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Dedication

James E. Montepare began his career in the North Adams Public Schools 
in March of 1975 when he was hired as a special education teacher.  In 
1979 he was appointed Coordinator of Pupil Services and in 1988 he was 
named Administrator of Special Education.  In October of 1996 Jim was 
appointed Assistant Superintendent and in 2003 he became superintendent 
of the North Adams Public Schools.  The list below is a sampling of the 
impact Jim’s commitment brought to our district and our children:
• Jim was one of the first administrators in the state to develop a fully 
inclusive education program, which has been used as a model for many 
other inclusive programs throughout the United States. 
• Jim forged partnerships with Child Care of the Berkshires helping them 
to find funding, grow programming and build playgrounds.  
• He was responsible for an array of early literacy programs that impacted 
much of Berkshire County.  
• Jim was instrumental in keeping the Mary Jezyk Sunshine Camp alive 
by adding school support to ensure that the special education students of 
North Adams would have a summer program.  
• Jim was responsible for the creation of the Off-Campus Program which 
provides inclusive career exploration for students.  

James E. Montepare
Superintendant of Schools
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• Under Jim’s direction, the North Adams Public Schools began partnering 
with Kidspace at MASS MoCA and through this collaboration thousands 
of students in North Adams have visited the museum and participated in 
hands on learning through the various exhibits and programs offered.
• In 2005 Jim spearheaded the effort to bring the Berkshire Wireless 
Laptop Initiative to North Adams.  This initiative, labeled ‘visionary’ 
by then commissioner of Education David Driscoll,  provided laptops 
to approximately 500 students and teachers in the North Adams Public 
Schools.
• Jim has always been a strong supporter of the fine and performing arts 
in our district and in June of 2008 he was presented with the National 
Administrator’s Award at the International Thespian Festival in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  
• In 2007 the arduous process of seeking funding for a new school began 
and some seven years after submitting the statement of interest, in the 
spring of 2014, construction began on the newest addition to the North 
Adams Public Schools.  The former Silvio O. Conte Middle School was 
renovated and renamed Colegrove Park Elementary School and opened on 
January 4, 2016.
• Jim was been responsible for securing tens of millions of dollars in grant 
funding for the city.  Of all the grants Jim has authored or administered, 
the most notable have been the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
after-school and summer programs grants. Jim’s goal was to provide better 
service to the children and families of North Adams by extending the 
school day in the form of an after school program that would enhance the 
academic, social, and emotional needs of every child. 

James “Jim” Montepare dedicated his life to the education of our children.  
Through innovation, hard work and commitment, he has left an indelible 
mark on the thousands of kids he served.  The North Adams Public School 
System, the City of North Adams and this greater region were blessed with 
Jim’s service to this community and we very humbly say….thank you.
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CITY COUNCIL

Seat                                                                                Term Expires December
Lisa Blackmer, 74 Cleveland Avenue……….…….....……………........…...2017
Keith Bona, 179 North Street …......…….......……………………….….......2017
Nancy Bullett, 42 Maple Street……………..…...…………………………..2017
Eric Buddington, 23 Warren Street……...............….……………………......2017
Benjamin Lamb, 23 Marion Avenue………..……...........………………......2017
Kate Hanley Merrigan, 201 East Main Street………................…………….2017
Joshua Moran, 138 Catherine Street…………………….......………….........2017
Ronald Boucher, 645 Barbour Street….............…………………………......2017
Robert Moulton, 985 Massachusetts Avenue….............….………………….2017

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS

Mayor................................................................................Richard J. Alcombright
Administrative Assistant to Mayor....................................... Rosemari Dickinson
City Solicitor.....................................................................................John DeRosa
City Treasurer & Tax Collector.....................................................Beverly Cooper
Assistant City Treasurer & Tax Collector....................................... Doris Burdick
City Auditor.................................................................................David Fierro, Jr.
Assistant City Auditor..................................................................... Sheryl Chaput
City Clerk....................................................................................Marilyn Gomeau
Assistant City Clerk....................................................................... Nancy Canales
MIS Director................................................................................... Kathleen Wall
Business Manager...............................................................................Nancy Ziter
Finance/Purchasing Director.............................................................. Laura Wood
Commissioner of Public Services......................................... Timothy Lescarbeau
Assistant Commissioner of Public Services...................................Paul Markland
Director of Fire............................................................................Stephen Meranti
Director of Police.....................................................................Michael Cozzaglio
Building Inspector........................................................................William Meranti
Director of Public Health............................................................... James O’Brien
Veterans Service Officer....................................................................Stephen Roy

ASSESSORS                                                                    Term Expires January

Ross Vivori..................................................................................................... 2016
Gregory Betti................................................................................................. 2018
Richard Taskin............................................................................................... 2018

CITY GOVERNMENT
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CITY GOVERNMENT
MUNICIPAL REGISTER

Superintendent of Schools.......................................................... James Montepare
Librarian......................................................................................... Mindy Hackner
Sergeants-of-Police..........................................................................James Burdick
Acting Lieutenant.............................................................................William Baker
Patrolmen-Detectives......................................................................... John LeClair

Kelly Wisniowski
Mark Bailey
Fran Maruco

Fire Lieutenants..............................................................................Joseph Beverly
John S. Paciorek

Inspector of Wires...................................................................Michael Lescarbeau
Inspector of Animals........................................................................Carrie Loholdt
Sealer of Weights & Measures..........................................................Mark Vadnais

CITIZEN BOARD MEMBERS

AIRPORT COMMISSION                                                 Term Expires February
Jeffrey Naughton............................................................................................. 2019
Armand Boillat................................................................................................ 2018
Shaun Dougherty............................................................................................ 2017
Trevor Gilman................................................................................................. 2016
James Neville.................................................................................................. 2018

BOARD OF APPEALS                                                        Term Expires January
Paul Dilego, Jr................................................................................................. 2018
Ross Jacobs..................................................................................................... 2017
Peter Milanesi................................................................................................. 2016
Donald Pecor................................................................................................... 2017
Greg Roach..................................................................................................... 2017

BOARD OF HEALTH                                                         Term Expires January
John Meaney, Jr.............................................................................................. 2018
Brendan Bullett............................................................................................... 2016
Kevin Lamb.................................................................................................... 2017

COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES                               Term Expires December
William Meranti.............................................................................................. 2016
Randall Kemp................................................................................................. 2017
Nancy Rumbolt-Trzcinski............................................................................... 2016
Mark Patenaude.............................................................................................. 2015
Brian McCarthy.............................................................................................. 2015
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CITY GOVERNMENT

CONSERVATION COMMISSION                                       Term Expires August
Jason Moran ................................................................................................... 2018
James Moulton................................................................................................ 2017
Gary Polumbo................................................................................................. 2016
Richard O’Neill............................................................................................... 2018
Timothy Lescarbeau........................................................................................ 2018
Jeff Meehan..................................................................................................... 2017
Andrew Kawczak............................................................................................ 2017

COUNCIL ON AGING                                                        Term Expires January
Sandra Lamb, Director
Norman Antonio.............................................................................................. 2018
Lorraine Maloney ........................................................................................... 2016
Georgette Mancuso......................................................................................... 2017
Elizabeth Benz................................................................................................ 2019
Pauline Cantoni............................................................................................... 2017
Stephen Smachetti........................................................................................... 2019

HISTORIAL COMMISSION                                               Term Expires January
Justyna Carlson............................................................................................... 2018
Jake Elder........................................................................................................ 2016
Wendy Champney........................................................................................... 2018
Paul Marino..................................................................................................... 2017
Joanne Hurlbut................................................................................................ 2019
Darrell English................................................................................................ 2017
Alan Horbal..................................................................................................... 2017

HOUSING AUTHORITY                                                          Term Expires July
Jennifer Hohn, Executive Director
Christopher Tremblay..................................................................................... 2019
James Neville.................................................................................................. 2019
James Ben Taylor............................................................................................ 2018
Darrell Clairmont............................................................................................ 2019

HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION                               Term Expires February
Thomas Bernard.............................................................................................. 2018
Jennifer Flynn Bernard................................................................................... 2016
Jen Boland....................................................................................................... 2016
Suzy Helme..................................................................................................... 2016
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LICENSE BOARD COMMISSION                                         Term Expires June
Rosemari Dickinson........................................................................................ 2019
Peter Breen...................................................................................................... 2021
Jeff Polucci...................................................................................................... 2021

MOBILE HOME RENT CONTROL BOARD               Term Expires September
James Morocco............................................................................................... 2016
Paul Senecal.................................................................................................... 2018
Wayne Wilkinson............................................................................................ 2019

NORTHERN BERKSHIRE VOCATIONAL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Superintendent.............................................................................James J. Brosnan
Chairman....................................................................................... Daniel Maloney
Vice-Chairman................................................................................Thomas Mahar
Secretary......................................................................................James J. Brosnan
Treasurer......................................................................................Maureen Senecal
Assistant Treasurer.....................................................................Alice Houghtaling

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION                              Term Expires May
George Canales .............................................................................................. 2020
Robert LeClair................................................................................................ 2018
Mark Vadnais.................................................................................................. 2019
Tim Koperek................................................................................................... 2021
Kate Galli........................................................................................................ 2019
Richard Wood................................................................................................. 2019

PLANNING BOARD                                                         Term Expires February
Michael Leary................................................................................................. 2019
Brian Miksic.................................................................................................... 2021
Robert Burdick................................................................................................ 2020
Kyle Hanlon.................................................................................................... 2016
Paul Hopkins................................................................................................... 2019
Joanne DeRose ............................................................................................... 2017
Lynette Bond................................................................................................... 2018
Paul Senecal.................................................................................................... 2017
Jay Walsh........................................................................................................ 2021

PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES                                         Term Expires January
Mindy Hackner, Library Director
Nicole Protop.................................................................................................. 2019
Hulda Hardman Jowett................................................................................... 2016
Harris Elder..................................................................................................... 2018
Joan Owczarski............................................................................................... 2017

CITY GOVERNMENT
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CITY GOVERNMENT
Donald Pecor................................................................................................... 2018
Richard Taskin................................................................................................ 2017

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY                                    Term Expires June
Paul Hopkins................................................................................................... 2019
Kyle Hanlon.................................................................................................... 2016
Michael Leary................................................................................................. 2018

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS                                                     Term Expires April
Mary Ann Caproni.......................................................................................... 2016
Elizabeth DiLego............................................................................................ 2017
Marilyn DeRosa.............................................................................................. 2018

SCHOOL COMMITTEE                                                 Term Expires December
Richard J. Alcombright, Chairperson
Heather H. Boulger, Vice Chairperson........................................................... 2017
John Hockridge............................................................................................... 2017
Mark P. Moulton............................................................................................. 2017
Tara Jacobs...................................................................................................... 2019
Nicolas Fahey ................................................................................................. 2019
Karen Bond .................................................................................................... 2019

TRAFFIC COMMISSION                                                   Term Expires January
Amanda Chilson.............................................................................................. 2017
Mary Ann King............................................................................................... 2018
David Sacco.................................................................................................... 2018
Paul Markland................................................................................................. 2016
Stephen Rondeau............................................................................................ 2018

TREE COMMISSION                                                         Term Expires January
Patricia LeClair............................................................................................... 2016
Jane Betti......................................................................................................... 2017
Christine Petri................................................................................................. 2018

WINDSOR LAKE RECREATION COMMISSION               Term Expires April 
Lawrence C. Jowett......................................................................................... 2017
William St. Pierre............................................................................................ 2018
Nancy Bullett.................................................................................................. 2016
David Racette.................................................................................................. 2017
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REPORT OF THE MAYOR

It is with great confidence and pleasure that I issue this Annual Report 
covering budget cycle FY2016.  I am happy to report that the City of 
North Adams is a strong and viable community, and is well on its way to 
continued development, growth and prosperity.
I continue to say that when you look at our City from the Western Summit 
of the Mohawk Trail, it looks like we are in the palm of God’s hand.  Being 
here my entire life I have and always will value the natural beauty that is 
everywhere in this valley.  That said, I have come to realize that while in a 
rural setting, we are a very urban city.  We are a microcosm of larger urban 
centers and with that we have wonderful urban assets.  We have a wonderful 
liberal arts college in MCLA, the largest museum of contemporary art in 
the country in MASS MoCA, great medical services, an airport, a diverse 
economy and cultural amenities second to none. Combine all of those 
amenities with our natural beauty, endless miles of trails and ever-flowing 
rivers and streams, and the City of North Adams is a destination like few 
others.  
Due to the opportunity and promise of this city and region, we are seeing 
significant private investment along the Route 2 corridor to our west with 
development at the Redwood Motel, Blackinton Mill, and the Greylock 
Mill.  The continued progress regarding the Extreme Model Rail and 
Contemporary Art Museum (EMRAC) is moving at a robust pace and it 
is hopeful that the project will be in final design soon.  Additionally, the 
huge expansion at MASS MoCA is well underway and promises to open 
in early 2017.

As a result of the EMRAC project, we envision a complete redevelopment 
of the Heritage State Park complex.  We are encouraged with discussions 
around the Mohawk Thearter, we completed our 3.3 megawatt solar 
project and in January, we opened our newly renovated Colegrove Park 
Elementary School.
 
Since the closure of the hospital and through the efforts of Berkshire 
Health Systems (BHS), our medical services in the City continue to come 
back in a robust and sustainable way.  As of this writing, the Emergency 
Department, imaging, full labs, day surgery procedures, mammography 
and so much more has been restored.  BHS is working on bringing in 
cardiology, pain, wound, cardio rehab, dialysis and other needed services 
back to the campus.  Additionally, outpatient addiction and recovery 
treatment is available five days a week.
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REPORT OF THE MAYOR
In the wake of continued pressure on our budget, rising expenses, shrinking 
revenues and exhausted reserves, I am pleased to say that this is our second 
fiscal year that is fully balanced without the use of reserves or one-time 
revenues.  Additionally, we are beginning to see some growth in reserves.  
While I know that two cycles is not a “streak”, I am very proud of our 
TEAM for holding the line on spending and towing the line on collections.  
I am looking forward to another cycle of solid fiscal responsibility. 

Public Safety continues to be a priority as the City deals with crime issues 
that are pervasive in urban communities.  With increased programming, 
community group initiatives and continued police pressure, we are seeing 
a difference based on our crime statistics.  I have made a very strong 
commitment to police staffing and that commitment will remain. 

We continue to see fair growth of new businesses and business expansions 
and most importantly, we are seeing a new surge of private investment in 
the City.  Private dollars are being used for small to mid-sized development 
projects as well as being used to tear down blight and open up the landscape 
in certain neighborhoods.  The continued investment by Cumberland 
Farms, the Greylock Mill initiative, the Redwood Motel/Blackinton Mill, 
and Heritage State Park have been extremely encouraging.  We are seeing 
more sales of real estate and even more importantly, the selling prices of 
homes are at and exceeding assessed values.

The “Hoosic Valley Service” has connected North Adams and Adams 
with scenic rail trips providing scenic rides to hundreds of visitors and 
locals alike.  This collaborative effort between the City, Town of Adams, 
Berkshire Scenic Rail Museum, and the Commonwealth, holds significant 
economic, social and cultural promise and further enhances the excitement 
of the re-birth of Heritage State Park.  We are anticipating state funding to 
complete the rail project in 2017.

We continue to work with the Hoosic River Revival.  This great group has 
been working on ways (over several years) to replace our ailing and aging 
flood control walls.  The efforts focus on enhancing flood protection along 
both the north and south branches of the river by eliminating flood chutes in 
certain areas and bringing the river back to a natural and environmentally 
friendly place.  This economic development opportunity will provide more 
natural access to the river and allow residents and tourists to better connect 
with this beautiful natural resource. 
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We continue our journey back from some very dismal economic years 
and there seems to be a renewed excitement in the community.  I have 
presented my third consecutive balanced budget, reserves are growing, our 
Colegrove School project was very successful, private sector investment 
is flowing, our anchor institutions…MASS MoCA, MCLA and the BMC 
North Campus are doing very well, Crane Fine Printing is rebounding and 
remains our manufacturing anchor, Cumberland Farms is poised to open a 
new store on Route 2 and exciting days are ahead. 

I have very much appreciated the support the City Council, the School 
Committee, our School Building Committee, the commitment of all of our 
boards and commissions, the guidance of my neighboring town leaders, 
our state delegation and the wonderful employees of our City and school 
system. I am very thankful for the patience, support and confidence of the 
people of this great city.
  
Richard J. Alcombright
Mayor

REPORT OF THE MAYOR
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northern berkshire vocational
regional school district

1
 

The Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School 
District, McCann Technical School, students, faculty 
and staff continued their record of noteworthy 
accomplishments in fiscal year 2016 and this report 
highlights some of these accomplishments. 

Our mission is to graduate technically skilled, 
academically prepared, and socially responsible 
individuals ready to meet the challenges of the 21st

century.  Our mission and educational philosophy are 
implemented by adhering to the following core 
values: 

Communication strengthens partnership 
development and teamwork. 

