
MECOSTA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MORNING SESSION – 10:00 A.M.  

May 6, 2021 

AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER & QUORUM: 
 

Marilynn Bradstrom ____ 
District 1 

William Routley _____ 
District 7 
 

Jerrilynn Strong _____ 
District 2 

 

Linda Howard _____ 
District 3 

    
Ray Steinke _____ 
District 4 
 

Tom O’Neil _____ 
District 5 

Wendy Nystrom _____ 
District 6 

 

 
 
2.   REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

 
  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 1.  Board Minutes – April 15, 2021 

 
 

4. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 
(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
  
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1.  EMS Station Coordinator Appointment 
2.  Local State of Emergency 
 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Mecosta County Resolution #2021-09 – 2021  

Millage Rates for General Fund Budget 
 2.  Mecosta County Resolution #2021-10 – Supporting  

passage of legislation to adopt 4-year terms for  
County Commissioners 

 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 Pre-approved Bills: $930,672.92  
 Non-approved Bills: $91,874.85    

 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
 
 

9. ADMINISTRATORS REPORT: 
  
 
 
10. PUBLIC MATTERS & COMMENTS: 

(5 MINUTES PER PERSON LIMIT) 
 
 
 

 
11. COMMUNICATIONS: 

1.  AAAWM Letter Dated April 9, 2021 
2.  Mecosta County Park Commission –  

March 16, 2021 
3.  Mecosta-Osceola DHHS Minutes – March 23, 2021 
4.  Mecosta County DHHS Minutes – March 23, 2021  
5.  District Health Department #10 Minutes –  

March 26, 2021 
 6.  Mecosta-Osceola DHHS Minutes – April 27, 2021 
 7.  Mecosta County DHHS Minutes – April 27, 2021 

 
12. MINUTES & REPORTS: 
 1.  Building and Zoning – April 15, 2021 
 2.  EMS – April 15, 2021 
 
      3.  Finance  

  
 

13. RESOLUTIONS: 
1.  Cheboygan County Resolution #2021-09 
2.  Iron County Resolution #2021-004 
3.  Iron County Resolution #2021-005 
4.  Wexford County Resolution #21-13 
5.  Grand Traverse County Resolution #38-2021 
6.  Berrien County Resolution #B2104213 
7.  Bay County Resolution #2021-58 
8.  Alger County Resolution #2021-03 
 

14. MISCELLANEOUS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

15. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCE 
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Mecosta County Park Commission 
Commission Meeting 

 
The March 16, 2021 Commission Meeting of the Mecosta County Park Commission was called to order 
at the Mecosta County Services Building and via live video conference at 5:00 PM by the Commission 
Chairman, Mr. Stratton. 
  

Roll Call  
Members Present: Mrs. Bradstrom, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Hatkowski, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Miller, Mr. O’Neil, 
Mr. Roels, Mr. Stanek, Mr. Stratton and Mr. Vogel. Members Absent: None. Others Present: Jeff Abel - 
Superintendent, Erin Bean - Operations Manager and Kathy Maclean - Administrative Clerk.  
 

Approval of Agenda 
Hearing no objection, the agenda stood approved as presented. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Vogel motioned, seconded by Mr. Griffith to approve the minutes of the February 16th Finance and 
Park Commission meetings; February 18th and February 25th Building and Grounds meetings; and 
February 24th Committee of the Whole and Personnel Committee meetings. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comment: None. 
 

Correspondence: A letter from Mr. and Mrs. Pasquantonio was reviewed.  

 

Public Hearing (5:05 PM) - Brower Park Water Access Improvement Grant 

The Chairman paused the Commission meeting and called the public hearing to order.  Public was 
welcomed to comment regarding the grant proposal, no public came forward with comments. The 
hearing was closed at 5:09 PM and the regular monthly meeting of the Commission was resumed. 
 

