CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

North Adams City Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 27, 2020
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict
limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North
Adams City Council will be conducted via remote, no in-person attendance of members of the
public will be permitted, This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community
Television station and will be posted to their website as soon as possible. I hereby notify that at
twelve noon today, October 21, 2020, the following items of business have been filed with this
office and will be acted upon at the regular meeting in the City Council Chambers at City Hall,
Tuesday Evening October 27, 2020 at seven-thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and
Orders of the City Council.
Deborah M. Pedercini
City Clerk

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
October 27, 2020
Roll Call
Moment of silent remembrance
The Pledge
Approval of the minutes of October 13, 2020
Hearing of Visitors on Agenda

11,908

Mayor’s communication #60 recommending the reappointment of Gail Sellers to
the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art Cultural Development
Commission for a term to expire February 1, 2023.

11,909

Mayor’s communication #61 recommending the appointment of Robert Davis to
the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art Cultural Development
Commission for a term to expire February 1, 2023.

11,683-1a

Mayor’s communication #62 regarding the sale of real estate, Notre Dame
Church and School located at 222 and 214 East Main Street.

11,683-1a

An Order authorizing the Mayor to sell property located at 222 and 214
East Main Street, Notre Dame Church and School, Map#125 Lots 55 and
56 that are available for disposition, to Moresi Commercial Investments,
LLC, for $10,000.

8,717-39

Mayor’s Communication #63 setting the public hearing date for Tax
Classification for Fiscal Year 2021 at November 10, 2020 at 7:30 PM.

11,910

Communication submitted by Councilor Harpin regarding puppy mills in
pet stores and sale of dogs, cats and rabbits in retail stores, unless they are
obtained from an animal shelter or rescue organization.

11,910

An Ordinance amending Chapter 27, entitled Dog Regulations, adding a
new Section 27-12, entitled Prohibition of the Sale of Dogs, Cats, or
Rabbits by Pet Shops.

LICENSES
OPEN FORUM
MAYOR’S CONCERNS
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINUTES
LIAISON UPDATES AND COUNCILOR CONCERNS
CORRESPONDENCE
ADJOURNMENT
Link to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88959657706
Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +19292056099,,88959657706# or +13017158592,,88959657706#
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1
253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799
Webinar ID: 889 5965 7706
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc0M7FGRdn

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Mayor
Thomas W. Bernard

Communication # Subject
60

Reappointment to the MASS MoCA Commission

Date
October 27, 2020

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts
Dear Honorable Councilors:
I am pleased to recommend Gail Sellers for reappointment to the Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art Cultural Development Commission for a term to expire February 1, 2023.
This recommendation is presented for Council approval.
I believe Ms. Sellers will continue to provide valuable insight and practical experience to the
commission and its work.
I request Council confirmation of this appointment recommendation.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas W. Bernard
Mayor
TWB/me

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Mayor
Thomas W. Bernard

Communication # Subject
61

Appointment to the MASS MoCA Commission

Date
October 27, 2020

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts
Dear Honorable Councilors:
I am pleased to recommend Robert Davis for appointment to the Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art Cultural Development Commission for a term to expire February 1, 2023.
This recommendation is presented for Council approval.
I believe Mr. Davis will provide valuable insight and practical experience to the commission and
its work.
I request Council confirmation of this appointment recommendation.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas W. Bernard
Mayor
TWB/me

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Mayor
Thomas W. Bernard

Communication #
62

Subject

Date

Sale of Real Estate – Notre Dame Church and School

October 27, 2020

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts
Dear Honorable Councilors:
Submitted for your consideration is an Order relative to the sale of Notre Dame Church and School.
On September 9, 2020, the City of North Adams issued a request for proposals (RFP) for this
property. Proposals were due October 9, 2020. Two responses were received and reviewed by a
committee representing the offices of community development, the auditor, and inspection services.
Both proposals are enclosed with this communication for your reference.
Moresi Commercial Investments, LLC, bid $10,000 for the property, an amount below the assessed
value of the respective assessed values for the Notre Dame church and school properties or $684,800
and $682,000, or $1,366,800 in total. I recommend that the Council accept the $10,000 bid from
Moresi Commercial Investments, LLC, as outlined in the accompanying Order.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas W. Bernard
Mayor
TWB/me

City of North Adams
In City Council

October 27, 2020
Ordered:

