAER teams perform emergency 

Stabilization actions within one year of wildfire containment. These actions are intended to stabilize and 

prevent unacceptable degradation to natural and cultural resources, minimize threats to life or property 

resulting from the effects of a fire, or to repair, replace, or construct physical improvements necessary to 

prevent degradation of land or resources. 

Recently, the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest assembled a Burned Area Emergency Response 

(BAER) assessment team to analyze post-fire condition of burned watersheds and to plan emergency 

stabilization treatments for Central Washington wildfires. The team has conducted field surveys and 

analyzed satellite imagery to develop burned area assessments. Completed BAER reports for past fires 

 
4 Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER). National Interagency Fire Center. Available online at 

https://www.nifc.gov/BAER/. 

https://www.nifc.gov/BAER/
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(2012-2018) are available through the Central Washington Fire Recovery website for major wildfires that 

affected Okanogan County5. 

INCORPORATION OF OTHER PLANNING MECHANISMS 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 
Okanogan County recently updated the Comprehensive Plan (2018) and the Shoreline Master Program 

(2018). The 2014 MHMP was not incorporated into either document, but the 2022 MHMP will be when 

they are next updated. Okanogan County is currently working with FEMA to update flood maps which will 

be added to the plan once they are complete. Although there are no other County planning mechanisms 

that are currently being updated the Planning Team will review the Hazard Mitigation Plan, and 

incorporate it into other planning mechanisms where appropriate, as a part of future update procedures. 

OKANOGAN CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
The Okanogan Conservation District will incorporate this Plan into both the annual and five-year plans 

(2017-2022). Considering the budgetary needs for conservation work described in the five-year plan, the 

CD will also look for opportunities to add additional projects to the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

CITIES AND TOWNS 
The adopting cities and towns will utilize the information within this plan update when creating or 

updating other plans. Many of the adopting jurisdictions have different planning mechanisms that 

complement the Hazard Mitigation Plan; the information provided in this plan is based on the best 

available science and technology at the time of the update and will be referenced and utilized, where 

appropriate, to update all additional pertinent City plans, Ordinances, Policies, Regulations, etc. scheduled 

for update within five years from adoption of this MHMP. 

FIRE DEPARTMENTS AND DISTRICTS 
The County Fire Departments and Districts will utilize the information within this plan update when 

creating or updating other plans. However, most wildland fire entities will use the Okanogan Community 

Wildfire Protection Plan as their primary hazard planning tool. It is anticipated that the CWPP will be 

updated shortly after the 2022 MHMP is approved and adopted so it is unlikely that the fire departments 

and districts will need to integrate the 2022 MHMP into any other planning mechanisms. 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM COMPLIANCE 

Effective October 1, 2008, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will require jurisdictions 

that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to link their mitigation strategy with 

continued compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program. 

 
5 Burned Area Emergency Response websites for past large fires on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. 

Central Washington Fire Recovery. Available online at: http://www.centralwashingtonfirerecovery.info/.  

http://www.centralwashingtonfirerecovery.info/
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At the time of this update, Okanogan County and the other adopting jurisdictions that are participating in 

the NFIP are in good standing (Table 1). As of December 31, 2019, Okanogan County had 208 policies in 

force with just over $51 million in total insurance in-force; policy statistics were available for each 

participating jurisdiction except for Winthrop (the towns of Coulee Dam, Elmer City, and Nespelem are 

not currently participating in the NFIP). At the time of this update, none of the adopting jurisdictions 

participate in the Community Rating System and, according to FEMA, none are listed as future 

participating communities (those that become eligible as of October 1, 2021)6. According to data provided 

by the State of Washington, there were five repetitive loss properties and zero severe repetitive loss 

properties in Okanogan County as of September 25, 2021 (Table 2). 

Table 1) NFIP Policy Statistics as of 12/31/2019 for communities in Okanogan County, WA. Policy statistics were unavailable 

for Winthrop and Coulee Dam, Elmer City, and Nespelem do not currently participate in NFIP. None of the listed communities 

participate in the Community Rating System (CRS). 

Community 
Name 

Community 
Number 

Policies 
In-Force 

Insurance In-
Force 

Written Premium 
In-Force 

FIRM Effective Date 
CRS 

Ranking 

Okanogan 
County 

530117 208 $51,054,100 $158,427 January 2, 2003 N/A 

Brewster 530275 2 $700,000 $890 August 9, 1999 N/A 

Conconully 530118 17 $2,997,800 $17,934 January 2, 2003 N/A 

Coulee Dam N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Elmer City N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Nespelem N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Okanogan 530119 38 $5,868,800 $64,967 August 2, 1995 N/A 

Omak 530120 5 $1,328,000 $6,180 November 16, 1982 N/A 

Oroville 530121 7 $1,049,100 $8,659 November 16, 1982 N/A 

Riverside 530122 8 $1,039,300 $12,647 January 5, 1982 N/A 

Tonasket 530123 8 $863,000 $10,522 January 5, 1978 N/A 

Twisp 530124 7 $1,458,500 $3,606 July 18, 1977 N/A 

Winthrop 530125    November 2, 1977 N/A 

 

 

 
6 National Flood Insurance Program: Community Rating System. FEMA. Accessed August 5, 2021. Available online at: 

https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/community-rating-system  

https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/community-rating-system
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Table 2) NFIP Repetitive Loss and Severe Repetitive Loss statistics as of 9/25/2021 for communities in Okanogan County, WA. 

No. Community Name Address City Occupancy Type 
Count of 

Dates of Loss 
Mitigated NFIP Insured 

1 Omak, City of Omak Other-Nonres 3 No No 

2 Okanogan, City of Okanogan Single Family 4 No No 

3 Okanogan County Oroville Single Family 2 No Yes 

4 Okanogan County Mazama Single Family 2 No Yes 

5 Okanogan County Mazama Single Family 2 No Yes 

 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION 
Participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and subsequent adoption of the Uniform 

Building Codes, or more stringent local building codes, provide basic guidelines to communities on how 

to regulate development.  When a county participates in the NFIP it enables property owners in the county 

to insure against flood losses.  By employing wise floodplain management, a participating county can 

protect its citizens against much of the devastating financial loss resulting from flood disasters.  Careful 

local management of development in the floodplains results in construction practices that can reduce 

flood losses and the high costs associated with flood disasters to all levels of government. 

The jurisdictions participating in NFIP will continue their participation by regularly reviewing their 

floodplain ordinances and updating them when necessary. It is through the ordinances that each 

participating jurisdiction recognizes the flood zones identified by FEMA FIRM maps and through the 

requirements of the ordinances that the NFIP is administered. If available, the municipal codes for 

Okanogan County and adopting cities and towns can be accessed using the links that are included in Table 

3. If a jurisdiction has a floodplain ordinance, it can be found by searching the municipal codes online.  

The towns of Coulee Dam, Elmer City, and Nespelem do not participate in the NFIP because they are not 

in proximity to any flood zones, according to the current FIRM maps. However, the FIRM maps are 

currently being updated so the participation of all three towns should be evaluated again once the final 

map updates are released. It is anticipated that the updated maps will be completed by the winter of 

2023/2024. For more information about the FIRM map update, refer to the last sub-heading in this section 

(Risk Map Update). 

Table 3) Floodplain ordinance information for each adopting jurisdiction. If available, the floodplain ordinances for each 

adopting jurisdiction, if applicable, can be found using the provided link. 

Community 
Name 

Floodplain 
Ordinance? 

Link to Municipal Codes: 

Okanogan County YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/OkanoganCounty 

Brewster YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Brewster 

Conconully YES N/A 

Coulee Dam NO https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/CouleeDam/ 

Elmer City NO N/A 
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Nespelem NO N/A 

Okanogan YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Okanogan/ 

Omak YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Omak/  

Oroville YES https://library.municode.com/wa/oroville/codes/code_of_ordinances 

Riverside YES N/A 

Tonasket YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Tonasket/  

Twisp YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Twisp/  

Winthrop YES https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Winthrop/  

 

EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN NFIP 
An important part of being an NFIP community is the availability of flood insurance for those homes and 

business within designated flood plains, or in areas that are subject to flooding, but that are not 

designated as Special Flood Hazard Areas. 

If, at any point, participation in the NFIP by private property owners and businesses in Okanogan County 

appears to be low, assessing the following points could help to address the issue: 

¶ A lack of knowledge about the existence of the availability of flood insurance. 

¶ Home and business owners unaware of their vulnerability to flood events. 

¶ Current cost of insurance is prohibitive. 

The first two reasons can be addressed through public education. The third could be addressed by all 

communities in the county taking advantage of the Community Rating System (CRS). 

To encourage communities to go beyond the minimum requirements and further prevent and protect 

against flood damage, the NFIP established the Community Rating System (CRS). To qualify for CRS, 

communities can do things like make building codes more rigorous, maintain drainage systems, and 

inform residents of flood risk. 

In exchange for becoming more flood-ready, the CRS communƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ 

ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ /w{ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ пр҈ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

annual flood insurance premium. 

Of the Okanogan County communities that participate in the NFIP, no community has earned a discount 

on their flood insurance rates through the Community Rating System (CRS). 

Participation is relatively simple, and with the planning work already in place within the county little to 

no additional work would have to be done to start receiving discounted insurance rates. For additional 

information go to https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-community-rating-system 

Okanogan County adopted the International Building Code. Continued review and enforcement will 

ensure that Payette County remains in good standing with the NFIP and could enable additional discounts 

under CRS. 

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-community-rating-system
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RISK MAP UPDATE 
The State of Washington identified Okanogan County as a priority for FEMA's Risk MAP program.  The 

State determines its priorities based on population at risk to hazards, recent events, and community 

interest.  In 2015 FEMA, State, and Local stakeholders participated in a Risk MAP Discovery Meeting and 

Scoping Meeting, where community concerns were identified.  These concerns were captured in the Risk 

MAP Discovery Report and delivered to the communities in the watershed.  After the Discovery and 

Scoping Meetings, community concerns were researched and analyzed, in order to develop a scope of 

work that includes multi-hazard risk assessment products and updates to the communities' regulatory 

flood maps based on community-identified resilience needs. The Okanogan County Risk Mapping, 

Assessment, and Planning (Risk MAP) Project Team and the Strategic Alliance for Risk Reduction (STARR 

II), a contractor for FEMA, are leading the update process. 

The Draft Maps for Okanogan County were released in November 2020. Although they were reviewed, 

the draft maps were not incorporated into the 2022 Okanogan County HMP update. The final versions of 

the maps are expected to be released in the Winter of 2023/2024 so they, along with GIS data, will be 

available for flood hazard analysis for the next update of the Okanogan County HMP. 
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CHAPTER 2: 

PLANNING PROCESS 

  

IN THIS SECTION: 

¶ Description of the Planning Process 

¶ The Planning Team 

¶ Planning Committee Meetings 

¶ Public Involvement 
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CHAPTER 2 - PLANNING PROCESS 

DOCUMENTING THE PLANNING PROCESS 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ C9a!Ωǎ 5a! 

2000 (44CFR§201.6(b) and §201.6(c)(1)) for an updated local mitigation plan. This section includes a 

description of the planning process used to produce this plan, including how it was prepared, who was 

involved in the process, and how all the involved agencies participated. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan update was developed through a collaborative 

process involving all organizations and agencies detailed in Chapter 1 of this document.  The planning 

effort began by organizing and convening a countywide planning committee. A press release soliciting 

interested organizations, professionals, and members of the public, from both inside and outside of the 

county, was published two weeks before the first meeting was held (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1) Press release advertising the 2022 Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. 
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The Okanogan County Emergency Management Director, Maurice Goodall, led the planning team efforts 

alongside the Northwest Management, Inc. team. Mr. Goodall began recruiting planning team members 

in 2019 by sending out a project invitation letter to a wide variety of resource professionals, including 

county and city elected officials and staff, fire protection districts, law enforcement, hospital and school 

district representatives, public health districts, local interest groups, and others. The original invitation to 

participate in the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan planning process was sent to numerous individuals 

representing different interests; the individuals listed in Table 4 are those who were invited to participate 

in the planning process. Individuals were considered participants if they attended at least one meeting. 

Some of the fire chiefs received an N/A (non-applicable) in the participation column as the fire districts 

and fire departments are yet to adopt the plan. 

Table 4) Individuals who participated in the 2022 update of the Okanogan County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Name Organization Title Par. 

Aaron Dickinson Okanogan County Fire District 7 Assistant Chief Y 

Alice Atwood City of Tonasket Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Andy Gasho Okanogan County Fire District 4 Fire Chief N/A 

Art Smyth City of Brewster Mayor N 

Bo Phillipy Regency Omak Administrator Y 

Bob Poch Coulee Dam Mayor N 

Brian Pyper Okanogan County Public Health RN Y 

Brian Warnecke Coulee Dam Volunteer Fire Dept. Fire Chief N/A 

Bruce Rawley Oroville Fire Department City of Oroville N 

Carlene Anders Okanogan County LTRG Mayor of Pateros Y 

Charlie Atkinson Pleasant Valley Water Users Assoc. Agent Y 

Chris Branch Okanogan County Commissioner Y 

Chuck Johnson Washington DNR Landowner Assistance Forester Y 

Cindy Gagne City of Omak Mayor N 

Cody Accord Okanogan County Fire District 6 Fire Chief Y 

Craig Atwood City of Okanogan Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Craig Nelson Okanogan Conservation District Executive Director Y 

Darcy Epperson Town of Nespelem Mayor N 

Darryl Peery Okanogan County Fire District 10 Fire Chief N/A 

David Gottula OC Electric Co-Op General Manager Y 

David Finch Okanogan County Fire District 2 Town of Elmer City N 

Del Ostenberg Colville Tribes EMS/Fire and Rescue Nespelem Y 

Dennis Brown City of Tonasket Mayor N 

Donald Becker WSDOT Twisp Maintenance Supervisor Y 

Doug Ralston Pleasant Valley Water Users Assoc. Officer Y 

Dylan Gamble Okanogan County Fire District 15 Fire Chief N/A 

Ed Townsend Okanogan County Fire District 8 Fire Chief N/A 

Everett Hope ARES Okanogan County Ec. Resident Y 
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Gary Benton Town of Elmer City Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Gene Jones Okanogan County Fire District 16 Fire Chief N/A 

Greg Townsend Chelan Fruit Manager Y 

Jake Hardt Washington DNR Landowner Assistance Forester Y 

Jason Hubbard Town of Riverside Mayor N 

Jesse Tillman Town of Elmer City Mayor N 

Joe Kitzman Okanogan County Fire District 15 Fire Chief N/A 

John K. Culp City of Okanogan Mayor Y 

John Neal City of Oroville Mayor N 

John Slater Chelan Fruit Refrigeration Manager Y 

Jord L. Wilson City of Pateros City Administrator Y 

Jose Gonzalez Charter Resident Y 

Jim Nanamkin 
Colville Tribes Emergency 
Management 

Public Safety Coordinator Y 

Justin Osborne Okanogan County Fire District 7 Fire Chief Y 

Kathleen Johnson USFS ς Tonasket District Ranger Y 

Kathryn Heim Fire Adapted Methow Valley Program Director Y 

Keith Zweigle Okanogan County Fire District 15 Fire Chief N/A 

Kevin Bowling Omak/Okanogan Fire Fire Chief Y 

Kim Jacobs North Valley Hospital District Safety & Disaster Officer Y 

Kirsten Cook Okanogan Conservation District Community Outreach Director Y 

Lee Webster City of Brewster Public Works Director Y 

Lex Lindquist Washington State Patrol Sergeant Y 

Maggie Dungan Aero Methow Rescue Service Paramedic Y 

Maurice Goodall Okanogan County 
Emergency Management 
Director 

Y 

Matt Rawson Okanogan County Fire District 3 Fire Chief N/A 

Mike Worden OCSO Dispatch Chief Deputy Spec Ops / Comms Y 

Nancy Farr Fire Adapted Winthrop Founder and Director Y 

Phil Dart Okanogan County Fire District 11 Fire Chief N/A 

Randy Kilmer Town of Twisp Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Rick Balam Okanogan County Sheriff SAR SAR Coordinator Y 

Richie Gorr 
Colville Tribes Emergency 
Management 

EMS Fire/EMT Y 

Robert Seyler 
Colville Tribes Emergency 
Management 

EMS Fire/EMT Y 

Rocklynn Culp Town of Winthrop Town Planner Y 

Ron Garrow American Red Cross Mass Care Lead Y 

Ron Wonch Washington DNR Forester Y 

Rusty Stamps Okanogan County Fire District 6 Assistant Chief Y 

Ryan Moses Honeybear Growers Resident Y 

Sally Ranzau Town of Winthrop Mayor N 
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Sam Martin Town of Conconully Mayor N 

Sharma Dickinson Town of Riverside Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Sheila Corson 
Okanogan County Public Utility 
District 

Public Relations Coordinator Y 

Soo, Ing-Moody Town of Twisp Mayor N 

Stefani Bowden Town of Coulee Dam Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Sterlene Sena Omak Library Librarian Y 

Steve Thompson City of Oroville City Superintendent Y 

Sunshine Arkell Washington DNR SF-Engine Leader Y 

Tami Cochran Town of Conconully Clerk/Treasurer Y 

Tim Tugaw Okanogan County Fire District 6 Division Chief N/A 

Tina Delap Okanogan County 
Emergency Management 
Assistant 

Y 

Trisha Davis-Stacy Town of Nespelem Clerk/Treasurer Y 

William Vallance Okanogan County Fire District 15 Fire Chief N/A 

Zac Claussen Okanogan County Fire District 9 Fire Chief Y 

Brad Tucker Northwest Management Inc. Dept. Manager Y 

Eric Nelson Northwest Management Inc. Planner/Lead Author Y 

Adam Herrenbruck Northwest Management Inc. Planner/Co Author Y 

 

Due to the large number of adopting jurisdictions and respective representatives, the planning partners 

were divided into two groups: The Planning Team and Stakeholders. Depending on which group they were 

assigned to, members of each group were involved in the planning process in different ways. Descriptions 

of Planning Team and Stakeholder involvement and the planning partners assigned to each group are 

detailed below. 