Reports and Updates 
Superintendent’s Updates 
The Superintendent updated the Commission on 19 current and completed projects, including: 

White Pine Valley Recreation Area directional signs have been installed by the Road 
Commission. Mr. Griffith stated that the Friends of the White Pine Trail are willing to install 
another directional sign for the WPVRA at the trail crossing on Hoover Rd. 
Park Commission 2021 through 2025 Master Plan has been approved by the DNR. 
Family Group Camp Flooring installation in the lower level of the lodge has been completed. 
Server Crash lost data has been deemed not recoverable. 
Family Group Camp Septic permits have been submitted to the Drain Commission for soil and 
erosion and to District Health Department #10. 
Q and A Millage Document has been dispersed to County and Park Commissioners, Township 
Supervisors/Clerks and made available on the Park’s website and social media accounts. 
Cooks Tree Service is in School Section and Brower Parks this week to remove hazard trees and 
limbs and to grind stumps. 
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Reservations/Permit Sales/Seasonal Reservations YTD Report 
Both vehicle permit and reservation revenue year to date are up; with reservation revenue up 
more than 21% over last year. Seasonal camping at Brower Park and School Section Lake are at full 
occupancy with waiting lists. Merrill-Gorrel and Paris Park seasonal camping reservations are up 
26% and 45%, respectively. 
Dragon Trail Updates - Construction, Fundraising, Marketing, Facebook 
Task Order 3 bids were reviewed, Flowtrack MTB was selected for this year’s Mecosta Township 
Trust Fund Grant section of build.  Michigan’s Dragon Trail at Hardy Dam has an official Facebook 
page and has trademarked the Dragon Trail logo. Mr. Griffith motioned, seconded by Mrs. 
Bradstrom to authorize the establishing of a flow through account to handle the sales and sales tax 
collection of Dragon Trail merchandise through Brower Park and the Parks’ Administration offices. 
Merchandise costs to remain the responsibility of the Dragon Trail. Motion carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
Incident and Accident - 2 reports reviewed and discussed. 

 

Committee Actions 
Finance 

Review Grant Match-Brower Trust Fund Grant Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mr. Griffith 
to support the Committee’s recommendation and complete the grant application with a 30% 
County Park match. Motion carried with a unanimous roll call vote. 

 Wood Vendors 2021 Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mr. Vogel to accept the two bulk wood 
vendor bids as the sole service providers. Motion carried. 
Paris Dam Removal Project-Financial Commitment Mrs. Bradstrom motioned, seconded by Mr. 
Griffith to provide a letter of matching funds commitment in the amount of $8,000 to the 
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly for its pursuit of the Fish Habitat Grant Program. Motion 
carried with a unanimous roll call vote.  

Committee of the Whole 
Resident Discounts Mr. Vogel motioned, seconded by Mrs. Bradstrom to discount the price of 
annual vehicle and annual boat permits sold to Mecosta County residents, contingent upon the 
passage of the Park Millage. By providing vehicle and/or boat registration verifying Mecosta 
County residency, a resident of Mecosta County would be able to purchase an annual permit 
for $20 per year, per registered vehicle for a duration of 5 years. Motion carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
Paris Park Day Use Parking Area the Commissioners considered the committee’s 
recommendation to utilize Paris Park as an educational hub and permit day use visitors to 
utilize the Hatchery Building parking area free of charge.  Discussion focused on if this 
rebranding and benefit should be contingent upon passage of the millage. No action was taken. 
Brower Park Boat Entrance Permits Mr. Griffith motioned, seconded by Mrs. Bradstrom to 
support the committee’s recommendation to eliminate the Brower Park boat entrance fee and 
replace the fee with a boat mooring fee starting in 2022, contingent upon the passage of the 
millage. Motion carried with a unanimous roll call vote. 

Personnel 
Drug Testing Process Mr. Hatkowski motioned, seconded by Mr. O’Neil to support the 
Personnel Committee’s recommendation to discontinue pre-employment drug testing for all 
new hires. 9 - yes, Mr. Roels - no, motion carried. 
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Unemployment-Seasonal Employee Designation Mr. O’Neil motioned, seconded by Mr. 
Hatkowski to support the Personnel Committee’s recommendation to request the County 
Board of Commissioners consideration in submitting an application, on behalf of the Park 
Commission, to designate the county as a seasonal employer.  9 - yes, Mr. Vogel - no, motion 
carried. 
Seasonal Employment Update 29 of last year’s seasonal employees expressed interest in 
returning this year. A total of 18 new employee applications have been received to date. Help 
wanted ads have been placed with MI Works, Handshake, Facebook, and on our website. Staff 
will also be attending virtual job fairs.  Discussion took place regarding the payment of the 10% 
retention pay to part time, year-round staff members.  It was determined those payments 
would be made on the last pay period of the calendar year. 