Achievement is attained through a strong work ethic. 
Respect from all guarantees a safe learning  

environment. 
Ethics ensure a dedication to honesty and integrity. 

During the last twenty years we have witnessed a 
dramatic transformation in vocational technical 
education especially in our application of technology 
and STEM subjects.  We are very proud of the 
academic and technical achievement of our students 
and as each succeeding class raises the bar of 
accomplishment, the next class seeks to surpass it.  
The integration of our technical and academic 
curriculum has prepared our graduates well for their 
future and we appreciate you, our member 
communities, for your support in making it happen.   

The accomplishments of our students reflect the 
McCann culture of learning: 

The Class of 2016 became the thirteenth class in a 
row to attain 100 percent competency determination 
on the MCAS tests. 

Twenty-eight of the Class of 2015 earned the 
prestigious John and Abigail Adams Scholarship 
awarded through the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education for their academic record and 
MCAS achievement. 

Our 119 2016 graduates saw 61% continue their 
education in a variety of colleges and universities, 
34% enter the workforce and 5% proudly enter into 
military service. 

The results of the spring 2016 MCAS test once again 
echoed the continuous progress of our students 
through their dedication and that of our terrific 
faculty.  Once again McCann posted solid scores 
highlighted below.   

GRADE 10 - ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

PERFORMANCE
LEVEL 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

ADVANCED 21% 15% 17% 25.7% 24.7% 

PROFICIENT 67% 76% 77% 68.9% 72.6% 

NEEDS 
IMPROVEMENT 11% 8% 6% 4.5% 2.6% 

FAILING 0% 1% 1% .7% 0% 

GRADE 10 - MATHEMATICS 

PERFORMANCE
LEVEL 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

ADVANCED 33% 35% 44% 32.35% 34.5% 

PROFICIENT 42% 39% 29% 46.25% 45.7% 

NEEDS 
 IMPROVEMENT 23% 17% 24% 19.2% 17.2% 

FAILING 3% 9% 3% 2.3% 2.5% 

GRADE 10 - SCIENCE AND TECH/ENG 

PERFORMANCE
LEVEL 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

ADVANCED 9% 13% 19% 11.3% 24.5%

PROFICIENT 54% 53% 52% 63.7% 61.8%

NEEDS 
IMPROVEMENT 30% 24% 27% 23.4% 10.9%

FAILING 7% 9% 2% 1.6% 2.7% 

The McCann Athletics program continues to enjoy 
success in the Pioneer Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Association.  Our programs enjoy healthy 
participation numbers and our student athletes 
continue to represent our school admirably.  The 
2015-2016 year saw our baseball team advance to the 
Western Massachusetts Championship game for the 
first time since 1987.  The game was held at 
Wahconah Park in Pittsfield and capped a fantastic 
season for the team that also included a league 
championship.  A boys’ lacrosse team was created in 
the spring of 2016 and played an independent 
schedule in its inaugural campaign.  The team played 
hard and looks forward to continuing its growth as it 
will enter official league play this year in the PVIAC.  

Our continuous facility improvement plan allowed us 
to renovate 5 classrooms replacing 3 rooms of 1960’s 
era furniture with new desks and chairs, install 
energy efficient lighting and replace white boards for 
greater visibility and cleanliness.  We installed a new 
computer proxy card internal and external lock 
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system providing enhanced building security and 
access control.  We replaced over 100 computer 
systems throughout the building and made 
improvements to our athletic fields including the 
installation of new portable bleachers to provide a 
safer venue for both spectators and teams.  

The integration of new educational technology 
continues to be our priority. We received a 
Massachusetts Skills Capital Grant for $121,128.00 
which allowed us to update 4 of our welders and add 
two virtual welding machines which combine the 
latest trends in metal joining technology with greater 
accuracy and outcomes.  We added two Tormach 3-
axis milling machines that allow our machine 
technology students to improve their automated 
manufacturing practice.  We replaced our wheel 
alignment machine with a new system that 
incorporates the latest technology available thereby 
enhancing our automotive technology students’ 
application of wheel alignment procedures.  

Community service projects continue to provide our 
students with excellent opportunities to display their 
technical skills while exhibiting the passion and 
commitment to support their community.  Our 
computer-aided design and carpentry students 
completed the rehabilitation of the porch and exterior 
stairways at the Louison House and our culinary arts 
students continue to support a number of community 
events including the Relay for Life.  Our BPA 
students collected items for the homeless veteran’s 
shelter, placed flags on the graves of veterans on 
Memorial Day, participated in the Habitat for 
Humanity Christmas Tree Showcase and assisted 
with the set-up of the Relay for Life event.  Our 
National Honor Society students collected donations 
for the Friendship Center Food Pantry in North 
Adams, participated in the “Campground Clean-up 
Day” at Historic Valley Campground, helped rebuild 
the C.T. Plunkett playground and provided holiday 
cards and packages for veterans and deployed 
military personnel.  Our Skills USA students’ 
community service included the “Buddy Walk of the 
Berkshires”, placing flags on veterans’ graves, the 
Habitat for Humanity Christmas Showcase, Relay for 
Life, a series of Louison House fundraisers including 
food drives and Christmas gifts for the children.  

McCann continued its ongoing participation in 
SkillsUSA, a national organization of more than 
300,000 members working to ensure America has a 
skilled work force.  McCann is a 100% member of 
SkillsUSA which has provided the opportunity for 
our students to earn scholarships, tools for their 
trade, opportunities for employment and awards in 
recognition of their accomplishments.  At the 2016 

SkillsUSA state competition McCann students 
earned gold medals in automated manufacturing 
technology, customer service, and technical 
computer applications at the high school level and 
dental assisting and job interview at the 
postsecondary level.  Silver medals were awarded 
in automated manufacturing technology, carpentry, 
architectural drafting, community service, 
industrial motor control, web design, welding at 
the high school level and cosmetology and dental 
assisting at the postsecondary level.  Bronze 
medals were earned in 3-D visualization & 
animation, automotive service technology, CNC 
turning specialist, customer service, technical 
computer applications at the high school level and 
dental assisting at the postsecondary level.  
Additionally, a McCann student earned a gold 
medal for the president’s volunteer service award.  
All gold medal winners were able to attend the 
national competition in Louisville, KY where more 
than 15,000 people participate in the weeklong 
event.  Competitions included 96 different hands-
on trades, technical and leadership fields.  Our 
Automated Manufacturing Technology team of 
Charlie Bohl III, Tanner Parrino, and Noah Curran 
won a national silver medal.  McCann is extremely 
proud to have had Samantha Dorwin, a machine 
technology student, serve as a SkillsUSA national 
officer this past year. In her role as Region I Vice 
President, Samantha helped advocate for women in 
career and technical education as well as for 
vocational education in general.  Awarded the 
Presidential Scholar medal, Samantha had 
numerous speaking engagements highlighted by 
her keynote speech at the Massachusetts 
SkillsUSA state conference, speaking at the United 
States Department of Education, and meeting with 
Senator Elizabeth Warren.  Samantha also 
accompanied McCann metal fabrication student 
Spenser Tanner, along with a delegation of 
competitors, to Québec to compete in Canada’s 
SkillsUSA equivalent, Compétences Québec. 
Spenser competed in the welding competitions 
placing fourth and receiving the Medal of 
Excellence.  Both students represented McCann 
and the U.S. admirably serving as ambassadors for 
the American vocational education system. 

Business Professionals of America, BPA, is the 
leading CTSO (Career and Technical Student 
Organization) for students pursuing careers in 
business management, office administration, 
information technology and other related career 
fields.  The organization’s activities complement 
classroom instruction by giving students practical 
experience through application of the skills learned 
at school.  BPA is contributing to the preparation 
of a world-class workforce through the 
advancement of leadership, citizenship, academic, 
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and technological skills.  At this year’s BPA State 
Leadership Conference held in Framingham, MA,  
McCann students received a total of eighteen awards 
in finance, business administration, Management 
Information Systems, Digital Communication & 
Design, and Management, Marketing & 
Communication competitions, bringing home three 
1st place, four 2nd place, and three 3rd place awards.  
In May 2016, fourteen McCann students traveled to 
Boston, MA to join over 5,000 other conference 
attendees from across the nation to participate in 
business skills competitions, workshops, general 
sessions, and intern assignments.  Achievements 
earned at the national competition included top-ten 
medals in Administrative Support Concepts, 
Advanced Spreadsheet Applications, Fundamental 
Spreadsheet Applications, Fundamental Word 
Processing, Information Technology Concepts and 
Web Site Design Team.  Additionally, Andrea Leal 
of the Business Technology Class of 2014 was 
elected to a seat on the national officer team, serving 
the 2016-2017 school-year as BPA’s Postsecondary 
Division National President.  

Project Lead the Way is the leading provider of 
rigorous and innovative Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education 
programs in schools across the U.S.  Students 
enrolled in the program take as many as four courses 
above and beyond their graduation requirements.  
Since its inception, over 60% of participating 
students - over one hundred - have become eligible 
for college credits through Rochester Institute of 
Technology or New Hampshire Technical Institute as 
a result of their performance on the national 
engineering examination.  In last year’s PLTW 
cohort, 11 students achieved this eligibility.

The success of our student body continues to be 
measured by our 100% competency determination, 
high career placement, high college matriculation rate 
and technical expertise in national skills 
competitions. 

The district continues to operate on sound financial 
management principals and incorporates technology 
in this process to ensure maximum benefit for all of 
our programming.  At the end of the fiscal year we 
returned $76,011.00 of unused transportation monies 
to our communities.  The district continues to search 
out grants to support our educational funding to 
improve instructional services and vocational 
equipment.  

The Commission on Dental Accreditation, CODA, 
conducted an onsite review of our dental assisting 
program and granted continued accreditation without 
reporting requirements until 2022.  Similarly our 

medical assisting program hosted an onsite 
accreditation team from the Commission on 
Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, 
CAAHEP, and the Medical Assisting Education 
Review Board, MAERB, and was granted continued 
accreditation to 2024. 

FY16 Budgeted Revenues     Budget  Actual 

City & Town Assessments  

Municipal Minimum  $2,797,399.00        $2,797,399.00 
Capital      $103,125.00           $103,125.00 
Transportation     $194,325.00          $194,325.00 
Municipal Assessment     $139,483.00          $139,483.00 

Ch. 71 Transportation     $225,000.00           $286,847.00 
Ch. 70 General School Aid $4,641,116.00       $4, 641,116.00 

Tuitions      $734,372.00          $734,372.00 
Miscellaneous Revenue      $11,431.00               $9,461.00 
State Bonus Aid                                       $2,040.00 

Total Revenue Received  $8,846,251.00        $8,908,168.00 

Member City &Town Transportation Refunds             ($61,847.00) 
Misc. Revenue Balance to Surplus E & D                       ($70.00) 
A/P Assessment Payable (Received in July)                          $0.00 

   $8,846,251.00        $8,846,251.00 

Source Grant   Amount 

(Federal Entitlement) 

Fed Sped IDEA  $114,838.00 
Fed Title I   $117,668.00 
Fed  Title II A     $18,666.00 
Fed Perkins     $61,113.00 
Fed Postsecondary Perkins     $2,765.00 

(Federal Grants Other) 

REAP       $41,074.00 
Perkins Instructional Equipment & Supplies   $50,000.00 

(State Grants) 

Workforce Skills Capital Equipment $121,128.00 

(Competitive/Private) 

Private Olmsted        $5,000.00 
Private BHG Wellness       $2,000.00 
Private BCREB: Connecting Activities      $1,000.00 
Private City of Chicopee Nurse Grant           $2,990.00 
Private Rochester Institute                                $140.00 
Private  MASS MoCA          $600.00 
Private Lowe’s SkillsUSA Grant      $4,000.00 
Private Maine Community College, Solar     $8,000.00 

TOTAL GRANTS  $550,982.00 

10-13-2016 
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To Mayor Alcombright and the City Council:

I respectfully submit herewith the annual report, as  Treasurer  for 
the City of North Adams for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2016.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly Cooper
Treasurer

Balance July 1, 2015 7,704,461.52$
Receipts FY2016 69,151,871.71$
Disbursements FY2016 70,694,308.60$
Balance June 30, 2016 6,162,024.63$ 6,162,024.63                    

TD Bank
Office of Community Development/Program Income 1,045.40$           
Savings and Checking 1,618,271.94$
NARA 27,908.06$         1,647,225.40$                  

Berkshire Bank
Savings & Checking 2,289,791.58$
Mohawk Theater 10,534.62$         
Skating Rink 3,197.14$           
Office Of Community Development/Small Business Loan (6,393.56)$          
Windsor Mill (5,971.99)$          
School Lunch 347,020.35$        
Student Activities 62,524.49$         
Farmers Market 7,726.50$           2,708,429.13$                  

 
Mountain One Bank
 Savings 101,361.86$       
Arts Lottery Council 65,021.91$         
J. Wolfe Memorial Fund/Noel Field
Noel Field Grandstand 24,225.47$         
Vets Memorial 3,977.42$            
NARA  
Mass Moca 45.15$                194,631.81$                    

TREASURER'S REPORT

RECONCILIATION

TREASURER'S BALANCES
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UniBank
Savings 39,575.99$         

39,575.99$                      

Working Cash in Office 600.00$              600.00                              

Balance July 1, 2015 3,116.17$           
Income Received 39.02$                
Balance June 30, 2016 3,155.19$           

Balance July 1, 2015 859.26$              
Income Received 10.74$                
Balance June 30, 2016 870.00$              

Balance July 1, 2015 5,723.31$           
Income Received 71.70$                
Disbursed -                      
Balance June 30, 2016 5,795.01$           

Balance July 1, 2015 1,933.18$           
Income Received 24.23$                
Balance June 30, 2016 1,957.41$           

Balance July 1, 2015 1,173.80$           
Income Received 14.71$                
Balance June 30, 2016 1,188.51$           

Balance July 1, 2015 141,066.16$       
Income Received 661.91$              
Added to fund 787,752.00$       
Balance June 30, 2016 929,480.07$       

Balance July 1, 2015 41,984.27$         
Income Received 105.60$              
Disbursed (105.00)$             
Balance June 30, 2016 41,984.87$         

Bravakis Fund

Pizzi Scholarship Fund

Laliberte Trust/Library Fund

Margaret Chisholm Fund

Bianco Scholarship Fund

TRUST FUNDS

Phoebe Burlingame Charity Fund

Stabilization Fund
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Balance July 1, 2015 185,294.70$       
Income Received 2,320.59$           
Disbursed (693.00)$             
Balance June 30, 2016 186,922.29$       

Balance July 1, 2015 10,184.82$         
Income Received 127.29$              
Disbursed (127.00)$             
Balance June 30, 2016 10,185.11$         

Balance July 1, 2015 17,075.93$         
Income Received 213.87$              
Disbursed -$                    
Balance June 30, 2016 17,289.80$         

Balance July 1, 2015 367.83$              
Income Received 4.61$                  
Disbursed -$                    
Balance June 30, 2016 372.44$              

Balance July 1, 2015 22,371.41$         
Income Received 22.93$                
Added to Fund 854.92$              
Disbursed (250.00)$             
Balance June 30, 2016 22,999.26$         

Balance June 30, 2016 349,362.34$       

TOTAL CASH & EQUIVALENTS 6,162,024.63                    

Conte Middle School Scholarship Fund

Bashevkin High School Scholarship Fund

Goldie Sabin Scholarship Fund

Dollars for Scholars

Cemetery Perpetual Care

Bontempi Scholarship Fund
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Massachusetts Department of Revenue, Division of Local Services
Bureau of Accounts   ~   Automated Statement of Indebtedness

City/Town/District of : NORTH ADAMS FY2016

Long Term Debt
Inside the Debt Limit

Outstanding
July 1, 2015

+ New Debt 
Issued

- Retirements = Outstanding
June 30, 2016

Interest
Paid in FY2016

Buildings 434,000.00 54,500.00 379,500.00 15,452.50
Departmental Equipment 452,000.00 60,000.00 392,000.00 15,980.00
School Buildings 195,000.00 65,000.00 130,000.00 7,637.50
School - All Other 145,000.00 145,000.00
Sewer 0.00
Solid Waste 0.00
Other Inside 2,104,700.00 346,400.00 1,758,300.00 83,597.00

SUB - TOTAL Inside $3,330,700.00 $0.00 $525,900.00 $2,804,800.00 $122,667.00

Long Term Debt
Outside the Debt Limit

Outstanding
July 1, 2015

+ New Debt 
Issued

- Retirements = Outstanding
June 30, 2016

Interest
Paid in FY2016

Airport 561,700.00 561,700.00
Gas/Electric Utility 0.00
Hospital 0.00
School Buildings 6,500,000.00 159,500.00 6,340,500.00 242,917.50
Sewer 210,406.17 20,695.69 189,710.48 4,609.88
Solid Waste 562,600.00 134,500.00 428,100.00 188.06
Water 2,833,056.00 671,051.00 2,162,005.00 122,953.77
Other Outside 1,674,000.00 297,000.00 1,377,000.00 42,683.30

SUB - TOTAL Outside $12,341,762.17 $0.00 $1,282,746.69 $11,059,015.48 $413,352.51

TOTAL Long Term Debt $15,672,462.17 $0.00 $1,808,646.69 $13,863,815.48 $536,019.51
Please complete all sections of this report and return it to the Public Finance Section no later than September 30, 2016.

