
 

 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the City Clerk 
 

 
North Adams City Council Meeting 

 
Tuesday, July 14, 2020 

 
 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict 
limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North 
Adams City Council will be conducted via remote, no in-person attendance of members of the 
public will be permitted, This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community 
Television station and will be posted to their website as soon as possible 
 
I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, July 8, 2020, the following items of business have been 
filed with this office and will be acted upon at the regular meeting in the City Council Chambers 
at City Hall, Tuesday Evening July 14, 2020 at seven-thirty o’clock according to Section 8, 
Rules and Orders of the City Council. 
 
Deborah M. Pedercini  
City Clerk 
 
ZOOM LINK: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83557540978 
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
July 14, 2020 

 
 
Roll Call 
Moment of silent remembrance 
The Pledge 
Approval of the minutes of June 23, 2020 
Hearing of Visitors 
 
 
11,859 Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb addressing various safety issues 

regarding sidewalk ordinances which was postponed at the meeting of April 14, 
2020. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83557540978


11,811 Communication from Councilor LaForest requesting a process for appealing to 
the City Solicitor which was referred to the General Government Committee and 
postponed at the meeting of March 10, 2020. 

11,840 An Order authorizing a study in regards to the restoration of children’s pillar art 
located at Route 2, bridge Veterans Memorial Drive which was postponed at the 
meeting of May 26, 2020. 

11,876 Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb addressing speed limits and safety 
concerns in the Autumn Drive and Birchwood Terrace area which was referred to 
the Traffic Commission and postponed at the meeting of May 26, 2020. 

11,860 Communication from the North Adams Traffic Commission recommending stop 
signs at the intersection of East Main, Pleasant and Miner Streets which was 
postponed at the meeting of March 24, 2020. 

9,513-28 An Ordinance amending Chapter 7, Section 7-11 of the Revised Ordinances of the 
City of North Adams, entitled Public Services, Disposal of Waste at Transfer 
Station, which was passed to a second reading and published as required by law at 
the meeting of June 23, 2020. 

11,770-05 Mayor’s communication #35 regarding Fiscal 2020 budget closeout, account-to-
account transfers. 

11,770-05 An Order appropriating the sum of $466,964.09 for internal account-to-account 
transfers required to close out the Fiscal Year 2020 budget. 

11.887 Mayor’s communication #36 regarding acceptance of easement agreement for 227 
and 245 Ashland Street. 

11,887 An Order authorizing the Mayor to enter into an easement agreement for 227 and 
245 Ashland Street. 

11,888 Mayor’s communication #37 regarding acceptance of easement and agreement for 
1476 Massachusetts Avenue. 

11,888 An Order authorizing the Mayor to enter into an easement agreement for 1476 
Massachusetts Avenue. 

LICENSES 
 

MAYOR’S CONCERNS 
 

LIAISON UPDATES AND COUNCILOR CONCERNS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINUTES 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

ADJOURN 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 
Communication # Subject Date 

35 Fiscal Year 2020 budget closeout: account-to-account transfers July 14, 2020 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 
At the July 14, 2020, meeting of the North Adams City Council I will present to the Council an 
Order outlining the internal account-to-account transfers required to close out the Fiscal Year 
2020 budget by July 15, as required by the Commonwealth’s Division of Local Services (DLS). 
 
As transactions are still being processed for FY 2020, a consolidated transfer order will be 
forwarded to you by email as soon as possible prior to the meeting and after final adjustments 
and reconciliations are completed. 
 
Members of the City finance team and I will be present at the meeting of the City Council on 
Tuesday, July 14, and are prepared to address any questions you may have about these transfers. 
 
I request that the Council adopt the Order as presented. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 
Mayor 
 
TWB/me 
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That the sum of FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY-SIX THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED SIXTY-
FOUR DOLLARS AND NINE CENTS ($466,964.09) be and is hereby transferred from:

1 General Government
Treasurer Collector
Treasurer Collector

2. Public Safety
Police
Building Inspector

3. Public Services
Water Filtration Plant
Veterans Benefits
Library
Airport Commission
Highways
Airport Commission
Council on Aging
Fire

6. Unclassified
Reserve Account

Expense
Salary

Salary
Salary

Expense
Expense
Expense
Expense
Salary
Salary
Salary
Salary

Expense

$ 11,639.39
$ 8124.17
$ 19,763.56

$ 37,381.99
$ 44492.60
$ 81,874.59

$ 23,238.96
$ 139,225.80
$ 19,244.55
$ 50,29052
$ 32,30432
$ 29,692.00
$ 27,096.86
$ 19,232.93
$ 340,325.94

$ 25,000.00
$ 25,000.00

@rbcreb:

TOTAL $ 466,964.09



TO:
1. General Government

Information Systems Salary $ 27,177.78
Information Systems Expense $ 31,511.69
Assessor Salary $ 17,479.79

$ 76,169.26
2. Public Safety

Visiting Nurses Expense $ 1,14700
Public Safety Salary $ 12,05136
Building & Property Salary $ 4,277.26
Wire and Alarm Salary $ 2,843.22
Transfer Station Expense $ 80,413.72