WHEREAS, the City of North Adams, by City Council Order dated February 14, 2017, declared
the Notre Dame Church and School properties located at 222 and 214 East Main Street in North
Adams, as described in Assessor Map #125 Lots 55 and 56, to be no longer needed for municipal
purposes and to be available for disposition; and
WHEREAS, the mayor of the City of North Adams, acting pursuant to the City Council Order,
issued a request for proposals (RFP) pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 30B to sell the property; and
WHEREAS, Moresi Commercial Investments, LLC, a Massachusetts limited liability
corporation with a principal place of business in North Adams, Massachusetts (“the buyer”),
submitted a qualified bid of $10,000.00 to purchase the property;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:
That the North Adams City Council authorizes the mayor of the City of North Adams to sell the
above referenced property to Moresi Commercial Investments, LLC, for $10,000.00, and further
authorizes the mayor of the City of North Adams to negotiate the terms and conditions of the
sale with the buyer.

Sale and Reuse of Property
The City of North Adams has issued Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for the sale and reuse of two
premier properties: Notre Dame Church and School and Sullivan School. RFPs are available
upon request from the Office of Community Development at ocd@northadams-ma.gov.
Notre Dame Church and School
Located on East Main Street near Colegrove Park
Elementary School, the North Adams Public
Library, historic Eagle Street, and the North Adams
downtown, the Notre Dame Church and School
properties present numerous opportunities for
commercial, residential, or mixed-use
developments.
Notre Dame Church and School properties are
situated on a combined 1.2 acres and include two
parking areas, a three-story brick former school building containing an estimated 33,346 square
feet of gross building area, and a three-plus story brick cathedral containing 17,414 square feet of
gross building area. The church and school buildings were constructed in 1889 and 1897,
respectively. The respective assessed values for the Notre Dame church and school properties are
$684,800 and $682,000. The exteriors of the buildings are shown below.

Please contact the Office of Community Development at ocd@northadams-ma.gov or (413) 6623025 to request more information or to receive an RFP for Notre Dame Church and School. For a
tour of the properties, please contact Bill Meranti, Building Inspector, at (413) 662-3000 ext.
3260 or at bmeranti@northadams-ma.gov.

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Mayor
Thomas W. Bernard

Communication #
63

Subject

Date

Tax Classification Public Hearing

October 27, 2020

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts
Dear Honorable Councilors:
Pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 59, §2A (b), I request that the North Adams City
Council conduct a public tax classification hearing on Tuesday, November 10, 2020, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Council Chamber.
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider the percentages of the local tax levy to be
allocated to each class of real estate and personal property within the City of North Adams for
Fiscal Year 2021.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas W. Bernard
Mayor

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Assessor

October 27, 2020
To:

Mayor Bernard

From: Ross Vivori, Assessor
Re:

Fiscal Year 2021 Tax Classification Hearing

The state Commissioner of Revenue has determined that the locally assessed values of real and
personal property in North Adams represent full and fair cash valuation as of January 1, 2020,
for fiscal year 2021, and that these proposed property assessments satisfy the minimum
requirements for certification.
The Commissioner further certifies that all real property has been classified according to its use
as of January 1, 2020 as required by Chapter 59, § 2A (b).
The community must now hold a public hearing on the issue of selecting a residential factor,
which will determine the percentages of the tax obligation allocated to each class of property for
fiscal year 2021.
As in prior years, the members of the Board of Assessors request that you promote public
understanding and discussion of the options available to the City with regard to allocating the tax
obligation among major property classes. The City Council, with the approval of the mayor, may
elect a factor greater than the minimum residential factor, or a factor of "1" which will result in a
uniform allocation of the tax burden among all classes of property. In addition, they have options
to grant an open space discount, residential exemption, and small commercial exemption.
Based on the above, I respectfully request that you submit a communication to the City Council
at their October 27, 2020, meeting requesting that a tax classification hearing be held during the
November 10, 2020, City Council meeting.

