
OKANOGANCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERSRESOLUTION1432020AdoptionoftheOkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlanWHEREAStheOkanoganCountyOfficeofPlanningandDevelopmentusinginformationgatheredbytheCountystaffandthePathsandTrailsCommitteehascompletedadetailedupdateoftheOkanoganCountyParksandRecreationPlanthatdescribesthephysicalfeaturesexistingrecreationfacilitiesandthedesiredactionstobetakentoimproveandmaintainrecreationfacilitiesbetween2020and2025andWHEREASinaccordancewiththerulesandregulationssetforthbyWashingtonStateWAC28613040RecreationPlansrequiredforparticipationincommitteegrantprogramsmustbecompleteandonfilewiththecommitteeatleastthreecalendarmonthsbeforethefundingmeetingatwhichtheapplicantsprojectisfirstconsideredandWHEREASthe2020RecreationPlanmeetstherequirementssetforthforcertificationbytheRecreationandConservationOfficeandhasbeenreviewedbysaidofficeandWHEREAStheOkanoganCountyOfficeofPlanningandDevelopmenthasdevelopedtheplanforthebenefitoftheentirecountyandtoadopttheplanasadocumenttoassistinmeetingtherecreationneedsofthecommunityandWHEREASapublichearingwasheldbytheOkanoganCountyRegionalPlanningCommissiononSeptember282020toreceivepublicinputandcommentandWHEREAStheOkanoganCountyRegionalPlanningCommissionhasapprovedresolution20202recommendingtheadoptionoftheRecreationPlantotheOkanoganCountyBoardofCountyCommissionersandWHEREAStheOkanoganCountyBoardofCountyCommissionersheldpublichearingonOctober272020andNOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDtheOkanoganCountyCommissionersherebyadoptsthe2020ParksandRecreationPlanasaguidelineforimprovingrecreationfortheresidentsoftheCountyofOkanoganWashingtonDATEDatOkanoganWashingtonthisdayofOctober2020BOARDOFCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERSOKANOGANWASHINGTONLalenaJohnCMCClerkofth6Board JimDeTroChairmanAnyjoy6rMemberChrisBranchMember





OKANOGANCOUNTYOUTDOORRECREATIONPLANCOUNTYCOMMISSIONERSJimDetroChairmanAndyHoverViceChairChrisBranchOkanoganCountyStephaniePalmerPlanningDirectorJoshThomsonPEPublicWorksDirectorCountyEngineerTedMurrayGISPlanningRecreation