Buildings and Grounds 
Final Review and Recommendation-Brower Park Trust Fund Grant Mrs. Bradstrom motioned, 
seconded by Mr. Griffith to support the building and grounds committee recommendation to 
approve Concept 2 of the Brower Park Water Access Improvements grant proposal and request 
that the County Board of Commissioners review and pass a resolution in support. Motion 
carried with a unanimous roll call vote.  
Round Rail Fence Mr. Vogel motioned, seconded by Mr. Johnson to approve the purchase of 
round rail fencing from American Timber and Steel at a cost of $4,082.50. Motion carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 
Michigan’s Dragon Trail Parking Area-Brower Park Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mrs. 
Bradstrom to support the building and grounds committee recommendation to move forward 
with the revised bid of $31,885 from American Classic Forestry. Motion carried unanimously 
with a roll call vote. 

 Vehicle Review The County Parks vehicle fleet has been reviewed by the building and grounds 
committee chair who recommends the sale of a bucket truck, camper, 2001 ¾ ton Chevy and 
2005 ½ ton Chevy using the auction site govdeals.com.  The Park Commission members agreed 
with the conclusion of the review and sales concept. 
 

Financial 
Financial Report - Revenue & Expenses, Cash Spreadsheet, Year-to-Year - Reports were reviewed 
and discussed. 
Approval of Bills - Mr. Stanek motioned, seconded by Mr. O’Neil to approve the bills in the 
amounts of $3,897.11, $23,188.15, $258.98, $5,567.19 and $4,304.57.  Motion carried with a 
unanimous roll call vote. 

   

Public Comment: None.  
 

Other Business: 
Next Meeting is 5:00 PM, May 19, 2020 at the Parks Administration Offices. 

 

Adjournment: 7:00 PM 
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Mecosta-Osceola County Department of Health & Human Services 

Joint Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 

                                                                   March 23, 2021 

 
PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

    Susan Haut, Mecosta Vice-Chair 
    Glenn Bluhm, Osceola County Vice-Chair 

Jan McBrien, Mecosta County Board Member 
Sally Momany, Osceola County Commissioner 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commissioner 

 
ABSENT:                          Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 

Carole Edstrom, Osceola County Board Member 
   

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:02 am via teleconference. 

  
Minutes from the February 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. McBrien 

with support by Ms. Haut. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda was reviewed. A motion was made to amend Agenda to add approval of Contracts. Supported.  

 
After discussion, a motion by Ms. Covey to have the Osceola County DHHS Board approve the Contract 

Reviews. Motion supported by Ms. Haut. Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

  

Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners setup a vaccination clinic for county employees. Also, 
Mecosta County acquired software promoting better communication and efficiencies between departments. 
 

LOCAL OFFICE ISSUES/Directors Report: 
 

Acting-Director, Jennifer Schmidt, updated the Boards on: 

• Local Staffing. 
 New hire in the Assistance Payments Division starting on April 5th.  Additional hires in the AP 

Division forthcoming on the account of retirement and personnel shifting.  
 Status on Acting-Director Jennifer Schmidt becoming permanent Director. Decision should 

be rendered soon.  

• ESA Mission (Economic Stability Administration) 

• Project One Day – Involves determining client benefits in One-Day by putting the onus on the 

Department on how it collects verifications for determining benefits. A county pilot is in the works. 

• FAP (Food Assistance Program) for College Students rolls out April 1st.  
 

MCSSA:  

• Ms. Covey stated the organization has contracted a company to handle some of the administrative 
duties.  

 
ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bluhm at 9:24 a.m. with support from Ms. McBrien. The next meeting 

will be Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
___________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director                      Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 

Secretary to the Board         
     __________________________________ 

          Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 
 

Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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Mecosta-Osceola County DHHS 
Board Minutes 
Page - 2 - 
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March 23, 2021 
 

 

PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

Jan McBrien, Member 

Susan Haut, Vice-Chairman 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commission 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:25 am via teleconference.  
 

Minutes from the February 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. McBrien 

with support by Ms. Haut. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda reviewed and motion to approve by Ms. Nystrom, Supported and Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners setup a vaccination clinic for county employees. Also, 

Mecosta County acquired software promoting better communication and efficiencies between 
departments. 

 

FISCAL: 

 

A. Financial Report:  

 

The February Financial Report reviewed. A motion to approve was made by Ms. Haut. 
Supported by Ms. McBrien. Motion Carried.  

 

COUNTY SPECIFIC BUSINESS:  

 

Please see Joint-Meeting minutes 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Covey at 9:30 a.m. with support by Ms. Haut. The next meeting 

will be Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 10:00 am. 
 