Office of the City Council
City of North Adams
10 Main Street Room 104
North Adams, Massachusetts 01247
(413) 662-3000, Ext. 1

October 21, 2020

Dear North Adams City Councilors,
This communication is written on behalf of residents of North Adams and the advocacy group
Berkshire Voters for Animals. These citizens have concerns regarding puppy mills in pet stores
and request changes in our city ordinance to stop sales of dogs, cats and rabbits in retail stores,
unless they are obtained from an animal shelter or rescue organizations. The change in
ordinance serves to protect our community with enhanced public health, consumer protection,
and the deterrence of animal abuse.
Throughout the last month I’ve had the pleasure to speak with Leslie Luppino, co-founder of
Berkshire Voters for Animals who has been a wealth of information on this issue, she will
forward additional data to you shortly. I would request the Council allow her to speak on this
issue and answer any questions or concerns Councilors may have during our October 27th
meeting.
Attached you will find a proposed ordinance change which I suggest be assessed through our
Public Safety Committee.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Councilor Harpin
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BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of North Adams as follows:

that in Chapter 27 entitled “Dog Regulations” a new Section 27-12 be
added entitled “Prohibition on the Sale of Dogs, Cats, or Rabbits by Pet
Shops” which reads as follows:
(a)

Definitions.
(1) “Pet shop” shall have the meaning provided in section 1 of chapter 129 of
the Massachusetts General Laws. A public animal control agency or shelter
or an animal rescue group shall not be considered a pet shop for purposes of
this Section. A public animal control agency or shelter, or an animal rescue
organization, as defined, shall not be considered a pet shop for purposes of
this Section.
(2) “Sell” means to exchange for consideration, adopt out, barter, auction,
trade, lease, or otherwise transfer animals.
(3) “Offer for sale” means to advertise or otherwise proffer a dog, cat, or
rabbit for acceptance by another person.
(4) “Public animal control agency or shelter” means a facility operated by any
locality, for the purpose of impounding seized, stray, homeless, abandoned,
unwanted, or surrendered animals, or a facility operated for the same
purposes under a written contract with the City or any other locality.
(5) Animal rescue organization means a not-for-profit organization that has
tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal
Revenue Code, and registered with the Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources, if required, whose mission and practice is, in whole or
in significant part, the rescue and placement of dogs or cats into permanent
homes, and that does not breed animals nor obtain animal in exchange for
payment or compensation from any person that breeds or brokers animals.
(6) “Person” means an individual, corporation, partnership, association, or
any other legal entity.
(7) “Dog” means any member of the species Canis familiaris.

(8) “Cat” means any member of the species Felis catus.
(9) “Rabbit” means any member of the species Oryctolagus cuniculus
domesticus.

(b)

Sale of dogs, cats or rabbits prohibited.
(1) It shall be unlawful for a pet shop to sell or offer for sale a dog, cat, or
rabbit.
(2) A pet shop may provide space for the display of dogs, cats or rabbits
available for adoption only if:
(i) such animals are displayed and made available for adoption by
either: a public animal control agency or shelter or an animal rescue
organization, as defined, and
(ii) each pet shop shall maintain records sufficient to document the
source of each dog, cat, or rabbit the pet shop displays, for at least one
year following the date of acquisition. Such records shall be made
available, immediately upon request, to any animal control officer or
any duly appointed officer or representative of the city.
(3) No person shall sell, exchange, trade, barter, lease, or display for a
commercial purpose any dog, cat, or rabbit on or in any street, public
grounds, commercial or retail parking lot, flea market, or other market,
regardless of whether such access is authorized by the property owner, except
for a dog, cat, or rabbit displayed:
(i) By a public animal control agency, shelter, or animal rescue
organization; or
(ii) As part of a state or county fair exhibition, 4-H program, or similar
exhibitions or educational programs.

(c)

Penalties.
(1) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, any pet shop that makes
a sale or offer for sale of a dog, cat, or rabbit in violation of subsection (c)(1)
shall be fined $500. Each unlawful sale or offer for sale shall constitute a
separate violation. Any animal being offered for sale, transfer, or displayed in
violation of these sections may be seized or impounded by the animal control
officer or any duly appointed officer or representative of the city. In cases
where the enforcing officer determines that failure to seize or impound will be
detrimental to the safety and/or health of the animal, the animal shall be
seized

(2) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, a pet shop that makes a
provision of space knowingly and in violation of subsection (c)(2) shall be
fined $500. Each unlawful provision of space shall constitute a separate
violation.

(d)

Severability.
[Section 27-11 provides for general severability of provisions contained within
the Chapter on Dog Regulations of the Code of the City of North Adams].

(e)

Effective date.
The provisions of these section shall be effective thirty days after passage.

