
Downtown Manassas Walking Tour
Explore these historic streets and learn how a city was born.
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War on the Landscape
In the early summer of 1861, preparations 
for war made Manassas Junction one of the 
most famous places on earth. The railway 
junction held great strategic significance for the 
Confederacy, and the new nation assembled 
its largest army to defend this place. The effort 
resulted in the first major battle of the Civil War 
on July 21, 1861, five miles north of here. 

The First Battle of Manassas ushered in a brutal, 
long war. After the battle, the Confederate army 
remained in the area for the winter, consuming 
woodlots, livestock, and crops. A local resident 
remembered, “There was enough firewood on 
our farm to last us for hundreds of years. But the 
Southern troops had their quarters here and cut 
down every bit of it.” From Manassas Junction 
through Centreville to Fairfax, the Confederate 
army scarred the landscape with vast camps and 
fortifications. 

Basket used by the Marstellar 
family to gather eggs, fruits 
or vegetables. The Manassas 
Museum’s collection is home to 
many objects that speak to the 
farming life practiced by the 
families that lived here during 
the Civil War. 

— Photograph by Don Flory
Manassas Museum Collection

The Confederates built a complicated network of fortifications 
to defend Manassas Junction.  Note the railroad running 
through the image.  

— Courtesy of the Library of Congress

This detail from a mid-nineteenth century map shows the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad line intersecting with 
the Manassas Gap Railroad line. The strategic value of 
these two lines put the area in the crossfire of two warring 
armies in the summer of 1861.   

— Courtesy of the Library of Congress

[Manassas] is the point of attraction for the whole South….There 
must be fighting here, and [this] is the place, therefore, for meeting 
people, not unlike New York. 

— Charleston [SC] Mercury, June 27, 1861

1861

Occupation or Liberation
Eight months after their victory at the First 
Battle of Manassas (five miles north of here), the 
Confederates abandoned Manassas Junction, 
burning more than a million pounds of provisions 
and destroying the railroad line as they left. Days 
later, the Union army arrived. A reporter for 
Harper’s Weekly wrote:   

The sight here cannot be portrayed; the 
large machine shops, the station-houses, the 
Commissary and Quartermaster store-houses, 
all in ashes.  On the track stood the wreck of a 
locomotive, and not far down the remains of four 
freight cars which had been burned…

— Harper’s Weekly, March 29, 1862

Union Officer’s sword and 
scabbard, retrieved from the 
battlefield after the Battle of 
Second Manassas, August, 
1862.  

— Photograph by Don Flory
Manassas Museum Collection

These striking images tell two very different 
stories experienced by area residents during 
the war.  In the photo on the left, a white 
family prepares to leave their home in 
Centreville before the advancing Union 
Army.  In the sketch above, enslaved people 
took the opportunity to come into Union 
lines seeking freedom. 

— Courtesy of the Library of Congress 

This dramatic photograph 
shows the ruins of Manassas 
Junction in the spring 
of 1862, destroyed by 
the Confederate Army 
when it fell back towards 
Richmond.

— Courtesy of the 
Library of Congress

Most local residents saw the Union troops as 
hostile invaders—objects of fear and loathing. 
But many enslaved people saw in the Union 
army the promise of freedom. Over the coming 
months, thousands of enslaved people from Prince 
William and nearby counties fled into Union lines.  
Soldiers called these people “contrabands.”

Contrabands are coming in freely.  Today I 
counted twelve…coming down the track of the 
Orange and Alexandria Railway, each with a 
little bundle sling on a stick over his shoulder. 
Over $15,000 worth of property walking on its 
own hook!

— A soldier of the 21st New York, April 15, 1862

1862

Visit www.manassascity.org/leisure or call 703-368-1873 to learn more

Occupation or 
Liberation

(Pr. Wm. St. entrance to 
Museum)

  Jackson’s Raid
During the summer of 1862, Manassas Junction 
became a major supply hub for Union armies 
operating in Virginia, making it a target for 
the Confederates. On August 27, Confederate 
General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson 
unleashed his 24,000 troops on the depot here. 
Soldiers found both staples and delicacies — 
more than they could eat or carry. What they 
could not carry off, they burned.