$ 100,732.56
3. Public Services

Parks & Recreation Expense $ 9,597.47
Water Works Division Salary $ 6,722.09
Cemetery Salary $ 6,216.86
Parks & Recreation Salary $ 3,433.27
Veteran’s Services Salary $ 1,035.25
Snow & Ice Expense $ 138,527.09

$ 165,532.03
6. Unclassified

Health Insurance Expense $ 50,658.91
$ 50,658.91

7. Capital Expenses
Capital Items Expense $ 73,871.33

$ 73,871.33

TOTAL $ 466,964.09



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 
Communication # Subject Date 

36 Acceptance of easement and agreement 
for 227 and 245 Ashland Street 

July 14, 2020 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 
Enclosed with this communication is an Order accepting an easement and agreement with 
Cumberland Farms for the property located at 227 and 245 Ashland Street in the City of North 
Adams. 
 
As noted in the Order Cumberland Farms, Inc. and the City of North Adams desire to create a 
permanent easement for the purposes of permitting and enabling the installation and maintenance 
of municipal amenities, including but not limited to municipal water and utilities. 
 
I request that the Council adopt the Order as presented. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 
Mayor 
 
TWB/me 



City of North Adams 
In City Council 

    July 14, 2020 
 Ordered:    

 
 
WHEREAS, Cumberland Farms, Inc. is the fee simple owner of certain real property and 
improvements located at 227 and 245 Ashland Street, North Adams, Massachusetts, currently 
designated as City of North Adams Tax Assessor’s Plat #171, Lots 4 and 5; and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of North Adams has requested that Cumberland Farms, Inc. grant to the 
City an easement and access for utility purposes to access and maintain underground utility 
services serving the City of North Adams’ municipal water supply system under Cumberland 
Farms. Inc.’s property and Cumberland Farms, Inc. has agreed to grant such easement in 
accordance with and subject to the terms and provisions of this Easement Agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cumberland Farms, Inc. and the City of North Adams desire to create a permanent 
easement for the purposes of permitting and enabling the installation and maintenance of 
municipal amenities, including but not limited to municipal water and utilities. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED: 
 
That the City accept the Utility and Access Easement (with Exhibits) attached to this Order as 
Exhibit A and entitled “Utilities and Access Easement Agreement;” and that the Mayor be and is 
hereby authorized to accept and execute the Utilities and Access Easement Agreement on behalf 
of the City. 
 

























 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 
Communication # Subject Date 

37 Acceptance of easement and agreement 
for 1476 Massachusetts Avenue 

July 14, 2020 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 
Enclosed with this communication is an Order accepting an easement and agreement with the 
owner of the property located at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue in the City of North Adams. 
 
Recently the City of North Adams was awarded a $2,436,000.00 grant from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Massworks Infrastructure Program to support the redevelopment of the 
Blackinton Mill. The project will address longstanding drainage and waterflow problems on the 
mill property, as well as related stormwater issues that affect the Blackinton neighborhood. The 
investment of public funds to support these infrastructure improvements – secured through a 
collaboration among the operators of TOURISTS, our legislative delegation, and the team in the 
Office of Community Development, and supported by the Commonwealth’s Executive Office of 
Housing and Economic Development and the Baker-Polito administration – is a necessary first 
step in the overall redevelopment of the mill property.  
 
In order to complete this work and provide full access to the Blackinton Mill property and 
project area, the city has negotiated an easement and agreement with the owner of the property 
located at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
I request that the Council adopt the Order as presented. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 
Mayor 
 
TWB/me 



City of North Adams 
In City Council 

    July 14, 2020 
 Ordered:    

 
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, through its MassWorks Infrastructure 
program, has awarded the City of North Adams funds in the amount of Two Million Four 
Hundred Thirty-Six Thousand Dollars ($2,436,000.00) for the purpose of making infrastructure 
improvements in the Blackinton neighborhood, including on a portion of the property located 
1476 Massachusetts Avenue in North Adams (the “Improvements”); and 
 
WHEREAS, The Improvements are part of a project that consists of redeveloping the 
Blackinton Mill, as well as the City-owned parcel identified on the Assessor’s Map as Map 90 
Lot 15, in the easement granted to the developers for uses as allowed and described by an Order 
of the North Adams City Council on November 10, 2015, as recorded in Book 1592 Page 855 
with the North Berkshire Registry of Deeds; and 
 
WHEREAS, Completion of the Improvements require the City to accept an easement in, on, 
over, across, and under a portion of the property located at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue from 
Allan and Cynthia McLain; and 
 
WHEREAS, to facilitate the City’s completion of the Improvements, Allan and Cynthia 
McLain, of the property, desire to grant the City an easement in, on, over, across, and under a 
portion of the property located at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated the terms of the easement in order to use the 
MassWorks funds to make the Improvements; and the City desires to accept the easement, 
subject to authorization by the City Council. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED: 
 
That the City accept the Temporary Construction Easement (with Exhibits) attached to this Order 
as Exhibit A and entitled “Temporary Construction Easement;” and that the Mayor be and is 
hereby authorized to accept and execute the Temporary Construction Easement on behalf of the 
City. 
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