
MECOSTA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MORNING SESSION – 10:00 A.M.  

July 1, 2021 

AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER & QUORUM: 
 

Marilynn Bradstrom ____ 
District 1 

William Routley _____ 
District 7 
 

Jerrilynn Strong _____ 
District 2 
 

Linda Howard _____ 
District 3 

    
Ray Steinke _____ 
District 4 
 

Tom O’Neil _____ 
District 5 

Wendy Nystrom _____ 
District 6 

 

 
 
2.   REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

 
  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 1.  Board Minutes – June 17, 2021 

 
 

4. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 
(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
  
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 
 1.  Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment #21-002 

2.  Resolution Pledging Full Faith & Credit – Brady  
Lake Bonds #2021-14 

 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 Pre-approved Bills: $527,200.10  
 Non-approved Bills: $53,017.69    

 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
 
 

9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT: 
  
 
 
10. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 

(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11. COMMUNICATIONS: 

1.  Mecosta-Osceola DHHS Minutes – May 25, 2021 
2.  Mecosta County DHHS Minutes – May 25, 2021 
3.  Letter from Mary Vogt – Dated June 11, 2021 

 4.  Mecosta County Parks Minutes – May 18, 2021 
 
 
 
 
12. MINUTES & REPORTS: 
 1.  Building and Zoning – June 17, 2021 
 2.  EMS – June 17, 2021 
 
      3.  Finance 

 
  
 

13. RESOLUTIONS: 
1.  Roscommon County Resolution # 2021-06-01 
2.  Oceana County Resolution 
3.  Lenawee County Resolution #2021-18 
4.  Kalamazoo County Resolution 
 

 
14. MISCELLANEOUS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCE 
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Mecosta-Osceola County Department of Health & Human Services 

Joint Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 

                                                                   May 25, 2021 

 
PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

   Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
Glenn Bluhm, Osceola County Vice-Chair 

   Susan Haut, Mecosta Vice-Chair 
Carole Edstrom, Osceola County Board Member 

Jan McBrien, Mecosta County Board Member 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commissioner 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

ABSENT:                         Sally Momany, Osceola County Commissioner 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Curtin at 9:03 am via teleconference. 

  
Minutes from the April 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Covey with 

support from Mr. Bluhm. Motion carried. 
 

The Agenda was reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Covey with support from Ms. McBrien. 

Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

  

Ms. Nystrom provided update with COVID protocols at the County as it pertains to the recent directives 
coming from the State. Need to check with the individual Courts/Judges on their practices. Current County 

Declaration expires July 31st. 
 

LOCAL OFFICE ISSUES/Directors Report: 
 

Acting-Director, Jennifer Schmidt, updated the Boards on: 

• Mecosta-Osceola County Program Manager, Monique Magee, introduced herself to the Boards. 

• Closure of Muskegon River’s Pathways. 

• Volunteer Transportation Coordinator. Teaming with CMH to fund position. 

• Continue to see positive results in the payments division with overdue-tasks.  

• Redesign in Child Welfare. A local Prevention Work Group pilot started. 

https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/cws/pages/the-family-first-
prevention-services-act-(ffpsa).aspx 

• Commissioners Report presentation to the Mecosta and Osceola County Commissioners. 

• Overview of Q2 Mecosta/Osceola county FY 21 goals. 

 
MCSSA:  

• Ms. Covey updated Boards on Scholarship Award. Upcoming Conference in Traverse City in 

September. (details still developing)   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:46 a.m. Supported and carried. The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 
22, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
___________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director                      Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
Secretary to the Board         

     __________________________________ 
          Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 
 

Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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May 25, 2021 
 

 

PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

Jan McBrien, Member 

Susan Haut, Vice-Chairman 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commission 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:47 am via teleconference.  
 

Minutes from the April 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to accept the minutes as written was 

made by Ms. McBrien with support by Ms. Haut. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda reviewed and motion to approve by Ms. McBrien. Supported and carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Ms. Nystrom provided update with COVID protocols at the County as it pertains to the recent directives 

coming from the State. Need to check with the individual Courts/Judges on their practices. Current 
County Declaration expires July 31st.  