I certify to the best of my knowledge that this information is complete and accurate as of this date.

Treasurer: Date:

                    I certify that long and short term debt as identified in this Statement of Indebtedness is in agreement
                    with the general ledger controls in my department and are also reflected on the balance sheet.  

Accounting Officer: Date:________________

Delivery By U.S. Mail Phone/Fax FedEx, UPS, Other Delivery
Public Finance Section (617) 626-2399 Public Finance Section
Division of Local Services (617) 626-4110 Division of Local Services
PO Box 9569 Fax (617) 626-3916 100 Cambridge St.
Boston MA 02114-9569 Boston MA 02114

Public Finance Section
(Revised July 2006)
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Short Term Debt Outstanding

July 1, 2015
+ Issued - Retired = Outstanding

June 30, 2016
Interest

Paid in FY2016

RANs - Revenue Anticipation 0.00
BANs - Bond Anticipation:

Buildings 0.00
School Buildings 0.00

Sewer 0.00
Water 0.00

Other BANs 316,667.00 83,334.00 233,333.00 1,125.00
SANs - State Grant Anticipation 0.00
FANs - Federal Gr. Anticipation 0.00
Other Short Term Debt 0.00

TOTAL Short Term Debt $316,667.00 $0.00 $83,334.00 $233,333.00 $1,125.00

GRAND TOTAL All Debt $15,989,129.17 $0.00 $1,891,980.69 $14,097,148.48 $537,144.51

Authorized and Unissued Debt

Purpose Date of
Vote

Article
Number

Amount
Authorized

- Issued
- Retired

- Rescined
= Unissued
6/30/2016

Feasibilty Study 10/28/09                10990-A 680,000.00 149,987.97 530,012.03
Airport Improvements 09/28/10 11102 650,000.00 650,000.00 0.00
Campground Improvements 10/12/10 11106 150,000.00 150,000.00 0.00
Irene Storm 12/27/11                 11204-1 2,200,000.00 532,000.00 1,668,000.00
ADA Compliance 04/19/13                 11264-1 250,000.00 250,000.00 0.00
Renovations of Conte School 02/05/13                 10990-2 29,692,594.00 6,500,000.00 23,192,594.00
New Equipment 05/25/04 10758 750,000.00 750,000.00 0.00
Computer Hardware 07/24/12 11253 160,000.00 160,000.00 0.00
New Equipment 08/13/13 11331 150,000.00 150,000.00 0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

$25,390,606.03

SUB - TOTAL from additional sheet(s) $0.00

TOTAL Authorized and Unissued Debt $25,390,606.03

Please Complete Additional Sections if Needed

Public Finance Section
(Revised July 2006)
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Authorized and Unissued Debt  -  Additional Sheet(s)
Purpose Date of

Vote
Article

Number
Amount

Authorized
- Issued
- Retired

- Rescined
= Unissued
6/30/2016

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

SUB -TOTAL Additional Sheet(s) $0.00

Public Finance Section
(Revised July 2006)
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BUREAU OF ACCOUNTS, STATEMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS DETAIL

Long Term Debt
Inside the Debt Limit  Report by 

Issuance
Outstanding
July 1, 2015

+ New Debt 
Issued

- Retirements = Outstanding
June 30, 2016

Interest
Paid in FY2016

Gen.Obligations & Sidewalks 540,000.00 125,000.00 415,000.00 14,325.00
Greylock & Sullivan Roof 195,000.00 65,000.00 130,000.00 7,637.50
Library 0.00 0.00
Alcombright Field 90,000.00 15,000.00 75,000.00 3,075.00
Street & Sidwalks 469,000.00 60,500.00 408,500.00 16,642.50
Skating Rink 220,000.00 27,500.00 192,500.00 7,837.50
Mohawk Theatre 214,000.00 27,000.00 187,000.00 7,615.00
Equipment 452,000.00 60,000.00 392,000.00 15,980.00

0.00
0.00

School Feasibility 145,000.00 10,000.00 135,000.00 5,512.50
ComputerUpgrade 160,000.00 25,000.00 135,000.00 7,150.00
ADA Compliance 250,000.00 25,000.00 225,000.00 10,375.00
Windsor Lake 130,200.00 19,400.00 110,800.00 5,902.00
Irene Storm 465,500.00 66,500.00 399,000.00 20,615.00
TOTAL 3,330,700.00 0.00 525,900.00 2,804,800.00 122,667.00

Must equal       
page 1 subtotal

Long Term Debt
Outside the Debt Limit  Report 

by Issuance
Outstanding
July 1, 2015

+ New Debt 
Issued

- Retirements = Outstanding
June 30, 2016

Interest
Paid in FY2016

Sewer 210,406.17 20,695.69 189,710.48 4,609.88
Water Filtration Plant 2,770,000.00 640,000.00 2,130,000.00 122,500.00
Landfill Closing 562,600.00 134,500.00 428,100.00 188.06
I & I Water Abatement 63,056.00 31,051.00 32,005.00 453.77
Mass Moca 1,674,000.00 210,000.00 1,464,000.00 16,659.30
Conte School 6,500,000.00 159,500.00 6,340,500.00 242,917.50
Airport 561,700.00 87,000.00 474,700.00 26,024.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

TOTAL 12,341,762.17 0.00 1,282,746.69 11,059,015.48 413,352.51
Must equal       

page 1 subtotal

Public Finance Section
(Revised July 2006)
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Short Term Debt              
Report by Issuance Outstanding

July 1, 2015
+ Issued - Retired = Outstanding

June 30, 2016
Interest

Paid in FY2016
New Equipment 166,667.00 83,334.00 83,333.00 900.00
School Feasibility 0.00
Airport Improvements 0.00
Campground Improvements 0.00
Irene Storm 0.00
Conte Rehab 0.00
Computer Upgrade 0.00
ADA Compliance 0.00
New Equipment 150,000.00 150,000.00 225.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

TOTAL 316,667.00 0.00 83,334.00 233,333.00 1,125.00
Must equal       

page 2 Total

Public Finance Section
(Revised July 2006)
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Tax Title
Balance July 1, 2015 2,421,766.04$
Receipts (238,081.65)$   
New Takings May 2016 58,093.43$       
Water Liens on new takings May 2016 3,754.99$        
Sewer Liens on new takings 1,591.75$        
FY2015  Subsequents added  June 2016 426,581.48$     
Water Liens on subsequents added June 2016 19,542.02$       
Sewer Liens  on subsequents added June 2016 9,529.60$        
Abatements (3,216.37)$       
Balance June 30, 2016 2,699,561.29$

Tax Possessions
Balance July 1, 2015 197,855.39$     
Balance June 30, 2016 197,855.39$     
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To Mayor Alcombright and the City Council:

I respectfully submit herewith the annual report, as Assistant Tax Collector on Tax Collections 
for the City of North Adams for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2016.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly A. Cooper
Tax Collector

Real Estate Taxes FY2005
Balance July 1, 2015 1,886.85$               
Abate (1,886.85)$              
Balance June 30, 2016 -$                        

Real Estate Taxes FY2006
Balance July 1, 2015 2,993.63$               
Abate (2,993.63)$              
Balance June 30, 2016 -$                        

Real Estate Taxes FY2011
Balance July 1,2015 28,839.33$             

Balance June 30, 2016 28,839.33$             

Real Estate Taxes FY2012
Balance July 1,2015 2,864.45$               
Transfer To Tax Title (1,444.95)$              
Balance June 30, 2016 1,419.50$               

Real Estate Taxes FY2013
Balance July 1,2015 3,345.55$               
Transfer to Tax Title (1,487.16)$              
Balance June 30, 2016 1,858.39$               

Real Estate Taxes FY2014
Balance July 1,2015 13,647.79               
Transfer to Tax Title (1,547.42)                
Balance June 30, 2016 12,100.37               

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
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Real Estate Taxes FY2015
Balance July 1,2015 321,686.29             
Collected (276,271.69)            
Transfer to Tax Title (34,901.87)              
Abated/Exemptions (1,825.89)                
Balance June 30, 2016 8,686.84                 

Real Estate Taxes FY2016
Committed 14,483,143.22$      
Collected (13,701,726.60)$     
Abated/Exemptions (125,720.42)            
Transfer to Tax Title (270,780.22)            
Balance June 30, 2016 384,915.98$           

Water Liens
Balance July 1, 2015 13,646.22$             
Committed 141,254.55$           
Transfer to Tax Title 23,297.01$             
Abated/adjust 1,201.48$               
Collected 105,707.89$           
Balance June 30, 2016 24,694.39$             

Sewer Liens
Balance July 1, 2015 5,745.50$               
Committed 69,468.98$             
Transfer to Tax Title 11,121.35$             
Collected 51,749.26$             
Balance June 30, 2016 12,343.87$             

Water/Sewer
Balance July 1, 2015 529,188.70$           
Committed 2,433,574.08$        
Abated/Adjustments 102,343.24$           
To Water Liens 141,254.55$           
To Sewer Liens 69,468.98$             
Collected 2,219,557.93$        
Balance June 30, 2016 430,138.08$           

Personal Property FY2009
Balance July 1, 2015 58.54$                     

Balance June 30, 2016 58.54$                     

Personal Property FY2010
Balance July 1, 2015 698.24$                  
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Balance June 30,2016 698.24$                  

Personal Property FY2011
Balance July 1, 2015 1,405.71$               
Collected 308.29$                  
Balance June 30,2016 1,097.42$               

Personal Property 2012
Balance July 1, 2015 1,365.79$               
Collected 16.42$                     
Balance June 30,2016 1,349.37$               

Personal Property 2013
Balance July 1, 2015 3,937.62$               
Collected 496.51$                  
Balance June 30,2016 3,441.11$               

Personal Property 2014
Balance July 1, 2015 7,704.92$               
Collected 98.00$                     
Balance June 30,2016 7,606.92$               

Personal Property 2015
Balance July 1, 2015 16,530.06$             
Collected 3,953.35$               
Abate 2,534.55$               
Balance June 30,2016 10,042.16$             

Personal Property 2016
Committed 1,268,848.70$        
Collected 1,182,173.47$        
Abated 40,051.55$             
Balance June 30,2016 46,623.68$             

Motor Vehicle Excise 2003
Balance July 1, 2015 5,846.74$               
Collected 72.50$                     
Balance June 30, 2016 5,774.24$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2004
Balance July 1, 2015
Collected 8,951.41$               
Balance June 30, 2016 41.25$                     

8,910.16$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2005
Balance July 1, 2015
Collected 8,239.33$               
Balance June 30, 2016 135.00$                  
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8,104.33$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2006
Balance July 1, 2015
Collected 7,907.88$               
Balance June 30, 2016 151.04$                  

7,756.84$               
Motor Vehicle Excise 2007

Balance July 1, 2015
Collected 5,816.07$               
Balance June 30, 2016 295.42$                  

5,520.65$               
Motor Vehicle Excise 2008

Balance July 1, 2015
Collected 7,543.89$               
Balance June 30, 2016 315.10$                  

7,228.79$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2009
Balance July 1, 2015 9,098.22$               
Collected 402.78$                  
Balance June 30, 2016 8,695.44$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2010
Balance July 1, 2015 9,585.54$               
Collected 685.10$                  
Abated 15.63$                     
Balance June 30, 2016 8,884.81$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2011
Balance July 1, 2015 10,461.24$             
Collected 110.00$                  
Abated 1,171.56$               
Balance June 30, 2016 9,179.68$               

Motor Vehicle Excise 2012
Balance July 1, 2015 11,956.68$             
Collected 1,395.73$               
Abated 47.50$                     
Balance June 30, 2016 10,513.45$             

Motor Vehicle Excise 2013
Balance July 1, 2015 15,974.97$             
Collected 3,328.43$               
Abated 952.21$                  
Balance June 30, 2016 11,694.33$             

Motor Vehicle Excise 2014
Balance July 1, 2015 35,228.27$             
Collected 14,361.42$             
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Abated 1,580.61$               
Balance June 30, 2016 19,286.24$             

Motor Vehicle Excise 2015
Balance July 1, 2015 113,303.65$           
Committed 124,529.71$           
Collected 181,013.29$           
Abated 17,700.85$             
Balance June 30, 2016 39,119.22$             

Motor Vehicle Excise 2016
Committed 1,011,907.49$        
Collected 848,801.01$           
Abated 32,034.01$             
Balance June 30, 2016 131,072.47$           



67

board of ASSESSOR’S Report

The Board of Assessors is comprised of three members, Ross A. Vivori, 
Principal Assessor and Chairman, Gregory D. Betti and Richard S. Taskin 
who are classified as part-time assessors.  The Assessor’s Office is staffed 
by Karen Briggs, principal clerk-office manager.

In accordance with the Department of Revenue’s Bureau of Local 
Assessment guidelines the Assessors conducted an annual assessment 
of all taxable real and personal property values within the City of North 
Adams for fiscal year 2016. The purpose of the annual assessment is to 
ensure all categories of taxable property are assessed at their full fair cash 
value and that assessments are equitable and consistent within and between 
all classes of property.  Full fair cash value is the basis for determining the 
tax rates for residential, commercial, industrial and personal property.  

Residential values for FY 2016 decreased $6,993,432.00, from 
$550,769,529 in FY 2015 to $543,776,097 however, the residential tax 
rate increased $0.70 from $16.69 to $17.39 per $1,000 of valuation. The 
commercial sector experienced a decrease in valuation of $349,248. The 
FY 2015 value was $110,853,671 while FY 2016 values decreased to 
$110,504,423.00.  Industrial property values increased $680,860., from 
$20,917,862., in FY 2015 to $21,608,722., in FY 2016. Personal property 
values increased $3,817,032. from $29,526,989 to $33,344,021. The tax 
rate for commercial, industrial and personal property increased $1.902 
in FY 2015 from $36.03 to $37.93 per $1,000 of valuation. In FY 2016 
the combined assessed value of all taxable real and personal property in 
the City of North Adams decreased $2,834,788, from $712,068,051 to 
$709,233,263 a decrease of .039 %.

Overall, valuation changes to a class of property can be attributed to two 
factors; new growth and value adjustments. New growth in real property 
consists of value gained from new construction or remodeling while 
value adjustments come about as a result of statistical analysis of market 
conditions and property value trends.   

Respectfully submitted,
City of North Adams Board of Assessors
Ross A. Vivori, Chairman
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September 12, 2016 

To the Mayor and City Council 

The Annual Report of the Assessors’ Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 
is herewith submitted. 