It should be noted that even though the individuals listed in Table 4 were invited it does not necessarily 

mean that they were able to participate in the planning process. In some cases, if an individual could not 

participate a substitution was made so that entity was still be represented in the planning process. 

Additionally, a few participants served on as dual representatives of more than one jurisdiction. Members 

of the Planning Team and Stakeholder groups are listed below in Table 5 and Table 7, respectively. A record 

of sign-in sheets is included in the Chapter 7 Appendices. 

THE PLANNING TEAM 
The Planning Team was largely composed of representatives of the county or individuals interested in 

planning at the county level. Therefore, the Planning Team was largely tasked with providing input on the 

overall planning process (e.g. scheduling of planning efforts, public outreach, planning partner 

recruitment) and for reviewing and providing feedback on all chapters in the Hazard Mitigation Plan with 

a focus on the Okanogan County risk assessment and mitigation action items. The review of city, town, 

fire department, fire district, and conservation district profiles and risk assessments were delegated to 

planning partners in the Stakeholder group. Members of the Planning Team are listed in Table 5; all 

individuals listed in the table attended at least one Planning Team meeting (the Planning Team meetings 
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are described later on in this section). As stated previously, it was possible for some individuals to be 

members of both groups. 

Table 5) Personnel who participated in the 2022 update of the Okanogan County Hazard Mitigation Plan as a member of the 

Planning Team. Asterisks indicate that individual served as a member of both the Planning Team and the Stakeholder group. 

Name Organization Title 

Carlene Anders Okanogan County LTRG Mayor of Pateros 

Chris Branch Okanogan County Commissioner 

Everett Hope* ARES Okanogan County Ec. Resident 

Jon Culp City of Okanogan Mayor 

Jord L. Wilson* City of Pateros City Administrator 

Kathleen Johnson USFS ς Tonasket District Ranger 

Kathryn Heim* Fire Adapted Methow Valley Program Director 

Kevin Bowling* Omak/Okanogan Fire Fire Chief 

Kim Jacobs North Valley Hospital District Safety & Disaster Officer 

Kirsten Cook* Okanogan Conservation District Community Outreach Director 

Maggie Dungan Aero Methow Rescue Service Paramedic 

Maurice Goodall Okanogan County Emergency Management Director 

Nancy Farr Fire Adapted Winthrop Founder and Director 

Robert Seyler Colville Tribes Emergency Management EMS Fire/EMT 

Rocklynn Culp* Town of Winthrop Town Planner 

Ron Wonch Washington DNR Forester 

Rusty Stamps Okanogan County Fire District 6 Assistant Chief 

Sheila Corson Okanogan County Public Utility District Public Relations Coordinator 

Brad Tucker Northwest Management Inc. Dept. Manager 

Eric Nelson Northwest Management Inc. Planner/Lead Author 

Adam Herrenbruck Northwest Management Inc. Planner/Co Author 

 

STAKEHOLDERS 
The Stakeholder group was largely composed of individuals representing cities, towns, fire departments, 

fire districts, natural resource groups, and other interest groups; most Stakeholders were representatives 

of adopting jurisdictions. Because of the scope of the Hazard Mitigation Plan update and the number of 

individuals involved, members of the Stakeholder group were not formally invited to participate in the 

Planning Team meetings (they were welcome to participate if they asked to be involved). As most were 

representatives of adopting jurisdictions, Stakeholders were largely responsible for documents and 

information that concerned their respective jurisdictions. Each adopting jurisdiction was asked to provide 

information to Northwest Management Inc. as well as review their community profiles, risk assessments, 

and mitigation action items. As Stakeholders were not formally invited to participate in Planning Team 

meetings, communication mostly took place through email and over the phone. Information requests and 

reminders were commonly sent to the Stakeholder email group while one-on-one phone calls were held 

with Stakeholders/adopting jurisdictions to address comments and questions about the planning process. 

Table 6 lists all Stakeholders that participated in the plan update. As stated previously, it was possible for 

some individuals to be members of both the Stakeholder group and the Planning Team. 
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Table 6) Personnel who participated in the 2022 update of the Okanogan County Hazard Mitigation Plan as a 

member of the Stakeholder group. Asterisks indicate that individual served as a member of both the Stakeholder 

group and the Planning Team. 

Name Organization Title 

Alice Atwood City of Tonasket Clerk/Treasurer 

Craig Atwood City of Okanogan Clerk/Treasurer 

Craig Nelson Okanogan Conservation District Executive Director 

Everett Hope* ARES Okanogan County Ec. Resident 

Gary Benton Town of Elmer City Clerk/Treasurer 

Jord L. Wilson* City of Pateros City Administrator 

Kathryn Heim* Fire Adapted Methow Valley Program Director 

Kevin Bowling* Omak/Okanogan Fire Fire Chief 

Kirsten Cook* Okanogan Conservation District Community Outreach Director 

Lee Webster City of Brewster Public Works Director 

Randy Kilmer Town of Twisp Clerk/Treasurer 

Rocklynn Culp* Town of Winthrop Town Planner 

Sharma Dickinson Town of Riverside Clerk/Treasurer 

Stefani Bowden Town of Coulee Dam Clerk/Treasurer 

Steve Thompson City of Oroville City Superintendent 

Tami Cochran Town of Conconully Clerk/Treasurer 

Trisha Davis-Stacy Town of Nespelem Clerk/Treasurer 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The Okanogan County MHMP was developed through a collaborative planning process involving all the 

organizations and agencies listed in the tables above (organizations and agencies are also listed on the 

first page of chapter 1). The planning process included seven distinct phases that are, in general, listed as 

follows in order in which they began: 

1. Organization of Resources ς Okanogan County and NMI worked together to develop a 

comprehensive list of potential participants, split between the Planning Team and the Stakeholder 

group, as well as a project strategy, timeline, and work plan. 

2. Collection of Data ς NMI coordinated with the Planning Team and Stakeholders to gather any 

available data and information about the extent and periodicity of hazards in Okanogan County 

to ensure a robust dataset for making inferences about hazards. 

3. Field Observations and Estimations ς NMI and the planning team developed risk models and 

identified problem areas to better understand risks, juxtaposition of structures and infrastructure 

to risk areas, access, and potential mitigation projects for all adopting jurisdictions. 
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4. Mapping ς NMI developed a comprehensive database and map files relevant to pre-disaster 

mitigation control and mitigation, structures, resource values, infrastructure, risk assessments, 

and other related data. 

5. Public Involvement ς NMI and Okanogan County developed a plan to involve the public at the 

beginning of the planning process. The Planning Team worked together to facilitate press 

releases, public meetings, public review of draft documents, and acknowledgement of the final 

plan by the signatory representatives. 

6. Strategies and Prioritization ς NMI and the Planning Team members worked together to review 

the risk analyses and develop realistic mitigation strategies for the county while the Stakeholder 

group performed similar tasks for the other adopting jurisdictions. 

7. Drafting of the Report ς NMI drafted a final, updated document that integrated the information 

that was collected through the planning process. Planning Team members and Stakeholders also 

had the opportunity to review each section of the final draft, review public comments for 

incorporation, approve the initiation of the state and federal review processes, and adopt the 

final document. 

MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL PARTICIPATION 

CFR requirement §201.6(a)(4) calls for multi-jurisdictional planning in the development of Hazard 

Mitigation Plans that include multiple jurisdictions.  To be included as an adopting jurisdiction in the 

Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, jurisdictions were required to participate in at least one 

Planning Team meeting or meet with planning team leadership individually, provide a goals statement, 

submit at least one mitigation strategy, and adopt the final Plan by resolution. 

The following is a list of jurisdictions that have met the requirements for an adopting jurisdiction and are 

thereby included in the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan* : 

¶ Okanogan County 

¶ City of Brewster 

¶ City of Okanogan 

¶ City of Omak 

¶ City of Oroville 

¶ City of Pateros 

¶ City of Tonasket 

¶ Town of Conconully 

¶ Town of Coulee Dam 

¶ Town of Elmer City 

¶ Town of Nespelem 

¶ Town of Riverside 

¶ Town of Twisp 

¶ Town of Winthrop 

¶ Okanogan Conservation District 

*Okanogan County Fire Departments and Fire Districts will be adopting the MHMP at a later date 

because of the severity of the 2021 wildland fire season. 

These jurisdictions were represented on the planning committee and they participated in the 

development of hazard profiles, risk assessments, and mitigation measures. 
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The planning committee meeting was the primary venue for authenticating the planning record. However, 

additional input was gathered from each jurisdiction in a combination of the following ways: 

¶ Planning Team leadership participated in some local government meetings and meetings with 

other interest groups. 

¶ One-on-one correspondence between the planning team leadership and representatives of the 

municipalities and special districts. 

¶ Public meetings where Planning Team members had opportunities to engage with community 

members. 

¶ Written correspondence was provided periodically between Planning Team leadership and each 

participating jurisdiction to update cooperators on the planning process, make requests for 

information, and facilitate feedback. 

¶ A draft of the Okanogan County Hazard Mitigation plan was made available online during the 

public comment period. If comments were submitted, they were discussed by the Planning Team 

and considered for inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Once the draft Plan was completed, planning committee leadership emailed the participating 

jurisdictions to discuss the review process, note any additional revisions in the document, and 

ensure their understanding of the adoption process. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Some members of the planning committee were available to residents of the county for questions during 

public meetings.  Additionally, the press releases encouraged interested citizens to contact their county 

emergency manager or attend planning committee meetings to ensure that all issues, potential solutions, 

and ongoing efforts were thoroughly discussed and considered by the committee.  When the public 

meetings were held, committee members were encouraged to attend and share their support and 

experiences with the planning process and their interpretations of the results. 

The planning kickoff meeting was held on October 30, 2019 as part of the Okanogan County LEPC meeting. 

This meeting introduced the LEPC to the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan update process and established the 

planning committee moving forward. Refer to Appendix 1 for a record of attendance and meeting minutes 

for the planning kickoff meeting as well as subsequent planning meetings. 

COVID-19: With the spread of COVID-19 and mandatory state shutdowns, in-person planning team 

meetings were suspended in March 2020 and did not resume for the remainder of the project. 

Alternatively, draft-sections of the plan were sent to the Planning Team for review and meetings were 

held exclusively online via Zoom or Adobe Connect. Because meetings were web-based, the Planning 

Team met more frequently to discuss sections of the plan and assignments that were given to the group. 

Additionally, conference calls were conducted with the adopting jurisdictions as needed. Calls were held 

when representatives from adopting jurisdiction had questions or comments about the materials or 

excerpts from the plan that were sent out for completion or review. 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public involvement in this plan was made a priority from the inception of the project. There were several 

ways that public involvement was sought and facilitated. Community members had opportunities to 

communicate with Planning Team leadership during public meetings, which were held exclusively online, 

see the comment about COVID-19 below, as well as outside of meetings through email. Once it was fully 

reviewed by the planning team, a draft of the plan was also made available to the public for review and 

comment. 

Three formal media releases were submitted to the local newspapers and/or posted on the Okanogan 

County Emergency Management Facebook page.  The first media release (Figure 1, Participation in the 

Planning Process) informed the public that the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan process was beginning, who 

was involved, why it was important to Okanogan County, and who to contact for more information.  The 

second media release (Figure 2) was a Facebook post announcing the public meeting dates and times 

(which were held virtually over Adobe Connect due to COVID-19).  The third media release (Figure 3) 

provided information regarding the public comment period, including the duration of the comment 

period, where a web-based version of the plan could be viewed, and where comments should be 

submitted. 

COVID-19: With the spread of COVID-19 and mandatory state shutdowns, all in-person meetings were 

suspended in March 2020. Consequently, the public meetings were held online via Adobe Connect. several 

different meetings were held to accommodate as many community members and other participants as 

possible. Participants were able to ask questions and submit comments during the meeting and contact 

information for Northwest Management Inc. representatives was presented so participants could contact 

Planning Team leadership outside of the meeting. Additionally, when a complete draft of the document 

was ready for public comments it was made available online where it could be viewed at home and 

comments could be submitted electronically. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
In total, three public meetings were held online using Adobe Connect (see statement above regarding 

COVID-19). Originally, only two meetings were planned for July 23rd (10:00 am and 7:00 pm) but the 

evening meeting was canceled due to technical difficulties. To make up for the cancelation two more 

meetings were scheduled for July 30th (also at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm). Information for the meetings was 

posted online on the Okanogan County Emergency Management Facebook page (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2) Public meeting information posted on the Okanogan County Emergency Management 

Facebook page. The meetings were held as a part of the 2022 update of the Okanogan County 

Multi -Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
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The goal of the public meetings was to share information regarding the planning process, present details 

of the preliminary risk and vulnerability assessments, and discuss potential mitigation strategies with 

anyone who was interested.  Because the meetings were held online, the chat box and poll questions 

were the primary means of interaction with meeting participants. The poll question gave participants an 

opportunity to share their perspectives and experiences with natural hazards and hazard mitigation while 

specific questions could be submitted in the Adobe Connect chat box. Contact information for the 

representatives from Northwest Management Inc. was also provided at the end of the meeting. In total, 

there were approximately 40 different people who attended the public meetings. 

Because of the change in meeting format, from in-person to web-based, Planning Team members met on 

July 21 for a trial of the public meeting presentation. The goal of the meeting was to perform a final test 

of Adobe Connect as a public meeting platform as well as provide Planning Team members an opportunity 

to comment on and make edits to the presentation. 

The press release used to notify the public of the meetings and the slideshow that was presented are 

included in Chapter 7: Appendix 1. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
A public comment period was held from July 23 to July 30, 2021, to allow members of the public an 

opportunity to view the full draft plan and submit comments (Figure 3). Originally, hard copies of the plan 

were going to be available at different locations in the county for review, but that did not happen as 

COVID-19 was still a concern at the time that the full draft was released. 

 

Figure 3) Announcement of the Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan public 

comment period; it was posted to the Okanogan County Emergency Management 

Facebook page on July 23, 2021. 
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No comments concerning the plan update were submitted by members of the public. 

It is also important to note the short duration of the public comment period. Without an approved plan in 

place, Okanogan County could have lost funding that was available through Fire Mitigation Assistance 

Grants (FMAG) for post-fire recovery for 2020 wildfires. This resulted in significantly shorter planning team 

review and public comment periods as the County needed to submit the plan for approval as quickly as 

possible. However, the public was, and still is, welcome to review and submit comments on the plan at 

any time, even after the conclusion of the formal public comment period. Comments should be submitted 

to Okanogan County Emergency Management or to local officials representing the different jurisdictions 

that have adopted the plan. Those comments will then be compiled and reviewed and considered for 

inclusion in the plan at the next annual review or full update of the plan. 