__________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Director                       Janice Covey, Chairman 

Secretary to the Board                                                                            

  
Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 

Meeting Minutes 

March 26, 2021 

To comply with social distancing requirements, meeting was held at Evergreen Resort, 7880 Mackinaw Trail, Cadillac, 
Michigan; with option to attend via online meeting platform or teleconferencing. 

Forward/Handout (Documents forwarded via email after meeting materials were sent. Copies available at the 
meeting): (1) Email and attachment from Dr. Jennifer Morse concerning quarantine guidance from CDC; (2) Final 
Audit Report for fiscal year 2020; (3) Fiscal year 2021 amended budget; (4) FOIA Appeals memo and documents. 

 
I. Call to Order: Jim Maike, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.  

II. Roll Call  
Members Present – In Person:  Ron Bacon, Robert Baldwin, Betty Dermyer, Paul Erickson, Bran Kolk, Jim 

Maike, Dawn Martin, Judy Nichols, Tom O’Neil, Roger Ouwinga, Richard Schmidt, Ray 
Steinke, Gary Taylor, Hubert Zuiderveen 

Members – Online:  Pauline Jaquish, Nick Krieger, Phil Lewis, Martha Meyette, Shelley Pinkelman  

Member Absent: James Sweet 

Alternate – In-Person: Wendy Nystrom (guest attendee) 

Staff – In-Person: Jane Drake, Kevin Hughes, Christine Lopez, Dr. Jennifer Morse, Sarah Oleniczak 

Associates Online: Vicki Crouch, CPA, Clark-Schaefer-Hackett; Catherine D. Jasinski, attorney, The 
Running Wise Law Firm 

III. Approval of the Agenda. Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Ron Bacon to approve the meeting agenda.  
Motion carried.  

IV. Approval of the Meeting Minutes. Motion by Judy Nichols, seconded by Betty Dermyer, to approve the 
minutes of the February 26, 2021, meeting. Motion carried. 

V. Public Comment:  None 

VI. Committee Reports 

A. Executive Committee. No report. 

B. Finance Committee. Did not meet. Vicki Crouch, CPA, presented the final audit report of the fiscal year 
2020 financial statements. She said the report was submitted with an unmodified opinion letter. She 
highlighted financial statements included with the report and noted the agency saw an increase in working 
capital during the year. She said the agency was in a good current position and able to meet all liabilities 
for the next year. Crouch also commented the audit was conducted virtually and went smoothly. 

1. Accept FY 2020 Audit Report as Presented. Motion by Richard Schmidt, seconded by Hubert Zuiderveen, 
to accept audit report. 
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District Health Department #10  2 
Board of Health Meeting Minutes – March 26, 2021 
Evergreen Resort, Cadillac, MI; or online-teleconference 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin Yes Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger Yes     

Motion carried. 

Christine Lopez, Administrative Services Director, reviewed the financial report for the month ended 
February 28, 2021. The balance sheet showed a total fund balance of $8.1 million. Total revenues for the 
month were almost $2.1 million, with expenses just under $1.6 million.  

2. Approve Accounts Payable and Payroll. Motion by Ray Steinke, seconded by Betty Dermyer, to approve 
the February accounts payable and payroll total of $1,456,110.83. 

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin Yes Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger Yes     

Motion carried. 

Lopez stated the audit report showed the agency’s pension program was funded at 61.5% or above the 
State’s required minimum threshold. She said she would submit the required summary pension report to 
the State. As no corrective action was required, Board approval was not needed. 

Lopez next highlighted the amended budget distributed at the meeting. She summarized various 
adjustments to revenue sources and expenses. Potential state and federal funding sources for COVID-19 
vaccination clinics and contact tracing were discussed in response to questions.  

3. Approve Amended Budget. Motion by Richard Schmidt, seconded by Ron Bacon, to approve the FY 2021 
amended budget. 

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin Yes Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger Yes     

Motion carried. 

C. Personnel Committee: The committee met March 15, 2021. Hubert Zuiderveen, chair, reported the 
committee met to review staff recommendations. Kevin Hughes said the committee considered options to 
address the accumulation of Paid Days Off (PDO) and exempt compensatory time-off (comptime) by agency 
staff. He explained many staff had been working more than 40 hours in a workweek on a consistent basis 
due to the additional workload created by the pandemic. He summarized current policies and rules related 
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District Health Department #10  3 
Board of Health Meeting Minutes – March 26, 2021 
Evergreen Resort, Cadillac, MI; or online-teleconference 

 

comptime for exempt employees. He also reviewed proposed changes to the rules to address the 
accumulation of comptime hours, and an imbalance in compensation between exempt and nonexempt staff. 
Christine Lopez explained the agency would be eligible for reimbursement if staff received payment for 
excess comptime hours. Hughes said the agency also instituted mechanisms to reduce potential overtime 
hours going forward. To ensure fair treatment of employees with excess accumulated time-off hours, and 
to reduce the liability to the agency for these hours, the committee recommended approval of the option to 
buy down accumulated hours, and institute “Pandemic Time” or payment at time-and-a-half for hours 
worked by exempt staff in excess of 40 hours in a workweek. 

