
MECOSTA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MORNING SESSION – 10:00 A.M.  

June 3, 2021 

AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER & QUORUM: 
 

Marilynn Bradstrom ____ 
District 1 

William Routley _____ 
District 7 
 

Jerrilynn Strong _____ 
District 2 

 

Linda Howard _____ 
District 3 

    
Ray Steinke _____ 
District 4 
 

Tom O’Neil _____ 
District 5 

Wendy Nystrom _____ 
District 6 

 

 
 
2.   REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

 
  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 1.  Board Minutes – May 20, 2021 

 
 

4. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 
(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
  
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 
 1.  Prosecutor’s Cost Allocation Plan 
 2.  White Pine Valley Recreation Area (Paris) 
 3.  2020 Audit Review & Adoption 

 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 Pre-approved Bills: $2,815,990.21  
 Non-approved Bills: $58,739.82    

 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
 
 

9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT: 
  
 
 
10. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 

(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11. COMMUNICATIONS: 

1.  District Health Department #10 Minutes –  
April 30, 2021 

2.  Department of Treasury Letter Dated –  
May 11, 2021 

 3.  Mecosta-Osceola DHHS Minutes – April 27, 2021 
 4.  Mecosta County DHHS Minutes – April 27, 2021 
 5.  Mecosta-Osceola DHHS Minutes – May 25, 2021 
 6.  Mecosta County DHHS Minutes – May 25, 2021 
 7.  Mecosta County Park Commission Minutes –  

April 20, 2021 
 
 
12. MINUTES & REPORTS: 
 1.  Drain Commission – May 19, 2021 
 2.  Building and Zoning – May 20, 2021 
 3.  EMS – May 20, 2021 
 
      4.  Finance 

 
  

13. RESOLUTIONS: 
1.  Menominee County Resolution #2021-15 
2.  Muskegon County Resolution #2021-01 
3.  Delta County Resolution #21-13 
4.  Huron County Resolution #21-75C 
5.  Montcalm County Resolution #2021-09 
 

14. MISCELLANEOUS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCE 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 

Meeting Minutes 

April 30, 2021 

To comply with State guidelines on gatherings, the meeting was held at Evergreen Resort, 7880 Mackinaw Trail, 
Cadillac, Michigan. In accordance with Board of Health Bylaws, members had the option to attend via online meeting 
platform or teleconferencing. As amendments to the Michigan Opens Meeting Act allowing for remote meetings 
expired on April 1, public access to a remote meeting platform was not provided. 

Additional Meeting Materials. Forwarded via email after meeting packet was sent: “CAHC Community Influenza 
Immunization Brief.” Distributed at the meeting: copy of Email from Cathy Jasinski, agency attorney, dated April 28, 
2021, with Subject “4/30 meeting motions.” 

 
I. Call to Order: Jim Maike, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  

II. Roll Call  

Members Present – In Person:  Ron Bacon, Robert Baldwin, Paul Erickson, Pauline Jaquish, Brian Kolk, Nick 
Krieger, Phil Lewis, Jim Maike, Dawn Martin, Martha Meyette, Judy Nichols, Tom O’Neil, 
Roger Ouwinga, Richard Schmidt, Ray Steinke, Hubert Zuiderveen 

Members – Online:  Gary Taylor  

Members Excused: Betty Dermyer, Shelley Pinkelman 

Member Absent: James Sweet 

Staff – In-Person: Jane Drake, Kevin Hughes, Christine Lopez, Dr. Jennifer Morse 

Public: Karen Usher, Cadillac News 

III. Approval of the Agenda. Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Ron Bacon to approve the meeting agenda.  
Motion carried.  

IV. Approval of the Meeting Minutes. Motion by Hubert Zuiderveen, seconded by Phil Lewis, to approve the 
minutes of the March 26, 2021, meeting with ratification of meeting motions to follow. Motion carried. 

Kevin Hughes explained that due to an unintentional, technical violation of the Open Meetings Act, and 
difficulties experienced with the online meeting platform, it was thought prudent to ratify and reenact all 
motions on action items made at the March 26, 2021, meeting.  