CONTINUED PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
Okanogan County is dedicated to involving the public directly in review and updates of this Multi - Hazard 

Mitigation Plan.  The Emergency Management Director, through the planning committee, is responsible 

for the annual review and update of the pƭŀƴ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άtƭŀƴ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜέ 

section of this document. 

The public will have the opportunity to provide feedback about the plan annually on the anniversary of 

the adoption at a meeting of the Okanogan County Board of Commissioners.  Copies of the plan will be 

kept at the Okanogan County Courthouse.  The plan also includes contact information for the Emergency 

Management Director, who is responsible for keeping track of public comments. 

A public meeting will also be held as part of each annual evaluation or when deemed necessary by the 

planning committee.  The meetings will provide the public a forum for which they can express concerns, 

opinions, or ideas about the plan.  The Okanogan /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ will be responsible for 

using county resources to publicize the annual meetings and maintain public involvement through the 

countȅΩǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ outlets. 

DOCUMENTED REVIEW PROCESS 

Opportunities to review and comment on the plan were provided to both planning team members and 

members of the public at different points in the planning process. A record of the review process consists 

of correspondence descriptions, press releases, social media posts, meeting agendas, meeting minutes, 

and meeting sign-in sheets. Additional documentation of these activities is included in the Chapter 7 

Appendices. 

During regularly scheduled planning team meetings in 2020-2021, the group members met to discuss 

findings, review mapping analyses, and provide written comments on draft sections of the document. 

During the public meetings attendees observed map analyses, discussed general findings from the risk 

assessments, and were given an opportunity to make recommendations on potential project areas. 

Sections of the draft plan were delivered to the planning team members during the regularly scheduled 

planning team meetings. The completed first draft of the document was presented to the group in July 
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2021 for full planning team review. The draft was available online for members of the planning team to 

review and comment on from July 23 to July 30, 2021. The public comment period took place at the same 

time. 

It is also important to note the short duration of the planning team review period. Without an approved 

plan in place, Okanogan County could have lost funding that was available through Fire Mitigation 

Assistance Grants (FMAG) for post-fire recovery for 2020 wildfires. This resulted in significantly shorter 

planning team review and public comment periods as the County needed to submit the plan for approval 

as quickly as possible. However, planning team members were, and still are, welcome to review and 

submit comments on the plan at any time, even after the conclusion of the formal public comment period. 

Comments should be compiled until they can be reviewed and considered for inclusion in the plan at the 

next annual review or full update of the plan. 

PLAN MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE 

The Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan will be reviewed on an annual basis by the planning 

team to determine the effectiveness of mitigation programs, projects, or other related activities, and to 

reflect changes in land development or programs that may affect mitigation priorities and/or strategies. 

The plan will also be updated every five years. These five-year updates will be delivered to the Washington 

Emergency Management Division for review and then to the FEMA, Region X Office for final approval. 

Public involvement will be a priority during both processes. 

ANNUAL PLAN REVIEW 

To facilitate the annual plan review process, the Okanogan County MHMP planning team will remain a 

semi-active group following the formal adoption of this plan and shall be charged with the responsibility 

of conducting annual plan reviews. Every year, the Okanogan County Emergency Manager will initiate and 

lead the annual review process at the first Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meeting held after 

the anniversary of the adoption of the multi-hazard mitigation plan. During this meeting, all participating 

jurisdictions will report on their respective projects, identify needed changes and updates to the existing 

plan, and identify what about the plan is working and not working and which goals are being achieved or 

need to be modified. Maintenance to the plan should be detailed at this meeting, documented, and 

attached to the formal plan as an amendment to the multi-hazard mitigation plan. 

Specifically, the focus of the planning team at the annual review meeting should include at least the 

following topics: 

¶ Evaluate whether or not the plan is following the planning philosophy and mission statement 

expressed in Chapter 1 as well as all actionable components of the plan. 

¶ !ǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻr not the plan is achieving its stated goals. 

Make notes of any changes or improvements that can be made during the next full update. 

¶ Update historical events record based on any events in the past year. 

¶ Review county profile and individual community assessments for each hazard and note any major 

changes or mitigation projects that have altered the vulnerability of each entity. 
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¶ Add a section to note accomplishments or current mitigation projects. 

¶ All action items in Chapter 6 will need to be updated as projects are started or completed, and 

new projects should be discussed as new needs or issues are identified. 

¶ Assess other planning mechanisms ς how can we dovetail the MHMP with other plans to make 

them work for each other?  Specifically, how do we incorporate content from other plans into the 

action items for the regional MHMP? 

¶ Incorporate additional hazard chapters as funding allows. 

¶ CWPP: Invite the WADNR to participate in the annual review of the CWPP. 

Following the annual plan review process, the Okanogan County MHMP planning team, in cooperation 

with the Okanogan County Emergency Management, will prepare notes describing: 1) the plan review 

process and its effectiveness; 2) the status of any current mitigation activities or projects and the addition 

of any new projects; and 3) any deficiencies in the plan itself as identified through the evaluation of the 

plan. These notes will then be used to during the next five-year update. All meeting minutes, press 

releases, and other documentation of revisions should be kept on record by Okanogan County Emergency 

Management. 

FIVE-YEAR PLAN UPDATE 

Updates to the Okanogan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan shall be conducted on a five-year cycle 

and shall commence at the direction of Okanogan County Emergency Management. Upon such direction, 

the Okanogan County Emergency Manager, in cooperation the Okanogan County MHMP planning team, 

will begin the process of updating the plan. It is advised that during the third annual update the planning 

team should begin the FEMA grant process for updating the plan with the following year (fourth year) 

used to update the plan. The governing body of each of the participating jurisdictions shall approve the 

updated plan and a copy of the updated plan shall be submitted to the WAEMD. 

The focus of the planning committee at the five-year re-evaluation should include all topics suggested 

for the annual review in addition to the following items: 

¶ Update County demographic and socioeconomic data. 

¶ Address any new planning documents, ordinances, codes, etc. that have been developed by the 

county or cities. 

¶ Review listed communication sites. 

¶ Review municipal water sources, particularly those in the floodplain or landslide impact areas. 

¶ Redo all risk analysis models incorporating new information such as an updated county parcel 

master database, new construction projects, development trends, population vulnerabilities, 

changing risk potential, etc. 

¶ Update county risk profiles and individual community assessments based on new information 

reflected in the updated models. 

¶ Identify any planning mechanisms that have been recently updated that should be used to update 

the MHMP; are there any planning mechanisms that should be integrated into the MHMP? 
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¶ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ άaŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ǘƻ LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 6 to include 

any additional authorities, policies, programs, and resources available to accomplish hazard 

mitigation. 

¶ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ. 

¶ Discuss how planning and mitigation priorities have changed to reflect current financial, legal, and 

political realities or post-incident conditions.  Document this in the updated Plan. 

¶ CWPP: Invite the WADNR to participate in the update of all information identified as being a part 

of the Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 

All meeting minutes, press releases, and other documentation of revisions should be kept on record by 

Okanogan County Emergency Management. 

UPDATE AND REVIEW GUIDELINES 

Deadlines and Requirements for Regular Plan Reviews and Updates: In order to apply for a FEMA PDM 

project grant, Tribal and local governments must have a FEMA-approved mitigation plan. Tribal and local 

governments must have a FEMA-approved mitigation plan in order to receive HMGP project funding for 

disasters declared on or after November 1, 2004. States and Tribes must have a FEMA-approved Standard 

or Enhanced Mitigation Plan in order to receive non-emergency Stafford Act assistance (i.e., Public 

Assistance Categories C-G, HMGP, and Fire Management Assistance Grants) for disasters declared on or 

after November 1, 2004. State mitigation plans must be reviewed and reapproved by FEMA every three 

years. Local Mitigation Plans must be reviewed and reapproved by FEMA every five years. 

Plan updates. In addition to the timelines referenced above, the Rule includes the following paragraphs 

that pertain directly to the update of State and local plans: 

V ϠнлмΦоόōύόрύ ώC9a! wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎϐ Χ/ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ 

ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΧΦ 

V §201.4(d) Review and updates. [State] Plan must be reviewed and revised to reflect changes in 

development, progress in statewide mitigation efforts, and changes in priorities and resubmitted 

ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΧŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

V §201.6(d) [Local] plans must be reviewed, revised if appropriate, and resubmitted for approval 

within five years in order to continue to be eligible for project grant funding.  

Plan updates must demonstrate that progress has been made in the past three years (for State plans), or 

in the past five years (for local plans), to fulfill commitments outlined in the previously approved plan. 

This will involve a comprehensive review and evaluation of each section of the plan and a discussion of 

the results of evaluation and monitoring activities detailed in the Plan Maintenance section of the 

previously approved plan. FEMA will leave to State discretion, consistent with this plan update guidance, 

the documentation of progress made. Plan updates may validate the information in the previously 

approved plan, or may involve a major plan rewrite. In any case, a plan update is NOT an annex to the 

previously approved plan; it must stand on its own as a complete and current plan. 
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The objective of combining these complementary guidelines is to facilitate an integrated natural hazard 

risk assessment, identify pre-hazard mitigation activities, and prioritize activities and efforts to achieve 

the protection of people, structures, the environment, and significant infrastructure in Okanogan County 

while facilitating new opportunities for pre-disaster mitigation funding and cooperation. 
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CHAPTER 3: 

COMMUNITY PROFILES 

  

IN THIS SECTION: 

¶ Okanogan County 

¶ Okanogan Conservation District 

¶ City of Brewster 

¶ Town of Conconully 

¶ Town of Coulee Dam 

¶ Town of Elmer City 

¶ Town of Nespelem 

¶ City of Okanogan 

¶ City of Omak 

¶ City of Oroville 

¶ City of Pateros 

¶ Town of Riverside 

¶ City of Tonasket 

¶ Town of Twisp 

¶ Town of Winthrop 

¶ Local Fire Departments & Districts 
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CHAPTER 3 - COMMUNITY PROFILES  

The purpose of this chapter is to link the unique qualities, features, and characteristics of each jurisdiction 

to local and regional natural hazards. Each community profile includes relevant information about 

demographics, infrastructure, commerce, industry, natural resources, and geography and identifies any 

community-components that are of interest, especially as they relate to natural hazards. Following the 

community profile is a risk and vulnerability assessment that summarizes the probability of a given natural 

hazard event affecting a jurisdiction, the potential impacts that a natural hazard event could have on a 

jurisdiction, and which community-components are at risk. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY 

DESCRIPTION OF THE REGION 

Okanogan means "rendezvous" and refers to the place where the Okanogan River joins the Columbia 

River. The Washington Territorial Legislature created the County on February 22, 1888. 

The total area of Okanogan County is approximately 3,400,000 acres, of which 767,803 acres is privately 

owned and about 1,565,754 acres is federally owned.  Over 95 percent of the federally owned land is 

encompassed within the jurisdiction of the United States Forest Service, primarily within the Okanogan 

National Forest, most of the Pasayten Wilderness, and portions of the Lake Chelan ς Sawtooth Wilderness. 

Larger than several states, Okanogan County is bordered on the north by Canada, on the south by the 

Columbia River, on the east by Ferry County, and on the west by ominous peaks of the North Cascade 

Mountains.  The county covers 5,281 square miles, making it the largest county in Washington.  The 

Colville Indian Reservation, located in the southeast corner of the county, occupies approximately 700,000 

acres and is an integral part of the heritage of the county. 

GEOGRAPHY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Forested highlands, shrub covered hills, and valleys with fertile farmlands comprise Okanogan County, 

which is located east of the Cascades along the Canadian border in the north-central part of Washington. 

Bordering the county on the west are Whatcom, Skagit, and Chelan Counties, to the east is Ferry County, 

and to the south is Douglas County. The western half of the county is comprised of dense, rugged, 

mountainous terrain, much of which is within Okanogan National Forest. Similar topography also can be 

found in the northeast corner of the county. From the north part of the county, the land descends into 

rolling hills, grassy ranges, and fertile valleys that extend through the center of the county. 

Summers, on the plains, are sunny, warm and dry with some hot days. During 4 or 5 months, in the lower 

elevations extreme highs may be 100°F, while, in the higher elevations 1 or 2 months may reach above 

90°F. In winter, minimum temperatures of -10° to -20°F are common although a few stations report -25° 

to -30°F. Normally, precipitation is light in the summer and heaviest in the winter. Valleys and lowlands 

receive an average of 10 to 14 inches of precipitation; in the mountains, precipitation increases with 
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elevation where 25 to 30 inches per year can be expected on the higher ridges, with the majority occurring 

as snow. Growing seasons vary from over 180 days in the Southwest to less than 80 days in the forested 

highlands. 

Okanogan County is a diverse ecosystem with a complex array of vegetation, wildlife, and fisheries that 

have developed with, and adapted to fire as a natural disturbance process.  Nearly a century of wildland 

fire suppression coupled with past land-use practices (primarily timber harvesting and agriculture) has 

altered plant community succession and has resulted in dramatic shifts in the fire regimes and species 

composition. As a result, some forests and rangelands in Okanogan County have become more susceptible 

to large-scale, higher-intensity fires posing a threat to life, property, and natural resources including 

wildlife and plant populations.  High-intensity, stand-replacing fires have the potential to seriously 

damage soils and native vegetation.  In addition, an increase in the number of large, high-intensity fires 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

higher costs for fire suppression. 

VEGETATION 

Vegetation in Okanogan County is a mix of forestland and agricultural ecosystems.  An evaluation of 

satellite imagery of the region provides some insight to the composition of the vegetation of the area.  

The full extent of the county was evaluated for cover type by the USDA Forest Service in 2001 as 

determined from Landsat 7 ETM+ imagery in tabular format. 

The most represented vegetated cover type is Douglas-fir at approximately 18% of the total area.  The 

next most common vegetation cover types represented are Herbaceous at 16%, Shrub at 14%, Subalpine 

Forest Mix at 9%, and Ponderosa Pine at 9%.  Urban areas and agriculture represent approximately 4.3% 

of the total area (Table 7). 

Table 7) Vegetative Cover Types in Okanogan County. 

Cover Acres Percent Cover Acres Percent 

Douglas-fir  617,979 18.2% Subalpine Fir 37,474 1.1% 

Herbaceous 555,344 16.3% Western Larch 34,355 1.0% 

Shrub 461,886 13.6% Water 33,090 1.0% 

Subalpine Forest Mix 317,536 9.3% Engelmann Spruce 26,871 0.8% 

Ponderosa Pine 291,774 8.6% Subalpine Larch 14,895 0.4% 

Lodgepole Pine 244,267 7.2% Burned Areas 13,372 0.4% 

Ponderosa Pine /  Douglas-fir  193,040 5.7% Snow 13,187 0.4% 

Agriculture 140,819 4.1% Conifer /  Deciduous Mixed 7,575 0.2% 

Rock 139,852 4.1% Urban 5,174 0.2% 

Dry Mixed Forest 116,988 3.4% Moist Mixed Forest 4,833 0.1% 

Low Canopy Closure Tree 44,811 1.3% Pacific Silver Fir 1,889 0.1% 

Deciduous 41,797 1.2% Mountain Hemlock 1,058 0.0% 

Whitebark Pine 41,385 1.2% Total 3,401,252 100.0% 
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HYDROLOGY 

The Washington Department of Ecology & Water Resources Program is charged with the development of 

the Washington State Water Plan.  Included in the State Water Plan are the statewide water policy plan 

and component basin and water body plans, which cover specific geographic areas of the state.  The 

Washington Department of Ecology has prepared general lithologies of the major ground water flow 

systems in Washington.  

The state may assign or designate beneficial uses for particular Washington water bodies to support.  

These beneficial uses are identified in section WAC 173-201A-200 of the Washington Surface Water 

Quality Standards (WQS).  These uses include: 

¶ Aquatic Life Uses: char; salmonid and trout spawning, rearing, and migration; nonanadromous 

interior redband trout, and indigenous warm water species 

¶ Recreational Uses: primary (swimming) and secondary (boating) contact recreation  

¶ Water Supply Uses: domestic, agricultural, and industrial; and stock watering  

While there may be competing beneficial uses in streams, federal law requires protection of the most 

sensitive of these beneficial uses. 

A correlation to mass wasting due to the removal of vegetation caused by high intensity wildland fire has 

been documented.  Burned vegetation can result in changes in soil moisture and loss of rooting strength 

that can result in slope instability, especially on slopes greater than 30%.  The greatest watershed impacts 

from increased sediment will be in the lower gradient, depositional stream reaches. 

