EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Morrow County Development Office
80 N. Walnut Street, Suite B
Mt. Gilead, OH 43338
419 /947-7535

Printed 8/15

Meow County
Fain Houwsing

PBaoklet

MORROW _
COUNTY (=

Love life. Live rural.” ©






Morrow County

County

FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION NO:11-R-491

Passed September 7, 2011

LET IT BE KNOWN TO ALL PERSONS OF MORROW COUNTY that discrimination in the
sale, rental, leasing, financing of housing or land to be used for construction of housing, or in
the provision of brokerage services because of race, color, religion, ancestry, military status,
sex, national origin, handicap, disability or familial status (families with children) is prohibited by
Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Federal Fair Housing Law) and the Ohio Civil Rights
Commission. Itis the policy of the Morrow County Board of Commissioners to implement
programs to ensure equal opportunity in housing for all persons regardless of race, color,
religion, ancestry, military status, sex, national origin, handicap, disability or familial status.

THEREFORE, the Morrow County Board of Commissioners does hereby pass the following
resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, that within available resources the Morrow County Board of Commissioners
will assist all persons who feel they have been discriminated against because of race, color,
religion, ancestry, military status, sex, national origin, handicap, disability or familial status
(families with children) to seek equity under federal and state laws by filing a complaint with the
Ohio Civil Rights Commission and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Morrow County Board of Commissioners shall distribute
this Resolution and, through this distribution, shall cause owners of real estate, developers, and
builders to become aware of their respective responsibilities and rights, under the Federal Fair
Housing Law, the Ohio Civil Rights Commission and any local laws or ordinances. Publicity
will, at a minimum, include, but not be limited to:

1) the publication of this resolution or other applicable fair housing information
through local media and community contacts;

2) distribution of posters, flyers, and any other available means which will bring to
the attention of those affected, the knowledge of their respective responsibilities
and rights concerning equal opportunity in housing.

Morrow County Board of Commissioners
Tom E. Harden, Chairman
Olen D. Jackson, Commissioners

Introduction

In 1965, Ohio became one of the first states to enact Fair Housing
Legislation. On June 30, 1992, House Bill 321 enacted changes in the classes of
persons protected by the Ohio Fair Housing Law, and significantly enhanced the
enforcement powers of the Ohio Civil Rights Commission. Most recently, Amended
House Bill 264 enacted further refinements in the classes of persons protected. The
law gives all persons in the protected classes the right to live wherever they can
afford to buy a home or rent an apartment.

Section 4112.02(H) of the Ohio Revised Code states that it is unlawful, on
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin or ancestry, familial status,
military status or disability to:

e Refuse to rent, sell, finance, or insure housing accommodations or

residential property.

e Represent to any person that housing accommodations are not available
for inspection, sale, rental or lease.

e TRefuse to lend money for the purchase, construction, repair,
rehabilitation, or maintenance of housing accommodations or
residential property.

e Discriminate against any person in the purchase, renewal, or terms and’
conditions of fire, extended coverage, or home owner’s or renter’s
insurance.

e TRefuse to consider without prejudice the combined income of both
spouses.

e Print, publish, or circulate any statement or advertisement which would
indicate a preference or limitation.

Deny any person membership in any multiple listing service, or real
estate broker’s organization.
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_ Morrow County

When Should a Charge Be Filed?

A charge of unlawful discriminatory in housing must be filed with the Ohio

Civil Rights Commission within one year of the date the violation allegedly
occurred. If it is not filed within this one year period, neither the Ohio Civil Rights
Commission or the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development will have
legal authority to act on your complaint.

The Commission must complete its investigation of the charge of
discrimination within one hundred (100) days. During that time, the Commission
will either negotiate a settlement of the charge, or make a finding as to whether or
not the evidence substantiates that the law has been violated. If the evidence is
insufficient to meet the legal standards of proof to show a violation of the law, the
Commission will dismiss the charge. If the evidence is sufficient to meet the legal
standards for a finding of “Probable Cause”, the Commission will be empowered to
‘seek any and all appropriate remedies.

_ Morrow County

Blockbusting ...The act of intimidating owners to sell or rent by telling them that
minority groups are moving into the neighborhood, and the value of their properties
will decrease.

Steering ...The practice of restricting, or attempting to restrict the choices of a
person by words or conduct in connection with seeking, negotiating for, buying, or
renting a dwelling so as to perpetuate, or tend to perpetuate, racially segregated
housing patterns in an interracial neighborhood or community.

Mortgage Redlining ...The practice of refusing to make loans for purchase of a
home because of the minority composition of the neighborhood.

Insurance Redlining ...The act of refusing to sell homeowner’s insurance, or
to provide hazard insurance coverage because of the minority composition of the
neighborhood.

Federal Law

The Fair Housing Act of 1968, as amended, also prohibits discrimination in
housing on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin or ancestry,
familial status, or disability.

Familial Status

The familial status provision, with limited exemptions, prohibits a housing
provider from denying housing to families with children; however, protection is not
applicable if housing is intended for, and to be occupied only by persons 62 years or
older; or at least one person 55 years or older resides in each unit.
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