
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the City Clerk 

 
 

North Adams City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, December 22, 2020 

 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict 
limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North 
Adams City Council will be conducted via remote, no in-person attendance of members of the 
public will be permitted, This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community 
Television station and will be posted to their website as soon as possible. I hereby notify that at 
twelve noon today, December 16, 2020, the following items of business have been filed with this 
office and will be acted upon at the regular meeting in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 
Tuesday Evening December 22, 2020 at seven-thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and 
Orders of the City Council. 
 
Deborah M. Pedercini  
City Clerk 
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
December 22, 2020 

 
Roll Call 
Moment of silent remembrance 
The Pledge 
Approval of the minutes of December 8, 2020 
Hearing of Visitors on Agenda 
 
11,876  Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb addressing speed limits and safety 

concerns in the Autumn Drive and Birchwood Terrace area which was postponed 
at the meeting of November 10, 2020. 

 
11,923 Mayor’s communication #72 recommending the appointment of Alyssa 

Tomkowicz to the North Adams Historical Commission for a term to expire 
January 2, 2024. 

 
11,924 Mayor’s communication #73 regarding a PILOT agreement with the North 

Adams Housing Authority (NAHA), a resolution affirming the cooperative 
agreement and payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) formulas for the properties 
owned and maintained by the North Adams Housing Authority. 

 



11,924 A Resolution affirming the cooperative agreement and payment in lieu of taxes 
(PILOT) formulas for the properties owned and maintained by the North Adams 
Housing Authority. 

 
11,925 Communication submitted by Council President Hopkins accepting the City 

Clerk’s resignation. 
  
 
 
 

LICENSES 
OPEN FORUM 

MAYOR’S CONCERNS 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINUTES 

LIAISON UPDATES AND COUNCILOR CONCERNS 
CORRESPONDENCE 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88959657706 
Or iPhone one-tap: 

US: +19292056099,88959657706# or +13017158592,88959657706# 
Or Telephone: 

Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 

8782 or +1 346 248 7799 
Webinar ID: 889 5965 7706 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 

Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

72 Appointment to the Historical Commission December 22, 2020 

 

 

Honorable Members of the City Council 

North Adams, Massachusetts 
 

 

Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 

I am pleased to recommend Alyssa Tomkowicz for appointment to the Historical Commission 

for a term to expire January 2, 2024. This recommendation is presented for Council approval. 
 

I request Council confirmation of this appointment recommendation. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor 

 

TWB/me 



 

 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Office of the Mayor 
Thomas W. Bernard 

 
 

Communication # Subject Date 

73 PILOT agreement with the North Adams Housing 
Authority (NAHA) 

December 22, 2020 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 
 
Enclosed with this communication is a resolution affirming the cooperative agreement and 
payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) formulas for the properties owned and maintained by the North 
Adams Housing Authority (NAHA). 
 
As noted in the Resolution, NAHA is undertaking a multi-year initiative to preserve, maintain, 
repair, and rehabilitate its properties; and NAHA intents to establish a “government 
instrumentality” (defined by the IRS as “an organization created by or pursuant to state statute 
and operated for public purposes”) in order to qualify for the the United States Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program or other similar 
programs to rehabilitate the properties. 
 
As part of this project, the City of North Adams and NAHA seek to ensure the existing PILOT 
agreement remains intact for all NAHA properties, including those the ownership of which may 
be transferred to HALO Homes, Inc., the new entity being created by NAHA. 
 
I request that the City Council adopt the Resolution as presented. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas W. Bernard 
Mayor 
 
TWB/me 



City of North Adams 
In City Council 

    December 22, 2020 
 Whereas:    

 
WHEREAS, The North Adams Housing Authority (NAHA) was formed as an independent 
public agency under MGL Ch. 121.B and operates approximately 304 units of federal public 
housing reserved for low income families, seniors, and people with disabilities; 
 
WHEREAS, NAHA housing is a significant source of affordable housing in North Adams and 
an irreplaceable resource that contributes to the diversity of the North Adams population; 
 