EXECUTIVESUMMARYThecitizensofOkanoganCountyandthosethatvisittheregionplaceaveryhighvalueonoutdoorrecreationandhaveastrongdesirefornewandorimprovedrecreationalfacilitiesthatsupportthelifestyleandeconomicsustainabilityoflocalresidentsExamplesofthegrowthofrecreationdemandincludetheMethowValleySportsTrailsAssociationwhichhasseenatenpercentannualincreaseinuserdaysoverthepastdecadeSurveysshowagrowinginterestforongoingtrailadditionsandimprovementsintheOkanoganValleyegtheconversionoftheoldrailbedalongtheSimilkameenRiverThroughtheplanningprocessthepublicidentifiedbothspecificprojectsaswellasgeneralneedsSpecificexamplesincludeexpansionandongoingmaintenanceoftheexistingMethowValleyTrailsystemandongoingimprovementsintheCountyssnowmobilegroomingprogramGeneralpublicfeedbacksuggestsdirectingfundingtowardtheprojectsthatcanleveragethegreatestoveralleconomicbenefittotheregionandthereisademandforgreatertrailsandrecreationplanningandcoordinationbetweenagenciesbusinessesandprivatelandownersThefocusoftheplanisoutdoorrecreationintheunincorporatedlandsofOkanoganCountyTheintentistoprovidetheCountywithadocumentthatcanprovideafoundationforworkingwithlocalorganizationscitiestownsstateandfederalgovernmentsutilitiesandothersonlongrangerecreationplanningmaintenanceofexistingfacilitiesanddevelopmentofnewfacilitiesthatconnectandenhanceexistingandproposedrecreationalopportunitiesItisimportanttonotethattheplandoesnotspecificallyaddressalloutdoorrecreationneedsonstateandfederallandsbutratherfocusesonprojectsthatreflectconnectionswithexistingandproposedprojectsthateitherborderorprovidelinkagestofederalstatelocalorprivaterecreationopportunitiesTheActionPlanrecommendsfirsttoproceedwiththoseprojectsandprogramsalreadyunderwayorwhichexistinadetailedformAhighpriorityismaintenanceandenhancementofexistingoutdoorrecreationprojectsincludinggroomingofsnowmobiletrailsandNordicskitrailsimprovementsatSnoParksandcontinuedcooperationondevelopingbothmotorizedandnonmotorizedyearroundtrailsintheMethowValleyandnorthcountyareasExistingfacilitiesarevaluedandusedbycountyresidentsandvisitorsNewprojectsshouldnotdetractfromthelongtermsustainabilityofcurrentfacilitiesandrecreationalassetsThesecondrecommendationisthatthecountycommissionersestablishamechanismforplanimplementationandongoingcitizenparticipationthroughtheOutdoorRecreationCoordinatorandadvisorybodytohelpwithimplementationandlongtermcoordinationThethirdrecommendationisthatadetailedinventoryoftrailsoutdoorandindoorrecreationalfacilitieshighwayROWopportunitiesforimprovedrecreationalsafetyandpotentialriverandlakeaccesspointsbeconductedAfourthpieceisrecognitionandoutreachingtheimportantroletheCountyandUSForestServiceroadsystemsplayinprovidingbothaccessaswellasopportunitiesforenhancingrecreationThefinalpieceoftheactionplaniscoordinationandcooperation
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OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020INTRODUCTIONAnoutdoorrecreationplanisanintegralpartofandusuallyincludedasaportionoftheParksandRecreationElementofacommunityscomprehensiveplanningprogramInthiscasethecommunityisOkanoganCountyandthisdocumentreflectsanupdateofthe20040kanoganCountyParksandRecreationElementoftheCountyComprehensivePlanThisPlancontainsaninventoryanddescriptionofexistingpublicrecreationfacilitiesandopportunitiesgoalsandobjectivestoguideplanimplementationthedeterminationandanalysisofrecreationneedsandplansformeetingthoseoutdoorrecreationneedsThisPlanstrivestostrikeabalancebetweenpublicdemandsforoutdoorrecreationactivitiesandfacilitiesandavailableresourcesPopulationgrowthdemographiccharacteristicssafetyhistoricalconsiderationsandproximitytootherpopulationcentersandmajorrecreationareaswereassembledasbackgroundinformationThemostimportantconsiderationsofthisPlanwerepublicdesiresandfundingsourcesavailabletotheCountyInadditiontothefacilitiesandopportunitiesprovidedbyawiderangeofpublicentitiesintheCountytheprivatesectorprovidesalargearrayofrecreationopportunitiesThisplanrecognizestheimportantroleprivateindividualsandbusinessesplayinpromotingdevelopingandcapitalizingonrecreationintheCountyHoweverthefocusofthisdocumentisonfacilitiesandactivitiesthatwillbedevelopedandmaintainedbytheCountyandavarietyofpartnersegtrailsyearroundmotorizedandnonmotorizedThisPlanwascreatedusinginformationgatheredbyCountystaffandthePathsandTrailsCommitteeandprovidedthebasisforsettingGoalsandObjectivesandforthecreationoftheActionPlanConconullylowerreservoirConconullyisahubformotorizedrecreationwithconnectionstostateandfederallands



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020ThepurposesofthePlanare1TodevelopacomprehensiveandprioritizedapproachforsupportingmaintenancedevelopmentandcoordinationofpublicrecreationfacilitiesandopportunitiesinthecountyTheplanshallprovideabasisfordecisionmakingandbudgetingoverthelongterm2Toidentifypublicparksandrecreationneedsandoutlineanimplementationstrategy3ToestablishavisionandprioritiesforAProgramprojectdevelopmentBLandacquisitiondisposalCCapitalimprovements4ToensureconformancewithfederalandstatepolicyrequirementsforsharedrevenuesandgrantassistanceTrailrideOkanoganHighlands