Of critical importance to Okanogan County will be the maintenance of the domestic watershed supplies 

in the Methow River Watershed (Watershed Resources Inventory Area 48) and the Okanogan River 

Watershed (Watershed Resources Inventory Area 49).  

AIR QUALITY 

The primary means by which the protection and enhancement of air quality is accomplished is through 

implementation of National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  These standards address six 

pollutants known to harm human health including ozone, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, sulfur 

dioxide, lead, and nitrogen oxides.7  

The Clean Air Act, passed in 1963 and amended in 1977, is the primary legal authority governing air 

resource management.  The Clean Air Act provides the principal framework for national, state, and local 

efforts to protect air quality.  Under the Clean Air Act, OAQPS (Office for Air Quality Planning and 

Standards) is responsible for setting standards, also known as national ambient air quality standards 

(NAAQS), for pollutants which are considered harmful to people and the environment.  OAQPS is also 

responsible for ensuring these air quality standards are met, or attained (in cooperation with state, Tribal, 

 
7 USDA-Forest Service (United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service). 2000. Incorporating Air Quality 

Effects of Wildland Fire Management into Forest Plan Revisions ς A Desk Guide ς Draft. April 2000. 
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and local governments) through national standards and strategies to control pollutant emissions from 

automobiles, factories, and other sources.8 

Smoke emissions from fires potentially affect an area and the airsheds that surround it.  Climatic 

conditions affecting air quality in northern Washington are governed by a combination of factors.  Large-

scale influences include latitude, altitude, prevailing hemispheric wind patterns, and mountain barriers.  

At a smaller scale, topography and vegetation cover also affect air movement patterns.  Air quality in the 

area is generally moderate to good.  However, locally adverse conditions can result from occasional 

wildland fires in the summer and fall, and prescribed fire and agricultural burning in the spring and fall.  

All major river drainages are subject to temperature inversions which trap smoke and affect dispersion, 

causing local air quality problems.  This occurs most often during the summer and fall months and would 

potentially affect all communities in Okanogan County.  Winter-time inversions are less frequent, but are 

more apt to trap smoke from heating, winter silvicultural burning, and pollution from other sources. 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Okanogan County grew in population over 220% around 1900 then 175% in 1910.  Since the 1920 census, 

the average increase in population has averaged around 13% with the most recent official census showing 

an increase of only about 4%. 

Table 8) Population of Okanogan County. 

Census Population Census Population 

1890 1,467 1960 25,520 

1900 4,689 1970 25,867 

1910 12,887 1980 30,639 

1920 17,094 1990 33,350 

1930 18,519 2000 39,564 

1940 24,546 2010 41,120 

1950 29,131 2018 Estimate 42,132 

 

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that Okanogan County experienced a 3.9% increase in population 

between 2000 and 2010, compared to a 14.1% increase statewide.  The Census Bureau also reported that 

there were 1,164 private nonfarm establishments (2010) and 15,747 households (2010).  The median 

income for a household in Okanogan County in 2010 was $40,537, which was less than the statewide 

median of $58,890. This plan also uses 2018 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates to report 

income and poverty. These estimates report the median household income in Okanogan County at 

$45,808. 

 
8 Louks, B. 2001. Air Quality PM 10 Air Quality Monitoring Point Source Emissions; Point site locations of DEQ/EPA 

air monitoring locations with monitoring type and pollutant. Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. Feb. 

2001. As GIS Data set. Boise, Id. 
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Census data for each city and town within Okanogan County shows how populations have increased or 

decreased over time. The 2018 estimates were the most current population numbers available at the time 

of the 2022 plan update. When comparing 2018 population estimates against the 2010 Census, some 

communities are estimated to have decreased in population over the course of the decade, while other 

communities have seen their population increase. The updated, official 2020 U.S. Census data should be 

included in this plan once that information becomes available. This can be added during an annual review. 

Table 9) Populations of the various adopting jurisdictions in the 2022 Okanogan County HMP. 

Jurisdiction 
2010 

Census 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Total 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Okanogan 
County 

41,120 41,330 41,181 41,062 41,252 41,352 41,558 41,898 42,132 1,012 2.4% 

City of 
Brewster 

2,370 2,368 2,357 2,353 2,357 2,350 2,346 2,351 2,364 -6 -0.3% 

City of 
Okanogan 

2,552 2,606 2,589 2,575 2,574 2,566 2,570 2,578 2,591 39 1.5% 

City of 
Omak 

4,845 4,791 4,752 4,717 4,787 4,780 4,777 4,800 4,806 -39 -0.8% 

City of 
Oroville 

1,686 1,705 1,694 1,683 1,689 1,682 1,676 1,680 1,681 -5 -0.3% 

City of 
Pateros 

667 678 672 667 666 677 699 711 714 47 6.6% 

City of 
Tonasket 

1,032 1,144 1,135 1,131 1,128 1,123 1,125 1,128 1,129 97 8.6% 

Town of 
Conconully 

210 204 204 204 205 206 207 208 210 0 0.0% 

Town of 
Coulee Dam 

1,098 1,097 1,088 1,082 1,082 1,080 1,080 1,082 1,084 -14 -1.3% 

Town of 
Elmer City 

238 253 251 249 249 248 247 248 248 10 4.0% 

Town of 
Nespelem 

236 235 233 234 246 254 280 314 352 116 33.0% 

Town of 
Riverside 

280 280 277 275 275 274 274 274 274 -6 -2.2% 

Town of 
Twisp 

919 916 929 928 929 930 943 954 958 39 4.1% 

Town of 
Winthrop 

394 411 411 417 418 424 436 441 451 57 12.6% 

 

SOCIOECONOMICS 

The 2018 ACS estimates reported that Okanogan County has a total of 23,054 housing units and a 

homeownership rate of 66.2% (the national rate is 63.8%).  Ethnicity is distributed as: 73.1% white alone, 

0.5% black or African American alone, 9.8% American Indian or Alaskan Native alone, 0.9% Asian alone, 

0.1% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, 10.4% some other race alone, and 5.3% of two or 
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more races. People identifying as Hispanic or Latino (regardless of race) make up 19.7%. In Okanogan 

County, the poverty rate (children under 18 in poverty in the county) is at 28.7%.9 

Table 10) Income by household for Okanogan County, WA. 

Category Number Percent 

Total Households 17,075 100 

Less than $10,000 1,388 8.10% 

$10,000 to $14,999 1,506 8.80% 

$15,000 to $24,999 2,365 13.90% 

$25,000 to $34,999 1,898 11.10% 

$35,000 to $49,999 2,771 16.20% 

$50,000 to $74,999 3,269 19.10% 

$75,000 to $99,999 1,558 9.10% 

$100,000 to $149,999 1,634 9.60% 

$150,000 to $199,999 441 2.60% 

$200,000 or more 245 1.40% 

Median household income (dollars) 42,598 (X) 

 

Okanogan County had an unemployment rate at 8.2% in December 2019. This was among the highest in 

the state for that time (neighboring Ferry County was at 10.6%)10. The natural resource field (including 

agriculture, forestry and mining) comprises approximately 16.1% of the employed population in 

Okanogan County.  As a result, much of the indirect employment within this region relies on the 

employment created through these resource-based occupations.  Occupations and Industries are 

expressed in Table 11.11 

Employment within this region leans heavily towards private wage and salary workers which together, 

comprise just fewer than 65% of the workforce. Government workers represent a significantly smaller 

proportion of the work force at approximately 25%. Self-employed workers in their own, non-

incorporated business comprise about 10% of the workforce.12 

 

 
9 https://data.census.gov/cedsci/profile?q=Okanogan%20County,%20Washington&g=0500000US53047 

10 Bureau of Labor Statistics website. https://data.bls.gov/lausmap/showMap.jsp . Accessed February, 2020. 

11 https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF 

12 U.S. Census Bureau.  American FactFinder Selected Economic Characteristics for Okanogan County, Washington.  

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. 

Accessed February, 2020.  

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/profile?q=Okanogan%20County,%20Washington&g=0500000US53047
https://data.bls.gov/lausmap/showMap.jsp
https://data.bls.gov/lausmap/showMap.jsp
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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Table 11) Employment and Industry Statistics 

Category Employed Percent 

OCCUPATION   

Management, business, science, and arts occupations 4,873 29.10% 

Service occupations 3,227 19.30% 

Sales and office occupations 3,459 20.60% 

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations 3,105 18.50% 

Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 2,098 12.50% 

INDUSTRY   

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 2,693 16.10% 

Construction 1,336 8.00% 

Manufacturing 776 4.60% 

Wholesale trade 411 2.50% 

Retail trade 1,847 11.00% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 861 5.10% 

Information 181 1.10% 

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing 691 4.10% 

Professional, scientific, management, administrative, and waste management 
services 

785 4.70% 

Educational, health and social services 3,804 22.70% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services 1,270 7.60% 

Other services (except public administration) 716 4.30% 

Public administration 1,391 8.30% 

 

DEVELOPMENT TRENDS AND VALUES 

A relatively large percentage of the county is publicly owned.  Most of the property is held either as public 

property or as Indian lands (about 78% altogether).  According to the 2014 Comprehensive Plan, about 

5% of the remaining land mass is άƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭe for substantial development due to topography, access, 

ǇƻǘŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎέΦ Table 12 includes a breakdown of land 

ownership in Okanogan County. 

Table 12) Land Ownership Categories in Okanogan County, WA. 

Landowner Acres Percent 

United States Forest Service 1,502,860 44% 

Private 767,803 23% 

Tribal 669,286 20% 

State 385,473 11% 

Bureau of Land Management 58,865 2% 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 2,891 <1% 

Water 12,111 <1% 

Other 1,183 <1% 

Total 3,400,472 100% 
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The remaining land mass (approximately 17% of the total area) must provide the inventory of land 

necessary to provide for residential, industrial, and commercial needs both in and out of the incorporated 

cities and towns. The remaining land also supports the agricultural and natural resource-based activities 

that are important to the local economy. To avoid incompatible land uses, the Okanogan County 

Comprehensive Plan serves as a long-range planning document that guides future development in the 

remaining portion of the County that is suitable for such uses. 

The Okanogan County Planning and Development Department is responsible for land division, 

comprehensive planning and zoning, addressing and the master street address guide, shoreline master 

program, and critical areas ordinance.  Okanogan County Building Department is responsible for building 

plan review, building permits, and inspections.  Most of the privately-owned land in the unincorporated 

area is zoned minimum requirement district (Figure 4).  There are also small areas, many of which are 

located adjacent to cities or general aviation airports, zoned specifically for commercial and industrial 

uses. The zoning map and regulations are guided by and must be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Figure 4) Zoning map of Okanogan County, WA. 
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Private land is becoming more and more expensive as the population grows and more property is 

developed.  This factor combined with the mountainous nature of the geography is expected to produce 

significantly higher demands on privately held land in the future. Table 13 displays the total number of 

parcels, improvements, and improvement values in different cities, towns, and communities and totals 

for incorporated and unincorporated areas of Okanogan County. Between 25 different cities, towns, and 

communities there are almost 10,500 privately owned parcels with more than 7,100 improvements 

valued at almost $1.05 billion. In unincorporated areas of the county there are 36,000 parcels with almost 

16,000 improvements valued at more than $1.71 billion. 

Table 13) Total number of privately owned parcels, improvements, and total improvement values in cities, towns, and 

communities in Okanogan County, WA as well as totals for unincorporated and incorporated areas of the County. 

Okanogan County Total Parcels Total Improvements Total Improvement Value 

Brewster 982 617 $113,179,100 

Carlton 33 18 $2,080,500 

Chesaw 142 41 $1,830,900 

Conconully 313 221 $15,284,800 

Coulee Dam 440 379 $52,869,700 

Ellisforde 7 6 $694,200 

Elmer City 255 122 $7,887,700 

Havillah 1 1 $67,900 

Loomis 158 90 $8,063,400 

Malott 73 49 $2,490,800 

Mazama 73 29 $7,160,500 

Methow 69 35 $1,442,000 

Molson 112 45 $2,237,100 

Monse 15 4 $265,900 

Nespelem 135 47 $1,891,600 

Nighthawk 23 7 $175,500 

Okanogan 1,329 1,003 $149,806,300 

Omak 2,283 1,786 $283,216,200 

Oroville 1,182 825 $113,479,300 

Pateros 376 272 $47,420,400 

Riverside 301 145 $9,876,300 

Tonasket 674 468 $80,980,700 

Twisp 763 487 $68,621,400 

Wauconda 1 1 $170,600 

Winthrop 749 440 $73,476,400 

Total Incorporated 10,489 7,138 $1,044,669,200 

Total Unincorporated 36,337 15,793 $1,714,022,200 

Grand Total 46,826 22,931 $2,758,691,400 

 

The Okanogan Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan was updated to reflect changes in development in Okanogan 

County. The development trend that is reflected most prominently in the MHMP is the expansion of 

residential areas and housing into more rural, rugged parts of the county. This trend places an increasing 

number of Okanogan County residents at risk to the natural hazards described in this plan with wildland 

fire being one of the most significant threats. 
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Changes in development in the County were mostly captured during the update of the hazard maps and 

mitigation action items. The most current parcel data was used to juxtapose the distribution of structures 

with different hazard areas which includes, but is not limited to, flood zones, landslide hazard zones, and 

the wildland-urban interface. Additionally, many of the mitigation action items address concerns related 

to the distribution of homes and other structures in the County, especially new development in the 

wildland-urban interface which is identified in the Comprehensive Plan as a significant concern. 

Although wildland fire is still a high priority for the County, priorities shifted toward community health 

once COVID-19 began to affect the region. Several other hazards, including volcano, dam failure, and 

hazardous materials, were also added to the plan to reflect the importance that the County now places 

on those hazards.  

The County is always focused on mitigation, but no progress was made with the mitigation action items 

from the previous plan. Given the change in priorities for the County since the 2014 update, it was 

determined by the planning team that the previous list of projects would be discarded and replaced with 

a new list of projects that more accurately defines the needs of the County. 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT CAPABILITIES 

The Okanogan County Department of Emergency Management is responsible for the administration and 

overall coordination of the emergency management program for Okanogan County and the cities of within 

the county.  The Incident Command System (ICS) is the basis for all direction, control and coordination of 

emergency response and recovery efforts.  Emergency response and supporting agencies and 

organizations have agreed to carry out their objectives in support of the incident command structure to 

the fullest extent possible. 

The Okanogan County Central Dispatch / 911 Center is the only communications center for Okanogan 

County.  It maintains 24-hour emergency alerting and communications capability for receiving, 

coordinating and disseminating emergency information.  The Okanogan County Central Dispatch / 911 

Center provides communications coverage over the entire Okanogan County area.  It is the central 

receiving point for emergency notification and warning information and disseminates pertinent 

emergency information to support agencies. 

Amateur Radio Services volunteers may provide additional local or statewide communications networks.  

This capability can also provide backup communication systems at the Okanogan County Emergency 

Operations Center if required. 

All fire districts and agencies providing fire protection services in Okanogan County have reciprocal 

memorandums of understanding with each other. 
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OKANOGAN CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Most of the information include in this section was taken from the Okanogan Conservation District web 

site which can be accessed at: https://www.okanogancd.org/ 

The Okanogan Conservation District (CD) works collaboratively with land managers to care for natural 

resources in Okanogan County. Okanogan CD has been working to conserve and enhance natural 

resources in Okanogan County, Washington since April 1940. The roles and responsibilities of 

conservation districts statewide are found in the Revised Code of Washington, Chapter 89.08. Districts 

exist to serve as a source of local knowledge and expertise on natural resource conservation, providing a 

counterbalance to federal natural resource agencies. Okanogan CD works closely with landowners, non-

governmental organizations, Washington State agencies, and Federal agencies to identify natural 

resource concerns, then focus efforts to resolve those concerns in a voluntary, non-regulatory approach. 

In general, tƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩs services include stewardship planning, conservation incentives and education. 

Conservation projects conducted by the district include (but are not limited to) irrigation water 

management, wildlife habitat, erosion control, water quality improvements, and wildfire mitigation and 

recovery. 

Geographically, district programs and services reach across Okanogan County, including the Colville 

Confederated Tribes Reservation. To date, some cities and towns in the county have not chosen to annex 

into the district, including Twisp, Oroville, Tonasket, Riverside, Omak, Brewster, and Pateros. Land 

managers in the county ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ 

and those leasing land (primarily agricultural), on parcels ranging from small lots to farms and ranches 

with thousands of acres. Services offered to individuals outside of the District are limited. 

DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /5Ωǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

overlap between the conservation of natural resources and the preparation for, and recovery from, 

natural disasters. For example, since its inception, Okanogan CD had worked with landowners to prepare 

for and deal with flooding and erosion issues through best management practices such as streambank 

stabilization, riparian planting, cover crops, and other methods to reduce loss of life, property, and 

valuable natural resources. In recent years, the district has taken the lead on the Firewise program, 

providing wildfire preparedness information to thousands of county residents and visitors and facilitating 

the establishment of five recognized Firewise Communities USA®. In the wake of historically large wildfires 

in both 2014 and 2015, Okanogan CD has been working with over 400 cooperators to help them to recover 

their landscapes and prepare for follow-on risks such as flash flooding and landslides. The district has 

increased staff and provided training opportunities to ensure that staff can effectively serve the demand 

from cooperators for technical and, in some cases, financial assistance. Okanogan CD has, and will 

continue to, work in partnership with Okanogan County Emergency Management, local fire districts, 

public utility districts, and other agencies and organizations that have a vested interest in improving the 

resiliency of Okanogan County. 

The Okanogan Conservation District is governed by a five-member board of supervisors which meets each 

month. Three members of the board are elected positions while two members are appointed by the 

https://www.okanogancd.org/


Okanogan County, WA Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 

Chapter 3 ς Community Profiles 

47 

Washington State Conservation Commission. The district employs eleven full time staff members and their 

office is housed in the U.S. Department of Agriculture Service Center in the city of Okanogan. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Okanogan Conservation District to best 

reflect changes in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. 

Any changes or progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: There have not been any changes in development concerning CD assets 

or property, but development has changed within the CD project area. As the WUI expands and 

features an increased number of structures, the CD will likely be tasked with more outreach 

concerning impacts from wildfire (including mudflows). 

¶ Mitigation Progress: The CD has continued to assist landowners with efforts to mitigate impacts 

from natural hazards, especially impacts related to wildland fire. The CD is available to assist the 

County with these types of mitigation projects. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: As wildfire seasons become longer and more severe, the CD continues to 

shift its priorities to rehabilitating property impacted by wildfire and addressing hazards 

associated with mudflows produced by heavy precipitation on fire scars. 

  



Okanogan County, WA Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 

Chapter 3 ς Community Profiles 

48 

CITY OF BREWSTER 
Brewster is located in southern Okanogan County along the edge of the Columbia River. Just east of the 

city limits the Okanogan River flows into the Columbia at a reservoir known as Lake Pateros. The southern 

and eastern city boundaries of Brewster lie along Lake Pateros. State Route 173 runs south and crosses 

the Columbia River at the Bridgeport Bridge, connecting Brewster to the neighboring city of Bridgeport in 

Douglas County. U.S. Route 97 also runs through Brewster, connecting it to the city of Pateros, about six 

miles to the southwest, and the city of Okanogan, about 24 miles to the north. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.13 

Table 14: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Brewster 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 48.4% 

Black or African American 2.4% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 0.7% 

Asian 0.5% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 79.8% 

 

Table 15: Selected Employment Statistics for Brewster 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 1,148  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 354 30.8% 

Construction 50 4.4% 

Manufacturing 24 2.1% 

Wholesale trade 74 6.4% 

Retail trade 115 10.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 116 10.1% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 3 0.3% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

60 5.2% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 240 20.9% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 70 6.1% 

Other services, except public administration 33 2.9% 

Public administration 9 0.8% 

 
13https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=brewster,%20wa&g=1600000US5307835&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSD

P5Y2018.DP05&layer=place&cid=DP05_0001E&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=brewster,%20wa&g=1600000US5307835&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place&cid=DP05_0001E&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=brewster,%20wa&g=1600000US5307835&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place&cid=DP05_0001E&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
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Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 1,037 90.3% 

Government workers 92 8.0% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 19 1.7% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 16: Selected Income Statistics for Brewster 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 832 

Median household income (dollars) $46,442 

Mean household income (dollars) $45,960 

 

Table 17: Selected Housing Statistics for Brewster 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 907 100% 

Occupied housing units 832 91.7% 

Vacant housing units 75 8.3% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 356  

Median (dollars) $154,200  

 

.ǊŜǿǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ нлму ǿŀǎ нΣоспΦ14 The economy of Brewster relies heavily on 

agriculture, especially the fruit industry, and the city of Brewster is home to the growers cooperative 

Chelan Fruit. Brewster is a popular destination for water recreation due to its location on the Columbia 

River and its system of waterfront parks. Brewster accesses about 20 miles of open water between the 

Chief Joseph Dam and the Azwell Dam. A number of public events are held in Brewster annually, including 

Cherries Jubilee and a 4th of July parade. 

In total, there are 982 parcels with 617 improvements in the City of Brewster that are worth approximately 

$113 million. The city is home to the 30-bed Three Rivers Hospital. Anderson Field Airport is a public-use 

and city-owned airport located 1.5 miles northeast of Brewster on U.S. Route 97. The National Radio 

!ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅΩǎ ±ŜǊȅ [ƻƴƎ .ŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ !ǊǊŀȅΣ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

States, operates an antenna site at Brewster. Brewster maintains its own fire department and police 

department. Brewster School District includes Brewster High School, Brewster Middle School, and 

Brewster Elementary School. 

 
14 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Brewster to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned single family 

homes along the waterfront in the southernmost end of the city. There has also been limited 

commercial development in the northern portion of the city. Given the small size of the city, new 

development has not significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of the city to natural 

hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the City of Brewster build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, no specific 

mitigation action items were identified for inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Brewster have not changed since the 

last update. Wildland fire is still the greatest concern and highest-ranking priority for the City of 

Brewster. 
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TOWN OF CONCONULLY 
Conconully is located in the center of Okanogan County, surrounded by forestlands, and flanked by two 

reservoirs. The town sits in a small mountain valley about 18 miles northwest of Omak. The Conconully 

Road is essentially the only route into the town for most travel. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.15 

Table 18: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Conconully 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 91.6% 

Black or African American 0.5% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 1.5% 

Asian 3.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 5.9% 

 

Table 19: Selected Employment Statistics for Conconully 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 80  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 0 0.0% 

Construction 7 8.8% 

Manufacturing 0 0.0% 

Wholesale trade 1 1.3% 

Retail trade 22 27.5% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 1 1.3% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 1 1.3% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

16 20.0% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 16 20.0% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 11 13.8% 

Other services, except public administration 2 2.5% 

Public administration 3 3.8% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 59 73.8% 

Government workers 20 25.0% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 1 1.3% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 
15https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=conconully,%20wa&g=1600000US5314310&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&d=

ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=conconully,%20wa&g=1600000US5314310&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=conconully,%20wa&g=1600000US5314310&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
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Table 20: Selected Income Statistics for Conconully 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 135 

Median household income (dollars) $37,639 

Mean household income (dollars) $44,417 

 

Table 21: Selected Housing Statistics for Conconully 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 218 100% 

Occupied housing units 135 61.9% 

Vacant housing units 83 38.1% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 83  

Median (dollars) $179,200  

 

The local economy of Conconully relies heavily on tourism and recreation. Conconully State Park is located 

within the town limits and there are many other opportunities in the area for both winter and summer 

outdoor recreation. The town sits on the edge of the Okanogan National Forest, near lakes, boat launches, 

hunting and fishing access, campgrounds, forest roads, ATV access, hiking trails, and snowmobile access. 

The town hosts several events throughout the winter and summer tourist seasons. 

Salmon Creek, which flows southeast toward the city of Okanogan and empties into the Okanogan River, 

is impounded by two dams at the town of Conconully. The Salmon Lake Dam is just outside the town limits 

to the east and is about 1,260 feet long and 54 feet high. The Conconully Dam is located south of town a 

few miles on the south end of Conconully Reservoir and is about 1,075 feet long and 72 feet tall. 

In total, there are 313 parcels with 221 improvements in the Town of Conconully that are worth 

approximately $15 million. The town of Conconully is part of the Omak School District and does not have 

any schools. Conconully has a volunteer fire department but does not have its own police force and relies 

on Okanogan County for law enforcement services. Residents of Conconully rely on neighboring cities, 

such as Omak and Okanogan, for many other services including retail, healthcare and banking. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Conconully to best reflect 

changes in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any 

changes or progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and replacement of existing structures (For example, a new fire hall has been 

constructed since the last plan update). Given the small size of the town and limited development 

that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not significantly changed the 

exposure or vulnerability of Conconully to natural hazards. 
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¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Some mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Conconully build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, several additional 

stand-alone mitigation action items concerning landslides and flooding were identified for 

inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Conconully have not changed since 

the last update. Wildland fire is still the greatest concern and highest-ranking priority for the Town 

of Conconully. However, mudslides resulting from log jams and heavy rainfall on burn scars has 

become a greater concern for the town since the last plan update. 
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TOWN OF COULEE DAM 
The town of Coulee Dam is in the far southeast corner of Okanogan County, right on the county line. The 

town limits of Coulee Dam span three counties. Western parts of the town sit on the west side of the 

/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ 

of the Columbia River and is in Okanogan County and on the Colville Reservation. The Grand Coulee Bridge 

(State Route 155), just downstream of Grand Coulee Dam, spans the Columbia River and connects the two 

sides of town. SR 155 also connects Coulee Dam to the city of Grand Coulee (in Grant County) to the south 

and to the towns of Elmer City and Nespelem to the north. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates16 unless otherwise noted. 

Table 22: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Coulee Dam17 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 61.5% 

Black or African American 0.1% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 44.4% 

Asian 2.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.4% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 6.2% 

 

Table 23: Selected Employment Statistics for Coulee Dam 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 514  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 21 4.1% 

Construction 44 8.6% 

Manufacturing 12 2.3% 

Wholesale trade 0 0.0% 

Retail trade 32 6.2% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 15 2.9% 

Information 4 0.8% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 29 5.6% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

32 6.2% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 113 22.0% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 45 8.8% 

Other services, except public administration 4 0.8% 

 
16https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=coulee%20dam%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5315115&tid=ACSDP5Y2

018.DP03&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

17https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=coulee%20dam%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5315115&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=coulee%20dam%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5315115&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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Public administration 163 31.7% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 196 38.1% 

Government workers 312 60.7% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 6 1.2% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 24: Selected Income Statistics for Coulee Dam 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 544 

Median household income (dollars) $53,269 

Mean household income (dollars) $66,008 

 

Table 25: Selected Housing Statistics for Coulee Dam 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 630  

Occupied housing units 544 86.3% 

Vacant housing units 86 13.7% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 358  

Median (dollars) $152,900  

 

Table 2 shows a high percentage of the employed are government workers. This is because major 

government employers are located in and around the town of Coulee Dam. The Confederated Tribes of 

the Colville Reservation have headquarters in nearby Nespelem, the U.S. Reclamation Bureau has offices 

in Coulee Dam and nearby Grand Coulee, and the headquarters for Lake Roosevelt National Recreation 

Area is in Grand Coulee. Tourism and travel bring people and revenue to Grand Coulee and the town offers 

parks, trails, casinos, restaurants, entertainment, and lodging. Coulee Dam also serves people who work 

and live in the area through education, healthcare, retail, food service, banking, construction, and other 

support industries. 

In total, there are 440 parcels with 379 improvements in the Town of Coulee Dam that are worth almost 

$53 million. The town has a police force and fire department, coordinating emergency dispatch through 

Okanogan County. Lake Roosevelt Jr./Sr. High School and Lake Roosevelt Elementary School make up the 

Coulee Dam School District. The nearest hospital is about three miles away in the city of Grand Coulee. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Coulee Dam to best reflect 

changes in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any 

changes or progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 
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¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has largely concerned structural 

improvements and the construction of single-family home. Construction of the Lake Roosevelt 

Junior/Senior High School was also completed since the last plan. Given the small size of the town 

and limited development that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not 

significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of Coulee Dam to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Coulee Dam build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, no project-specific 

mitigation action items were identified for inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation for the Town of Coulee Dam have not changed since 

the last update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concern and highest-

ranking priorities for Coulee Dam. 
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TOWN OF ELMER CITY 
Elmer City is a town in the southeast corner of Okanogan County. Elmer city is also on the Colville 

Reservation and is located along SR 155, overlooking the Columbia River. SR 155 connects Elmer City to 

the town of Nespelem to the north and to the town of Coulee Dam less than three miles to the south. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates18 unless otherwise noted. 

Table 26: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Elmer City 19 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 48.5% 

Black or African American 2.9% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 47.7% 

Asian 4.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 6.7% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 4.7% 

 

Table 27: Selected Employment Statistics for Elmer City 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 132  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 1 0.8% 

Construction 6 4.5% 

Manufacturing 0 0.0% 

Wholesale trade 0 0.0% 

Retail trade 6 4.5% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 4 3.0% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 5 3.8% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

6 4.5% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 25 18.9% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 14 10.6% 

Other services, except public administration 3 2.3% 

Public administration 62 47.0% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 33 25.0% 

Government workers 94 71.2% 

 
18https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=elmer%20city%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5321485&tid=ACSDP5Y20

18.DP04&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

19https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=elmer%20city%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5321485&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP04&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=elmer%20city%20town,%20wa&g=1600000US5321485&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP04&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 5 3.8% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 28: Selected Income Statistics for Elmer City 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 171 

Median household income (dollars) $43,672 

Mean household income (dollars) $52,042 

 

Table 29: Selected Housing Statistics for Elmer City 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 189  

Occupied housing units 171 90.5% 

Vacant housing units 18 9.5% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 124  

Median (dollars) $103,800  

 

Much like the town of Coulee Dam, government agencies are an important component to the economics 

of the area. As Table 2 shows, government workers make up more than 70% of all workers in Elmer City. 

Among the employed in Elmer City, 47% work in the field of public administration and most others work 

in support industries. The major governmental employers in the area include the Confederated Tribes of 

the Colville Reservation and the U.S. Reclamation Bureau. 

In total, there are 255 parcels with 122 improvements in the Town of Elmer City that are worth almost $8 

million. The town contains a United States Post Office and many privately-owned homes. Residents of 

Elmer City rely on neighboring towns and cities for most services and facilities. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Elmer City to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and building upgrades. Given the small size of the town and limited development 

that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not significantly changed the 

exposure or vulnerability of Elmer City to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Elmer City build a routine around the development, review, and 
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implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, one additional 

stand-alone mitigation action item concerning flooding was identified for inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Elmer City have not changed since 

the last update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concern and highest-

ranking priorities for the Town of Elmer City. 
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TOWN OF NESPELEM 
Nespelem is a town in the southeast corner of Okanogan County on the Colville Reservation. The town 

sits beside the Nespelem River, which flows down into the Columbia River nearby. Nespelem is also 

located along SR 155, which connects it to Elmer City and Coulee Dam to the south and to Omak to the 

northwest. The Cache Creek Road connects Nespelem (and SR 155) to SR 21, 16 miles to the east. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates20 unless otherwise noted. 

Table 30: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Nespelem 21 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 18.7% 

Black or African American 1.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 88.1% 

Asian 2.1% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 2.1% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 0.0% 

 

Table 31: Selected Employment Statistics for Nespelem 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 83  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 8 9.6% 

Construction 11 13.3% 

Manufacturing 2 2.4% 

Wholesale trade 0 0.0% 

Retail trade 4 4.8% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 0 0.0% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 0 0.0% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

1 1.2% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 14 16.9% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 2 2.4% 

Other services, except public administration 2 2.4% 

Public administration 39 47.0% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 19 22.9% 

 
20https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=nespelem,%20wa&g=1600000US5348540&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&lay

er=place 

21https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=nespelem,%20wa&g=1600000US5348540&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=nespelem,%20wa&g=1600000US5348540&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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Government workers 61 73.5% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 3 3.6% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

According to estimates provided by local officials, there are approximately 80 housing units in the Town 

of Nespelem. Of those 80 units, approximately 10% are abandoned or uninhabitable. A breakdown of 

housing units in the Town of Nespelem can be found in Table 32 and Table 33. 

Table 32: Selected Income Statistics for Nespelem. *Estimate provided 

by officials with the Town of Nespelem. 

Income Category  Total 

Total households* About 72 

Median household income (dollars) $37,500 

Mean household income (dollars) $48,836 

 

Table 33: Selected Housing Statistics for Nespelem. *Estimate provided by 

officials with the Town of Nespelem. 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units*  About 80  

Occupied housing units*  About 72 90.0% 

Vacant housing units*  About 8 10.0% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 54  

Median (dollars) $81,400  

 

Much like the towns of Coulee Dam and Elmer City, government agencies are an important component to 

the economics of the area. As Table 31 shows, government workers make up more than 73% of all workers 

in Nespelem. Among the employed in Nespelem, 47% work in the field of public administration and most 

others work in support industries. The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation are major 

governmental employer in the area, with their headquarters just south of the town of Nespelem. 