WHEREAS, due to decades of insufficient operating and capital funding for public housing, 
many NAHA properties require continued major maintenance, repair, and rehabilitation to 
preserve them for future generations;  
 
WHEREAS, NAHA is undertaking a multi-year initiative to preserve, maintain, repair, and 
rehabilitate its properties and NAHA intends to use the United States Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program or other similar 
Programs to rehabilitate the properties; 
 
WHEREAS, preservation, maintenance, rehabilitation, and repair of existing affordable housing 
is an important component of the City’s affordable housing goals;  
 
WHEREAS, NAHA intends to use the RAD program and to that end, has formed a limited 
purpose non-profit governmental instrumentality known as HALO Homes, Inc. (the 
“Governmental Instrumentality”); 
 
WHEREAS, NAHA intends to transfer all of its Federal Public Housing units to the 
Governmental Instrumentality as required by HUD’s RAD Program; 
 
WHEREAS, MGL Ch. 121.B, Sec. 16 provides that the property of Local Housing Authorities 
is exempt from taxation and authorizes the Municipality and the local Authority to enter into 
Cooperation Agreements, also known as Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreements;  
 
WHEREAS, in support of the upcoming preservation, maintenance, rehabilitation, and repair to 
be undertaken by NAHA the City wishes to provide certainty regarding PILOT payments in the 
future. 
 
  



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cooperation Agreement and payment formulas for the NAHA’s properties (attached in 
Exhibit A for formula applied in 2019) are affirmed for all NAHA’s 304 Public Housing Units 
(apartments); 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That Cooperation Agreement (as set forth in Exhibit B) is hereby affirmed, by the City and 
NAHA, as applicable to all of NAHA’s properties, including those that are being or may in the 
future be converted or transferred pursuant to the RAD program, subject to the modifications and 
updates set forth in these resolutions between the City of North Adams and the North Adams 
Housing Authority and regarding the Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement. 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cooperation Agreement shall be in effect for all apartments that are: 
  

a) Owned or controlled by the NAHA, including without limitation, owned or controlled by 
NAHA’s Governmental Instrumentality. 

 
b) At the following locations: 

 
Development # Development Name Addresses # of Units 
002 Ashland Park 150 Ashland Street 

North Adams, MA 01247 
125 

006 Spring Park 45 Spring Street 
North Adams, MA 01247 

53 

001 Greylock Valley Greylock Avenue,  
Isbell, Angeli, Sullivan and Sutton Streets 
North Adams, MA 01247 

96 

001 Riverview Lincoln Street and Sperry Avenue 
North Adams, MA 01247 

30 

Total Units 304 
 

c) Restricted to occupancy by Low Income households (annual income at or below 80% of 
Area Median Income). 

 
d) Operated according to the regulations of at least one State or Federal affordable housing 

subsidy program, including but not limited to the Federal Public Housing and Federal 
Section 8 programs or their successors. 

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cooperation Agreement shall not apply to any apartments not meeting all conditions a. 
to d. above. 
 
  



 
Approved this ____ day of December, 2020. 

   
The City of North Adams by its Mayor 
 
 
       (SEAL) 
              
Thomas W. Bernard     ATTEST 
 
 
 
 
The North Adams Housing Authority by: 
 
       (SEAL) 
              
Richard Lavigne, Vice Chair,    ATTEST 
Board of Commissioners   
 
 
 
       
Jennifer Hohn, Executive Director 



















Office of the City Council
City of North Adams

10 Main Street Room 104
North Adams, Massachusetts 01247

(413) 662-3000, Ext. 1

December 22, 2020

To my fellow City Councilors,

It is with sadness that I formally acknowledge the planned resignation of City Clerk Deborah
Pedercini, who has served the City of North Adams for many years most recently as the City
Clerk. I know you share my deep appreciation for her work with the City Council.

Ms. Pedercini’s resignation is effective February 28 and she has indicated she will remain
available to provide assistance until then as we search for a new City Clerk and bring that person
on board. For that, I am also very appreciative.

The City Council is required to accept the resignation and with this communication, I ask you to
do so.

Thank you.

Paul Hopkins, President
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