 

FISCAL: 

 

A. Financial Report:  

 

The April Financial Report reviewed. A motion to approve was made by Ms. Haut. Motion 
supported and carried.  

 

COUNTY SPECIFIC BUSINESS:  

 

County Director Review completed. A motion was made by Ms. Haut for Recording Secretary, 
Darren Hengesbach, to sign review for members. Motion approved and carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Covey at 10:04 a.m. with support by Ms. Haut. The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 10:00 am. 

 
__________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Director                       Janice Covey, Chairman 

Secretary to the Board                                                                            
  
Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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Mecosta County Park Commission 

Commission Meeting 
 

The May 18, 2021 Commission Meeting of the Mecosta County Park Commission was called to order at 

the Mecosta County Services Building at 5:00 PM by the Commission Chairman, Mr. Stratton. 
  

Roll Call  
Members Present: Mrs. Bradstrom, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Hatkowski, Ms. Miller, Mr. O’Neil, Mr. Roels, Mr. 

Stanek, Mr. Stratton and Mr. Vogel. Members Absent: Mr. Johnson. Others Present: Jeff Abel - Super-

intendent, Mary Hansen - Assistant Operations Manager and Kathy Maclean - Administrative Clerk.  

 

Approval of Agenda 
Hearing no objection, the agenda stood approved with the addition of picnic table requests being 

added to Other Business. 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Vogel motioned, seconded by Mr. Griffith to approve the minutes of the April 20th Park 

Commission meeting and May 13th Master Plan Committee meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: None. 

 

Reports and Updates 
Superintendent’s Updates 

The Superintendent updated the Commission on 15 current and completed projects, including: 

Phone VOIP Conversion Our new provider will complete the porting of our numbers soon. 

FGC Septic project has been completed. 

Brower Dragon Trail Parking Area has been completed with the exception of directional 

signage and the kiosk installation. 

Randy’s RV Pumping Contract We have finalized a 2-year contract with Randy’s Portables to 

provide pumping services to our camping guests in School Section Lake and Brower Parks 

weekly and Merrill-Gorrel Park, biweekly for a contract fee of $750 annually. 

Unemployment Update The unemployment agency has denied our initial request to be 

classified as a seasonal employer. We have submitted an appeal for re-evaluation after 

condensing the seasonal employment period by 2 days.  

Brower Water Level We have been posting water condition updates each Monday. Some 

fishing boats and pontoons have been able to launch without issue this week. 

Benches, Grill and Handicap Ramp installations at Brower Park have been completed. This 

includes 4 concrete pads for the Memorial Benches that were purchased this past winter. 

Year to Date Revenue Reports - January 1st thru May 15th non-vehicle revenue is up almost 

$300,000 and vehicle revenue $40,000. 

Dragon Trail Updates - Construction has resumed over the past 2 weeks. This year’s trail build 

will connect Brower Park to Davis Bridge. 

Incident/Accident Reports - 3 noise violations from Brower Park were reported. 
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Correspondence - Mr. and Mrs. Bakale have requested an exception to the refund policy. The 

Commissioners reviewed and discussed the request and resolved to remain consistent by following the 

cancellation policy as written. 

 

Committee Actions 
Masterplan 

Park Millage Results - Review was completed, with Commissioners noting Townships with 

strong support or opposition. Necessary repairs and associated costs or costs for demolition 

need to be determined for un-maintained assets throughout the park system.  An evaluation of 

current assets should be completed to determine which under-utilized assets can be sold to 

generate funds and reduce costs or be expanded to increase revenue. 

Parks Logo and Sign Color Scheme - The Committee recommends the continued use of the 

parks millage logo to re-enforce the long-term goals of the Park Commission to offer residents 

enhanced day use park amenities. The Committee also recommends returning in-park signage 

colors to brown and white as they are stock colors with our vendors, fade less than the orange 

and green painted signs and require less overall maintenance time and costs.  The commission 

members agreed with the committee recommendations. 