4. Approve Changes to Compensatory Time for Exempt Employees (Option #2.) Motion by Hubert Zuiderveen, 
seconded by Betty Dermyer, to pay down balance of compensatory time for exempt employees to 100 
hours, and pay “Pandemic Time” hours at 1.5 times the regular hourly rate for hours worked in excess 
of 40 hours in a workweek. Change to be in effect from March 15, 2021, through the end of the fiscal 
year. 

Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin No Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen Yes 

Nick Krieger Yes     

Motion carried. 

[Hubert Zuiderveen left the meeting.] 

Hughes next explained current rules allowed staff to accumulate PDO up to a maximum of 240 hours. In 
the last year, in order to keep up with regular job duties and additional work resulting from the pandemic 
response, several staff were not able to take time off, and had accumulated excess PDO. The committee 
considered two options to equitably address the issue of excess PDO. 

5. Approve Continued Accumulation of Paid Days Off (Option #1.) Motion by Ron Bacon, seconded by Robert 
Baldwin, to allow employees to continue to accumulate PDO beyond the current cap of 240 hours, 
through September 30, 2001. Employees would then have one year to use excess accumulated hours 
and reduce their balances below the cap.  Motion carried. 

Hughes next informed the Board he shared with the Personnel Committee that the agency would be cutting 
back on scheduling clinics on Saturdays and would be scheduling large clinics at offsite locations during 
the Monday-Friday workweek. Arrangements are in place to ensure calls to the offices are answered during 
clinics, but it may not be possible to keep a staff in each office to be available to walk-ins. He suggested 
offices would be closed on those occasions when staff coverage could not be maintained, with appropriate 
notices posted. 

Hughes reported the Personnel Committee also discussed keeping the current Board officers and committee 
assignments in place through the end of the calendar year. The Board previously agreed at the January 
meeting to continue the Board organization the same through April.  

6. Approve Keeping Board Organization Through December 31, 2021. Motion by Tom O’Neil, seconded by 
Betty Dermyer, to suspend Board Rules and keep current Board organization of officers and committee 
memberships through December 31, 2021.  Motion carried. 
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Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis Yes Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin No Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette Yes Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen --- 

Nick Krieger Yes     

Motion carried. 

VII. Administration Reports 

A. Medical Director. Dr. Jennifer Morse discussed trends of increasing cases of COVID-19 disease, the rise in 
positivity rates for COVID-19 tests, and reports of several large and rapid outbreaks. In response to 
questions, she offered factual and scientific information that could be used in refuting misinformation and 
false claims related to COVID-19 and vaccines. 

B. Deputy Health Officer. No report. 

C. Health Officer. Kevin Hughes noted a packet of documents from the agency attorney had been provided via 
email prior to the meeting, and copies were also made available at the meeting. He said the documents 
concerned FOIA requests and two FOIA appeals received from Tom Rotta, Ludington Torch; and also 
included copies of the DHD#10 FOIA policy and Public Summary. Per the FOIA policy, the FOIA appeals 
were being presented to the Board for final decision. Rotta made two FOIA requests for documents. Fees 
were estimated and assessed for labor time required to fulfill the requests. Rotta appealed the fees.  

As explained in the attorney memo, and summarized by Hughes, the Board response could be to either: 
Waive the fee; Reduce the fee and issue a written determination indicating the specific basis that supports 
the remaining fee; Uphold the fee and issue a written determination indicating the specific basis that 
supports the required fee; or Issue a notice extending the Board response for not more than 10 business 
days.  

7. Uphold FOIA Fees. Motion by Bryan Kolk, seconded by Ray Steinke, to deny the appeal and uphold the 
fees assessed for the two FOIA requests. Discussion in favor indicated the fees assessed were not unusual 
or unreasonable, and it was important to be consistent and “follow the rule.”  Motion carried. 