1. Ratify and Amend March 26, 2021, Action Items.  

• Motion by Hubert Zuiderveen, seconded by Judy Nichols, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the 
motion to approve the March 26, 2021, meeting agenda. Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Ron Bacon, seconded by Phil Lewis, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion to 
approve the February 26, 2021, meeting minutes. Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Ron Bacon, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion 
to Accept the FY 2020 Financial Audit Report as presented.  Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Hubert Zuiderveen, seconded by Ray Steinke, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the 
motion to Approve the February Accounts Payable and Payroll total of $1,456,110.83. Motion 
Carried. 

• Motion by Judy Nichols, seconded by Ron Bacon, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion 
to Approve the FY 2021 Amended Budget. Motion Carried. 
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District Health Department #10  2 
Board of Health Meeting Minutes – April 30, 2021 
Evergreen Resort, Cadillac, MI 

 

• Motion by Ron Bacon, seconded by Ray Steinke, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion 
to approve Changes to Compensatory Time for Exempt Employees (Option #2). Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Hubert Zuiderveen, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the 
motion to approve Continued Accumulation of Paid Days Off (Option #1). Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Tom O’Neil, seconded by Ron Bacon, effective March 26, 2021, to Approve Retaining 
Current Board Organization through December 31, 2021. Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Bryan Kolk, seconded by Ray Steinke, to re-enact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion 
to Deny FOIA Fee Appeal, and uphold the fee assessed for two FOIA requests for these reasons: 
the $15.20 in fees assessed, as corrected, was reasonable; the time charged was supported by the 
FOIA Coordinator cost itemization and was reasonable; and the fees assessed followed District 
Health Department #10’s FOIA Policy. Motion Carried. 

• Motion by Bryan Kolk, seconded by Ray Steinke, to reenact, effective March 26, 2021, the motion 
to deny FOIA Appeal, and uphold the Denial In-Part for these reasons:  the redacted information 
is exempt under FOIA, section 13(1)(m); the redacted information is the Health Officer’s self-
assessment of his performance and is opinion, not factual information; the assessment may or may 
not be used by the Board of Health in its annual review of the Health Officer’s performance and is 
preliminary to the Board of Health’s final evaluation; it is in the public interest to encourage frank 
communication between the Board of Health and the Health Officer so that the Health Officer can 
freely and candidly provide his assessment of his performance and progress on goals established by 
the Board throughout the year; upon completion of the Health Officer’s year-end performance 
review, the final assessment is a public document; and the Board believes open and regular 
assessments by the Health Officer of his performance outweighs the public interest in disclosure.  

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon No Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin No Jim Maike Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Dawn Martin Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Martha Meyette No Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Judy Nichols Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger No Tom O’Neil Yes   

Motion carried. 

V. Public Comment:  Karen Usher, Cadillac News reporter, introduced herself. 

VI. Committee Reports 

A. Executive Committee. No report. 

B. Finance Committee. Did not meet. Christine Lopez, Administrative Services Director, reviewed the 
financial report for the month ended March 28, 2021. She noted the agency was halfway through the fiscal 
year. The balance sheet showed cash balance of $9.2 million, and a total fund balance of $7.4 million. Total 
revenues for the month were just over $1.4 million, with expenses of almost $2.1 million. Lopez reported 
actual collections for the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine totaled $274 thousand. 

2. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll. Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Robert Baldwin, to approve 
the March accounts payable and payroll total of $2,855,606.55. 
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District Health Department #10  3 
Board of Health Meeting Minutes – April 30, 2021 
Evergreen Resort, Cadillac, MI 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin Yes Jim Maike Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Dawn Martin Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Martha Meyette Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Judy Nichols Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger Yes Tom O’Neil Yes   

Motion carried. 

C. Personnel Committee. No report. 

D. Legislative Committee. Kevin Hughes reported on pending State Senate and House bills. Two proposed 
Senate bills would impact fees assessed by local health departments for food services. A discussion ensued 
on federal COVID-19 relief funding to be distributed to counties, and how local health departments 
currently are not eligible to receive the funding directly.  

E. Bylaws Committee. Kevin Hughes explained the amendments to the Open Meetings Act permitting virtual 
meetings expired on April 1. Prior to the meeting, there were questions raised about whether Board 
members could attend meetings remotely and be counted in votes. Hughes suggested the Board convene 
the Bylaws Committee to consider modifications that would clarify rules for virtual meetings. Board 
Consensus: Bylaws Committee should meet to consider language changes concerning virtual meetings. 