In total, there are 135 parcels with 47 improvements in the Town of Nespelem that are worth almost $2 

million. The town contains a United States Post Office, a fueling station and many privately-owned homes. 

There are other resources and facilities outside of Nespelem, including Nespelem Elementary School and 

the Town of Nespelem Cemetery which are located out Schoolhouse Loop Road just west of town. On the 

edge of town along Hwy 155, there is a roadside marker commemorating Chief Joseph and the Joseph 

Band of Nez Perce. Two miles south is the Colville Confederated Tribes Headquarters along with the 

Powwow Celebration Grounds, Community Center, and Rodeo grounds. Residents of Nespelem rely on 

neighboring towns and cities for most services and facilities. 
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The Town of Nespelem also hosts annual festivities. 9ǾŜǊȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ bŜǎǇŜƭŜƳ 

hosts Millpond Days. Festivities include group meals, dancing, movies, a 5k run/walk, a parade, basketball 

tournaments, and other street activities. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Nespelem to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and the addition of some single-family homes. Given the small size of the town 

and limited development that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not 

significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of Nespelem to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Nespelem build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, one stand-alone 

action item concerning public outreach was also included in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Nespelem have not changed since 

the last update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concern and highest-

ranking priorities for Nespelem. 

  



Okanogan County, WA Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 

Chapter 3 ς Community Profiles 

63 

CITY OF OKANOGAN 
The city of Okanogan is centrally located in the county along the Okanogan River just a few miles from the 

city of Omak. Okanogan is the county seat of Okanogan County and highways that pass through the city 

include U.S. 97, SR 20, and SR 215. U.S. 97 connects the city to Brewster to the south and Omak to the 

north. SR 20, the North Cascades Highway, connects Okanogan to the town of Twisp to the west and Omak 

to the north. SR 215 is a 6.24 mile long connector highway between SR 20 in Okanogan to US 97 in Omak. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates22 unless otherwise noted. 

Table 34: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Okanogan23 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 84.6% 

Black or African American 5.6% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 3.4% 

Asian 0.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 14.1% 

 

Table 35: Selected Employment Statistics for Okanogan 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 896  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 69 7.7% 

Construction 33 3.7% 

Manufacturing 29 3.2% 

Wholesale trade 7 0.8% 

Retail trade 144 16.1% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 24 2.7% 

Information 8 0.9% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 34 3.8% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

23 2.6% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 254 28.3% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 109 12.2% 

Other services, except public administration 61 6.8% 

Public administration 101 11.3% 

Class of worker Total % 

 
22https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=okanogan%20city,%20wa&g=1600000US5350920&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP

03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

23 https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=okanogan%20city,%20wa&g=1600000US5350920&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=okanogan%20city,%20wa&g=1600000US5350920&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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Private wage and salary workers 587 62.2% 

Government workers 251 26.6% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 99 10.5% 

Unpaid family workers 6 0.6% 

 

Table 36: Selected Income Statistics for Okanogan 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 1,060 

Median household income (dollars) 34,145 

Mean household income (dollars) 42,073 

 

Table 37: Selected Housing Statistics for Okanogan 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 1,091 100% 

Occupied housing units 988 90.6% 

Vacant housing units 103 9.4% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 542  

Median (dollars) $135,100  

 

In 2018 Okanogan had an estimated population of 2,591.24 The city of Okanogan is the county seat of 

Okanogan County and of the 222 government workers highlighted in Table 2, 152 are local government 

workers. 

In total, there are 1,329 parcels with 1,003 improvements in the City of Okanogan that are worth almost 

$150 million. The city is home to several county government facilities including the Okanogan County 

/ƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜΣ WŀƛƭΣ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ 

County Extension Office. The Okanogan Legion Airport, a small, city-owned, public-use airport is located 

roughly one mile east of the central business district of Okanogan. The Okanogan School District operates 

Okanogan High School, Okanogan Middle School, Virginia Grainger Elementary School, and Okanogan 

Alternative Schools. The city of Okanogan operates a volunteer fire department with emergency medical 

response capabilities. The Okanogan County Fairgrounds are located just east of the city of Okanogan 

between the Okanogan River and U.S. 97. 

 

 

 
24 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population 

Division. Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Okanogan to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned single family 

homes on the NW side of town (on top of the hill) in the 6th Ave N/Conconully Road area. Other 

development has largely concerned the improvement or expansion of existing structures within 

the city. Given the size of the area and the number of homes that could yet be built, the new 

development occurring in the 6th Ave N/Conconully Road area could significantly change the 

exposure or vulnerability of the city to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Some mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the City of Okanogan build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, two additional 

mitigation action items related to flooding were identified for inclusion in the plan. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Okanogan have not changed since the 

last update. Wildland fire and public awareness of fire and flood hazards are still the greatest 

concerns and highest-ranking priorities for the City of Okanogan. 
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CITY OF OMAK 
The city of Omak is centrally located in the county along the Okanogan River just a few miles north of the 

city of Okanogan. Omak is the largest municipality in Okanogan County and highways that pass through 

the city include U.S. 97, SR 20, SR 215, and SR 155. U.S. 97 and SR 20 connect Omak to the city of Okanogan 

to the south and Tonasket to the north. SR 215 is a 6.24 mile long connector highway between Omak and 

Okanogan. SR 155 begins in Omak and runs southeast through the Colville Reservation toward Nespelem 

and Grand Coulee Dam. The eastern part of the city of Omak lies within the boundary of the Colville 

Reservation and the area has long been inhabited by various Native American tribes. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.25 

Table 38) Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Omak. 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 78.9% 

Black or African American 3.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 17.7% 

Asian 0.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 1.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 16.4% 

 

Table 39) Selected Employment Statistics for Omak 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 1,830  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 144 7.9% 

Construction 134 7.3% 

Manufacturing 68 3.7% 

Wholesale trade 0 0.0% 

Retail trade 91 5.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 153 8.4% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 23 1.3% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

137 7.5% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 581 31.7% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 210 11.5% 

Other services, except public administration 56 3.1% 

 
25https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=omak,%20wa&g=1600000US5351340&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=p

lace&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=omak,%20wa&g=1600000US5351340&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=omak,%20wa&g=1600000US5351340&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
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Public administration 233 12.7% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 1,060 57.9% 

Government workers 722 39.5% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 48 2.6% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 40) Household income in Omak, WA. 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 2,049 

Median household income (dollars) $44,943 

Mean household income (dollars) $53,268 

 

Table 41) Selected Housing Statistics for Omak 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 2,293 100% 

Occupied housing units 2,049 89.4% 

Vacant housing units 244 10.6% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 1,005  

Median (dollars) $110,000  

 

In 2018 Omak had an estimated population of 4,806.26 hƳŀƪΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ-seat of Okanogan 

contributes significantly to the relatively high percentage of government workers. The 722 government 

workers shown in the bottom of Table 39 were mostly made up of local government (408) and state (228), 

workers, the remaining 86 were employed by the federal government and the Confederated Tribes of the 

Colville Reservation. Most government workers work full-time and year-round. 

Omak serves a regional hub for trade and commerce within Okanogan County. The city contains many 

services that several nearby rural communities in the area rely on, including a more diverse retail sector, 

state and federal offices and vital heath care services. The city also plays a role in the regional recreation 

and tourism industries with a mild climate and recreational destinations located nearby. Omak provides 

many of the services that support these industries including hotels, restaurants, retail, fueling stations, 

and gaming. The 12 Tribes Resort Casino is located just south of Omak on U.S. 97. 

 
26 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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In total, there are 2,283 parcels with 1,786 improvements in the City of Omak that are worth 

approximately $283 million. Omak has a 44-bed, acute care hospital, Mid-Valley Hospital, and includes an 

EMS heliport. In 2018 Mid-Valley Hospital saw 7,969 emergency room patients, 1,739 surgical patients, 

911 admitted patients, and 216 newborn deliveries.27  

A rail freight line, the Cascade and Columbia River Railroad runs from Wenatchee to Oroville and passes 

through Omak. Commodities transported by rail have included agriculture products, cement, limestone, 

lumber, propane and LPG, and pulpwood. 

The city owns and operates the Omak Municipal Airport, located three miles north of downtown and 

provides daily chartered flights, EMS transport, seasonal aerial firefighting base and a base for privately 

owned aircraft. 

Omak has is served by TRANGO which provides both intracity and regional bus services. The Omak School 

District is the largest in the county and it operates ahigh school, alternative school, a middle school and 

two elementary schools, as well as a virtual academy. Wenatchee Valley College maintains a campus in 

Omak. Omak maintains its own fire department and police department. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Omak to best reflect changes in 

development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned single family 

homes in the residential areas in the north and south ends of the city. Other development has 

largely concerned the improvement or expansion of existing structures within the city. Although 

Omak is one of the larger cities in Okanogan County, new development that has occurred since 

the last plan update has not significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of the city to 

natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No significant progress was made with mitigation action items that were 

included in the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Of the projects included in the 2022 update, the 

City of Omak has pursued the replacement of the Central Street bridge but was unable to get 

funding through the State of Washington. Other mitigation action items included in the 2021 

update are intended to help the City of Omak build a routine around the development, review, 

and implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Omak have not changed since the last 

update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concerns and highest-ranking 

priorities for the City of Omak. 

  

 
27 https://www.mvhealth.org/ 

https://www.mvhealth.org/
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CITY OF OROVILLE 
The city of Oroville is located in northeast Okanogan County, about four miles south of the U.S.-Canadian 

border, on the south end of Osoyoos Lake. The city sits with the Okanogan River on the east side of town 

and the Similkameen River on the west side of town. U.S. Route 97 runs through the city, south to 

Tonasket and north to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection ς Oroville Port of Entry. State Route 7 

begins in Oroville at U.S. 97 and runs parallel to U.S. 97, south toward Tonasket on the west side of the 

Okanogan River. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.28 

Table 42: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Oroville 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 72.8% 

Black or African American 1.7% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 11.8% 

Asian 0.4% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 27.9% 

 

Table 43: Selected Employment Statistics for Oroville 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 827  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 141 17.0% 

Construction 75 9.1% 

Manufacturing 57 6.9% 

Wholesale trade 36 4.4% 

Retail trade 150 18.1% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 44 5.3% 

Information 19 2.3% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 15 1.8% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

7 0.8% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 97 11.7% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 91 11.0% 

Other services, except public administration 65 7.9% 

Public administration 30 3.6% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 604 73.0% 

Government workers 95 11.5% 

 
28https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=oroville,%20wa&g=1600000US5351970&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2

409&vintage=2018&hidePreview=false&cid=DP05_0001E&layer=place 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=oroville,%20wa&g=1600000US5351970&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2409&vintage=2018&hidePreview=false&cid=DP05_0001E&layer=place
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=oroville,%20wa&g=1600000US5351970&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2409&vintage=2018&hidePreview=false&cid=DP05_0001E&layer=place
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Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 128 15.5% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 44: Selected Income Statistics for Oroville 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 887 

Median household income (dollars) $33,156 

Mean household income (dollars) $44,189 

 

Table 45: Selected Housing Statistics for Oroville 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 998 100% 

Occupied housing units 887 88.9% 

Vacant housing units 111 11.1% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 454  

Median (dollars) $126,300  

 

In 2018 Oroville had an estimated population of 1,681.29 Traditionally, agriculture has been a major 

component to the economy of Oroville, especially fruit production. The area in and adjacent to the city 

limits contains numerous orchards and vineyards. Recreation and tourism are other important elements 

to the local economy and Oroville has a number of parks and access points for outdoor recreation. Retail, 

ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ hǊƻǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 

In total, there are 1,182 parcels with 825 improvements in the City of Oroville that are worth 

approximately $113 million. Oroville maintains its own police department and fire department. Dorothy 

Scott Airport is a public, international airport, north of town and is owned and operated by the city. It is 

classified as an airport of entry by the state of Washington. The northern terminus of the Cascade and 

Columbia River Railroad line is at Oroville. Commodities transported include agriculture products, cement, 

limestone, lumber, propane and LPG, and pulpwood. The Oroville School District includes an elementary 

school and a high school. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Oroville to best reflect changes in 

development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

 
29 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population 

Division. Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and building upgrades. Given the small size of the town and limited development 

that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not significantly changed the 

exposure or vulnerability of Oroville to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Some mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the City of Oroville build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, multiple project-

specific mitigation action items from the 2014 plan were revised and included in the plan update. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Oroville have changed since the last 

update. Although wildland fire and flooding are still the greatest concerns and highest-ranking 

priorities for the City of Oroville, updates and improvements to the airport have also been 

identified as a high priority. 
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CITY OF PATEROS 
Pateros is located in southwest Okanogan County where the Methow River flows into the Columbia U.S. 

Route 97 crosses the Columbia River to the south and cuts through the city, connecting Pateros to 

Brewster. State Route 153, junctions with U.S. 97 just south of town and connects Pateros to the Methow 

Valley and the town of Twisp. In 2018 Pateros had an estimated population of 714.30 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.31 

Table 46: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Pateros 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 66.7% 

Black or African American 0.7% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 10.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 49.4% 

 

Table 47: Selected Employment Statistics for Pateros 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 311  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 105 33.8% 

Construction 34 10.9% 

Manufacturing 34 10.9% 

Wholesale trade 17 5.5% 

Retail trade 0 0.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 9 2.9% 

Information 6 1.9% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 0 0.0% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

6 1.9% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 60 19.3% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 32 10.3% 

Other services, except public administration 8 2.6% 

Public administration 0 0.0% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 261 83.9% 

Government workers 38 12.2% 

 
30 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population 

Division. Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

31https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=pateros,%20wa&g=1600000US5353720&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.D

P03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=pateros,%20wa&g=1600000US5353720&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=pateros,%20wa&g=1600000US5353720&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles&vintage=2018
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Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 12 3.9% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 48: Selected Income Statistics for Pateros 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 213 

Median household income (dollars) $49,375 

Mean household income (dollars) $63,431 

 

Table 49: Selected Housing Statistics for Pateros 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 240 100% 

Occupied housing units 213 88.8% 

Vacant housing units 27 11.3% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 113  

Median (dollars) $180,100  

 

Much like its neighbor, Brewster, Pateros is an important hub for the agriculture industry, especially fruit 

production. The city is adjacent to the Columbia River and the Methow River, and is surrounded by 

irrigated farmland, primarily orchards. In addition to agriculture, recreation and tourism are also 

important components of the local economy. Pateros is used as an access point for both summer and 

winter recreation because of its proximity to both water and the Cascade Mountains. The city hosts 

several annual events that attract visitors from outside the area. 

In total, there are 376 parcels with 272 improvements in the City of Pateros that are worth approximately 

$47 million. Pateros maintains a volunteer fire department and fire station, and contracts with Okanogan 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ The freight line, Cascade and Columbia River Railroad runs from 

Wenatchee to Oroville and passes through the city of Pateros. Commodities transported include 

agriculture products, cement, limestone, lumber, propane and LPG, and pulpwood. Pateros School District 

operates one K-12 school and district office. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Pateros to best reflect changes in 

development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned structure 

replacement and improvement and the construction of single-family homes.  Wildfires caused 

significant damage to the city in 2014 resulting in the loss of numerous structures that are in the 

process of being replaced. Given the small size of the city, new development, which has mostly 
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concerned structure replacement, has not significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of 

the city to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: Pateros has pursued and completed numerous mitigation projects since the 

2014 wildfires. Information concerning the details and values of the projects can be found in the 

Wildland Fire Hazards section in the City of Pateros Annex. With changes in city leadership and 

changes in priorities since the 2014 wildfires, the list of mitigation action items from the previous 

plan was discarded and a new list of action items was prepared by city representatives. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Pateros have changed significantly 

since the last plan update. Wildland fire is still the highest priority for Pateros, but the focus has 

shifted to rebuilding and recovery due to the impacts from the 2014 wildfires. 
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TOWN OF RIVERSIDE 
Riverside is located on the east side of Okanogan County, about 8 miles north of Omak. The town lies 

along the Okanogan River and U.S. 97, which connects Riverside to Omak and Okanogan to the south and 

the city of Tonasket to the north. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.32 

Table 50: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Riverside 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 86.4% 

Black or African American 0.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 22.0% 

Asian 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 6.1% 

 

Table 51: Selected Employment Statistics for Riverside 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 140  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 26 18.6% 

Construction 11 7.9% 

Manufacturing 4 2.9% 

Wholesale trade 2 1.4% 

Retail trade 28 20.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 2 1.4% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 0 0.0% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

2 1.4% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 46 32.9% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 2 1.4% 

Other services, except public administration 0 0.0% 

Public administration 17 12.1% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 95 67.9% 

Government workers 43 30.7% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 2 1.4% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 
32https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=riverside,%20wa&g=1600000US5358795&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.D

P05 
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Table 52: Selected Income Statistics for Riverside 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 136 

Median household income (dollars) $36,250 

Mean household income (dollars) $46,568 

 

Table 53: Selected Housing Statistics for Riverside 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 141  

Occupied housing units 136 96.5% 

Vacant housing units 5 3.5% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 71  

Median (dollars) $118,400  

 

The local economy of Riverside relies heavily on agriculture and natural resource industries. Support 

industries such as education, healthcare, retail, and public administration, also employ many of the 

workers in Riverside. As Table 2 shows, about 30% of all workers are employed by some form of 

government agency. Among those government workers, more than 53% work for state government and 

about 37% are employed by local government. 