Board of Assessors 

Ross A. Vivori, Chairman  
Gregory D. Betti 
Richard S. Taskin 

Total Amount to be Raised              $  41,775,649.39  
Total Estimated Receipts and other Revenue            $  26,043,592.75 
Net Amount to be Raised by Taxation                $  15,732,056.64 
Residential Property Valuation                                   $543,776,097.00 
Open Space Property Valuation                      0.00 
Commercial Property Valuation             $110,504,423.00 
Industrial Property Valuation              $  21,608,722.00   
Personal Property Valuation              $  33,344,021.00   
Residential Tax Rate               $                17.39 
Open Space Tax Rate             0.00 
Commercial Tax Rate                          $                37.93 
Industrial Tax Rate               $                37.93 
Personal Property Tax Rate              $                37.93 
Residential Levy               $    9,456,266.33 
Open Space Levy                        0.00 
Commercial Levy               $    4,191,432.76 
Industrial Levy                                                           $       819,618.83 
Personal Property Levy              $    1,264,738.72 
Total Taxes Levied on Property             $  15,732,056.64 
Real Property Tax               $  14,467,317.92 
Personal Property Tax               $    1,264,738.72 
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-2-

Appropriations               $38,877,109.75 
Overlay Deficits of Prior Years                    0.00  
Total Offsets                                  0.00 
Hoosac Water Quality Districts                    0.00 
Snow & Ice Deficit and Amount not provided for                  0.00 
State & County Charge              $  2,346,168.00 
Overlay                           $     237,607.64    
Total Estimated Receipts from State             $18,675,740.00 
Local Estimated Receipts              $  7,060,600.00 
Free Cash                $     140,822.00 
Revenue Sharing                      0.00 
Other Available Funds              $     166,430.75 
Other Revenue Sources to Reduce Tax Rate                   0.00 
Betterments added to Taxes                     0.00 
Water Liens added to Taxes              $     141,254.55 
Sewer Liens added to Taxes              $       69,468.98 
Demolition Liens added to Taxes             $     126,890.00 
I&E Penalties added to Taxes – 56              $       25,700.00 
Tax Rate Approved on 12-01-2015 

EXEMPTIONS

Number of Clause 22 Exemptions -- 52 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 22             $      20,800.00 

Number of Clause 22E Exemptions -- 23 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 22E                        $      23,000.00 

Number of Clause 17D Exemptions -- 72 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 17D                 $      12,600.00 

Number of Clause 41C Exemptions -- 46 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 41C                     $      22,750.00 

Number of Clause 37 Exemptions -- 23 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 37             $      10,062.50   

Number of Clause 18 Exemptions – 0             $               0.00 
Amount of monies abated under Clause 18     

Total dollar amount of exemptions granted                                       $     89,212.50 
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ABATEMENTS

Real Property

Number of Abatements Granted for Real Property Overvaluation – 38 
Number of Abatements Denied for Real Property Overvaluation --  13 

FY 2016 Real Property abated under Chapter 59/59 -- 35                         $37,082.96 
FY 2006 Real Property abated under Chapter 59/59 – 1          $  2995.63 
FY2005 Real Property abated under Chapter 59/59 – 1          $  1886.85 
FY2015 Real Property abated under Chapter 59/5 -- 1           $  1825.89  

Total dollar amount abated for Real Property Overvaluations                   $43,791.33 

Personal Property

Number of abatements granted for Personal Property Overvaluations – 18 
Number of abatements denied for Personal Property Overvaluation –    2 

FY2016 Fiscal Personal Property abated under Chapter 59/59 – 4             $34,718.85 
FY2004 – 2016 Fiscal Pers Property abated under Chapter 59/59 -13       $17,800.00 
FY2015 Fiscal Personal Property abated under Chapter 59/71 – 1             $     404.88                                      
FY2014 Fiscal Personal Property abated under Chapter 59/71 – 0          $        -0- 

Total dollar amount abated for Personal Property Overvaluations              $52,923.73      

Excise

Total number of Auto Excise Abatements Granted – 695 
Number of Excise Commitments through June 30, 2016 
 2016 -  4 2015 -   8    
Amount of money abated on 2016 Auto Excise            $32,034.01  
Amount of money abated on 2015 Auto Excise                                          $17,149.40 
Amount of money abated on 2014 Auto Excise                       $  1,514.36 
Amount of money abated on 2013 Auto Excise            $     864.08 
Amount of money abated on 2012 Auto Excise             $       47.50 
Amount of money abated on 2011 Auto Excise                                          $     110.00 
Amount of money abated on 2010 Auto Excise          15.63 

Total Dollar amount of Auto Excise Abatements                                        $51,734.98 
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REPORT OF THE PARKING CLERK

To the Honorable Mayor Richard J. Alcombright and City Council; I 
respectfully submit the activities of the Parking Clerk for the year ending June 
30, 2016.

COLLECTIONS

Parking / (Stickers)………………………………………$45,990.00

Registry of Motor Vehicles……………………………...$20,580.00

Fines Parking Tickets……………………………………$23,353.00

	 Total			                                    $89,923.00
	

TICKETS AND APPEALS

During the fiscal year over 1522 tickets were issued. Finally 139 appeals 
were heard and adjustments were made when justified. As in the past, I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the Mayor and 
the various department heads for their assistance in allowing the parking 
department to function smoothly and efficiently. I also want to thank my staff 
for their outstanding work in the Parking Department.

Respectfully submitted

Ross A. Vivori
Parking Clerk
Date: 9.30.16
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office of veteran’s services annual report

12 October 2016

To: The Honorable Mayor Richard Alcombright and Members of the City Council.

	 The North Adams Office of Veteran Services is directly responsible for 
providing veterans’ benefit assistance under Chapter 115 of the General Laws of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. This important need-based program leads the nation 
in delivering a measure of temporary relief from poverty and difficult financial situations 
many of our veterans face. Any veteran (or their dependent) within our community who 
is permanently disabled, homeless, unemployed, underemployed or suffering from the 

trauma of war and have nowhere else to turn should seek the Office of Veteran Services; 
many veterans and their families have been rescued from hunger and homelessness 
by the services provided by VSO Roy, who works closely with the Massachusetts 
Department of Veteran Services (DVS) in Boston to ensure the City is properly 

reimbursed for the expenses these amenities entail. Together with Assistant VSO Tina 
Samson, Veteran Services provides an immeasurable level of support and professional 

guidance to those who visit the office.

	 Veteran Services also assists veterans with filing federal claims through 
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). This intimidating process is 
extremely difficult to accomplish successfully; Veteran Services assists by acquiring 

the correct documentation, proper completion and works as a liaison between the 
veteran and the VA through DVS. Other services provided include - but are not limited 

to - educational/employment assistance, dependency and indemnity compensation, 
alcohol/drug rehabilitation, housing assistance, referrals, and close contact with funeral 
homes and cemeteries to ensure veterans’ graves are properly honored.  The Office of 
Veteran Services also serves as a depository for hundreds of thousands of documents 

and important records of historic value to the sons and daughters of The City of North 
Adams and surrounding communities.

	 VSO Roy maintains a very dynamic and flexible schedule, serving not only 
the City of North Adams but the Towns of Adams, Williamstown, Clarksburg, Florida 

and Savoy. The VSO often makes special appointments and house calls to the sick, 
bedridden, elderly, or those who cannot easily travel to City Hall. VSO Roy also makes 
frequent duty calls to hospitals and skilled nursing/assisted living facilities in the area to 

help our most vulnerable veterans in their time of need.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________

Stephen R. Roy
Veteran Service Officer
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REPORT OF THE city CLERK

Report of the City Clerk 

To His Honor the Mayor and the City Council: 

 I respectfully submit herewith reports of the various activities of the office of the City Clerk 
for the year ending June 30, 2016. 

 The following is a list of the licenses issued through this office:

Licenses

                     
                      Dog  Licenses

Male                           73 
Female                            30 
Spayed Female                         414 
Neutered Male                                       363 
4 Dog Kennel                                0 
10 Dog Kennel               0 
Transfer                                 0 
Late Fees               9  
Duplicate Dog Tags              3 
                 __________ 
             883 

                           

Taxicab Licenses

Drivers            46 
Owner Operators             6 
Taxi Amendments           3 
Temporary Taxi           10 
                      _______ 

                65                                              

                                                                   
Gasoline and Inflammable Fluid Licenses

Renewals               38 
New                     0 
           _______ 
                  38 
                          

Junk Licenses

Shop                0 
Collector               1 
Second Hand Dealers                                            7 
            _______ 
                            8  
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Miscellaneous Licenses and Permits

Billiard License             0 
Bowling Alley License             2 
Raffle and Bazaar Permit           2 
Transient Vendor                      0 
 Hawkers & Peddlers          27 
           _______ 
            31 

                 

Mayor's Licenses

Carnival License                         0 
Circus License            0                
Sunday Licenses                    9 
Theatre License             0   
           _______ 
                 9 
             
                                

Total number of licenses issued:                          1034 
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The following papers were recorded or filed: 

Attachments (Bulky)       0 
Burial Lot Deeds     11 
Certified Copy of Burial Deeds       4 
Business Certificates     57 
Certified Copy of a  Business Certificates     59 
Discontinuance of Business Certificates       3 
Physician’s Certificates       0   

The total of FORTY-ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIX ($40,106) was taken in 
during the year and disbursed to the City Treasurer’s Office. 
                                                                                                                TOTAL $40,106 

VITAL STATISTICS

Marriage Intentions filed         68 
Marriages    60 
Births   121 
Deaths, Residents   168 
Deaths, Non Residents     20 

Certified copies of all records were sent to the Department of Public Health in Boston 
and copies of records of non-residents were sent to their respective resident City or 
Town Clerk. 

MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS ISSUED

 The following  records were issued to the general public, organizations and 
government agencies during the year. 

Annual Reports       2 
Birth Abstracts   508 
Certified Births  1193 
Certified Deaths    570 
Marriage Abstracts      46 
Certified Marriages     227 
Affidavit & Corrections        1 
Voter Certificates        2 
Misc. Certified Copies         8 
Board of Appeals Certification        0 
Planning Board Certification      27 
Misc. Copies of Records  (Maps, Ordinance Books/Supplements, Zoning Books etc.)       76 
Genealogical research        6 
Homestead Act, recording        0 
Non Criminal Fines Paid        5 
Certified Copy of Pole Location        0 
Mobilehome Rent Fee                                                          0 
CD                                                            11 
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CITY COUNCIL

The records of the City Council were attested, recorded and filed as required by law.  The City 
Council held the following meetings in the 2015-2016 fiscal year: 

 24 Regular 
             1 Joint Public Hearing    
                     
Papers were prepared for all meetings, copies of papers pertaining to various committees were 
distributed to all City Councillors.  The City Council acted on 152 papers in addition to 26 licenses in 
the various categories during the year. 

           

BOARD OF REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

The Board of Registrars of Voters assisted the City Clerk in conducting the City Prelimanary 
Election, September 22, 2015, the City Election, November 3, 2015 and the Presidential Primary 
Election, March 1, 2016.  The Board conducted the required voter registration before each election.

Currently there are  8878 persons registered to vote in the City, 2989 are registered with the 
Democratic Party, 616  with the Republican Party, 19 with the Green Rainbow, 5165 with no party 
affiliation,  1 with the Conservative Party, 1 in the Interdependent Party, 1 in the Socialist Party and 
28 in the Libertarian Party.

The members of the Board  of Registrars are Chairman Elizabeth DiLego, Marilyn DeRosa, Mary 
Ann Caproni and Marilyn Gomeau, the Board's Clerk.

The Board, through the Office of the City Clerk, conducted the annual street listing of residents 
residing in the City as of January 1, 2016.    The official  population for the year was determined to 
be 12,967representing an decrease of 13 persons over the prior year's figure.  The on-campus student 
population for the Massachusetts College of  Liberal Arts, was reported to be 666 students, a 
increase of 1 over the prior year.

This concludes the report of the City Clerk for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 and the One 
Hundred and Ninety-third annual report of the City Clerk's Office since the City's incorporation in 
1895.

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Marilyn Gomeau 
       City Clerk 
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REPORT OF THE city solicitor
	 During the past year, I have provided comprehensive legal services to the City 
of North Adams. 

This year will mark the thirty fourth year that I have been privileged to provide legal 
services to the City of North Adams. The office of City Solicitor, rich in tradition, 
continues to play an important and unique role in our City’s governance structure, 
providing advice to the Mayor, the City Council and our city boards and commissions 
on a wide variety of matters. 

The City Solicitor is the City’s lawyer, and the office’s tasks are well enumerated under 
our Commonwealth’s statutes and the City’s ordinances. Our mission is simple and 
single-minded: to provide the highest quality of legal services to the City of North 
Adams.

I want to express my sincere appreciation to Mayor Alcombright, his administrative 
assistant Rosemari Dickinson, department heads and staff members, the City Council, 
and the City Clerk, Marilyn Gomeau for their assistance and cooperation in helping 
us carry out these responsibilities. North Adams is fortunate to have leaders and 
employees dedicated to public service who perform their duties with personal honor 
and a high level of professionalism.  I acknowledge the cooperation of these fine 
public servants who, throughout the year, have made my job easier and our work, more 
productive. I could not effectively do my job without their input and help.

In summary, during the past year I have again issued legal opinions to the Mayor, 
City Council, Department Heads and Chairpersons of Boards and, in concert with 
the Mayor, participated in drafting City Council Orders when requested, reviewed 
City Council papers, and otherwise worked with City Council Committees, including 
attendance at their meetings when requested, and informally consulted with the Mayor 
and Department Heads on a variety of issues.  

I have routinely reviewed all City contracts from matters pertaining to community 
development to matters before the School Committee, including collective bargaining 
agreements.  I have also participated with the Mayor in many meetings with 
prospective developers and have spent a great portion of my time on matters pertaining 
to community and economic development.

I am honored and privileged to serve as the City of North Adams’ lawyer. I look 
forward to next year’s challenges and pledge to continue to provide the City and its 
residents the highest quality legal services.

Very truly yours,

John B. DeRosa
City Solicitor 
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department of public services report
To His Honor the Mayor and Members of the City Council:

I hereby submit the FY-16 Annual Report of the Department of Public Services for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2016.

CEMETERY DEPARTMENT

See Attached Report

 I would like to congratulate Paul Arabia on his retirement after 30 years of service to 
the City of North Adams. 

WATER DIVISION

During the fiscal year  the Water Department responded to 25 water main breaks, 29 
water service repairs, 5 new hydrants installed, and 5 hydrants repaired. 90 water 
meters were repaired or replaced The annual hydrant flushing was performed along 
with the daily maintenance of the reservoirs and water tanks. 

I would like to congratulate  Donald Rounds on his retirement, from his over 30 years 
of service to the City of North Adams.  

WATER TREATMENT FACILITY

The treatment facility produced 672 million gallons of drinking water and was in 100% 
compliance during the FY-16.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION

Many improvements were made to the Noel field complex , the DiSanti bathhouse was 
completely renovated.Joe Wolfe Field was regraded. Landscaping around Joe Wolfe 
field was replaced. ADA Improvements were completed at the Alcombright complex.  
Parks & Recs dept constructed new picnic tables for Historic Valley Campground. A 
new Sand Volley Ball court was constructed near the consession building at Windsor 
lake, many thanks to the highway dept. for their help with this project. Many thanks to 
Berkshire County Construction for the donation of the sand for the Volley ball court.
I would like to congratulate Robert (Brad) Columbus on his retirement, from his over 
30 years service to the City of North Adams. 
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TRANSFER STATION

MSW		  6835  tons
GLASS		  121  tons
PAPER		  202  tons
Also, 4300cu yds of brush and trees were ground down to mulch

HIGHWAY DIVISION

	 This past winter season saw approximately 13 inches of snow and mixed 
precipitation.

1.	 Supervised all line painting.
2.	 Erected and replaced street signage.
3.	 Streets swept during the season.
4.	 Maintained all four sewer pumping stations.
5.	 Maintained storm drains and ditches.
6.	 Kept all flood control areas well groomed and cleaned.
7.	 Preserved streets as needed with 310 tons of bituminous concrete(black top).
8.	 Tub grinding of approximately 4500 Cu. yds of brush and trees at the city 	
	 Transfer Station.
9.	 Assisted with the blacktop portions of Pattison Road. A total of 1876 tons of 	
	 bituminous concrete (black top) was used for these projects..
10.	 Snow storm callouts 11.
11.	 Plowed and sanded all city streets as needed. Approximately 1530+ tons of 	
	 salt and 477 tons of sand were used.
12.	 Unclogged 54 sewer mains.
13.	 Replaced 60 ft of  24 in storm main on Cliff Street.
14.	 Assisted with City road and athletic projects during this time frame.
15.	 Repaired 62 manholes and catch basins.

I would like to thank Paul Markland and the employees of the Public Services 
departments for their hard work and dedication to the citizens of the City of  North 
Adams.							     
								      
	

Respectfully Submitted:

Timothy H. Lescarbeau
Commissioner of Public Services
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 Report of the Cemetery Department

 His Honor Mayor Alcombright & 
 Members of the City Council 

  We are submitting herewith the Annual Report of the Cemetery 
Department from  July 1, 2015  to June 30, 2016. 

Burials at Southview and Hillside Cemeteries

 Adults   Southview  86 

 Adults   Hillside      0 

 Infants   Southview     0 

 Cremains  Southview   77 

 Cremains  Hillside        

      Total  163 

Lots sold in Southview Cemetery

Single Graves   6 
2-Grave Lots   10 
3-Grave Lots    
4-Grave Lots    
8-Grave Lots      
6-Grave Lots    
12-Grave Lots   

      Total   16 

    Respectfully submitted, 
    Paul Markland, Director Public Services 
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fire division report
I hereby submit the annual report of the Fire Division for Fiscal Year 2016 for your 
approval.

Year in Review:

The Fire Department continues to provide a dedicated and professional service to the 
citizens of North Adams.

The Fire Department responded to one thousand one hundred and thirty-nine calls for 
service throughout the year. Calls for service range from building fires to fire alarm 
activations to water calls. 

On August 12, 2015 Colin B. Boucher was appointed Permanent Firefighter.

In July Director Meranti was presented the 2015 Massachusetts Emergency Manager 
of the Year Award at a ceremony held at the MEMA Regional Operations Center in 
Agawam. Meranti was recommended for the Award by MEMA Director Kurt Schwartz. 
This award is given annually to a manager that exemplifies leadership and enhances the 
field of emergency management.

In September the executive members of the Northern Berkshire Regional Emergency 
Planning Committee received the 2015 FEMA Community Preparedness Heroes Award 
at a ceremony in Washington DC. Attending the event were Director Meranti, Police 
Director Michael Cozzaglio, North Adams Ambulance Chief John Meaney, Assistant 
Chief Amalio Jusino, REPC Chairman Joe Charon and Berkshire County Sheriff’s Office 
Lt. Col. Thomas Grady. This is a national award and was given in recognition of “service 
to the whole community”.

Firefighter Colin B. Boucher is assigned to work with Firefighter Shaun Hayden at the 
ROPES camp.

On June 27, 2016 Firefighter Michael P. Sherman was sworn in as Fire Lieutenant by 
Mayor Alcombright.