VII. Administration Reports 

A. Medical Director. Dr. Jennifer Morse summarized her written report, “Monitoring for Adverse Events after 
Vaccine.” She explained typical immunization administration errors, the types of vaccine adverse events, 
and correlation versus causation. She also discussed the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, and the decision to 
pause its further distribution. The pause was in response to a small number of cases of hospitalizations and 
deaths associated with blood clots that occurred shortly after patients received the J&J vaccine. Dr. Morse 
said the situation with the J&J vaccine was a good example of the effectiveness of the systems for monitoring 
and responding to adverse events. 

3. Approve Healthy Living Recommendations. Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Bryan Kolk, to recognize 
(1) vaccines have an extremely small risk of severe side effects or serious complications and the benefits 
outweigh the risks; and (2) the effectiveness of global vaccine safety monitoring systems. Motion 
Carried.  

During and following her report, questions were asked and answered about quarantine rules and authority, 
the efficacy of the various COVID-19 vaccines, the number of shots needed and the amount of time between 
each, and antigen testing. 

B. Deputy Health Officer. Sarah Oleniczak was not present but arranged to have distributed to Board members 
via email a report from the MDHHS Division of Immunizations.  Copies of the report were also available 
at the meeting. The report concerned events sponsored by Child and Adolescent Health Centers (CAHC) 
to promote influenza vaccinations.  Christine Lopez said she had been asked by Oleniczak to highlight a 
table in the report (page 8) that showed DHD#10 administered 817 flu shots, or the second highest number 
among all program partners across the state. 

C. Health Officer. Kevin Hughes highlighted his written report submitted with the meeting materials. He also 
underscored numbers and percentages included in his weekly Vaccine Update to the Board. He noted the 
agency had been administering as many as 5,000 vaccines per week, but the numbers had dropped 
significantly to only 600 appointments for the first dose clinics scheduled for the current week. He discussed 
plans and strategies to expand outreach and partnerships to increase vaccination numbers. 
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District Health Department #10  4 
Board of Health Meeting Minutes – April 30, 2021 
Evergreen Resort, Cadillac, MI 

 

Hughes noted the letter in his report from a Chamber of Commerce requesting that food license fees be 
waived to support local restaurants. Hughes referred back to the prior discussion about proposed State 
House bills that would waive all restaurant fees. He explained the agency received approximately $270 
thousand from the State for the Environmental Health food program, but total costs for the program were 
about $1.2 million. DHD#10 would lose $450 thousand in direct revenue if restaurant inspection fees were 
eliminated. To comply with the Public Health Code, DHD#10 staff would still be required to provide all 
inspection services He said the Board would then be faced with the choice of using fund balance or laying 
off staff to continue restaurant inspections. Hughes said he would be meeting with the sponsor of one of the 
bills, Senator Curt Vanderwall. 

Jim Maike asked if the pending federal relief funding could be used by the counties to help local health 
departments cover expenses. The Board discussed ideas to help support local restaurants, and the action 
approved by the Board at the November meeting to continue restaurant inspection fees in 2021. 

4. Waive Restaurant Inspection Fees for 2021. Motion by Robert Baldwin, seconded by Nick Krieger, to 
waive inspection fees to support local restaurants, and encourage County Boards of Commissioners to 
use COVID-19 relief funding to cover DHD#10’s food program operating costs. 

Members discussed the motion, potential consequences, need for relief for local restaurants, possible steps 
to take, and the importance of maintaining regular inspections to ensure public safety. Suggestion was made 
for members to carry discussion back to their County Boards, and request consideration of options in use 
of federal relief funds to support local restaurants and still maintain funding to ensure effective restaurant 
inspections by DHD#10. 

5. Table Motion to Waive Restaurant Inspection Fees for 2021. Motion by Robert Baldwin, seconded by 
Bryan Kolk, to table the motion and take it up at the May 21 meeting. Motion carried. 

Hughes said several County administrative offices received FOIA requests for documentation that the 
Health Officer had taken an oath of office. Hughes noted he previously sent information to the BOH 
members and County Administrators in response to the requests. The meeting materials included a copy 
of a memo from MDHHS explaining that an oath of office is not required.  