In total, there are 301 parcels with 145 improvements in the Town of Riverside that are worth almost $10 

million. The town is part of the Omak School District and does not have any schools. Riverside has a 

volunteer fire department but does not have its own police force and relies on Okanogan County for law 

enforcement services. Riverside has some services, but the residents rely on Omak and other cities for 

most services, including education, finance, retail, healthcare, and food service. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Riverside to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and building upgrades. Given the small size of the town and limited development 

that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not significantly changed the 

exposure or vulnerability of Riverside to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No significant progress was made with mitigation action items that were 

included in the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Of the projects included in the 2022 update, the 

Town of Riverside has pursued the construction of a new fire station but was unable to proceed 

with the project over a discrepancy regarding flood zones and the proposed placement of the 

facility. Other mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are intended to help the 
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Riverside build a routine around the development, review, and implementation of mitigation 

action items in the MHMP. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Riverside have not changed since the 

last update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concern and highest-ranking 

priorities for the Town of Riverside. 
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CITY OF TONASKET 
The city of Tonasket is located in northeast Okanogan County along the Okanogan River. U.S. Route 97 

runs through town, connecting Tonasket to Oroville to the north and Riverside to the south. State Route 

20 runs from U.S. 97 in Tonasket and runs east toward Republic in Ferry County. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.33 

Table 54: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Tonasket 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 90.4% 

Black of African American 1.7% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 7.9% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 12.3% 

 

Table 55: Selected Employment Statistics for Tonasket 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 333  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 20 6.0% 

Construction 0 0.0% 

Manufacturing 18 5.4% 

Wholesale trade 5 1.5% 

Retail trade 118 35.4% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 2 0.6% 

Information 0 0.0% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 5 1.5% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

19 5.7% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 116 34.8% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 19 5.7% 

Other services, except public administration 8 2.4% 

Public administration 3 0.9% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 266 79.9% 

Government workers 31 9.3% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 36 10.8% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

 
33https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=tonasket,%20wa&g=1600000US5371890&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.

DP03&layer=place&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=tonasket,%20wa&g=1600000US5371890&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=tonasket,%20wa&g=1600000US5371890&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP03&layer=place&vintage=2018&d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
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Table 56: Selected Income Statistics for Tonasket 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 499 

Median household income (dollars) $27,375 

Mean household income (dollars) $32,922 

 

Table 57: Selected Housing Statistics for Tonasket 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 532  

Occupied housing units 499 93.8% 

Vacant housing units 33 6.2% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 263  

Median (dollars) $154,200  

 

In 2018 Tonasket had an estimated population of 1,129.34 Tonasket is an important hub to the agriculture 

industry with irrigated fruit producers surrounding the city and fruit storage facilities within the city. 

Forest industries and recreation industries are both important components to the local culture and 

economy.  

In total, there are 674 parcels with 468 improvements in the City of Tonasket that are worth almost $81 

million. The North Valley Hospital in Tonasket, services northern Okanogan County and the surrounding 

cities and towns. The Tonasket Airport is located about two miles northwest of town and is owned and 

operated by the city. The Tonasket School District includes an elementary school, middle school, high 

school, and choice high school. The Cascade and Columbia River Railroad runs through Tonasket on its 

line between Wenatchee and Oroville. Commodities transported include agriculture products, cement, 

limestone, lumber, propane and LPG, and pulpwood. The Tonasket Ranger District office of the Okanogan 

National Forest is located in the city. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the City of Tonasket to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within town limits has mostly been limited to structural 

improvements and building upgrades. Given the small size of the town and limited development 

that has occurred since the last plan update, new development has not significantly changed the 

exposure or vulnerability of Tonasket to natural hazards. 

 
34 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the City of Tonasket build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, one additional 

mitigation action item focused on public outreach and education was identified for inclusion in 

the plan update. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the City of Tonasket have not changed since the 

last update. Wildland fire and public outreach are still the greatest concern and highest-ranking 

priorities for the City of Tonasket. 
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TOWN OF TWISP 
Twisp is located in western Okanogan County, where the Twisp River flows into the Methow River. It is 

the largest town in the Methow Valley with a population of 958 according to 2018 U.S. Census Bureau 

estimates.35 State Route 20 intersects with SR 153 just south of Twisp and continues northwest through 

town and up the Methow Valley to the town of Winthrop. The scenic SR 20 also connects the Twisp area 

to the city of Okanogan to the east across a mountain pass. SR 153 (the Methow Valley Highway) connects 

Twisp to the city of Pateros and the Columbia River, about 33 miles south. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.36 

Table 58: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Twisp 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 98.5% 

Black or African American 0.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 1.3% 

Asian 0.0% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 5.3% 

 

Table 59: Selected Employment Statistics for Twisp 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 534  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 46 8.6% 

Construction 15 2.8% 

Manufacturing 23 4.3% 

Wholesale trade 0 0.0% 

Retail trade 107 20.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 16 3.0% 

Information 19 3.6% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 15 2.8% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

25 4.7% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 57 10.7% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 142 26.6% 

Other services, except public administration 28 5.2% 

Public administration 41 7.7% 

 
35 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

36https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=twisp,%20wa&g=1600000US5373080&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 301 56.4% 

Government workers 144 27.0% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 89 16.7% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 

Table 60: Selected Income Statistics for Twisp 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 515 

Median household income (dollars) $44,180 

Mean household income (dollars) $63,713 

 

Table 61: Selected Housing Statistics for Twisp 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 572  

Occupied housing units 515 90.0% 

Vacant housing units 57 10.0% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 307  

Median (dollars) $184,700  

 

The local economy of Twisp relies heavily on tourism and recreation. This is evident in Table 2, which 

ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пс҈ ƻŦ ǿŀƎŜ ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ǿƛǎǇ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǘǊŀŘŜέ ƻǊ άŀrts, entertainment, 

and recreation, and accommodation and food servicesέΦ aƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ǿƛǎǇ ŀǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ 

but about 27% are employed by the government and almost two-thirds of those are local government 

employees. Federal workers make up about 33% of all government workers.37 The Okanogan National 

Forest Methow Valley Ranger District has its office in nearby Winthrop. 

Twisp is a jumping-off point for both winter and summer outdoor recreation tourism in the area. The town 

sits on the edge of the Okanogan National Forest near hunting and fishing access, campgrounds, forest 

roads, ATV access, hiking, skiing, and snowmobile access. The town hosts several public events throughout 

the year, including the Twisp Farmers Market from April through October. 

In total, there are 763 parcels with 487 improvements in the Town of Twisp that are worth approximately 

$68 million. The town owns and operates the Twisp Municipal Airport, located on the southeast end of 

town. The Washington State Department of Transportation operates the Methow Valley State Airport, 

about six miles north of Twisp. This airport is also a USDA Forest Service Smoke Jumper Operations Base. 

 
37https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=twisp,%20wa&g=1600000US5373080&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2408&vintage

=2018 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=twisp,%20wa&g=1600000US5373080&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2408&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=twisp,%20wa&g=1600000US5373080&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S2408&vintage=2018
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The Methow Valley School District serves the Twisp area. The Independent Learning Center, a choice high 

school, is located in the town of Twisp. Liberty Bell Junior-Senior High School and Methow Valley 

Elementary School are located a few miles up SR 20, between Twisp and Winthrop. Twisp operates a 

police force and fire service through Okanogan Fire District #6. 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Twisp to best reflect changes in 

development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned single family 

homes within new and existing subdivisions. Other development has largely concerned the 

improvement or expansion of existing structures within the city. Given the size of the new 

residential area off May Street and the number of homes that could yet be built, new residential 

development could significantly change the exposure or vulnerability of the city to natural 

hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Some mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Twisp build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, several project-

specific mitigation action item from the 2014 plan were revised and included in the plan update. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Twisp have not changed since the 

last update. Wildland fire is still the greatest concern and highest-ranking priority for Twisp. 
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TOWN OF WINTHROP 
Winthrop is located in western Okanogan County, in the Methow Valley. The Chewuch River flows into 

the Methow River at Winthrop. State Route 20 passes through town connecting Winthrop south to Twisp 

and northwest to the community of Mazama and North Cascades National Park. SR 20 west of Mazama is 

closed in winter. 

The following data was produced by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2018 American Community Survey 5-Year 

Estimates.38 

Table 62: Selected Race/Ethnicity Statistics for Winthrop 

Demographic Category % of population 

White 92.1% 

Black or African American 0.0% 

American Indian and Alaska Native 2.7% 

Asian 0.0% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 19.7% 

 

Table 63: Selected Employment Statistics for Winthrop 

Industry Category Total % 

Civilian employed population 16 years and over 171  

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 0 0.0% 

Construction 18 10.5% 

Manufacturing 16 9.4% 

Wholesale trade 2 1.2% 

Retail trade 0 0.0% 

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 9 5.3% 

Information 3 1.8% 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 12 7.0% 

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste management 
services 

16 9.4% 

Educational services, and health care and social assistance 35 20.5% 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services 41 24.0% 

Other services, except public administration 5 2.9% 

Public administration 14 8.2% 

Class of worker Total % 

Private wage and salary workers 117 68.4% 

Government workers 36 21.1% 

Self-employed in own not incorporated business workers 18 10.5% 

Unpaid family workers 0 0.0% 

 
38https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=winthrop,%20wa&g=1600000US5379380&tid=ACSDP5Y2018.DP05 
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Table 64: Selected Income Statistics for Winthrop 

Income Category  Total 

Total households 207 

Median household income (dollars) $46,875 

Mean household income (dollars) $65,121 

 

Table 65: Selected Housing Statistics for Winthrop 

Housing Occupancy Category Total % 

Total housing units 369  

Occupied housing units 207 56.1% 

Vacant housing units 162 43.9% 

Housing Value Category Total  

Owner-occupied units 119  

Median (dollars) $242,800  

 

According to U.S. Census Bureau estimates, Winthrop had a population of 451 in 2018. That would be 

more than 12% growth since the 2010 Census.39 The local economy of Winthrop relies heavily on tourism 

and recreation. This is evident in Table 2, which shows that more than 24% of wage earners in Winthrop 

work in the άŀrts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food servicesέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜs. Most 

workers in Winthrop are employed privately (about 79% total) and about 21% are employed by the 

government. The Okanogan National Forest Methow Valley Ranger District has its office in Winthrop. 

Winthrop is well located for both winter and summer outdoor recreation tourism in the area. The town 

sits on the edge of the Okanogan National Forest near hunting and fishing access, campgrounds, forest 

roads, ATV access, hiking, skiing, and snowmobile access. The town hosts several public events throughout 

the tourist seasons. 

In total, there are 749 parcels with 440 improvements in the Town of Winthrop that are worth 

approximately $73 million. The Washington State Department of Transportation operates the Methow 

Valley State Airport, a few miles south of Winthrop. This airport is also a USDA Forest Service Smoke 

Jumper Operations Base. 

Housing statistics for the Town of Winthrop are displayed in Table 65. It total, there are approximately 

369 (+/- 72) total housing units in Winthrop. It should be noted that almost 44% of those housing units 

are reported as being vacant. Most of these homes are probably either second homes (vacation homes) 

or rental units and not homes that are uninhabitable or abandoned. 

The Methow Valley School District serves Winthrop with Liberty Bell Junior-Senior High School and 

Methow Valley Elementary School located a few miles south on SR 20. Winthrop receives fire service 

 
39 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. 

Available online at https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
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through Okanogan Fire District #6. The Town provides its own law enforcement through the Winthrop 

aŀǊǎƘŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ. 

Winthrop carries out a άWesternizationέ program, designed enhance the overall visual attractiveness of 

the town and promote the local economy. Structures and building elements are required to remain 

consistent with the western theme of the town.40 

Overview of 2022 MHMP Revisions 

The following is a summary of how the plan was updated for the Town of Winthrop to best reflect changes 

in development, progress in local mitigation efforts, and changes in planning priorities. Any changes or 

progress reported is reflective of what has happened since the last plan update in 2014. 

¶ Changes in Development: Development within city limits has mostly concerned new single-family 

home construction as well as upgrades or improvements to existing structures. Given the small 

size of the city, new development has not significantly changed the exposure or vulnerability of 

the city to natural hazards. 

¶ Mitigation Progress: No progress was made with mitigation action items that were included in 

the 2014 Okanogan County MHMP. Mitigation action items included in the 2022 update are 

intended to help the Town of Winthrop build a routine around the development, review, and 

implementation of mitigation action items in the MHMP. As of October 2021, one additional 

project-specific mitigation action item from the 2014 plan was revised and included in the plan 

update. 

¶ Changes in Priorities: Priorities for mitigation in the Town of Winthrop have not changed since 

the last update. Wildland fire is still the greatest concern and highest-ranking priority for 

Winthrop. 

 

  

 
40 http://www.townofwinthrop.com/westernization.html 

http://www.townofwinthrop.com/westernization.html
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LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS & DISTRICTS 
The firefighting resources and capabilities information provided in this section is a summary of 

information provided by the fire chiefs or representatives of the wildland firefighting agencies listed.  Each 

organization completed a survey with written responses.  Their answers to a variety of questions are 

summarized here.  These synopses indicate their perceptions and information summaries. 

Appendix 4 contains contact information and a complete equipment list for each of the following fire 

service organizations. 

CITY OF OKANOGAN FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Department Summary:  The City of Okanogan Fire Department covers 

approximately 3.2 square miles of commercial and residential area.  The area is 

mostly valley floor with steep pitches of grass and sage brush hills to benches with 

residences.  There are fire hydrants that cover 95% of the city at this time.  There 

are 19 volunteers in the fire department with a paid Fire Chief.  Volunteers cover 

both the City and part of Fire District #3.  The Department is responsible for mainly structure fire 

protection but are trained and can respond to wildland fires within the City of Okanogan and Fire District 

#3 and surrounding areas.  The City of Okanogan Fire Department provides lease space to Okanogan 

County Fire District #3.  With residences mixed in with the wildland fuels, steep slopes, erratic winds, and 

dry summers coupled with elaborate private landscaping schemes can create extreme wildland fire 

behavior. 

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: After little or no growth in the past, the City of Okanogan is experiencing a 

moderate to heavy expansion, with several new annexations and developments.  These areas 

were previously agricultural areas that have been subdivided into varying densities; the upper 

benches are R-1 designations with the valley floor being of denser R-3 zoning. 

¶ Communications: 5ƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ōȅ hƪŀƴƻƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ όh/{hύ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƛǘŎƘŜǊ 

Mountain repeater.  Motorola Pagers are Minitor 6 and Kenwood 2312, 2180, and NEXEDGE ς 

200 radios are utilized.  The Department currently maintains a back-up dispatch system for 

emergencies when OCSO dispatch has a system failure.  The Department currently has 2 licensed 

tactical channels in the City of Okanogan for fire department use. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: The City of Okanogan has a burn permit program that was established 

1989 by City Ordinance #716.  The Outdoor burning code has been changed throughout the years 

to stay in compliance with the Clean Air Act.  Permits cost $20.00 and are issued for one year, 

there is a period of no burning that starts on June 1 and goes through September 30.  Permits are 

for natural vegetation only, minimal pile size and conditions pertain to each individual permit, 

Violation of any part of OMC 8.36 results in citation to reflect current fee schedule. 
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District Needs 

The major obstacle that stands before the fire department today is the limited amount of room for 

expansion of the Okanogan Fire Station; it has reached its capacity.  The need for a much larger joint fire 

station would provide the area needed to increase equipment cache and provide a large classroom for 

training scenarios and the setup for training aids. 