Major Incidents:

7/3/15	    Building fire		  49 Hall St.
8/26/15	    Building Fire		  16 North St.
9/19/15	    Hazmat 		  MCLA Berkshire Towers
10/3/15	    Building Fire		  119 Brayton Hill Ter.
10/14/15   Building Fire		  193 Corinth St.
10/17/15	   Building Fire		  222 Furnace St.
10/23/15	   Building Fire 		  150 Ashland St.
10/29/15	   Building Fire		  189 Beaver St.
12/14/15	   Building Fire		  82 East Quincy St.
6/3/16	    Building Fire 		  78 Park St. Adams
6/19/16	    Hiker Rescue		  Mt Greylock	
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Large Loss Fires:

On October 3, 2015 we were dispatched for alarms activated and possible smoke 
coming from 2nd floor of units 119-121 Brayton Hill Terrace. Engine 3 and Engine 1 
under the direction of Lieutenant Joseph Beverly responded. In route we were notified 
of additional calls and a confirmed fire. Lt. Beverly called for an all call. Upon arrival 
we were met by many residents of the complex who reported that a woman and child 
were still inside the 2nd floor apartment. E1 made a 4” supply from hydrant and we used 
a 1 3/4” Pre-connect. We made access to the 2nd floor and extinguished the fire while 
searching for people in the three upstairs rooms. No one located in the apartment. The 
Fire Director arrived on scene and assumed command. He called for the NAPD and 
State Fire Marshal’s office to investigate. It took approx. 10 minutes to have the fire 
under control. Wire and Alarm were called to disconnect the power to the apartment. We 
checked the other units to make sure no CO or smoke had got into them. The residents 
were allowed to return to their apartments. Fire watch remained on scene until after the 
cause and origin investigation was completed. Smoke and Fire damage throughout. 

On November 17, 2015 Engine 3 and Engine 1 responded to a reported structure fire at 
102 Furnace St. In route NAPD confirmed a working fire in a multifamily building at 
222 Furnace St. Act. Lt Goodson called for an All Call. Upon arrival there was heavy 
fire on the exterior of side C with extension to the second floor left apartment. Engine 3 
stretched a line to the second floor and began extinguishment. Engine 1 set up a supply 
line off of Engine 3 from a hydrant on Walnut St. Car 1 arrived on scene and assumed 
command. Director Meranti and FF Jason Garner conducted a primary search of the 
apartment on the first floor right with no occupants present. Observed fire through the 
roof in the center of the building and called for a defensive operation. Engine 2 was 
set up on Francis St. with a supply off a hydrant on Francis St.and Ladder 2 was set up 
at the A-B corner with Engine 1 supplying it from a hydrant on Furnace St. Called for 
the Water Dept. because we were having water supply problems. Clarksburg Fire was 
requested for a cover assignment but was moved to the scene in case we needed to run 
a supply line from State St. North Adams Ambulance assisted with Rehab and the Red 
Cross was contacted to assist the occupants. A total of 4 people were displaced. Cause of 
the fire was determined to be improper disposal of smoking materials.

On December 14, 2015 Engine 1 and Engine 3 responded to a reported structure fire 
at 82 East Quincy Street. In route NAPD confirmed a working structure fire. Acting 
Lieutenant David Boucher called for an All Call. Upon arrival there was heavy fire 
on the exterior B side of the building and inside of the C side basement. Witnesses 
confirmed that nobody was living in the house. A supply line was made from the hydrant 
to Engine 1. Boucher ordered two pre-connect lines into service, one to the exterior B 
side of the building and the other to the C side basement. Car 1 arrived on scene and 
assumed command of the scene. Clarksburg Fire Department was called to respond to 
the station to cover the city and to the scene to supply air for our SCBA. North Adams 
Ambulance assisted with Rehab. Wire and Alarm, Berkshire Gas and National Grid on 
scene. The fire marshal was called in to investigate along with Director Meranti. Two 
firefighters remained on scene for fire watch.

Grants:
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In May of this year we were notified that we have been awarded an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) for new Turnout Gear in the amount of $22,158.00 with the 
Cities portion $1,107.00. This was written by Emergency Response Consulting. Funding 
from this grant will allow us to replace 11 sets of firefighter turnout gear that are over 10 
years old

The second grant that we received was the Massachusetts Emergency Management 
Agency EMPG grant in the amount of $3,220.00. This grant was used to purchase a 
positive pressure ventilation fan to be placed on the new Engine 1. This will give us a 
fan on E-1, E-2 and L-2.

In October we placed into service the new Engine 1 that was purchased with the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the category of Vehicle. The vehicle is manufactured 
by E-One and was purchased from Greenwood Fire Apparatus in North Attleboro MA. It 
is a custom pumper with 1500 gallon per minute pump, 750 gallon water tank, and 500 
horsepower Cummins motor with both Class A and B foam tanks. This is the new front 
line pumper. Engine 3 has moved to second with Engine 2 as double alarm. The former 
engine 1 was traded in.

Training:

All firefighters were trained on the operation of the new Engine 1 by a training 
representative of the manufacturer. This training is required to meet the AFG grant 
requirements. All firefighters also attended the MIIA sponsored Emergency Vehicle 
Operations training using the mobile simulator.

A considerable amount of time was spent on medical training this year. North Adams 
Ambulance service has provided this training at no cost to the department. Firefighters 
were trained on the use of Narcan and rescue breathing for overdose calls. We have seen 
an increase in this type of call and are working with NAAS and NAPD. Our medical 
calls have increase by 240 % over last year.

In addition to the daily training, other training consisted of Ice Water Rescue, 
snowmobile rescue, confined space, MDU set up and vehicle extrication. In the fall all 
firefighters attended the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy course on elevator rescue.

The Western Mass Regional Technical Rescue team training continues. We have four 
firefighters assigned to this team.
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Permits:

Fire Prevention and Education:

This year we joined with the Red Cross to install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
in single family homes of citizens of North Adams. This program does not have an age 
limit and allows firefighters and Red Cross personnel to go into the homes of citizens 
and talk fire safety while installing the detectors. We were able to visit nearly fifty 
homes to install detectors and talk fire safety. Most of the homes had no detectors or 
outdated detectors.

As part of the S.A.F.E. Student Awareness of Fire Education Grant, Firefighter/Educator 
John Marlowe visited all elementary schools to provide fire safety education to the 
students. The Berkshire County Fire Chiefs Association Fire Safe Trailer was used 
to demonstrate how to exit through a smoke filled room. Firefighter Matthew Davis 
successfully completed the Fire and Life Safety Educator Certification and is assisting 
Marlowe with the program.

Throughout the year we provided fire extinguisher training to businesses as well as 
students at McCann Technical High School, MCLA and for the first time, Mass MoCA.

written by Emergency Response Consulting. Funding from this grant will allow us to replace 11 sets of 
firefighter turnout gear that are over 10 years old 

The second grant that we received was the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency EMPG grant 
in the amount of $3,220.00. This grant was used to purchase a positive pressure ventilation fan to be 
placed on the new Engine 1. This will give us a fan on E-1, E-2 and L-2. 

In October we placed into service the new Engine 1 that was purchased with the Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant in the category of Vehicle. The vehicle is manufactured by E-One and was purchased from 
Greenwood Fire Apparatus in North Attleboro MA. It is a custom pumper with 1500 gallon per minute 
pump, 750 gallon water tank, and 500 horsepower Cummins motor with both Class A and B foam tanks. 
This is the new front line pumper. Engine 3 has moved to second with Engine 2 as double alarm. The 
former engine 1 was traded in. 

Training:

All firefighters were trained on the operation of the new Engine 1 by a training representative of the 
manufacturer. This training is required to meet the AFG grant requirements. All firefighters also attended 
the MIIA sponsored Emergency Vehicle Operations training using the mobile simulator. 

A considerable amount of time was spent on medical training this year. North Adams Ambulance service 
has provided this training at no cost to the department. Firefighters were trained on the use of Narcan and 
rescue breathing for overdose calls. We have seen an increase in this type of call and are working with 
NAAS and NAPD. Our medical calls have increase by 240 % over last year. 

In addition to the daily training, other training consisted of Ice Water Rescue, snowmobile rescue, 
confined space, MDU set up and vehicle extrication. In the fall all firefighters attended the Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy course on elevator rescue. 

The Western Mass Regional Technical Rescue team training continues. We have four firefighters 
assigned to this team. 

Permits:

Maintain Existing/New UST 

Facility (FP-290)[90] 

4 30

Alarm Systems[AS] 2 25

Flammables and Combustibles 

License [FL] 

1 10

Fuel Oil Storage[FO] 2 80

Fire Suppression[FS] 3 30

Fireworks[FW] 1 10

General Permit (FP 6)[G] 47 1220

INSTALLATION AND 

STORAGE OF PROPANE[LP] 

5 50

Oil Burning Equipment 

installation (527 CMR 4.00 Form 

1)[OB]

26 135

Process Hazardous Material 

Permit[PH] 

1 10

General Permit (FP 6)[VD] 2 25

Smoke Detectors and Carbon 

Monoxide Alarms (FP-7c)[SC] 

161 1610

Sprinkler Systems[SP] 3 30

Storage Tank Removal and 

Transportation to Disposal Yard 

(FP-292)[TR]

5 50

Tank Truck (FP 44)[TT] 0 0

Total Fees   $3,315.00 

Fire Prevention and Education: 

This year we joined with the Red Cross to install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in single family 
homes of citizens of North Adams. This program does not have an age limit and allows firefighters and 
Red Cross personnel to go into the homes of citizens and talk fire safety while installing the detectors. We 
were able to visit nearly fifty homes to install detectors and talk fire safety. Most of the homes had no 
detectors or outdated detectors. 

As part of the S.A.F.E. Student Awareness of Fire Education Grant, Firefighter/Educator John Marlowe 
visited all elementary schools to provide fire safety education to the students. The Berkshire County Fire 
Chiefs Association Fire Safe Trailer was used to demonstrate how to exit through a smoke filled room. 
Firefighter Matthew Davis successfully completed the Fire and Life Safety Educator Certification and is 
assisting Marlowe with the program. 

Throughout the year we provided fire extinguisher training to businesses as well as students at McCann 
Technical High School, MCLA and for the first time, Mass MoCA. 
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Recommendations:

Again I would like to see a firefighter assigned to Fire Prevention. Every year more fire 
prevention regulations are created increasing the workload on local fire departments. 
Assigning a firefighter for this duty would allow the department to provide a better more 
efficient service to the community. I would also like to increase the permit fees to a 
$25.00 minimum. I believe that we are the lowest in the state. A permit for an oil burner 
installation is only $5.00.

We must start thinking of replacing the ladder truck. This vehicle is a 1999 and is 
getting close to the end of its life expectancy. The replacement of this vehicle will cost 
approximately $1,000,000.00.

The Public Safety building is also in needed of major repairs or replacement. The 
roof leaks in many locations. The windows are in need of replacement. The boilers 
continually go out and must be reset. The electrical system should be upgraded. The 
water piping in the building is galvanized piping that is breaking down. Finally the 
building is not ADA compliant.

Conclusion:

In conclusion I would like to thank Mayor Richard J. Alcombright and his 
administration for their support throughout the year.

I would also like to thank the girls in the office, Ann Perry and Stacy Abuisi. I would be 
lost without their assistance.

We continue to work very closely with the members of the North Adams Police 
Department and North Adams Ambulance Service. We thank both organizations for 
their support and assistance throughout the year. I also appreciate the help given to us 
throughout the year by the Building and Health Departments and Department of Public 
Services. 

The Wire and Alarm Division under the direction of Michael Lescarbeau continues to be 
an asset to this department. He is always there when you need him.
 
Finally I would like to thank the officers and members of the North Adams Fire 
Department. These men are a group of dedicated and professional firefighters that serve 
this community with dignity and pride. I am extremely proud to be their leader.
					   
Respectfully Submitted,

Stephen A. Meranti
Fire Director
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ROSTER OF THE FIRE DIVISION
July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016

Director of Fire Division				                  Stephen A. Meranti

Lieutenant						      Joseph Beverly
Lieutenant						      John S. Paciorek
Lieutenant						      Michael P. Sherman
							       Appointed June 27, 2016

Firefighter						      Patrick J. Bradley 
Firefighter						      Peter Robare
Firefighter						      Scott A. Barbeau
Firefighter						      Alan Richer
Firefighter						      Michael Goodson
Firefighter						      David Boucher
Firefighter						      Jason Garner
Firefighter						      Gregory Lancto
Firefighter						      Matthew LaBonte
Firefighter						      Jeffrey Bleu
Firefighter						      Raymond King
Firefighter						      Juan Bolte
Firefighter						      Stefan Lamarre
Firefighter                                             		                Robert J. Patenaude
Firefighter						      John P. Marlowe
Firefighter						      Travys C. Rivers
Firefighter						      Michael P. Sherman	
	
Firefighter						      John L. Lancto
Firefighter						      Brent M. Lefebvre
Firefighter						      Matthew R. Davis
Firefighter						      Shaun F. Hayden
Firefighter						      Kevin Alicia
Firefighter						      Colin B. Boucher
							       Appointed August 12, 
2015

Senior Clerk and Stenographer			                  Ann S. Perry
Senior Clerk						      Stacy Abuisi

Permanent Reserve Firefighters

Tyler H. Bolte					      Appointed July 24, 2012
Casey C. Cooke				                   Appointed July 24, 2012
Brad A. Sacco					     Appointed July 24, 2012	
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Miranti
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building department report
To his Honor the Mayor and the members of the City Council:

I am herewith submitting the Annual Report from the Building Department for 
the fiscal year 2015 through 2016.

Gas and Plumbing Inspections:

A total of 65 plumbing permits and 115 gas-fitting permits were issued this fiscal 
year.  Several plumbing and gas-fitting inspections were conducted to ensure 
that all the work performed complies with the Massachusetts State Plumbing 
and Gas Fitting Codes. 

Building Department:

Renovations continue for the City of North Adams at the former Silvio O. Conte 
Middle School. In December, a temporary Certificate of Use and Occupancy 
was issued renaming the school to Colegrove Park Elementary School.

Moresi & Associates continues with the complete renovation of 22-30 Marshall 
Street including the former Mohawk Tavern, the former Gramercy Bistro and 
6 residential units. In June 2015, the Mohawk reopened with a temporary 
Certificate of Use & Occupancy and in February, Grazie (an Italian Restaurant) 
was issued a temporary Certificate of Use & Occupancy.  The project was 
completed in June of 2016 with Certificates of Use and Occupancy issued. 

Scarafoni Associates had several projects throughout the year. Beginning in 
August with interior alterations for the new NBCTV studio on Union Street.  A 
Certificate of Use and Occupancy was issued in February. Main Street properties 
were issued permits in December and March for the remodel of 85 Main 
Street, and the renovation of a few second floor offices. Certificate of Use and 
Occupancy were issued in September for these units. 

Greylock Works, formerly the Cariddi Mill on State Road was issued permits for 
the removal of interior partitions in August. In October, a permit was issued for 
interior renovations of the Weave Shed and Engine Room. Roof repairs began in 
December and ending the year in June, a permit was issued for sprinkler work. 

Mass Moca began the year in August with a permit for interior alterations to 
subdivide space on the second floor of Building #1. In September, a permit 
was issued for Building #6 for renovations to include galleries and museum. 
Also included with that permit for Building #8 were repairs to the structure, 
pedestrian bridge and new fire protection system. In January, work began to 
create the Bright Ideas Brewery in Building #1, which received a temporary 
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Certificate of Use and Occupancy in March. Work continued in January to 
Building #5 for fire protection and Building #6 and #8 for a renovation and 
sprinkler system reconfiguration. April, Building #1 was insulated.  Finishing 
off the year with a canopy installation at Building #11 in May.

Berkshire Medical Center, formerly North Adams Regional Hospital began 
in October with a year of several permits that include the demolition of third 
floor patient’s rooms, corridors, and first floor offices.  In November, a permit 
was issued for creating medical exams rooms, administrative offices, and 
Community Health Clinic. Roof repairs and renovations for the relocation of 
the laboratory began in March. The clinic was issued a Certificate of Use and 
Occupancy in March. 

The former Redwood Motel now owned by The Beyond Place LLC, began a 
complete remodel and installation of a roofing system in May with the project 
continuing.

VSH Realty Inc. applied for a building permit in August to construct a new 
4,738 sq. ft. Cumberland Farms on Mohawk Trail. After an extension was 
granted in January, work began and continues. 

Several blighted dwellings were demolished this year including properties at 
198-210 Houghton Street, 298 Cliff Street and 145 Cliff Street.

During the past year, we have been quite busy with all the inspections 
throughout the city.  Along with issuing Building Permits, performing periodical 
inspections, issuing Certificates of Use and Occupancy and Certificates of 
Inspection, I oversee the building maintenance of city properties.  These 
properties include City Hall, Windsor Mill, Heritage State Park, Peter Foote 
Skating Rink, Mary Spitzer Center, Mohawk Theater, Public Library, Armory, 
Historic Valley Campground. Windsor Lake and the former Notre Dame 
Church. I would like to thank our hard working maintenance team, Michael 
Cirullo, Rick O’Rell, Nicholas Berasi, Michael Sullivan, Foster Lewis and 
Norman Rolnick (Plumbing & Gas Inspector).  We have developed a good and 
successful Maintenance Department within the Inspection Services Department. 