VIII. Other Business  

Members were invited to visit and tour the DHD#10 mobile unit parked in the front lot.  

IX. Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Health is scheduled for Friday, May 21, at 9:30 a.m. at Evergreen 
Resort. 

X. Adjournment 

Jim Maike adjourned the meeting at 11:19 a.m. 
 
 
 

 ______________________________________    ____________________________________ 
 Jim Maike, Chair      Date    Judy Nichols, Secretary   Date 
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Mecosta-Osceola County Department of Health & Human Services 

Joint Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 

                                                                   April 27, 2021 

 
PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

   Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
   Susan Haut, Mecosta Vice-Chair 

Carole Edstrom, Osceola County Board Member 
Jan McBrien, Mecosta County Board Member 

Sally Momany, Osceola County Commissioner 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commissioner 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

ABSENT:                         Glenn Bluhm, Osceola County Vice-Chair 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:08 am via teleconference. 

  
Minutes from the March 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. McBrien. 

Supported and Carried. 
 

The Agenda was reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Haut. Supported and Carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

  
Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners continue to explore whether to start in person Jury 

Trials beginning in May at FSU Williams Auditorium. 
 

LOCAL OFFICE ISSUES/Directors Report: 
 

Acting-Director, Jennifer Schmidt, updated the Boards on: 

• Local Staffing. 
 Five new and recent hires/transfers. (on account of retirements and separations) 

-A Program Manager from Clare County 

-Three Assistance Payments Workers 
-One clerical worker 

• Brandon Dowell will be replacing Cathy Todd as Supervisor of counseling services, wraparound, and 

parent support partner for Osceola County CMH. 

• City of Evart signed on as a MiBridges Community Partner to assist with residences with limited 
computer access or transportation to apply for DHHS services.  

• Details on the Michigan Open Meetings Act 

• New redesign of CPS focusing on prevention coming this Fall. 

• April 1st rollout of the FFPSA (Family First Prevention Services Act) and the QRTP (Qualified 

Residential Treatment Program) 

https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/cws/pages/the-family-first-
prevention-services-act-(ffpsa).aspx 

• Continue to see improvements in UCL overdue tasks. Assistance from other UCL counties is in the 

works. 

• Local Quarterly goal update will be emailed to Board members with discussion at the County Joint-
Board meeting in May. 

• Discussion on virtual activities regarding next week’s annual Public Service Recognition Week. 

 
 

MCSSA:  

• Ms. Curtin stated the recent Listen and Learn session went well. Ms. Covey shared information on 

this year’s Scholarship Awards. Deadline for applying is June 15th. Ms. Schmidt asked to assist in 
determining the awards.   
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Mecosta-Osceola County DHHS 
Board Minutes 
Page - 2 - 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:41 a.m. Supported and carried. The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 

25, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
___________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director                      Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 

Secretary to the Board         
     __________________________________ 

          Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 
 

Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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April 27, 2021 
 

 

PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

Jan McBrien, Member 

Susan Haut, Vice-Chairman 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commission 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:43 am via teleconference.  
 

Minutes from the March 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Haut with 

support by Ms. McBrien. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda reviewed and motion to approve by Ms. McBrien. Supported and Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners continue to explore whether to commence with Jury 

Trials beginning in May at FSU Williams Auditorium. 
 

FISCAL: 

 

A. Financial Report:  

 

The March Financial Report reviewed. A motion to approve was made by Ms. McBrien. Motion 

supported and carried.  
 

COUNTY SPECIFIC BUSINESS:  

 

Please see Joint-Meeting minutes 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Covey at 9:49 a.m. with support by Ms. Haut. The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 10:00 am. 

 
__________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Director                       Janice Covey, Chairman 
Secretary to the Board                                                                            

  
Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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Mecosta-Osceola County Department of Health & Human Services 

Joint Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 

                                                                   May 25, 2021 

 
PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

   Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
Glenn Bluhm, Osceola County Vice-Chair 

   Susan Haut, Mecosta Vice-Chair 
Carole Edstrom, Osceola County Board Member 

Jan McBrien, Mecosta County Board Member 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commissioner 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

ABSENT:                         Sally Momany, Osceola County Commissioner 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Curtin at 9:03 am via teleconference. 

