
OKANOGANCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERSORDINANCE20222AnordinanceextendingatemporarymoratoriumonthepermittingofnewcannabisgrowsandtheexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowsinOkanoganCountyWashingtonWHEREASTheWashingtonStateLiquorandCannabisBoardWSLCBhasadoptedrulestolicenseproductionprocessingandretailsalesofrecreationalcannabisandcannabisproductsandWHEREASOkanoganCountyhasadoptedOkanoganCountyCode17A290inJuly2016creatingreviewcriteriaandproceduresforcannabisoperationswithinOkanoganCountyconsistentwithregulationsofWashingtonStateandadministeredbytheWSLCBastheypertaintotheauthorizationoflicensedcannabisoperationsandWHEREAStheCountyhasdeterminedthatadditionalstudyandanalysisisnecessarytodeterminetheimpactsofexistingcannabisoperationsandparticularlycannabisproductionorgrowoperationstotheenvironmentandtoadjacentpropertyownersandWHEREAScannabisgrowoperationsposeuniqueimpactsintermsoflanduseconflictsthatdifferinfrequencyandintensityfromimpactsgenerallyexperiencedwithcannabisprocessorsandretailersandWHEREAStheCountyhasidentifiedinstanceswhereWSLCBhasissuedlicensesforcannabisgrowoperationsataddressesthatdonotexistintheCountyslandrecordsandWHEREAStheCountyhasidentifiedinstanceswherepropertypermittedbytheCountyforcannabiscultivationhasbeensubleasedtocannabisgrowerswhomayhaveWSLCBissuedlicensesbutlacklanduseauthorizationfromtheCountytoengageincannabiscultivationandWHEREAStheCountyhasidentifiedinstanceswheretheOkanoganCountyOfficeofPlanningandDevelopmentOCOPDpreviouslyissuedlanduseentitlementlettersrelatingtogrowoperationsthatarenolongerinCountyfilesandWHEREASinspectionsofsomemarijuanagrowoperationsinAugust2021revealedoperationsthatdidnotmatchsiteplansonfilewithOCOPDandWHEREASinAugust2021theCountyhaddeterminedthattheWSLCBhadissuedapproximately125licensesforcannabisgrowoperationsinOkanoganCountywhiletheOCOPDhadissued85permitsforcannabisgrowoperationsinOkanoganCountyandWHEREAStheBoardofCountyCommissionersinAugust2021determineditnecessarytoenactamoratoriumonpermittingnewcannabisgrowsandtheexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowstoensurecompliancewithOkanoganCountyCodeCh17A290CannabisOperationsOkanoganCountyCodeCh15BuildingandConstructionandWashingtonStateLiquorandCannabisBoardlicensingandpermittingrequirementsandWHEREASonAugust182021theBOCCconvenedapublichearingonOrdinanceNo20219whichestablishedatemporarymoratoriumonthepermittingofnewcannabisgrowsandtheexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowsinOkanoganCountyWashingtonand



WHEREASsubsequenttotheadoptionofOrdinanceNo20219inAugust2021OCOPDstaffhavebeenmeetingwithexistinggrowerstoreviewthegrowersWSLCBissuedlicensesandexistingsiteplansforthepurposeofassistingthegrowerstobringcannabisgrowoperationsintocompliancewithOkanoganCountyCodeOCC17A290andWHEREASinordertoaccommodateharvestseasontheBOCCextendedthedeadlineforcannabisgrowerstoschedulingmeetingswithOCOPDfromJanuary12022toFebruary152022andWHEREASthedeadlineisquicklyapproachingforexistinggrowerstoschedulemeetingsandWHEREAStherearestill48existinggrowersinOkanoganCountythathavenotscheduledameetingwithPlanningStaffandWHEREASOrdinanceNo20219ordainedthefollowing1AmoratoriumisplacedonthepermittingofallnewcannabisgrowsandthepermittingofanyexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowsinOkanoganCountyunderOkanoganCountyCode17A290andTitle152ExistingcannabisgrowsarerequiredtosetanappointmentwiththeOkanoganCountyOfficeofPlanningandDevelopmentprovidetheircurrentStatelicensesandexistingsiteplanoftheiroperationbyJanuary120223ExistingcannabisgrowsthatdonotmeettherequirementofprovidingcurrentlicensingandsiteplansoftheiroperationswillhaveanypermitsorapprovalsreceivedfromOkanoganCountyrevokedandanoticewillbesenttotheWashingtonStateLiquorandCannabisBoardregardingnoncomplianceandrevokedpermit4TheOkanoganCountyOfficeofPlanningandDevelopmentisdirectedtorevisitOkanoganCountyCode17A290tomakeamendmentstoaddresstheissuestheyaredealingwithpertainingtocannabispermittingsitingregulationandenforcementincludingestablishinganAnnualRegistrationrequirementandfees5ThismoratoriumwillexpiresixmonthsafteradoptionunlessotherwiseextendedorrepealedWHEREAStheBOCCconvenedapublichearingonMarch212022toconsiderwhetherthemoratoriumadoptedpursuanttoOrdinanceNo20219shouldterminateorbeextendedandWHEREAStheBOCChasdeterminedthereisstillmoreworktoaccomplishthantimeallowsunderthemoratoriumadoptedpursuanttoOrdinanceNo20219andBEITTHEREFOREORDAINEDASFOLLOWS1MoratoriumExtendedThemoratoriumonthepermittingofnewcannabisgrowsandtheexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowsinOkanoganCountyWashingtonadoptedpursuanttoOrdinanceNo20219isextendedforanadditionalsixmonthperiodandisotherwiseaffirmedandamendedasfollowsaAmoratoriumisplacedonthepermittingofallnewcannabisgrowsandthepermittingofanyexpansionofexistingcannabisgrowsinOkanoganCountyunderOkanoganCountyCode17A290andTitle15bExistingcannabisgrowersshallscheduleanappointmentwithOCOPDtooccurnolaterthanApril12022forthepurposeofreviewingcurrentWSLCBissuedlicensesthestatusofexistingCountypermitsandgrowoperationsiteplans



cExistingcannabisgrowersthatdonotscheduleandcompletetheaforementionedappointmentwithOCOPDonorbeforeApril12022maybesubjectcodeenforcementconsistentwithOkanoganCountyCodeCh17A3602TermofMoratoriumThemoratoriumimposedbythisOrdinanceshallbecomeeffectiveonthedatehereofandshallcontinueineffectforsixmonthsunlessrepealedextendedormodifiedbytheBOCC3WorkPlanOCOPDisdirectedtodevelopaworkplantostudyOkanoganCountyCodeCh17A290andconsiderwhethertheordinanceoranyotherordinanceshouldbeamendedtoaddressissuestheCountyiscurrentlyexperiencingrelatedtocannabispermittingsitingregulationandenforcementtoincludetheestablishmentofanAnnualRegistrationrequirementandfees4FindingsofFactTherecitalssetforthaboveareherebyadoptedastheCountysfindingsoffactinsupportofthemoratoriumimposedbyOrdinanceNo20219andthisOrdinanceNo202225EffectiveDatesThemoratoriumsetforthinthisOrdinanceshallbeineffectforaperiodofsixmonthsfromthedatethisOrdinanceispassedandshallautomaticallyexpireonthatdateunlessextendedasprovidedinRCW35A63220andROW3670A390orunlessterminatedsoonerbytheBOCCKDATEDatOkanoganWlJngtonthis0dayofhruLQLnl2022novTBOARDOFCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERSOKANOGANWASHINGTONt0talepaJohnderRtogldjStcAndAPPROVEDASTOFORM yerfcairmanChfisBranchJVIemberDavidGecasCivilDeputyPAJimDeTroMember