Rotta also submitted a FOIA request for all meeting materials of the October 20, 2020, Board of Health 
meeting. The request was granted in part and denied in part. A portion of the document provided was 
redacted as exempt from disclosure. Rotta appealed the determination that the redacted portion is exempt. 
The redaction concerned the Health Officer’s self-assessment and opinion of progress achieved in meeting 
his annual performance goals. The attorney memo referenced relevant laws and legal decisions concerning 
the question of whether the information redacted is exempt. 

Options for the Board response were: Reverse the denial; Issue a written notice to the requester upholding 
the denial; Reverse the denial in part and issue a written notice to the requested upholding the denial in 
part; or Issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period to respond. 

8. Uphold FOIA Denial. Motion by Bryan Kolk, seconded by Ray Steinke, to deny the appeal and uphold 
the denial. Discussion in favor indicated the redacted material concerned the Health Officer’s opinion 
and self-assessment; and it is not factual and is preliminary to the Board’s final determination of the 
Health Officer’s performance. Following voice vote, request for Roll Call made by Robert Baldwin. 
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Roll Call Vote 

Ron Bacon Yes Phil Lewis No Roger Ouwinga Yes 

Robert Baldwin No Jim Maike Yes Shelly Pinkelman Yes 

Betty Dermyer Yes Dawn Martin Yes Richard Schmidt Yes 

Paul Erickson Yes Martha Meyette No Ray Steinke Yes 

Pauline Jaquish Yes Judy Nichols Yes Gary Taylor Yes 

Bryan Kolk Yes Tom O’Neil Yes Hubert Zuiderveen --- 

Nick Krieger No     

Motion carried. 

VIII. Other Business  

Jim Maike reminded the members the April 30 meeting will start 30 minutes earlier at 9:30 a.m.  

IX. Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Health is scheduled for Friday, April 30, at 9:30 a.m. Meeting location 
to be determined. 

X. Adjournment 

Jim Maike adjourned the meeting at 11:48 a.m. 
 
 
 

 ______________________________________    ____________________________________ 
 Jim Maike, Chair      Date    Judy Nichols, Secretary   Date 
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Mecosta-Osceola County Department of Health & Human Services 

Joint Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 

                                                                   April 27, 2021 

 
PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

   Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 
   Susan Haut, Mecosta Vice-Chair 

Carole Edstrom, Osceola County Board Member 
Jan McBrien, Mecosta County Board Member 

Sally Momany, Osceola County Commissioner 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commissioner 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

ABSENT:                         Glenn Bluhm, Osceola County Vice-Chair 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:08 am via teleconference. 

  
Minutes from the March 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. McBrien. 

Supported and Carried. 
 

The Agenda was reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Haut. Supported and Carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

  
Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners continue to explore whether to start in person Jury 

Trials beginning in May at FSU Williams Auditorium. 
 

LOCAL OFFICE ISSUES/Directors Report: 
 

Acting-Director, Jennifer Schmidt, updated the Boards on: 

• Local Staffing. 
 Five new and recent hires/transfers. (on account of retirements and separations) 

-A Program Manager from Clare County 

-Three Assistance Payments Workers 
-One clerical worker 

• Brandon Dowell will be replacing Cathy Todd as Supervisor of counseling services, wraparound, and 

parent support partner for Osceola County CMH. 

• City of Evart signed on as a MiBridges Community Partner to assist with residences with limited 
computer access or transportation to apply for DHHS services.  

• Details on the Michigan Open Meetings Act 

• New redesign of CPS focusing on prevention coming this Fall. 

• April 1st rollout of the FFPSA (Family First Prevention Services Act) and the QRTP (Qualified 

Residential Treatment Program) 

https://courts.michigan.gov/administration/scao/officesprograms/cws/pages/the-family-first-
prevention-services-act-(ffpsa).aspx 

• Continue to see improvements in UCL overdue tasks. Assistance from other UCL counties is in the 

works. 

• Local Quarterly goal update will be emailed to Board members with discussion at the County Joint-
Board meeting in May. 

• Discussion on virtual activities regarding next week’s annual Public Service Recognition Week. 

 
 

MCSSA:  

• Ms. Curtin stated the recent Listen and Learn session went well. Ms. Covey shared information on 

this year’s Scholarship Awards. Deadline for applying is June 15th. Ms. Schmidt asked to assist in 
determining the awards.   
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ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:41 a.m. Supported and carried. The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 

25, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
___________________________________       ___________________________________ 
Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director                      Carolyn Curtin, Osceola County Chairman 

Secretary to the Board         
     __________________________________ 

          Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 
 

Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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April 27, 2021 
 

 

PERSONS PRESENT:  Janice Covey, Mecosta County Chairman 

Jan McBrien, Member 

Susan Haut, Vice-Chairman 
Wendy Nystrom, Mecosta County Commission 

Jennifer Schmidt, Acting-Director 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Ms. Covey at 9:43 am via teleconference.  
 