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020OKANOGANCOUNTYYESTERDAYANDTODAYPLANNINGAREALocatedinnorthcentralWashingtonOkanoganisthelargestcountyinWashingtonStatewithover5301squaremilesItislocateddirectlynorthofChelanandDouglasCountiesandextendstotheCanadianBorderThewesternbordersharedwithSkagitandWhatcomCountiesrunsalongthePacificCrestoftheCascadesMountainswhichprovidesanaturalbarriertothePacificweathersystemsFerryCountycomprisestheeasternborderAlsoencompassedwithinthesoutheasterncornerofthecountyistheColvilleIndianReservationwithapproximatelyonehalfoftheReservations14millionacreslyingwithinOkanoganCountyDEMOGRAPHICSThepopulationofOkanoganCountyis43130accordingtotheOfficeofFinancialManagementItisthelargestcountyinlandareainthestatewith5301squaremilesThiscomestojustoversevenpeople75persquaremileTable1containspopulationdatabycommunityandtheunincorporatedareaTable1CommunityPopulationAreaOkanoganOmakBrewsterConconullyCouleeDampartElmerCityNespeiemOrovillePaterosRiversideTonasketTwispWlnthropUnincorporatedareaPopulation200024154495205517789031023516155953051025100037524072Population20102585484523652209102402351690667280102592541025803Population2020EST26654955242023591529024517005952901115985500252208
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OlcanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020Thereare6golfcoursesintheCountyAltaLakeLakeWoodsBearCreekOkanoganValleyGambleSandsandOrovilleAllbuttheGambleSandsandAltaLakearenineholeswiththecoursesprimarilyprivatelyownedandoperatedTherearetwoSnoParksdedicatedforNordicskiingOneislocatedattheSouthSummitonLoupLouppassandtheotherintheOkanoganHighlandseastofTonasketBothSnoParksfeatureaccesstogroomedNordicskitrailsmaintainedbylocalnonprofitorganizationsusingstategrantfundsTherearealsotwoalpineskiareasTheLoupLoupSkiBowlattheLoupLoupsummitandSitzmarknearHavillaheastofTonasketarebothoperatedbynonprofitorganizationsBothareasfeatureachairliftandvarietyofterrainTheLoupLoupSkiBowlisoperatedunderaUSForestServiceSpecialUsePermitwhileSitzmarkislocatedonleasedprivatelandandlandrecentlypurchasedbythenonprofitgroupthatoperatestheareaWashingtonStateoperatesfourstateparksintheCountytheDNRoperateseightsitesandtheDepartmentofFishandWildlifehasnumerousriverlakeandhuntingareaaccesspointsTheOkanoganNationalForesthas26trailheadsand39developedcampgroundsandadditionallyallowsdispersedrecreationin627992acresofwildernessarea357761acresofroadlessareasand634106acresofroadedforestareaTheNorthCascadesScenicHighwaypassesthrough129502acresontheNationalForestIn2009theOkanoganNationalForestrecordedatotalofover361000sitevisitsAsitevisitistheentryofonepersonintoaNFsiteofareatoparticipateinrecreationactivitiesforandunspecifiedperiodoftimeTheFederalBureauofReclamationalsoprovidesrecreationalopportunitiesviaseveralaccesssitesalongtheOkanoganRiverTheBureauofLandManagementalsoprovidesaboatlaunchcampingandpicnicareaatPalmerLakedispersedcampgroundsontheSimilkameenRiveratrailatMcLaughlinCanyonandisjointmanagerwithOkanoganCountyfortheSimilkameenRiverTrailInadditiontothemoreactiveoutdoorrecreationopportunitiestheCountyisthehomeofmanysignificanthistoricaltouristattractionsincludingthemuseumsinOkanoganOrovilleMolsonWinthropConconullyPaterosStampedeMuseumTribalmuseumandtheFortOkanoganInterpretiveCenterHistoricalsignsacrossthecountytellstoriesofsightsofinterestTheOkanoganCountyHistoricalSocietymaintainssignsdescribingthecountyshistory19



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020CommunityeventsthroughouttheCountyalsoprovideopportunitiesforrecreationThemajorpublicdrawssuchastheOmakStampedeCouleeDamsLaserLightShowWinthrop49erDaysOrovilleMayDaytheTrailDayfestivalinOrovilleTonasketFoundersDayOkanoganFamilyFairePaterosApplePieJamboreeandtheChesawRodeobringtouristsfromaroundtheregionInadditiontheMethowTrailsholdsavarietyoftrailbasedeventsthroughouttheyearintheMethowValleySunflowerRelayCutthroatClassicMountainBikeFestivalwinterNordicskieventsTheprivatesectorisasignificantcontributortorecreationopportunitiesFromheliskiingintheNorthCascadestoiceskatinginWinthroptheprivatesectorprovidesmyriadopportunitiesforenjoyingoutdoorrecreationintheCountySeeAppendixAforacompleteinventoryofparksandrecreationfacilitiesinOkanoganCounty20