  
Minutes from the April 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Covey with 

support from Mr. Bluhm. Motion carried. 
 

The Agenda was reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Covey with support from Ms. McBrien. 

Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

  

Ms. Nystrom provided update with COVID protocols at the County as it pertains to the recent directives 
coming from the State. Need to check with the individual Courts/Judges on their practices. Current County 

Declaration expires July 31st. 
 

LOCAL OFFICE ISSUES/Directors Report: 
 

Acting-Director, Jennifer Schmidt, updated the Boards on: 

• Mecosta-Osceola County Program Manager, Monique Magee, introduced herself to the Boards. 

• Closure of Muskegon River’s Pathways. 

• Volunteer Transportation Coordinator. Teaming with CMH to fund position. 

• Continue to see positive results in the payments division with overdue-tasks.  

• Redesign in Child Welfare. A local Prevention Work Group pilot started. 

https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/cws/pages/the-family-first-
prevention-services-act-(ffpsa).aspx 

• Commissioners Report presentation to the Mecosta and Osceola County Commissioners. 

• Overview of Q2 Mecosta/Osceola county FY 21 goals. 

 
MCSSA:  

• Ms. Covey updated Boards on Scholarship Award. Upcoming Conference in Traverse City in 

September. (details still developing)   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:46 a.m. Supported and carried. The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 
22, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
___________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director                      Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
Secretary to the Board         

     __________________________________ 
          Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 
 

Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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May 25, 2021 
 

 

PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

Jan McBrien, Member 

Susan Haut, Vice-Chairman 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commission 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:47 am via teleconference.  
 

Minutes from the April 27, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to accept the minutes as written was 

made by Ms. McBrien with support by Ms. Haut. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda reviewed and motion to approve by Ms. McBrien. Supported and carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Ms. Nystrom provided update with COVID protocols at the County as it pertains to the recent directives 

coming from the State. Need to check with the individual Courts/Judges on their practices. Current 
County Declaration expires July 31st.  

 

FISCAL: 

 

A. Financial Report:  

 

The April Financial Report reviewed. A motion to approve was made by Ms. Haut. Motion 
supported and carried.  

 

COUNTY SPECIFIC BUSINESS:  

 

County Director Review completed. A motion was made by Ms. Haut for Recording Secretary, 
Darren Hengesbach, to sign review for members. Motion approved and carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Covey at 10:04 a.m. with support by Ms. Haut. The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 10:00 am. 

 
__________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Director                       Janice Covey, Chairman 

Secretary to the Board                                                                            
  
Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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Mecosta County Park Commission 
Commission Meeting 

 
The April 20, 2021 Commission Meeting of the Mecosta County Park Commission was called to order at 
the Mecosta County Services Building and via live video conference at 5:00 PM by the Commission 
Chairman, Mr. Stratton. 
  

Roll Call  
Members Present: Mrs. Bradstrom, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Hatkowski, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Miller, Mr. O’Neil, 
Mr. Roels, Mr. Stanek, Mr. Stratton and Mr. Vogel. Members Absent: None. Others Present: Jeff Abel - 
Superintendent, Erin Bean - Operations Manager and Kathy Maclean - Administrative Clerk.  
 

Approval of Agenda 
Mrs. Bradstrom Motioned, seconded by Mr. Roels to accept the agenda as presented. Motion carried.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Vogel motioned, seconded by Mr. Griffith to approve the minutes of the March 16th Park 
Commission meeting. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comment: None. 
 

Reports and Updates 
Superintendent’s Updates 
The Superintendent updated the Commission on 18 current and completed projects, including: 