Inspection Services strives to make the community a better place.

Melissa Martin, Administrative Assistant
James O’Brien, Director of Health
William E. Meranti, Director of Inspection Services / Building Inspector
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Building Department generated an estimated income of $105,190.00 as outlined: 

BUILDING & MISC. PERMITS     $   88,169.00  
GAS PERMITS       $     4,635.00  
PLUMBING PERMITS      $     4,165.00  
CERTIFICATES OF INSPECTION / 304 INSPECTIONS  $     5,100.00 
CERTIFICATES OF USE & OCCUPANCY   $     1,325.00 
DEMOLITION       $     1,241.00     
WOOD STOVES / PELLET STOVES / COAL   $        180.00      
VACANT / FORECLOSED PROPERTIES    $        375.00     

The Office of the Inspector of Buildings issued 409 permits with an estimated value of  
$27,996,642 with permit fees estimated at $ 89,410.00 as outlined: 

ADDITIONS      4  $ 80,500 

BUILDING (Misc)     4  $ 43,000 

CHIMNEY      7  $ 17,950 

CITY                3  $ 454,840 

CONVERSION (Residential)    2  $ 2,500 

DECKS      13  $ 72,400 

DEMO       13  N/A 

FOUNDATION     3  $ 23,900 

GARAGE      6  $ 81,125 

INSULATION      32  $ 441,925 

MECHANICAL     1  $ 36,700 

MASS MOCA      9  $ 20,049,518 

NEW CONSTRUCTION COMMERCIAL  1  $745,000  

NORTH ADAMS HOUSING AUTHORITY 1  $ 182,700 

N ADAMS REGIONAL HOSPITAL  / BMC 9  $2,005,675 

POOLS      4  $ 48,100 

PORCHES      17  $ 70,198 
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RENOVATION INDUSTRIAL   8  $ 678,200 

RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION   28  $ 574,792 

REPLACEMENT SIDING    10  $ 117,469 

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS   23  $ 156,776 

ROOFS      70  $ 459,413 

REPAIR / REPLACE COMMERCIAL  18  $ 476,240 

REPAIR / REPLACE RESIDENTIAL  31  $ 209,805 

RETAINING WALL     1  $ 3,700 

SIGNS       13  $ 21,050 

SHEDS      10  $ 17,500 

SHEET METAL     9  N/A 

SOLAR      51  $ 875,416 

SUNROOM      1  $ 38,000 

TEMPORARY     5  N/A 

TRENCH      1  N/A 

URBAN RENEWAL     1  $ 12,250 

(Certificates of Inspections)                24  

(304 Inspections)                  29 
            
(Certificates of Use and Occupancy)               19 

           
(Vacant or Foreclosed Properties)      24         

                 
Respectfully submitted, 

William E. Meranti 
Inspector of Buildings
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            Sealed 105 scales. Unsealed scales 3. Fees demanded $1,620.00 

                   
            Balanced 3 Apothecary scales, fees demanded $45.00. Balanced 12 
            Apothecary weights, fees demanded $24.00. 
                                 
                    
            Verified 78 scanners, fees demanded $975.00
                                             

            Gasoline Pumps sealed 84, fees demanded $1,680.00.

                                           
            Reverse vending machines 11, fees demanded $275.00. 
  

           Coin redemption machines 4, fees demanded $100.00.                     
                                                                      
                                         
           Hawkers’ and Peddlers’, 22 vendors @ $30.00. Fees collected $660.00

	 Respectfully Submitted
	 Mark Vadnais
	 Sealer of Weights & Measures
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To the Honorable Mayor Richard J. Alcombright and the Honorable Members of 
the City Council:

The Office of Community Development (OCD) continues to be the lead agency 
in the planning and development on a myriad of community-based projects.  
The OCD saw the initiation of many new projects, along with the completion of 
others during the 2015-2016 fiscal period.  All initiatives and projects have now, 
and will continue to be, formidably linked to the city’s comprehensive master 
plan, “North Adams-Vision-2030.”

The OCD received another $825,000 in grant funds from the CDBG Mini-
Entitlement Program of the Department of Housing & Community Development 
(DHCD) for its 2016 grant term.  Featured projects will be an eleventh phase of 
work at the armory facility that is earmarked it next major parking lot segment 
that will include additional landscaping and signage, as it continues with its 
transformation into a new community youth center.  Another modest social 
service’s campaign is also on tap in which to award funds to five area agencies, 
which will be the fifth consecutive year on this endeavor with great assistance 
being given by the Human Services Commission.  New demolition work on 
unsafe buildings is yet another awarded activity as the city continues to fight 
slum and blight.  A small planning project is also slated for more updating work 
to the local historical inventory as areas that were once not eligible are now 
eligible for review.  Lastly, a significant piece of the new funding will be used to 
help build the city’s first-ever skateboard park that will be integrated to the Noel 
Field Athletic Complex.

The OCD continued to implement all projects within its $825,000 FY’15 CDBG 
grant year.  A tenth phase of work at the armory facility saw a very successful 
parking lot installation project, something that was very much needed. Other 
interior work also continued to the interior grade level spaces.  Five social 
service agencies were also funded allowing them to provide their respective 
services for the benefit of low income persons.  Guidance was continued to be 
provided by the Human Services Commission on this effort.  A final project was 
the securing of an architectural access barrier removal identification study for 
the Public Safety Building in order to determine needed ADA compliance work.

The OCD closed out its $900,000 FY’14 Mini-Entitlement Program grant year.  
Successful projects were centered upon the completion of more interior work 
on the “Armory Building Reuse Improvements”, six more dilapidated buildings 
being razed, small grants being provided to five social service agencies, along 
with the completion of three key planning projects.  Those planning projects 
featured the city’s first-ever 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan that was prepared 
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by the Collins Institute at UMass Boston that was presented to the City Council.  
Architectural investigative analysis and design work was also conducted on 
the Spitzer Senior in its quest to identify future capital improvement needs.  
Lastly, Historical Inventory Update Work and Reuse of Mills & Churches were 
conducted.  Two bouts of updated work to the local historical inventory was 
accomplished, as well as a more formidable adaptive reuse strategic study on 
remaining underutilized and vacant mills and churches within the community.

In order to supplement the new skateboard park installation as aforementioned, 
the city continued to manage and implement its FY’16 PARC program 
(Parkland Acquisitions & Renovations for Communities Program).  This was 
for a $400,000 grant in which to supplement the earmark of CDBG funds in 
which to cover the construction of the new venue.  As a major follow up to this 
park segment, the city submitted another $400,000 grant application to PARC’s 
FY’17 grant cycle in order to install this area’s next key recreational piece, that 
being a new spray park, which will hopefully be awarded in late 2016.

The OCD also closed out a $20,000 grant project that was centered upon more 
updating to the local inventory of historically significant buildings, sites and 
areas.  The city had received a $10,000 grant from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission (MHC) from its FY’15 grant round that was matched with $10,000 
from the City’s FY’14 CDBG grant round.  The final report was submitted to 
MHC pursuant to their guidelines.  The effort was heavily coordinated with 
the North Adams Historical Commission who oversaw the content and scope 
of work, and continues to work upon further updating to the local inventory as 
its creation was done in the late 1970s, yet so much has changed and therefore 
historical preservation efforts need to keep up.  The MHC grants will continue 
to the looked to by the local commission.

This year the OCD submitted two new sizable grant applications to the FY’16 
MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Program.  One is centered upon substantial 
parking lot improvements to the Greylock Work’s adaptive reuse mill project 
on State Road that is pegged at $3.4 M, that will also leverage brownfield 
remediation work.  The other is a $5.43 M grant application that will hopefully 
secure needed financing for the next phase of work at the Heritage State Park 
that will focus upon the creation of the extreme model train railway museum and 
other accompanying venues.  Other correlating work by the city continues to be 
the integration of the Ashuwillticook Bike Path with a future expansion into and 
through the park.  This work is seen as taking place over the next several years 
that will provide a formidable link the downtown and into and through the Mass 
MoCA campus.

In order to help assist with the future long term governance and oversight of the 
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Heritage State Park, the City took advantage of the State’s new “Community 
Compact” (CC) program.  A $20,000 grant was awarded that will allow the 
in-depth review and updating of the local Urban Renewal Plan.  A “SWOT” 
approach will be undertaken (strengths, weakness, opportunities and threats) 
as the main focus is to try to help improve the Urban Renewal Zones as well 
as providing for improved long term maintenance and operation of park.  This 
work is now under way and the city is working with a professional consulting 
group on this venture.

The OCD also continued to manage the $98,900 grant from the US Department 
of Agriculture’s “Local Food Promotion Program.”  These grants funds are part 
of the adaptive reuse project that is on-going at the former Greylock Mill on 
State Road.  The private renovation of massive interior space along with these 
grant moneys are slated to leverage new craft food makers and retailers, just one 
small piece in the building’s overall total renovation.

The city continued to work upon its $20,000 grant from the Attorney General’s 
“Distressed Properties Inventory Program” that is about local and state 
governmental sectors working together to help get bank-foreclosed residential 
properties resold to the private sector.  The first two years was a joint campaign 
worked upon with the Town of Adams with support provided by the BRPC.  
However, the city signed on for a sole two-year extension that will bring the 
efforts through 2017.

Continued work with the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) 
was also sustained in key areas.  The city continues to be a formal member of 
their Brownfields Committee, as the rejuvenation of county-wide contaminated 
sites for future economic development and growth continue to be a high priority.  
The BRPC continues to work with the federal Environmental Protection Agency 
and the state Department of Environmental Protection on potential sources of 
funding for brownfield assessment work as well as remediation efforts.  The city 
also continues to have formal representation on the BRPC’s Comprehensive 
Economic Development Study (CEDS), which has been approved by the federal 
Economic Development Administration (EDA).  Work upon the study’s annual 
update report continued throughout this past year.  Keeping an updated plan 
allows continued access to new federal grant funds in which to build economic 
development projects throughout the county.  The OCD also provides assistance 
to the Office of the Mayor with representation on the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) group, a major transportation board as overseen by the 
BRPC.  Major roadway construction projects, as well as regional public transit 
and bike path planning and expansion, are typically borne out of the MPO.

The OCD also continued their work with the BRPC through their “District 
Local Training Assistance” (DLTA) grants.  One project is centered upon the 

office of community development report
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overview and updating of the local zoning ordinances, as it is important that 
the city’s new comprehensive master plan work in tandem with modern-day 
zoning regulations.  The first wave of changes from this work accomplished 
the removal of antiquated zoning definitions and the updating of its use table.  
Continued work was also started upon the review and updating on the Site Plan 
Review, Special Permit and Right-of-Use processes.  Future work will seek to 
update in the areas of solar array installations, windmills, medical marijuana use 
and assemblage, and adult entertainment.  The other DLTA project saw work 
continue for the creation of a regional “Economic Development District” as the 
communities within Berkshire County seek to solidify its economic prowess 
to gain access for economic development funding from the federal Economic 
Development Administration.

The OCD received its final report on a $10,000 project for the visionary 
repositioning and upgrading of the Ashland Street corridor that was funded by 
the FY’15 Massachusetts Downtown Initiative.  This $10,000 grant focused 
upon improved streetscape design initiatives in order to create better linkage 
between the downtown and the Mass College of Liberal Arts (MCLA).  The 
project identified four key segments of the street with various and diverse 
improvements for each.  The next step would be to secure likely sources of 
grant funding, such as the CDBG program in which to construct the various 
streetscapes that would be done in a phased format over the next few years.

The OCD continued to administer the Purchase & Rehab Program and the Get 
The Lead Out Program with funding provided by MassHousing, and continued 
to act as a conduit for their Home Improvement Loan and Septic Repair 
Programs.  Within the vast array of MassHousing programs, lead abatement 
work continues to be the most widely utilized, whereby the program embarked 
upon a very sizable residential lead abatement project.  The OCD has also acted 
as a referral service with the USDA’s Rural Housing, in an effort to recruit 
eligible elder homeowners to their various home improvement programs.

The OCD has continued to work upon the expansion of the Ashuwillticook Bike 
Path.  As the Town of Adams finally went under construction with its next leg 
from their new terminus on Hoosac Street to Lime Street, both municipalities 
have continued to work with its consultant on the next piece that would bring 
it from Lime Street northerly to Hodges Cross Road on or near the McCann 
Technical High School.  The city has also continued to work with the Town 
of Williamstown on their piece that will run southerly to the former Spruces 
Village on Route 2, with a continuation planned for getting into North Adams 
to and through the municipal airport.  All bike path planning continues to be 
strongly supported by the BRPC.

office of community development report
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The OCD, in conjunction with the Assessor, Building and Administrative Officer 
departments, have rekindled efforts in the areas of energy and transportation.  
New efforts were started on the pursuit in becoming a designated “Green 
Community” along with the adoption in having a “Complete Street’s” policy.
 

The OCD assisted the Berkshire Scenic Rail’s “Hoosac Valley Rail Service” 
between the Town of Adams and North Adams.  Coordination with the city’s 
DPW allowed for a siding installation where the rail cars are stored and worked 
upon, and more importantly, this year the new rail service opened up for its 
first rides and will continue to expand their venue with other holiday and event 
theme rides.

The OCD has also continued to remain as the lead contact agency with the 
Massachusetts Commission against Discrimination (MCAD).  The city’s Fair 
Housing Commission has continued to implement and monitor the city’s Fair 
Housing Plan in concert with MCAD.  For the past three years, the Fair Housing 
Commission presence has been sent to the annual Fair Housing & Civil Rights’ 
Conference that is held annually in Springfield, MA each April.

The OCD continues to serve as the municipal consultant to the Community 
& Economic Development Advisory Board, Historical Commission, 
Redevelopment Authority, Planning and Zoning Boards.  It has also continued to 
manage and market the Windsor Mill and the Heritage State Park.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael F. Nuvallie, Director
Office of Community Development

office of community development report
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report of the planning board

To The Honorable Richard Alcombright:

	 The North Adams Planning Board conducted thirty seven Public 
Hearings and twelve regular meetings during the July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 

fiscal year. The Board reviewed a total of 40 applications as follows:

	 38 applications for Site Plan Approval/special permits
	   2 applications for Subdivision Approval not required

The 40 applications for special permits were reviewed and disposed of as 
follows:

• Twenty nine applications for a change of use were granted with conditions
• Five applications for new construction were granted with conditions

• Four applications for a change of ownership were granted with conditions
• Two applications were withdrawn without prejudice

   
Two Form A applications were reviewed and approved.

This year the Planning Board reviewed the applications for new restaurants as 
well as new retail businesses and new construction projects in the City.  The 
Planning Board reviewed plans submitted by Greylock Works for the former 

Cariddi Mill located in the west end of the City. The mill was formerly used as 
a textile mill and aluminum finishing business. The applicants plan to renovate 
the building into a mixed use building with craft and food businesses as well as 
assembly space in the first phase of renovation. Also in the west end of the City 
the Planning Board reviewed plans for renovation and new construction at the 

former Redwood Motel site. The applicants plan to construct new lodging space 
and integrate the property with the Hoosac River just to the north of the property 

to bring guests closer to this valuable natural resource. In January of 2016 the 
Planning Board working with the Office of Community Development Director 
Michael Nuvallie, William Meranti, Building Inspector and Brian Domina of 
the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission updated and revised the City of 
North Adams Zoning Ordinance. As always the Planning Board continues to 

give a great deal of attention to improving signage throughout the City as well 
as improving landscaping and entrance corridors. 

Annual elections were held at the February 8, 2016 meeting. Michael Leary was 
elected Chairman of the Board and Paul Hopkins was elected Vice-Chairman. 

Kyle Hanlon was elected as the representative to the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Committee.
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The Planning Board remains in contact with other City Boards and City Offices 
that have been very helpful with their knowledge regarding many of the cases 

which appear before the Planning Board.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the
North Adams Planning Board

Michael Leary, Chairman
BOARD MEMBERS – 2016 
Michael Leary, Paul Hopkins
Kyle Hanlon, Paul Senecal

Brian Miksic, Joanne DeRose
 Lynette Bond, Robert Burdick

Jay Walsh

report of the planning board
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report of the zoning board of appeals

To The Honorable Richard Alcombright:

	 The North Adams Zoning Board of Appeals conducted three Public 
Hearings and four Regular Meetings during the July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 

fiscal year for variances and special permits as follows:

• One special permit was granted for abandonment 
of a non-conforming use for retail

• One special permit was granted for an off-site sign 
• One special permit was granted for the construction of two billboards

The Zoning Board held its annual elections at the January 25, 2016 meeting 
and voted to elect Donald Pecor, Jr., as Chairperson, Ross Jacobs as Vice-

Chairperson and Peter Milanesi as Clerk.