A dispatcher is needed that is solely dedicated to fire and EMS dispatch at the OCSO dispatch center. 

CITY OF OMAK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

District Summary: The City of Omak Fire Department covers approximately 3.3 square 

miles of commercial and residential area.  The area is mostly valley floor with steep 

pitches of grass and sage brush hills to benches with residences.  With residences mixed 

in with the wildland fuels, steep slopes, erratic winds, and dry summers coupled with 

elaborate private landscaping schemes can create extreme wildland fire behavior.  

The department is centrally located downtown at 16 North Ash Street.  There are 31 volunteers in the fire 

department with a paid Fire Chief.  The department is responsible for mainly structure fire protection but 

volunteers are trained and respond to wildland fires, vehicle fires, and vehicle accidents, hazardous 

materials incidents and assist with some EMS incidents.  Volunteers cover both the City and part of Fire 

District #3.  The department provides lease space to Okanogan County Fire District #3 to store equipment. 

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: Currently experiencing light to moderate growth within the City of Omak. 

¶ Communications: Since switching to narrow band, communications are good for the central valley 

locations.  The City is tied into the County 911 response system. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: There is a burn permit program that works very well inside the City of 

Omak. 

Issues of Concern: 

For many years there has been a high number of wildland related fires caused by careless outdoor burning 

in rural areas all over the County.  The local volunteer fire chiefs do not have the authority to enforce the 

outdoor burning.  The department believes that if a County Fire Marshal were hired it would help to cut 

down on a lot of the wildfire threat through better public education and enforcement. 

District Needs: 

No needs at this time. 
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TOWN OF CONCONULLY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

District Summary:  The Town of Conconully is a small resort community nestled in a 

valley about 20 miles northwest of the City of Okanogan.  The town has 210 residents, 

mostly retired.  There are 189 housing units in the town, of which, only 54.5% are 

permanently occupied housing units. 

The town borders National Forest, DNR, BLM and private lands.  The town is flanked by two separate 

reservoirs managed by the US Bureau of Reclamation (Conconully and Salmon Lake Dams).  The southern 

town limit is Conconully State Park. 

In addition to providing support to the town citizens the Department has an MOU with Fire District #9 to 

provide structure protection within a 5-mile radius.  The Department also provides EMS but does not 

transport (due to limited capabilities) unless deemed necessary.  

The Department is a completely volunteer agency with 12 volunteer firefighters trained in structure and 

wildfire procedures. 

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: Conconully has had a very slow growth rate during the last few years. 

¶ Communications: The Department is dispatched through the OCSO Dispatch.  Pagers and portable 

radios do not work in our area due to the town resting in a hole between several mountains.   

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: The town does have regulations on burning but can be hard to enforce. 

Issues of Concern: 

The Fire Hall was condemned in 1980 but continues to be used. 

District Needs: 

! ƴŜǿ ŦƛǊŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ  ! /ƭŀǎǎ ! ŦƛǊŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ 

some aging equipment.  Conconully needs an increase of year-round water sources for fire suppression.  

A repeater near town would solve some communication issues due to the geography surrounding 

Conconully. 

The Department needs help with recruitment, retention, and training of volunteers.  This is a problem 

because most residents are beyond the age of joining the department along with most working age folks 

cannot afford the high price to drive a 40-mile round trip to work to get to the Omak-Okanogan area so 

they do not live in Conconully very long. 

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘΦ  

The Department needs a four-wheel drive brush truck.  The fire department budget for the last several 

years has been a total of $14,000 which does not go far when maintaining vehicles, fire hall, PPE, training, 

etc. 
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TOWN OF COULEE DAM FIRE DEPARTMENT 

District Summary:  The Town of Coulee Dam is located in eastern Washington 

along the Columbia River with a population of 915 residents in Okanogan 

County and across the Columbia River there are another 315 residents in 

Douglas County.  The Okanogan County portion of Coulee Dam lies within the 

Colville Indian Reservation and forms the southern limit of the Okanogan 

Highlands.   The town has a total area of 0.7 square miles.  

There are 20 volunteers in the fire department with NO paid staff.  The volunteers perform structure 

protection and wildland firefighting duties. 

Issues of Concern: 

¶ Residential Growth: The population has only increased by 5.2% since 2000 with little or no 

development in the area.  

¶ Communications: ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ h/ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

Center/Dispatch.  Tactical communication is still an issue. 

Cooperative Agreements: 

Coulee Dam is part of the Okanogan Mutual Aid Agreement and has a mutual aid agreement with Fire 

District 3 from Douglas County.   The department also has agreements with BIA and Bureau of 

Reclamation. 

District Needs/Wish List: 

! ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

Narrow banding did not solve this problem it has left the area with only one channel to contact dispatch. 

A new fire hall is needed as the current hall will not house all of the fire vehicles and equipment and does 

not provide adequate training areas. 

Firefighter recruitment and retention continues to be a problem that the Department faces annually.  This 

is a problem because most residents are beyond the age of joining the department. 

The Department needs more training but this is hard to do with every member working their regular 40 

hour+ jobs. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #1 

District Summary:  Okanogan County Fire District #1 covers approximately 30 

square miles (2 miles in the district and 0.2 within Oroville city limits) along the 

Okanogan River valley.  The City of Oroville sits on the south end of Lake Osoyoos 

and at the convergence of the Okanogan and Similkameen Rivers.  The city is 4 

miles south of the Canadian border. 
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The District and city has one combined Fire Department which is operated by the City of Oroville and 

contracts with FD #1 for services.  All equipment and operations are housed and conducted from the city 

fire station in downtown Oroville. 

The population of FD #1 and city is 3,641 full time residents.  There are 25 volunteer firefighters with no 

fulltime paid staff.  The economy is primarily based on agricultural with an influx of tourist during the 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘǎΦ 

The fire district responds to structural fire, EMS major medical calls and rescue, wildland fire, vehicle 

accidents, hazardous material calls non-operational, and water rescues.  The District/Department 

responded to 72 calls in 2011.  The District will respond as initial attack to incidents on USFS and DNR 

lands until the responsible agency takes charge.  

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: Growth in the area is primarily caused by the proximity to the Canadian 

market, just 4 miles away in British Columbia, Canada.  Three vacation cottage developments have 

been built on the fringes of the city limits.  Over 60% of the property owned on the US side of Lake 

Osoyoos is owned by Canadians. 

¶ Communications: Development of a countywide communication plan is needed; the District is 

tied to Okanogan County 911 dispatch system.  Pagers, portable radios, and mobile phones do 

not work in all areas as the district is in a low-lying area surrounded by mountains. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: The District/Department does not have a general burn  permit 

program.  However, it does issue recreational burn permits, which follow the requirements of IBC 

307, once the County Commissioners declare a burn ban in all areas of the County.   

District Needs:  

Localized training available without the need to send each volunteer to training centers outside our local 

area.  A countywide Fire Marshal is needed for enforcement of the fire codes and building inspections. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #2 

District Summary: Fire District #2 includes an area approximately 1-mile wide 

beginning at the northern edge of the Town of Coulee Dam and proceeds north 

approximately 6 miles.  The District includes the Town of Elmer City and the 

unincorporated villages of Belvedere to the north, McGinnis Lake to the east, Lone 

tƛƴŜΣ YƻƻƴǘȊǾƛƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ DǊƻǾŜΦ  wǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ōƻǘƘ 

State Route 155 (Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway) and the Elmer City access road.  Bureau of Reclamation 

land is located on the south and west sides of the district and Colville Tribal trust land is scattered 

throughout the area.  

The district has no paid staff and therefore relies completely on volunteers.  Currently 15 volunteers are 

trained on both structure protection and wildland fire.  
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Fire hydrants are located in the Town of Elmer City, a local trailer park, and the River View Subdivision. 

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: Population is the district has remained about the same for the past few years.  

The town of Elmer City is approximately 240 and the rest of the district is approximately 250. 

¶ Communications: FD #2 is tied into the Okanogan County 911 response system. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: Follow US BIA (Mt. Tolman Fire Center) restrictions and guidelines.  

Permits are required and issued at the Elmer City Hall. 

Issues of Concern:  There is a current active effort to annex the villages of Belvedere to the north and 

McGinnis Lake to the east.  This will effectively more than double the size of our district. 

District Needs:  Primary need is a new fire station and training facility.  Updated equipment (i.e., a Class 

A structure truck with all equipment) is also a critical concern.  Maintaining a volunteer firefighting work 

ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴȅƳore or have reached an age that makes it hard for them 

to be a viable asset. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #3 

District Summary:  Okanogan County Fire District #3 is located in center of 

Okanogan County and currently has 78 volunteers serving a population of 

approximately 8,000 over 71 square miles.  The area is predominately valley floor 

with steep slopes to benches, residences are located at the edge of these benches 

with very little regard to the wildland fuel that abuts their residence.  Fuel types 

are ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƎŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǘŀƭƭ ŀǎ млΩ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

agriculture until recent years where the loss of orchard ground has provided large tracts of land that 

provide avenues for fire to enter the district or leave the district whatever the case maybe. 

The area, which comprises FD #3, is fire prone with a high frequency of lightning ignitions in June, July, 

August and September.  Additionally, there are frequent human fire starts throughout the region. 

There are 3 stations within the fire district - Station 1 is located in downtown Omak, the fire district rents 

space from the City of Omak; Station 2 is located in downtown Okanogan this station is located 

approximately 5 miles from the Omak Station, the fire district rents space from the City of Okanogan; and 

Station 3 is located in Malott a non-incorporated community 7 miles south of Okanogan.  Each station 

maintains its own roster and handles its own recruitment and training. Departments are responsible for 

mainly structure fire protection but are trained and respond to wildland fires, vehicle accidents, EMS calls, 

hazardous material spills, and other types of rescues. 

Priority Areas:  

¶ Residential Growth: One challenge FD #3 faces is the large number of houses in the urban/rural 

fringe compared to twenty years ago.  The growing population has expanded further into 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ 



Okanogan County, WA Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 

Chapter 3 ς Community Profiles 

93 

suburban areas  and unmanaged forest and rangelands created by this expansion has produced a 

significant increase in threats to life and property from fires and has pushed existing fire 

protection systems beyond original or current design or capability.  Many property owners in the 

interface are not aware of the problems and threats they face and owners have done very little 

to manage or offset fire hazards or risks on their own property.  Furthermore, human activities 

increase the incidence of fire ignition and potential damage.  

¶ Communications: FD #3 is tied into the County 911 response system. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: No burn permit program at this time other than those issued by the 

Department of Ecology. 

District Needs: None at this time. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #4 

District Summary:  FD #4 covers 174 square miles and with a population of about 

6,000.  The District includes the incorporated City of Tonasket and the 

unincorporated communities of Ellisforde and Crumbacher, as well as a municipal 

airport.  The City of Tonasket is about 20 miles south of the Canadian border. The 

town is at the intersection of US Highway 97 and State Highway 20, about 28 miles 

north of Okanogan, the county seat.  Apple, pear, peach, apricot, plum, and cherry orchards, wineries, 

cattle ranches, dude ranches, farms and rugged mountain wilderness with sage-covered foothills make up 

the fire district. 

FD #4 is 100% volunteer and currently has 35 volunteers.  The district responds to both structural and 

wildland fires. 

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: FD #4 growth is moderate to slow. 

¶ Communications: FD #4 is tied into the County 911 response system and maintains interoperable 

with other districts and agencies (DNR & USFS). 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: Burn permits are issued by district personnel and DNR. 

District Needs: A satellite station for Crumbacher, Thermal Iimager, new PPEs (structural and wildland), 

new SCBAs, replace hoses on fire trucks, and an updated structural engine. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #6 

District Summary: Fire District #6 is the largest Fire District in the County by area 

covering approximately 350 square miles with a population of approximately 

4,000. The District provides contracted support to the Towns of Twisp and 

Winthrop.  The District has four stations in the main communities of Mazama, 

Winthrop, Twisp and Carlton.  The District includes a wide variety of fuel types 

ranging from grassland to heavy timber and everything in between.  
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It is an all-volunteer department except for a full time Chief, Assistant Chief, and three Division Chiefs.  

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ о7 volunteer firefighters.  The top priority for the District is 

structure protection but responds to wildfires.  The District lands have a dual jurisdiction with the DNR 

which results in a good working relationship.  Also, much of the District borders National Forest and again 

cooperation with this agency is excellent. 

Priority Areas:  

¶ Residential Growth: FD #6 has the highest rate of new construction in Okanogan County. Most of 

the construction is residential in the urban interface areas. Urban interface area is the biggest 

concern. 

¶ Communications: ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ h/ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

Center/Dispatch.  FD #6 has good communications throughout the District. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: FD #6 does not issue burning permits. When fire danger is high, a 

complete burn ban is instigated. 

District Needs:  The Winthrop Station is inadequate to handle equipment and training needs. 

Replacement of the station is the highest priority.  Need to replace 2 water tenders and 3 brush trucks.  

Additional full-time paid firefighter staff to provide better service to the area. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #7 

District Summary:  The District covers 33 square miles and is made up of orchards 

and other crops grown both within the valley area and on many of the low benches 

where irrigation water is available.  The surrounding foothills are vegetated 

primarily by sagebrush and various lower growing grasses.  Sparse ponderosa pine 

can be found in a few of the nearby draws. 

The District provides coverage for the Town of Riverside (population 348) and is 100% volunteer with 

around 18 volunteers.  The district responds to both structural and wildland fires. 

Individual residents in the Tunk Valley have purchased land they hope will eventually house a small fire 

department.  It should be noted that it is 28 miles of gradual incline from the beginning of Tunk Creek 

Road near Riverside to its culmination at Crawfish Lake; thus the response time for a neighboring fire 

department to respond to a fire in the upper extent of Tunk Valley could be significant. 

Priority Areas:  

¶ Residential Growth: C5 ІтΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿΦ 

¶ Communications: FD #7 is tied into the County 911 response system and maintains interoperable 

with other districts and agencies. 

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: None at this time. 

District Needs:  New fire station with classroom facility and an urban interface engine. 
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OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #8 

District Summary:  District encompasses 160,000 acres (250 mi2) all on the Colville 

Indian Reservation.  The District is bordered on the south by the Columbia River 

(Brewster/Bridgeport), east and north by Columbia River Road, and west by 

Highway 97.  Borders by Brewster/Bridgeport near Smith Ranch 

(Wakefield/Cameron Lake) exit.  Population is approximately 350.  The terrain is 

high plateau which breaks down to low elevations on all four compass points with scattered timbers, 

sagebrush and open grass areas.  In addition, wheat field dominate approximately 15,000 acres mostly in 

central and south-central district.  

The District has 30 active volunteer members who are nearly all red card trained.  All members receive 

annual refresher training through DNR and have completed their annual first aid training. 

District 8 is a wildland fire only unit ς no structure capabilities exist.  The District has eight Type 6 engines, 

one 3,000-gallon tender and one command vehicle.  

Priority Areas: 

¶ Residential Growth: WUI with newcomers. 

¶ Communications:  The District is dispatched out of the County communications  center and is 

adequate except for tone out issues.  

¶ Burn Permit Regulations: Burn permits are issued by Mt Tolman, BIA.   

Cooperative Agreements: Mutual aid agreements with Fire District #3 and Mt Tolman, BIA. 

District Needs/Wish List: 

¶ ¢ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǎǇƻǊŀŘƛŎΤ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǇŀƎŜǊǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ς open to 

suggestions. 

¶ With small budget, ($12,000 annually) vehicle upkeep is a constant concern. 

OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #9 

District Summary:  District #9 is about 64 square miles. It is made up of farms, 

ranches and open range lands. Structures are fairly scattered in most parts. The 

District does surround the Town of Conconully; however, the town has its own fire 

department.  FD #9 only has wildland fire equipment; the residents rely on the 

Town of Conconully Fire Department for structure protection within 5 miles of the 

town.  For other residents, FD #9 has a mutual aid agreement with FD #3 for structure protection.  FD #9 

borders FS, BLM, DNR, and Washington Fish and Wildlife.  

FD #9 is an entirely volunteer fire district with no paid staff and 23 volunteer fire fighters. 

 