Phone VOIP Conversion was completed at the Administration Building today, Paris, School 
Section and Brower will be completed in the next few days. 
FGC Septic permit has been received, the contractor will be moving equipment and tanks in and 
is anticipating project completion next Monday/Tuesday. 
Millage educational radio and Facebook ads have been created and will circulate until May 4th. 
Radio interviews with Y102 and Big Country have been aired and yard signs distributed.  
Picnic Table Order 73 new picnic tables have arrived; assembly and distribution will occur over 
the next few weeks. 
School Section Swim Buoys have arrived and are ready to be installed. 
FGC Lodge Table arrived today and will be sent to the School Section soon. 
Brower Shallow Water Grant has been submitted and passed the initial review. Scoring will 
take place later this summer. 
Tree Work has been completed at School Section, Brower and Merrill-Gorrel, one tree still to be 
removed from Paris. Staff have been chipping limbs at Brower and School Section during the 
past few weeks.  
Round Rail order has arrived, and fence repairs are ongoing. 
Brower Dragon Trail Parking Area clearing began on April 15th. 
Brown Trout Stocking took place on April 15th. 9900 trout were stocked in the Muskegon River 
from the Paris Park launch. A Rainbow stocking will take place in the next few weeks. 
Road Commission has bladed and graded Brower, School Section, Paris and Merrill-Gorrel Parks 
and the Administration Office parking lot. 
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YTD Revenue Report Camping sales are up more than 30% YTD and almost 4 times as many vehicle 
permits have been sold YTD. 
Dragon Trail Updates - Construction, Fundraising, Marketing, Facebook Trail Building is scheduled 
to resume May 3rd. Mr. Griffith distributed copies of the Dragon Trail ad and article from the 2021 
Michigan Trails Magazine. 
Incident and Accident - None to report. 

 

Correspondence: None.  
 

Committee Actions 
Finance 

Trash Collection Bids two bids were reviewed and discussed. Mr. O’Neil motioned, seconded by 
Mrs. Bradstrom to award the 3-year renewable contract and continue trash collection services 
with Republic Services. Motion carried with a unanimous roll call vote. 
Toilet Paper Bids three bids and samples were reviewed and discussed. Mr. O’Neil motioned, 
seconded by Mr. Vogel to award the contract to Miner Supply Company. Motion carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
Porta Potty Bids One bid from Randy’s Plumbing & Portables was reviewed. Mr. O’Neil 
motioned, seconded by Mr. Griffith to award the contract to Randy’s Plumbing & Portables. 
Motion carried with a unanimous roll call vote. 
RV Pumping Bids One bid from Randy’s Plumbing & Portables was reviewed and discussed. The 
Commissioners requested the Superintendent explore additional options with Randy’s 
Plumbing & Portables. 

Masterplan 
MDOT Resolution Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mr. Vogel to approve a performance 
resolution for governmental agencies as required by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for purposes of issuing a municipal utility an “Individual Permit for Use of State 
Highway Right of Way” and to list the Superintendent of the Mecosta County Park Commission 
as the authorized representative to apply for necessary permits. Motion carried. 

Personnel 
Seasonal Employment Status Updated Currently 37 of 46 positions are staffed. Three of the 
management positions were hired through job postings on work camper sites. One Ground 
Managers position and 8 line-level positions currently remain open. Interviews will resume 
after Brower Park opens for the season. 
 

Financial 
Financial Report - Revenue & Expenses, Cash Spreadsheet, Year-to-Year - Reports were reviewed 
and discussed. 
Approval of Bills - Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mrs. Bradstrom to approve the bills in the 
amounts of $14,045.36 $61,222.92, $36,948.23 and $8,642.17.  Motion carried with a unanimous 
roll call vote. 

   

Public Comment: None.  

Other Business: 
Next Meeting is 5:00 PM, May 18, 2021 at the Mecosta Services Building. 

Adjournment: 5:55 PM 
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Minutes 
Drain Committee Meeting 

Wednesday – May 19, 2021 1:00 pm 
Mecosta County Services Building, Room F & via Zoom 

 
 

1. Call to Order: 1:12 pm 
 

Members Present:  Linda Howard (Chair), Wendy Nystrom, Tom O’Neil, Karla Miller 
 
Others Present: Paul Bullock, Controller / Administrator, Nicole Clementshaw, Deputy 
Drain Commissioner 

 
2. Brady Lake Dam status of project 

• Bid opening has been completed and winning bid went to Tom Knoop. Cost of 
the project is $155,000. There will be a 10-year assessment on this project. 
Hearing is being held June 9, 2021 at 10:00 am at Aetna Township Hall. 