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020WHATPLANSAREINPLACEOkanoaanCountyPlansOkanoganOutdoorRecreationPlanIn2016OkanoganCountypreparedarecreationplanincludinggoalspoliciesanddirectionforOkanoganCountyFollowingtheplantheSimilkameenTrailWhistlerCanyonTrailandSaTeekhWaParkweredevelopedMethowReviewDistrictPlanIn1990OkanoganCountyadoptedaComprehensiveRecreationalPanfortheMethowReviewDistrictThisPlanfocusedprimarilyontrailsystemsfortheMethowValleyOmakOkanoganGreenwayPlanIn1994theCountyretainedaconsultanttoprepareastudyofthefeasibilityandalternativesforthistrailThestudywascompletedbutnotadoptedOkanoganCountyComprehensiveParksandRecreationElementIn1993theCountyandtheirconsultantpreparedthefirstParkandRecreationElementfortheOkanoganCountyComprehensivePlanUpperMethowValleyComprehensivePlanIn2000theCountyupdatedtheplanforSubUnitAasidentifiedintheMethowValleyAddendumTheupdateincludedrevisedgoalspoliciesanddirectionforparksandrecreationintheUpperMethowValleyComprehensiveRecreationalPlanfortheMethowReviewDistrict1989In1989theCountypreparedaparksandrecreationplanfortheMethowReviewDistrictaspartoftheefforttoconstructtheMethowCommunityTrail21



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020TownCityandNonProfjtPlansMVSTAMasterPlan2018BrewsterParkandRecreationPlan2002OmakParkandRecreationPlan2020TwispTrailandRecreationPlan20142020DraftTonasketParkPlanDraft2020WinthropParksandRecreationPlanDraft1997CityofOkanoganParksandRecreationPlan1996OrovilleComprehensiveParkandRecreationPlan1989MethowValleyTrailsPlan1984WinthropParksandRecreationPlan2018ABikewayCriteriaDigest1973FederalandStatePlansTheBLMiscurrentlyworkingonplanupdatesOkanoganWenatcheeNationalForestRecreationFacilitiesandTrailsPlan20162020WDFWMethowScotchCreekandSinlahekinWildlifeAreasManagementPlansRegionalPlansNortheastWashingtonTrailStrategy2020AtthistimetheCountyanditsresidentsvisitorsandtrailadvocatesareinvitedtoparticipateinthedevelopmentofanewallhandsalllandsregionalstrategyforthedevelopmentandstewardshipoftrailsystemsinnortheastWashingtonDuetotheinvolvementofspecificpartiesegDNRBLMForestServiceandnonprofitpartnerslikethePacificNorthwestTrailAssociationthisregionalinitiativesscopeextendsacrossthenorthcounty22



OkanoganCountyOutdoorRecreationPlan2020PLANNINGFORTHEFUTUREGOALSOkanoganCountycontinuestoexplorethevariousrolesrecreationplaysinthehealthsafetyandwellbeingofitscitizensanditspotentialtoincreasetheareaseconomicbaseRecreationespeciallytheavailabilityofqualityfacilitiesandopportunitiesnotonlyenrichesthelivesofthosewhoparticipatebutalsoimprovesthephysicalandmentalhealthsafetycrimepreventionandcitizenshipofacommunityParksandrecreationmakeasubstantialcontributiontothequalityoflifeandeconomicfutureforOkanoganCountyresidentsOkanoganCountyisuniqueinWashingtonStateasthelargestcountyIthasalowpopulationhighmileagedistancesbetweenpopulationcentersandextensiveruralareasItislessthan30privatelyownedMajorCountyfocusesaremaintenanceofexistingparkandrecreationfacilitiesprovidingconnectionsbetweenexistingandplannedfacilitiesfillingingapswherefacilitiesareneededcoordinatingacomprehensiveapproachtofacilitymaintenanceanddevelopmentandmostimportantlyprovidingaqualityrecreationexperienceforresidentsandvisitorsalikeThegoalsforparksandrecreationplanninginOkanoganCountyareasfollowsGoal1ProviderecreationalopportunitiestomeetthediverseneedsofresidentsandvisitorsObjectivesaIdentifyandanalyzecurrentandfutureneedsfortheCountyconcerningmultifunctionalrecreationfacilitiesenablingrecreationforallagesbackgroundsandabilitiesbProvideforadequatewellplannedandwellmaintainedparkstrailsrecreationopportunitiesandopenspaceswithintheCountycEncouragethedevelopmentofyearroundwaterrelatedaccessandrecreationontheriverslakesandstreamsintheCountydExistingandnewfacilitiesshouldbeaccessibletothephysicallychallengedeidentifyandinventorycurrentresourcesandimprovementsneededtoenablerecreationforallagesbackgroundsandabilitiesfDevelopandimplementaplanaddressingroutessafetytravelmodessignageandcapacityissuesforusersforexistingandplannednewfacilitiesgIncorporateelementsforvisualseparationconflictmanagementandsafebridgecrossingshDevelopuserresourcesonlinethroughsocialmediaandpartneringentitieswhodisseminateinformationinavarietyofways23
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