Minutes from the March 23, 2021 meeting were reviewed and motion to approve made by Ms. Haut with 

support by Ms. McBrien. Motion Carried. 
 

The Agenda reviewed and motion to approve by Ms. McBrien. Supported and Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Ms. Nystrom stated Mecosta County Commissioners continue to explore whether to commence with Jury 

Trials beginning in May at FSU Williams Auditorium. 
 

FISCAL: 

 

A. Financial Report:  

 

The March Financial Report reviewed. A motion to approve was made by Ms. McBrien. Motion 

supported and carried.  
 

COUNTY SPECIFIC BUSINESS:  

 

Please see Joint-Meeting minutes 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Covey at 9:49 a.m. with support by Ms. Haut. The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 10:00 am. 

 
__________________________________       ___________________________________ 

Jennifer Schmidt, Director                       Janice Covey, Chairman 
Secretary to the Board                                                                            

  
Darren Hengesbach, Recording Secretary 
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EMS COMMITTEE MINUTES 

1:45 PM Conf Rm F and Zoom ID 608 471 9153 

April 15, 2021 
  

PRESENT: Jerrilynn Strong, Tom O’Neil, and Ray Steinke. 

Others Present: Tim Ladd, and Paul Bullock.  

 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:45 PM   PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: The March 2021 billings, write-offs, and revenue were reviewed. 

The Committee will recommend to the Board that contractual write-offs of $132,458.38, non-
contractual write-offs of $2,661.58, and collections write-offs of $10,520.01 be approved.  
 

MONTHLY STATISTICS: Mr. Ladd presented the number of transports, non-transports, total 

calls, and billings for March 2021. Mr. Ladd also presented the monthly statistics for e-calls, transfers, 

and calls with treatment but no transport.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
• Station Coordinator: Mr. Ladd requested permission to conduct interviews for the three station 

coordinator candidates and to fill the vacancy following the interviews.  The Committee will 
recommend to the Board that the request be approved. 

• Regular Part Time EMT/MERS: Mr. Ladd and the Administrator presented the Letter of 

Understanding, that the Union has approved, to bring the regular EMT’s into MERS.  The 
Committee will recommend to the Board that the Letter of Understanding be approved 
for signature by the Chair. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
• Ambulance: The new ambulance is expected to be delivered in May.  

• Sale of Ambulance: Mr. Ladd advised that Osceola County is interested in purchasing the 

ambulance that will be taken from service when the new one enters service.  The Committee 
will recommend to the Board that the ambulance being taken from service be offered to 
Osceola County for $5,000. If they do not purchase it the Committee will recommend that 
the Director be authorized to authorize it locally for $5,000.  
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  NO REPORT 
 

NEXT MEETING: 1:45 PM May 20, 2021  ADJOURNMENT: 2:06PM  
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
County Building 

P.O. Box 70, Room 131 

Cheboygan, Michigan 49721 

Tel- {231} 627-8858 

Fax- (231} 627-8881 

E-mail- ccaa@cheboyganc~un}y.net 

CHEBOYGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION #2021-09 
SUPPORTING PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION TO ADOPT 4-YEAR TERMS 

FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

WHEREAS the 1963 Michigan Constitution stipulated four-year terms for the county Board of 
Supervisors, the preceding body to today's Board of Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS the Legislature voted in 1966 to abolish Boards of Supervisors and formally replace them 
with Boards of Commissioners after the 1968 elections; and 

WHEREAS Public Act 261 of 1 966 promulgated that the length of terms for the new county 
commissioners shall be concurrent with that of state representatives, as specified in Article IV, section 3 
of the Michigan Constitution; and 

WHEREAS the scope of duties of a county commissioner has greatly increased in the last century -
road patrols, indigent defense, mental health treatment and substance abuse prevention programming, 
so lid waste pick-up and disposal, food and water supply safety, park operations, economic development 
efforts, emergency management and response; and 

WHEREAS Michigan is one of only five states in the United States ti-nt provides for exclusively two
year terms for county commissioners; and 

WHEREAS all other county and township elected officials in Michigan are elected to terms of at least 
four years; and 

WHEREAS the position of county commissioner is a hi ghly complex oversight role that requires years to 
mas ter; and 

WHEREAS legislation to amend state law to enact four-year terms has been fil ed in the fmm of Senate 
Bills 242 and 245; and 

WHEREAS the Michigan Association of Counties suppott the legislation as introduced; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that CHEBOYGAN COUNTY supports SenateBills242and 

245 to enact four-year tetms for County Commissioners. 

