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CHARTER SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Mapleton City Understands that the Louisa May Alcott Charter School has generated significant 
interest and questions from nearby residents.  This document explains what the City can and 

cannot do under Utah law, how the application will be reviewed, and how residents can 
participate in the process. 

1.   Can Mapleton City prohibit a charter school from being built in a residential 
neighborhood? 

No. Utah law expressly identifies charter schools as a permitted use in all municipal zoning 
districts, including residential zones. 

This means the City cannot prohibit a charter school simply because the surrounding area 
consists primarily of single-family homes or because residents believe the school would be more 
appropriate in another location. 

There are limited statutory exceptions, but general neighborhood opposition or concerns about 
compatibility are not sufficient legal grounds to prohibit a charter school. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(7). 

2.   Can the City deny the school because residents oppose it? 

No. Utah law generally limits the grounds for denying a charter school's land use application to 
failure to comply with applicable, objective development standards specifically authorized by 
state law. 

The City must apply these standards consistently, regardless of whether a project is popular or 
controversial. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(2)(b). 

3.   What aspects of the proposed school can Mapleton City review? 

The City retains authority to review certain objective development standards, including: 

Building setbacks from property lines. 

Building height, bulk, and massing. 

Parking requirements, subject to state limitations. 
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Driveway locations and curb cuts. 

On-site traffic circulation, including vehicle access and circulation patterns. 

Limited location-related health and safety considerations authorized by state law. 

These requirements must be based on objective standards rather than subjective opinions about 
the project's desirability. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(2)(b). 

4.   Can the City require the school to address traffic congestion and student drop-off and 
pickup? 

Yes, but the City's authority is limited. 

The City can review applicable traffic circulation standards, including driveway access and 
vehicle circulation. State law also requires coordination between the school and City to avoid or 
mitigate existing and potential traffic hazards and maximize student safety. 

However, the City cannot deny an otherwise compliant school simply because it will generate 
additional traffic or because nearby residents are concerned about congestion. 

The City will work with the school to evaluate access, circulation, and potential safety concerns 
within the authority granted by state law. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(2)(b), (3), and (4). 

5.   Can the City require the school to widen roads, construct sidewalks, or install other off-
site improvements? 

The City will require the widening of 1200 North in front of the school and the installation of curb, 
gutter and sidewalk improvements along its frontage.  However, Utah law restricts a 
municipality's ability to require a charter school to pay for or participate in roadway or sidewalk 
improvements that are not located on or contiguous to school property. 

The City can also work cooperatively with the school to identify voluntary improvements that 
would benefit students and surrounding residents. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(3)(b). 

6.   Can Mapleton City require a traffic impact study? 

It depends. The City may not require a charter school to participate in the cost of any roadway or 
sidewalk, or a study on the impact of a school on a roadway or sidewalk, that is not reasonably 
necessary for the safety of school children. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(3)(b) and (4). 
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7.   Can the City require the school to provide adequate parking? 

Yes, subject to specific limitations. 

The City may apply legally authorized parking standards. However, Utah law limits the amount of 
parking a municipality may require of a charter school. 

The City cannot impose more restrictive parking requirements simply because nearby residents 
are concerned about parking on neighborhood streets. 

The City may also work with the school to encourage effective parking management and student 
drop-off and pickup procedures. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(2)(b) and (7)(c). 

8.   Can the City limit the number of students attending the school? 

Generally, no. State law does not give the City general authority to establish a maximum student 
enrollment based on neighborhood preferences, traffic concerns, or the surrounding zoning 
district. 

Student enrollment and school operations are primarily matters for the charter school's governing 
board and state-authorized oversight entities. 

However, the school's development must still comply with applicable objective land use 
standards and state building and safety requirements. 

 

9.   Can Mapleton City require additional landscaping, fencing, or architectural 
improvements? 

Generally, no.  Utah law expressly limits municipal authority to impose requirements concerning 
landscaping, fencing, aesthetics, and construction materials on charter schools. 

The City can encourage the school to incorporate landscaping, screening, fencing, and 
architectural features that are compatible with surrounding homes, but it generally cannot require 
these improvements as conditions of land use approval. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(3)(a). 

10.   Will the proposed school require a public hearing before the Planning Commission or 
City Council? 

No. Since a charter school is a permitted use under state law, the City cannot require a 
discretionary rezoning or conditional use approval simply because the proposed development is a 
charter school. 

If the application complies with the applicable objective standards, the City must process it 
through the legally authorized administrative review process.  A public hearing before the Planning 
Commission or City Council is not required for that review. 
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11.   Who reviews the building plans and conducts construction inspections? 

The Utah Division of Facilities Construction and Management (DFCM) has state-assigned 
responsibilities relating to public school construction oversight, including plan review and 
inspections under applicable state requirements. 

The City's land use review is separate from state building-code and construction oversight. 

State law generally prohibits municipalities from conducting school construction inspections or 
charging inspection fees. The City may request a construction walk-through and provide 
recommendations as authorized by statute. 

Legal references: Utah Code § 10-20-304(3)(d) and (5); Utah Administrative Rule R277-471. 

12.   Can the City require the school to select a different location? 

Generally, no. The City may identify traffic, safety, access, or infrastructure concerns and 
encourage the school to consider alternative locations or design changes. 

However, the City cannot require relocation simply because another site may be more desirable 
or because the surrounding neighborhood opposes the project. 

State law allows certain location-related restrictions when necessary to avoid unreasonable 
health or safety risks, but these restrictions must satisfy the applicable legal requirements. 

Legal reference: Utah Code § 10-20-304(2)(b) and (3)(f). 

13.   Can residents submit comments or express concerns about the project? 

Yes. Mapleton City encourages residents to share questions and concerns, particularly those 
involving traffic safety, vehicle access, pedestrian circulation, and other matters within the City's 
review authority.  Comments may be submitted to sconroy@mapleton-ut.gov. 

Although public opposition cannot independently justify denial, resident input may help identify 
specific issues that warrant further review or discussion with the school. 

Residents may also communicate directly with the charter school's governing board regarding 
operational issues, including student enrollment, school hours, drop-off and pickup 
management, and neighborhood relations. 

 

14.  What is Mapleton City doing to address neighborhood concerns? 

Mapleton City is committed to ensuring that the proposed school receives a thorough and legally 
appropriate review. 

mailto:sconroy@mapleton-ut.gov
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The City's priorities include evaluating applicable development standards, identifying traffic and 
pedestrian safety concerns, coordinating with the school regarding potential improvements, and 
communicating accurate information to residents. 

While state law limits the City's ability to require certain changes, the City can continue working 
cooperatively with the school to seek practical solutions that protect student safety and minimize 
impacts on surrounding neighborhoods. 

The City's goal is to ensure compliance with state law while advocating for a safe, well-designed 
project that is as compatible as possible with the surrounding community. 

 