White Pine Valley Recreation Area - The commission discussed the Master Plan Committee’s 

recommendation to request that the County Board of Commissioners evaluate the condition of 

the cabin structure and vault toilet on parcel# 01 010 021 000 for proposed removal from the 

property due to safety concerns.  The Commission would like to retain the current trail system 

on the property as available to the public, as it is currently being maintained by volunteers with 

minimal costs to the Park Commission.  The Commission would like to close the group camping 

area of the property as other group and youth camping opportunities are available throughout 

the county parks system.  The above recommendations were moved by Mrs. Bradstrom and 

supported by Mr. Vogel. The motion carried with a unanimous roll call vote.  

Federal Aid Projects - The Committee recommends completing a parks infrastructure analysis 

to develop a 5-year priorities list including cost estimates. It will be essential to include septic 

and drainage projects. 

 

Personnel 

Current Seasonal Staffing Update - Currently 40 of 46 positions are filled. 

Assistant Operations Manager - Mary Hansen was introduced to the Park Commissioners. 

 

Financial 
Financial Report - Revenue & Expenses, Cash Spreadsheet, Year-to-Year - Reports were 

reviewed and discussed. 

Approval of Bills - Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mr. O’Neil to approve the bills in the 

amounts of $20,639.95, $46,347.85, $7,456.23 and $14,900.68. Motion carried with a unanimous 

roll call vote. 

   

Public Comment: None.  
 

Other Business: 
Next Meeting - 5:00 PM, June 15, 2021 at the Mecosta County Services Building. 



Picnic Table Requests – The commission evaluated the handling of requests by camping guests 

for extra picnic tables to be delivered to their campsites.  It was determined that each campsite 

includes the use of one picnic table and that any additional picnic table’s requested should be 

rented for a charge of $10 per table for each day of use. 

  

Adjournment: 6:25 PM 
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Minutes of a regular meeting of the Roscommon County Board of Commissioners, held at the 
Roscommon County IVlunicipal Bldg., 500 Lake St.. Roscommon, Michigan on the 9th day oi'.lune. 2021 
at I 0:00 a.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman Bob Schneider, Commissioner Dave Russo. Commissioner Marc Milburn and 

Commissioner Tim Muckenthaler 

ABSENT: Vice-Chair Ken Melvin 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Commissioner Milburn and seconded by Commissioner 
David Russo. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-06-0J 

OPPOSING MICHIGAN SECRETARY OF STATE 

"BY APPOlNTMENT ONLY" 

WHEREAS, Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, recently stated 
Michigan residents will always need an appointment to conduct business at a Secretary 
of State branch ofiice and suggested making this permanent change as an improvement 
in service; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary of State called walk in service at the branches an 
"antiquated, inefficient, take-a-number system that nobody liked"; the reality is that most 
people do want the option to walk into a branch office fi.w service at their convenience; 
and 

WHEREAS, not only Roscommon County residents but all residents of the State 
of Michigan should have the ability to renew and make changes to all necessary 
documentation timely and locally through services provided by the Michigan Secretary 
of State; that this change will significantly reduce the convenience of public services; 
and 

WHEREAS, while some industry changes were positive during the Covid-l 9 
pandemic and made sense, this will negatively impact rural counties, such as Roscommon, 
where residents arc over fifty miles from kiosk services and a large mqjority of the 
population are over sixty years of age; and 

WHEREAS, these changes have been established without input from constituents, 
who arc directly affected by this sweeping change and web-based services, which 

completely replaces the need for walk in service at the branch offices, many older residents 
and those without computers or internet will simply be turned away at the Secretary ofState 

door; and 

WHEREAS, these changes will only continue to frustrate citizens who would just like 
their license renewed or to be able to sell a vehicle, without having to wait weeks or months 
for an appointment or even drive to a different service area to accomplish these simple tasks; 
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