Adopted this 13111 day of April , 2021 

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 
Mary Ellen Tryban Richard B. Sangster M ichael Newman Ron \/lfilliams 

Vice-Chairman 

District 5 
Roberta Matelski 

District 6 
John B. Wallace 
Chair 

District 7 
Steve Warfield 
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I, Karen L. Brewster the undersigned, the Clerk of the County of Cheboygan, Cheboygan County, Michigan, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the 
Cheboygan County Board of commissioners at its regular or reconvened meeting held on April 13, 2021, 
relative to adoption of the resolution therein set forth; that said meeting was conducted and public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public 
Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made 
available as required by said Act. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said Court and County, this 131
h 

day of April, 2021. 

Karen L. Brewster - .. 
Cheboygan County Clerk/Register 

- - -... -

2 
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ZĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶƐ

ZĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶ�ϯϴͲϮϬϮϭ
�ĂƚĞ͗��Ɖƌŝů�Ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϮϭ

��Z�^K>hd/KE�K&�d,��'Z�E��dZ�s�Z^���KhEdz��K�Z��K&��KDD/^^/KE�Z^͕�
��EKhE�/E'�d,Z��d^�K&�s/K>�E����E���&&/ZD/E'��Yh�>�WZKd��d/KE�&KZ��>>�

�/d/��E^͘�

t,�Z��^͕ ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŽĨĨŝĐŝĂů�ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƐǁĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶ�ŽĂƚŚ�ƚŽ�ƵƉŚŽůĚ�ƚŚĞ�
hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ��ŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ͖�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ĨƌĞĞ�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ĨƵŶĚĂŵĞŶƚĂů�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨƌĞĞ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ďŽƚŚ�
ƚŚĞ�ϭƐƚ��ŵĞŶĚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘��ŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĐŚŝŐĂŶ��ŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƚŝƚůĞƐ�
ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ�ŝƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�ĂŶĚ
ƵŶĂĐĐĞƉƚĂďůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕�ǁĞ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ŚĂƐ�ĞŶĚƵƌĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�
Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ƵŶƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŝŵĞ�ŽĨ�ŐůŽďĂů�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĚŝƐƚƌĞƐƐ͖�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�
ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŝŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐ͕�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƚŝĞŶĐĞ͕�
ĐŝǀŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĂƐ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞůůŽǁ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐƌŝƐŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ĨĂĐĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕ ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĞƋƵŝǀŽĐĂůůǇ�
ĚĞŶŽƵŶĐĞƐ͕�ĐŽŶĚĞŵŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞũĞĐƚƐ�ŝŶƚŝŵŝĚĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂůůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶůĂǁĨƵů�
ĂďƌŝĚŐŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕�ůŝďĞƌƚŝĞƐ͕�ƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ŝŵŵƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ͕�ĚŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�
ĂŶǇ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�ǁŚĂƚƐŽĞǀĞƌ͖�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ĂĨĨŝƌŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĞĂƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĐŝƚŝǌĞŶ�
ŽĨ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĨĂŝƌůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ĞƋƵĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǇĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ͖�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕ ŝŶ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ǁŝƐŚ�
ƚŽ�ĐŽŶĨŝƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚƵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĂǁ͕�ĨƵůůǇ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͖�ĂŶĚ

t,�Z��^͕�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů�ŽĨ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ�
ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůŝƐŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ��>>�ĐŝƚŝǌĞŶƐ�ŽĨ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞǆƚĞŶƚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
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EKt�d,�Z�&KZ�����/d�Z�^K>s����z�d,��'Z�E��dZ�s�Z^���KhEdz��K�Z��K&�
�KDD/^^/KE�Z^ �^�&K>>Kt^͗�dŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ŚĞƌĞďǇ�
ĚĞŶŽƵŶĐĞƐ�ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ�ŽĨ�ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĨĨŝƌŵƐ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚƐ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞƋƵĂů�
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ĐŝƚŝǌĞŶƐ�ŽĨ�'ƌĂŶĚ�dƌĂǀĞƌƐĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͘
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