3. Update on drain projects 
• Tonkin Drain – Two easements are still needed and are in the appraisal process. 
• Ives Drain – A few easements are still needed. The design process is going well. 
• Ford Drain – Waiting on vegetation in a couple spots. Project is near substantial 

completion. 
• Cummins Drain – Has been dipped out south of the park  in Remus to where the 

Pine Lake Drain connects with it by Barryton Excavating. 
• Jenkins Drain – We are working with David Behrenwald to get this drain dipped 

out and dead trees removed.  
• Colby Lake Drain – Trapper has removed 6 beaver and is trapping again. Beaver 

dams have been removed and have formed again. Will remove dams after more 
beaver are trapped.  

• Parks Drain – Beaver have been an issue. Barryton Excavating is working with 
property owners to remove beaver dams. 

• Snow Drain – Historical easement affidavits were never recorded. We are 
working with Spicer Group to survey and get historical easements recorded. 

• Culp Drain – Maintenance is needed on this drain to include brushing. 
4. Dam easement review 

• Long Lake dam has temporary easements, but no permanent easements 
recorded. Paul thinks this may be in the road right-of-way and permanent 
easement may not be needed. We will investigate this before pursuing 
permanent easements. 

5. Soil Erosion Permit report though April 2021 
Karla presented the soil erosion permit report through April 30, 2021. 

6. Public comment. None. 
 
7. Date & Time of upcoming Drain Committee Meetings for 2021: 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
 

8. Adjourn.  1:38 pm 
 

Submitted by Nicole Clementshaw 
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BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

10:30 AM COUNTY BUILDING Conf Rm F and Zoom ID 608 471 9153 

May 20, 2021 

 

PRESENT: Wendy Nystrom– Chair, Linda Howard, and Tom O’Neil  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Paul Bullock and Michelle Stenger 

CALL TO ORDER: 10:30 AM 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 

BUILDING REPORT:  

• Building Permits continue to be in demand. 

ZONING REPORT: 

• Compliance Plan 110th Ave., and 18 Mile Rd. Ms. Stenger presented a compliance plan that she 

worked out with the landowner to bring the location up to standards. 

• Planning Commission Vacancy: Ms. Stenger advised that Planning Commission member Gary 

Swier passed away. She requested that the Board begin the process to fill the remainder of his term.  

The Committee will recommend to the Board that applicants be solicited for the vacancy.  

• Carpenter Property 17530 Pretty Street Barryton: Ms. Stenger advised that ownership is cloudy on 

this property and she cannot find a responsible individual to instruct to clean the blight issue up. The 

Committee will recommend to the Board that the matter be forwarded to the Prosecutor to 

begin abatement proceedings.  

 

FINANCIALS: 

• Year to Date: The Committee reviewed the year to date financials and year to year for the month of 

April. Ms. Stenger noted that revenues continue to run over 2020 and are comparable with 2019’s 

figures. 

 

MEMBER COMMENTS: Ms. Howard asked a number of questions regarding a special use permit for an 

agricultural sawmill south of Blanchard. The Committee discussed the process of appealing a special use 

permit. Ms. Howard also passed on information regarding a blight matter in Wheatland Township. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE         

 

Adjournment: 11:19 AM Next regular meeting: June 17, 2021 
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EMS COMMITTEE MINUTES 

1:45 PM Conf Rm F and Zoom ID 608 471 9153 

May 20, 2021 
  

PRESENT: Jerrilynn Strong, Tom O’Neil, and Ray Steinke. 

Others Present: Tim Ladd, Scott Schroeder, and Paul Bullock.  

 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:45 PM   PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: The April 2021 billings, write-offs, and revenue were reviewed. 

The Committee will recommend to the Board that contractual write-offs of $130,880.83, non-

contractual write-offs of $3,754.76, and collections write-offs of $9,049.14 be approved.  

 

MONTHLY STATISTICS: Mr. Ladd presented the number of transports, non-transports, total 

calls, and billings for April 2021. Mr. Ladd also presented the monthly statistics for e-calls, transfers, 

and calls with treatment but no transport.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
• Paramedic Program: Mr. Ladd advised that Great Lakes Paramedic Academy is going to run a 

class in an ISD Classroom. It will be a Tuesday/Thursday evening class for 14 months. The 

class should start in September or October.  

• Sale of Ambulance: The ambulance being taken from service was sold for the approved $5,000.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  NO REPORT 
 

NEXT MEETING: 1:45 PM June 17, 2021  ADJOURNMENT: 2:01PM  
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