Mark Parsons who had been a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
for many years resigned his position in April 2016 to re-locate. The Board 

appreciates his many years of dedication and hard work.

The Zoning Board is available to review any issues or concerns of other Boards 
or department heads and is available to share information that may be helpful in 

that regard.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the
North Adams Zoning Board of Appeals

			       Peter Milanesi, Clerk

BOARD MEMBERS – 2015
Donald Pecor, Jr. 

Peter Milanesi
Paul DiLego, Jr.

Ross Jacobs
Mark Parsons

Gregory Roach (Alternate)
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report of the redevelopment authority

				          
To The Honorable Richard Alcombright and Honorable Members of the 
City Council:

The North Adams Redevelopment Authority (NARA) exists to facili-
tate economic development in the City of North Adams’ Urban Renewal 
Areas (URA), while living up to the existing zoning requirements for the 
City’s other development projects.

The NARA works to ensure that for its projects, integration takes place 
between the Mayor’s Office and all City Departments, Boards and Com-
missions.

During the past year, July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016 the NARA reviewed 
and approved plans for various signs and businesses located in the L-
Shape Mall on Main Street and American Legion Drive as well as in-
volvement in future plans and development for the Western Gateway 
Heritage State Park.

Members of the North Adams Redevelopment Authority included Paul 
Hopkins, Chairperson, Michael Leary and Kyle Hanlon. 

Respectfully submitted,  
			                                               
Paul Hopkins, Chairperson 
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report of the license board

October 20, 2016

Honorable Mayor Richard Alcombright:

	 The following is a report of the activities by the North Adams License 
Board covering the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016.

5		  Administrative Fee		
15		  Entertainment Licenses		
25		  One Day Licenses			 
25		  Common Victuallers		
115		  Amusement Licenses		
5		  All Alcohol GOP			 
16		  All Alcohol Restaurant				  
5		  All Alcohol Club			 
4		  All Alcohol Package Store	
3		  Beer & Wine Restaurant		
2                        Beer & Wine Package
1		  Pouring Permit		
15		  Automobile class 1-2-3		
	
		
Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey Polucci, Chairman
Rosemari Dickinson
Peter Breen				  



116



117

report of the board of health

ORGANIZATION

REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH

Chairperson				    Brendan Bullett	

Board Member			   John Meaney

Board Member			   Kevin Lamb

Director of Health			   James O’Brien

Code Enforcement Officer		  James O’Brien

Secretary				    Melissa Martin	

Inspector of Animals			   Carrie Laholdt

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

REPORT OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

INSPECTIONS FOR MINIMUM STANDARDS OF

FITNESS FOR HUMAN HABITATION

				  

DWELLINGS INSPECTED				               629

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE		             549

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE (Re-Inspections)         26

CMR COMPLAINT INSPECTIONS                                   46

CONDEMNATIONS	                                                            8
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECEIPTS

Certificates of Compliance				    $ 15,480.00

Fines							       $ 450.00

Licenses and Permits					     $ 43,104.00

Trailer Fees						      $ 29,700.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS					     $ 88,734.00

TRANSFER STATION ACCOUNT

Resident/Non-Resident/Temporary/Commercial Permits	 $ 94,640.00

Transfer Station Bags						     $ 34,870.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS						      $ 133,423.00

HEALTH DEPARTMENT COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

REPORTED

Babesiosis				        1 Probable, 2 Revoked

Brucellosis				        1 Revoked

Calicivirus / Norovirus	                 1 Confirmed	

Camblyobacteriosis			       8 Confirmed

Giardiasis				        1 Confirmed

Group A Streptococcus 		      2 Confirmed, 2 Revoked 	

Group B Streptococcus		      1 Confirmed

Haemophilus Influenza		      1Confirmed

Hepatitis B				        1 Probable, 2 Contact

Hepatitis C				        11 Confirmed, 15 Probable	

				                    1 Suspect, 3 Contact
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Human Granulocytic Anaplasmosis 	     4 Confirm

Influenza			                   6 Confirmed

Lyme Disease				        1 Confirmed, 25 Suspect

Streptococcus Pneumonia		      2 Confirmed

Varicella (Chicken Pox)		      1 Suspect

Viral Meningitis (Aseptic)		      1 Confirmed

Zika Virus Infection			       1 Revoked

		

HEALTH DEPARTMENT MORTALITY

Deaths (208) Non-Residents (18) Residents Who Died Elsewhere (96) 

Resident Deaths (94)

CAUSE OF DEATH	

I.	 Infectious and Parasitic Diseases			   0		

II.	 Neoplasms						      19		

III.	 Endocrine, Nutritional and Metabolic Diseases and 

	 Immunity Disorders					     0		

	

IV.	 Diseases of the Blood and Blood-Forming Organs	 0		

V. 	 Mental Disorders					     0		

VI. 	 Diseases of the Central Nervous System		  10		

VII.	 Diseases of the Circulatory System			   39

VIII.	 Diseases of the Respiratory System			   10		

IX.	 Diseases of the Digestive System			   2		

X.	 Diseases of the Genito-Urinary System		  0	

XI.	 Diseases of the Skin and Subcutaneous Tissue	 0	
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XII.	 Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and 

            Connective Tissue		                                                  2	

XIV.	 Conditions Originating in the Perinatal Period		  0	

XVI.	 Symptoms, Signs and Ill Defined Conditions			  0	

XVII.	 Injury and Poisoning						      3	

Undetermined								       9	

							     

HEALTH DEPARTMENT LICENSES & PERMITS

Animal & Hennery					     26

Burial & Removal					     86

Catering						      41

Collect & Transporting Waste			  20

Day Camps						      2

Disposal Work Installers				    2

Food Service						      93

Frozen Dessert					     5

Funeral Directors					     6

Ice Skating Rink					     1

Milk & Cream						     73

Mobile							      23

Pubic Campgrounds, Overnight Cabins, Motels & Mobile Home Parks	

                                                                                    6

Remove and Transport Septic Tank Contents	6

Residential Kitchens					     10
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Restaurants						      41

Retail Food						      63

Swimming Pool					     6

Tanning Salon						     2

Tattoo							       2

Temporary Dumpster (Roll-Off Containers)		  17

Tobacco						      20
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AIRPORT COMMISSION REPORT

To the Honorable Richard J. Alcombright, Mayor, members of the City Council 
and to the Citizens of the City of North Adams, the Airport Commission submits 
this annual report for the Fiscal year July 1 2015 – June 30, 2016.

The Commission held 12 monthly public meetings, one special meeting, and 
a meeting at the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) office in Burlington 
Massachusetts with members of the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission 
(MAC/DOT) in attendance. 
The open projects for this year are:

1. Reconstruct Main Apron
2. Terminal Building Study

The following is an overview of the status of each project to date.

1. Reconstruct Main Apron
The construction process will be implemented in two phases.  Phase one covers 
the area form the eastern end of the filed up to the Col-East building.  This phase 
has been completed in fiscal year 2016.  Phase two will be completed in fiscal 
2017.

2. Terminal Building Study
Discussion with MASS DOT is ongoing.  Funding and beginning of project is 
slated for 2018.  This is not final.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffery M. Naughton, Chairman

Trevor Gilman, Vice-Chair

Armand P. Boillat, Commissioner

Shaun Dougherty, Commissioner

James M. Neville, Commissioner
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COUNCIL ON AGING REPORT
Honorable Mayor Alcombright and City Council:

 The North Adams Council on Aging is a City Department created under the general 
laws which state that a city ordinance may establish a Council on Aging for the purpose 
of coordinating or carrying out programs designed to meet the needs of the aging in 
collaboration with the Executive Office of Elder Affairs.

The Council on Aging had six members: Georgette Mancuso, Chairperson, Pauline 
Cantone, Elizabeth Benz, Stephen Smachetti, Shirley Wolfe and Norman Antonio.

Members of the North Adams Council on Aging served on the Berkshire Regional 
Transit Authority. The Council also participates in the activities of the Western 
Massachusetts Association of Councils on Aging and the Massachusetts Council on 
Aging Association; these groups consider regional and statewide needs of the elderly 

The Council on Aging office is located in the Mary Spitzer Center for the Elderly, 
located at 116 Ashland Street; the center is an information and referral center for the 
city’s elderly. During the past year one thousand seventy three elders were served 
through the center. The center is open 8:30-4:00 Monday through Friday. 

The Council on Aging operates two handicap accessible vans providing transportation 
to City residents 60 and older or under 60 and BRTA certified disabled. Van drivers 
Jonna Blair and Donald Bettis operated the wheel chair accessible vans Monday through 
Friday. During the past year they provided 13,847 rides to the Adult Day Health Center, 
medical and dental appointments, grocery shopping, Mary Spitzer Center and various 
social activities.

The Council on Aging provides meals in conjunction with Elder Services of Berkshire 
County Nutrition Program. During the past year congregate meals were served at the 
center five days a week. All seniors are encouraged to attend the meal site; there is a 
suggested donation of $2.00 a meal. Reservations are requested 24 hours in advance.
The Spitzer Center housed Elder Services Meals on Wheels program 5 days a week 
where meals are packaged and distributed to home bound elders.

The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts sponsors the Brown Bag Program at the 
center once a month. They distributed monthly bags to income eligible elders, with a 
suggested donation of $3.00. This program is done with the help of many volunteers; 
applications to obtain a brown bag are available at the center.

A variety of on and off site activities were held during the year, they have included 
holiday and birthday celebrations, cultural grant events, day trips, triad picnic,
wellness events, educational speakers and workshops, foot care clinics, blood pressure 
clinic, weigh-in group, hearing clinic, eye care, walking club, flu shot clinic, socials, 
cooking classes and participation in the Age Friendly Berkshires. 

Bridge was played on Monday afternoons with instructions as needed. Bingo was played 
two afternoons a week. Computers were available for public use Monday through 
Friday.
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Ongoing exercise programs at the center include Tai Chi taught by You-Lin Shi, 
osteoporosis prevention exercise classes taught by Alva LaBonte, video exercise class 
two days a week, chair yoga taught by Lisa Bassi and Barbara Lampron, standing yoga 
and a walking group.

The Council on Aging received formula grant funds from the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs, these funds partially pay for us to hire Brenda Zappone as Administrative 
Assistant and Helen Donega as part-time office receptionist. An additional grant through 
the Executive Office of Elder Affairs paid for an Outreach worker 12 hours a week.

The Council on Aging issued a monthly newsletter, the Spitzer Center Gazette to 
over 1500 elders. The newsletter tells of monthly activities at the center, and articles 
of special interest to the elders these can be picked up at various locations in town or 
mailed.

The SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs Of Elders) program counseled many  
during the course of the year, assisting elders with their Medicare D plan and counseling 
individuals who are about to turn 65 with their insurance choices. Assistance was also 
given filling out Snap applications and Safelink Wireless phone applications.

The Council on Aging in conjunction with the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority 
sells chair car tickets to the elderly and disabled.  We also worked with other Northern 
Berkshire transportation providers to administer the HINT program providing onetime 
transportation where there were no other options available.

The Council on Aging along with four AARP counselors offered free income tax 
assistance to the elders of North Adams from February to April.

A North Adams Chapter of Triad met monthly. Triad is a public safety initiative 
designed to reduce victimization among seniors. This group is represented by the 
Sheriff’s Office, Police Department, District Attorney’s office, Seniors and the Council 
on Aging.

The Council on Aging continues to serve as an information and referral center and 
actively advocate for the needs and concerns of the city’s elders. The council’s goals 
for the future include expanding programming and outreach to meet the needs of our 
growing older population.

							       Respectfully Submitted,
					                      Georgette Mancuso, Chairperson
				                                  Sandra Lamb, Executive Director

COUNCIL ON AGING REPORT
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PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORT

2016 Annual Report of the North Adams Public Library
Submitted by Mindy M. Hackner, Library Director

Change is in the air
Your library experienced substantial changes this year including a few re-
tirements from our trustees and staff.  Trustee, Joseph Truskowski retired 
after serving many years as our intrepid treasurer; Reference Librarian, 
Robin Martin retired after nearly thirty years of employment in multiple 
roles; and Circulation Librarian, Amanda Kissoon added to her remark-
able family by delivering an adorable little girl in late December. But, 
with each loss we shifted into gear and added some now familiar faces. 
Long-time volunteer, Lisa Harding and Julian Todisco now share Aman-
da’s position. Kim DiLego is settling into Robin’s reference position and 
Sara Russell-Scholl rose through a field of very qualified candidates to 
become our new youth services librarian. 

With all that change going on, it makes sense that this Director would 
go out on a tour of Berkshire County libraries and come back with a 
brainstorm to rearrange collections at the library. Non-fiction audios and 
DVDs are now shelved with their fiction counterparts so browsers can see 
the entire collections in a designated area. New adult materials in every 
media type are now displayed in the beautiful main living room for easy 
access and promotion. Paperbacks are in the front pink room (circulation 
room long ago) and large print meanders around the central corridor. We 
still have a café although it is now a bring your own affair and we have 
pared down our magazine collection in favor of adding Zinio and Over-
drive electronic periodicals for a connected generation of readers. But, 
if you have a favorite magazine we aren’t currently carrying, please let a 
staff member know and we will add it to our print materials list. 

We had to stop at the idea of relocating the computer lab the reference 
department due to wiring issues, but thanks to a generous gift from the 
Carlson family, we added two lab computers on the second floor. They 
function just like the main floor computers although patrons currently 
need to pick up copies or request a guest pass through the control con-
sole downstairs. We have increased computer sessions to 90 minutes on 
the lab computers and up to two hours on our six Chromebooks located 
throughout the building. Our copy rates did increase to 15 cents for black 
and white, 30 cents for color due to the increasing cost of toner and paper. 
Sorry to report that our old coin box will not ‘talk’ to the new copiers, 
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but circulation staff will take your copy fees and make change. We are 
requesting that people with large and time-consuming copy jobs use the 
second floor copier and that patrons with extremely large jobs provide 
their own paper. 

Interlibrary loan, children’s services and local history research continue 
to be the foundation of your library. We are expanding our fiction collec-
tion by adding multiple copies of high demand books with a generous gift 
from the Margery Oakes grant. In the coming year we will begin to assess 
our various collections to make sure we have great books in excellent 
shape. This is the only library I know of that makes a habit of cleaning 
all materials as they come back, a tradition dating back to the 1916 flu 
epidemic. Every disc is checked for wear and tear and books are routinely 
repaired or replaced. And we welcome patron input into our collection 
development so don’t be shy.

As many of you know, we suspended Music at the Mansion this year in 
favor of smaller, chamber-type concerts in the main living room. Without 
Robin’s remarkable energy, our adult programming is slim but we still 
offer genealogy classes, guest artists, music and some ‘maker’ programs. 
The youth summer reading program and children’s garden club are great 
successes. Scott Jameson’s summer magic program enchanted everyone 
in attendance and a guest computer program resulted in a series of coding 
classes. Sara and Kim are working closely with our schools on literacy 
initiatives using programming and database instruction.

As for our historic building, the City has reinforced a major chimney 
base, re-painted the parking lot, and is exploring a grant to convert our 
CFL lighting to LED further reducing our carbon footprint. The grant 
would also allow for insulation to tighten up some of our drafty areas. 
We are also looking at reasonable restoration of the wooden railings that 
adorned the front of the mansion.

The Friends continue to be a tremendous source of support for the finer 
things our tight budget won’t allow including some beautiful furniture 
given in memory of Joan Rivers, museum passes, continuing education 
for the staff, workstations and special projects like the café. Writing this 
just before the fall book sale, I encourage everyone to join this remark-
able group. I will end with my sincerest thanks to our Mayor and City 

PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORT
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Council, the Trustees, the Friends, and our outstanding staff for making 
the North Adams Public Library a ‘gateway to learning and the beating 
heart of our community.’

As many of you know, we suspended Music at the Mansion this year in favor of smaller, chamber‐type 
concerts in the main living room. Without Robin’s remarkable energy, our adult programming is slim but 
we still offer genealogy classes, guest artists, music and some ‘maker’ programs. The youth summer 
reading program and children’s garden club are great successes. Scott Jameson’s summer magic 
program enchanted everyone in attendance and a guest computer program resulted in a series of 
coding classes. Sara and Kim are working closely with our schools on literacy initiatives using 
programming and database instruction. 

As for our historic building, the City has reinforced a major chimney base, re‐painted the parking lot, and 
is exploring a grant to convert our CFL lighting to LED further reducing our carbon footprint. The grant 
would also allow for insulation to tighten up some of our drafty areas. We are also looking at reasonable 
restoration of the wooden railings that adorned the front of the mansion. 

The Friends continue to be a tremendous source of support for the finer things our tight budget won’t 
allow including some beautiful furniture given in memory of Joan Rivers, museum passes, continuing 
education for the staff, workstations and special projects like the café. Writing this just before the fall 
book sale, I encourage everyone to join this remarkable group. I will end with my sincerest thanks to our 
Mayor and City Council, the Trustees, the Friends, and our outstanding staff for making the North Adams 
Public Library a ‘gateway to learning and the beating heart of our community.’ 

FY 2016 Budget     $307,510   

FY 
2015 
Budget     $297,510  

FY 
2014 
Budget     $296,750

                              
Employees FT/PT     11          11         11
Card Holders     8064          8300         7800
Tot. open hours     2119          2200         2168
Holdings     126,740          101,000         97,000
Circulation     93,298          99,000         115,000
Inter Library 
Loans     24,061          26,000         25,000
Door count     63,369          66,000         65,000
Computer 
sessions     8500          10,000         10,000 
Reference 
questions     2,100          4,500         4,000 
Tot. child prog     172          171         160
Tot child attend     3173          3,900         3,300
Tot. adult prog     16          30         15
Tot. adult attend     375          800         483
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commission on disabilities report

To his Honor the Mayor and the members of the City Council:

I am herewith submitting the Annual Report for the fiscal year 2015 
through 2016.

Commission members include at this time Randy Kemp (Chairperson), 
Brian McCarthy, Nancy Rumbolt, Mark Patenaude, Antoinette Cariddi, 
Carrie Crews and William Meranti (Mayor’s Liaison).  

The Commission is always concentrating on implementing the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Several ongoing and long-range projects 
are helping us meet our goals.

Respectfully Submitted,

William E. Meranti
Commission on Disabilities
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historical commission report
Report of The North Adams Historical Commission 2016 

Survey updates continue to be a major portion of our work.  We were pleased 
to receive a smaller grant for $20,000 worth of updates, $10,000 from Mass 
Historic and a $10,000 match from CDBG funds (Community Development 
Block Grant) courtesy of Michael Nuvallie , our City Hall liaison.  The chair 
assisted Bonnie Parsons and accompanied her to a City Council meeting so 
that she could be introduced and explain to the council in the chamber and 
television viewers at home that she would be visiting neighborhoods and taking 
pictures for the update.  Wendy Champney and the chair traversed the City 
pointing out proposed properties to Bonnie.  As forms were being processed 
the chair proofed and corrected and/or modified a good many of them, again 
with the local historical insights that an outsider cannot possibly possess.  The 
finished copies of the added forms are being copied and added to our Survey in 
the fall of 2016 as I submit this report.  This work added previously neglected 
Houghtonville and Burdickville properties as well as MACRIS numbered 
sites never researched and inventoried (on Pleasant, Cherry, Wall and Church 
Streets).  The Reservoir Gatehouse on Pattison Road, the Sprague Research 
Center on Marshall Street (site of Sampson Shoe) and the Chinese graves as a 
continuation form for Hillside Cemetery rounded out this addition to the Survey.

We were not awarded a MHC grant in the next cycle; understandably they 
favored people who had not just been recipients.  The proposed CDBG match 
was reserved for a Survey update so we currently have a proposal for bids for a 
$10,000 update out with a November 7, 2016 deadline.  Kempville, City Yard 
buildings, Fort Massachusetts site, St. Francis Indian Ledge and the Trudeau 
farm have been listed to be surveyed by the successful bidder.

A full complement of seven members serve on the Commission: Wendy 
Champney, secretary, Darrell English, Alan Horbal, Joanne Hurlbut, Chris 
Wondoloski, Paul Marino, vice chair, and Justyna Carlson, chair.

Unfortunately demolition visits (several homes, barns, garages) are frequent.  
We visited and approved demolitions on State Road (Redwood Motel and 
Greylock Mill – on March 4, 2016 several members toured the Greylock Mill 
for a firsthand view of Salvatore Perry’s ambitious plans), Cliff Street (145-
147), 810 Church (barn), Ashland (H.A.George outbuildings), State Street 
(Modern Dairy), 27 Hall Street (garage), 18 Arnold Place (non-descript squished 
in) all under the 2012 City demolition delay ordinance.  It calls for a 12-month 
delay before a building in a historic district or individually considered historic 
(MHC guidelines indicate anything constructed before 1965) be demolished.  
The NAHC reviews, tries to suggest alternate uses or agrees with demolition.  
Demolition approval forms are filled out and submitted to Building Inspector 
William Meranti after all visitations and votes by members.
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Letters of support and/or forms of approval were provided for several renovation 
projects, including the Armory (continuation of fine project overseen by Michael 
Nuvallie), Sarah T. Haskins School (Anne-Nemetz-Carlson attended our July 
14, 2016 meeting to present renovation plans), the Wilkinson House on Church 
Street (John Donati attended our February 12, 2016 meeting to present plans) 
and Notre Dame Church (emergency repair grant).

Since last year’s report we met on December 1, 2015, February 12, 2016, and 
July 14, 2016, regarding pressing issues but usually conduct the vast majority of 
our work by site visits and email votes which are ratified at the following formal 
meeting.

The chair attended the Western Massachusetts Historical Commission Coalition 
quarterly meetings in Greenfield and Springfield while Chris and Wendy 
represented NAHC at the Coalition meeting in Lee.  The chair attended the 
Preservation grant workshop in Lee January 14, 2016, and conveyed the 
encouraging news to the First Congregational Church for them to apply 
for funds to repair the long-dormant bells.  NAHC continued to encourage 
the establishment of Local Historic Districts as proposed by Councilor 
Benjamin Lamb.   This is an ongoing process having reached the LHD study 
committee stage.  The LHDSC has been formed.  NAHC Vice Chair Paul 
Marino is a member.  Josh Colon of the North Adams Historical Society who 
is now attending graduate school in Worcester had to resign.  Gene Carlson 
has volunteered to be his replacement.  The chair continues to facilitate 
the implementation of this committee through contact with regional MHC 
representative Christopher Skelly.

Letters of support were provided for the Holy Family apartment project and 
the Colegrove School renovation project in hopes both might be awarded state-
wide Preservation Awards.  The Drury Academy/Colegrove Park Elementary 
School was the recipient of a 2016 Preservation Award for Rehabilitation and 
Restoration.  The chair, Mayor Richard Alcombright and Superintendent of 
Schools James Montepare traveled to Boston May 19, 2016 to accept the award 
from the Massachusetts Historical Commission at their headquarters.

Much of our attention this year was devoted to Fort Massachusetts.  Early in 
2016 Golub Corporation announced plans to close Price Chopper.  The chair 
immediately sent letters of support to the Golub corporation.  The future of 
the site of Fort Massachusetts became a serious issue with many reactions 
popping up on Facebook and elsewhere.  Both NAHC and NAHS have been 
concentrating efforts on preserving the site with communications and meetings 
with Mona Golub and others ensuing.  Negotiations are still ongoing.  NAHC 
member Wendy Champney and her sister Susan Watson, owner of 799 
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Massachusetts Avenue, site of St. Francis Indian Ledge, have been invaluable 
in their efforts on behalf of the preservation.  Both worked with Anthony Daly 
of NAHS to plan the 270th anniversary commemoration of the Siege of Fort 
Massachusetts Saturday August 20, 2016.  The City provided police so that the 
ceremony could be held at the base of the ledge (NAHS covered their wages).  
About 200 people attended and viewed the unveiling of the St. François Indian 
statue.

Numerous telephone calls were received throughout the year from real estate 
agents, prospective buyers, and owners interested in the history of their homes 
or in renovating. 

        
Respectfully submitted,
Justyna M. Carlson, Chair       

historical commission report
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traffic commission report

To the Honorable Richard Alcombright
And Honorable Members of the City Council:

The following is a report of activities conducted by the North Adams Traffic 
Commission for the fiscal year July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.

The Commission will hold regular meetings on the third Monday of each month 
as needed.  These meetings are held at 6:30 P.M. in the second floor conference 
room at City Hall.

Some of the activity acted on by the Commission for this fiscal year is as 
follows:

	 Safety concerns pertaining to fence that was erected on Bradley Street.
		
	 Crosswalk issues on Church Street.

	 Request to adjust overnight parking regulations in the City.
		
	 Concerns about parking on sidewalks in the West End.

	 Discussion on painting crosswalks in the City.

	 Changes to parking regulations in the Center Street Lot.

However, we shall continue to attempt to find the best solutions to any and all 
situations that come before this commission.

Members of the Commission are as follows:
Amanda Chilson		  David Sacco
Paul Markland			   Nancy Bullett – City Council
Steve Rondeau			   Mary Ann King

                     			   Respectfully submitted,
				    Mary Ann King, Chairwoman
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parks and recreation commission report

His Honorable Mayor. 
              
North Adams Steeplecats celebrated their 16 th anniversary at Joe Wolfe 
field. 
                       
Tunnel City Youth soccer, boys and girls age 6 thru 14 practiced and 
played games several nights a week and Saturdays at Kevin Boland & 
Alcombright field  through out the summer and fall. 
  
Northern Berkshire youth girls softball league practiced and played 
games at Fran Millard softball complex. 
                       
Marty’s “T” ball completed another successful season, playing Saturday 
mornings at the Alcombright complex April thru June. 
 
The North Adams Babe Ruth, practiced and played games at  Alcom-
bright field.  
 
North Adams youth football league with 3 divisions, pee wee, interme-
diate and senior. Practiced street fields and playing all home games at 
Disanti field.  
 
John Giorgi summer basketball league again offered games at John Gior-
gi court June thru August. Play was open to Men’s, Women’s, and Youth. 
 
Northern Berkshire Women’s softball league played at DiSanti field May 
thru August.   
                        
North Adams Little League consisted of 5 teams and 55 boys and girls 
playing at Fallon field. 
 
La Festa Baseball Exchange was held at Joe Wolfe Field marking its 26th 
anniversary. Many thanks to the hard work of volunteers, spearheaded by 
co-founder and longtime organizer George Canales. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission unanimously approved locating the 
dog park at the Houghton Street playground. 
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The Parks & Recreation Commission unanimously approved  Sunday 
Concerts were held every Sunday between August 14 2016. and October 
16, 2016. A great venue of bands played and was received by many locals 
and visiting patrons.  
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission gave final approval for the con-
struction of skate board park on the former Moderns Liquor’s property. 
  
We would like to express our sincere thanks to all those volunteers from 
all the leagues and organizations that spend countless hours working for 
the improvement of our fields and the betterment of our youth. 
 
We also wish to thank Mayor Richard Alcombright, Paul Markland, Bob 
Lemaire and all the Departments for their help this past year. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Timothy M Koperek 
Secretary 
 
Parks & Recreation Committee 
Richard Wood, Chairman 
Timothy Koperek-Secretary, Mark Vadnais, Bob LeClair,
George Canales, KateGalli 

parks and recreation commission report
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conservation commission report

To the Honorable Mayor and the Honorable Members of the 
North Adams City Council:

Jason Moran continues as the Chairman and Andrew Kawczak is the Vice 
Chair for the North Adams Conservation Commission.

The Conservation Commission held five public meetings for the conve-
nience of our citizens.  Additionally, site visitations were conducted to 
review application data as submitted to the Commission for its complete-
ness and accuracy.  Conservation Commission members attended training 
seminars covering various wetlands and land stabilization issues.  

Significant events participated in by the Conservation Commission during 
the year are as follows:

I. Notice of Intent

1)“Notice of Intent”. Applicant Michael Canales on behalf of the City 
of North Adams is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act at Bradley Street to perform aquatic invasive plant management 
at Windsor Lake to improve water quality, fish and wildlife habitat and 
recreational value of the pond.

II. Request for Determination of Applicability
1) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant Berkshire Gas 
Co. is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection Act at 565 
Union Street to install approximately 500’ of new 4” low pressure HDPE 
gas main within the area of a drainage swale.

2) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant North Adams 
Airport Commission is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act at 836 State Road to perform earth work of a soil stockpile 
within the 100’ Buffer Zone.

3) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant MASS MoCA 
Foundation for the MASS MoCA Cultural Development Commission is 
proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection Act at 87 Mar-
shall Street to do an historic renovation of factory mill buildings #6 and 
#8 located on the MASS MoCA Campus within 200 feet of the Hoosic 
River.
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4) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant Berkshire 
Gas Co. is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection Act at 
State Street & Curran Highway to install approximately 1070 linear feet 
of new 2-inch plastic high-density gas main within the Buffer Zone and 
Riverfront Area.

5) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant Berkshire 
Gas Co. is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection Act 
at State Road (Route 2) to install approximately 440 linear feet of 6-inch 
coated steel gas main within the Buffer Zone and Riverfront Area of the 
Hoosic River.

6) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant City of North 
Adams is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection Act at 
Bradley Street to construct a sand volleyball court within 160 feet of the 
Wetland Area.

7) “Request for Determination of Applicability”.  Applicant Ben Svenson, 
The Beyond Place, LLC, is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act at 915 State Road to approve resource area delineation 
within 200 feet of Riverfront Area. 

8) “Request for Determination of Applicability”.  Applicant Pan Am 
Railways, c/o Bill Wallace, is proposing an activity subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act at Pan Am Rights of Way to approve wetland areas 
as delineated. 

9) “Request for Determination of Applicability”. Applicant Francisca 
Heming, MassDOT District Highway Director, is proposing an activity 
subject to the Wetlands Protection Act at the intersection of Route 2 & 
Phelps Avenue to reconstruct the intersection by making various improve-
ments within the Riverfront Area of the Hoosic River.

10) “Request for Determination of Applicability”.  Applicant Greylock 
Flume, Inc., is proposing an activity subject to the Wetlands Protection 
Act at a vacant site located in the vicinity of 508 State Road to perform 
exploratory excavations and other work to expose the flume outlet within 
the Riverfront Area of the Hoosic River. 

conservation commission report
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Respectfully submitted on behalf of the entire Commission.

JASON MORAN, Chairman

ANDREW KAWCZAK
TIMOTHY LESCARBEAU
JEFF MEEHAN
JAMES MOULTON
RICHARD O’NEILL
GARY POLUMBO

conservation commission report
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tree commission report

To the Honorable Mayor Richard Alcombright and the Honorable Mem-
bers of the North Adams City Council:

The Tree Commission did not meet on any agendas in Fiscal Year 2016 
as there were no specific items brought before them.  Plans for various 
areas of landscaping in the City hope to develop in the next year.  The 
Tree Commission and the Garden Club have continued to work together 
as their goals for work in the City are very similar.  

We would like to extend our gratitude and thanks to Mayor Richard Al-
combright for attending our meetings and getting involved with all of our 
efforts to enhance our beautiful City. 

Sincerely,

Pat LeClair, Chairperson
Jane Betti
Kaitlin Cornell
Christine Petri

July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 
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windsor lake recreation report

The Windsor Lake Recreation Commission respectfully submits the 
following Annual Report for 2016.  

The members of the commission are:  

Nancy Bullett
William St. Pierre
Lawrence Jowett
David Racette
Arlen Cellana

The Commission continuing the process of overseeing projects and 
improvements at Windsor Lake and Historic Valley Campground as well 
as continued participation in various activities and programs. 

WINDSOR LAKE
 
1. The second of three treatments of Phragmites took place in October.  
The first treatment saw a visible reduction in the amount of Phragmites 
encircling the lake. In addition we also treated for the curly leaf 
pondweed and milfoil in the spring. 
2. The concession building was remodeled and updated and BFAIR re-
opened the concession stand as the Snack Attack.
3. Windsor Lake continued to serve as the host to the Summer Concerts at 
the Lake series.
4. The volleyball court project was completed and a disk golf course was 
installed at the lake.
5. Camp Abenaki continued another season at Windsor Lake.  The 
program offers activities include studying fossils, nature, weather, 
astronomy, dance, music and talent shows! Campers also explored the 
habitats and nature around Windsor Lake.
6. New swimming lines were installed and sand was added to the 
beaches.
7. The lake was home to the very successful Figment Festival in April of 
2016.  It was an explosion of creative energy. A free, annual celebration 
of participatory art and culture where everything is possible. For one 
day last spring, Windsor Lake was transformed into a large-scale 
collaborative artwork, and then it was gone, without a trace.



154

HISTORIC VALLEY CAMPGROUND

1. The roads in the campground were improved and the old manager 
home, which had fallen into disrepair, was removed.  New sand and lines 
were installed at the campground beach.
2. The campground continued to host the annual Northern Berkshire 
R.O.P.E.S. program. The Northern Berkshire Youth R.O.P.E.S. Summer 
Program provides a free week long summer camp, once in July and once 
in August, for more than 250 children in Northern Berkshire County. 
This program is staffed by police officers, firefighters, and teachers from 
participating cities and towns; Adams, Clarksburg, Cheshire, North 
Adams, Florida and Williamstown.

The Windsor Lake Recreation Commission wishes to express sincere 
appreciation to Mayor Richard Alcombright for his continued 
commitment to the Windsor Lake recreation area.  We would also like 
to thank the Office of Tourism for managing the concert series and The 
Friends of Windsor Lake for maintaining the entrance garden, as well as 
all of those who volunteered to help with our projects and programs. 

Windsor Lake continues to be a destination for visitors and a place that 
residents of the City of North Adams can enjoy its natural beauty while 
engaging a number of recreational, cultural and athletic activities and 
events.  

Respectfully submitted,
The Windsor Lake Commission

windsor lake recreation report
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