Jackson’s dash to Manassas forced the Union 
army to retreat from the Rappahannock in 
pursuit. The federals did not find him here 
(he left behind only smoldering ruins at the 
Junction), but five miles north, on the First 

This painted 
piece of board 

is said to be from a 
railroad car at Manassas 
Junction prior to its 
destruction by Stonewall 
Jackson’s troops in 1862.  The 
companion piece to this board 
resides in the collection of the 
Atlanta Historical Society.  

— Photograph by Don Flory
Manassas Museum Collection

In this October 1863 image, a soldier stands beside 
the ruins of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
near Bristoe Station.  Jackson’s men ripped up this 
rail line during their surprise attack on Manassas 
Junction in August, 1862. 

— Courtesy of the Library of Congress

This sketch by Union mapmaker 
Robert Knox Sneden depicts the 
results of the raid by Jackson’s 
men on Manassas Junction in 
August, 1862.

— Courtesy of the Virginia Museum 
of History and Culture

Manassas battlefield. On August 28, Jackson 
lured the Union army into battle. Two days 
later, Lee’s army of Northern Virginia achieved 
a stunning victory at Second Manassas, as the 
Union army retreated toward Washington.

No pen can describe the rollicking antics of 
Jackson’s men, as they reveled among the good 
things spread in prodigal profusion around 
them – in army goods and sutler stores.  It was 
more than funny to see the ragged, rough, dirty 
fellows, who had been half living on roasted 
corn and green apples for days, now drinking 
Rhine wine, eating lobster salad, potted tongue, 
cream biscuit, pound cake, canned fruits, and 
the like…

— John S. Robson, 52nd Virginia

1862
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A Railroad Town
The railroad that brought such destruction to Manassas 
became the catalyst for its recovery.  Returning residents 
and new arrivals built hotels, factories and businesses 
along the rail line.  Trains exported local products to 
regional markets.  As the community grew, streets were 
laid out and homes built.  Soon, a thriving town existed 
on what had been a barren landscape.  

In 1896, the Southern Railway took over the line running 
through Manassas.  Offering freight and commuter 
services, the Southern made Manassas a railroad town 
in the truest sense of the word.  Today, freight trains 
still rumble by on a daily basis and Amtrak and Virginia 
Railway Express provide regular inter-city and commuter 
services.

An early Southern Railway 
schedule illustrates the long-
standing relationship this area 
has with trains. 

— Manassas Museum Collection

This 1869 map of Manassas 
shows how the town grew up 
along the rail line.

— Manassas Museum Collection

A Southern freight train 
passes in front of the 
Southern States building, 
1950.  Businesses like 
this took advantage of the 
cheap transportation the 
railroad provided to ship 
goods to distant markets.

— Manassas Museum 
Collection

1865 - 1900

My father commuted twenty-eight years back and forth on the 
train.  One night he came back and was quite elated because he 
had seen Colonel John S. Mosby on the train.  He was a great 
admirer of Mosby.

— Virginia Speiden Carper

Visit www.manassascity.org/leisure or call 703-368-1873 to learn more
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Albert Speiden
Although early Manassas residents knew Albert Speiden as a church 
deacon, Town Council member, the first president of the Manassas 
Volunteer Fire Company, and a devoted husband and father, he 
was also a renowned architect who designed hundreds of buildings 
during his lifetime. 

Albert Speiden was also one of the town’s first commuters on what 
was affectionately called the Southern Railway “milk train” for its 
cargo of Shenandoah Valley farm goods headed for Washington, 
D.C.  His daughter, Virginia Speiden Carper, fondly recalled how 
her father caught the train each day: “He could time it so that on a 
run he could leave here [their home] when he heard the train blow, 

but he’d have to run for it.”

Speiden’s architectural legacy in 
Manassas includes the first Town 
Hall; the Nicol/Post Office 
building; the Hopkins Candy 
Factory; Hibbs and Giddings Store; People’s National 
Bank; the former Grace Methodist and Manassas Baptist 
Churches; and this 1905 home where Speiden and his 
family lived.

In 1885, William Speiden 
established an architectural 
and patent drafting practice 
in Washington, D.C.  From 
1890-1898, Albert Speiden 
worked there assisting his older 
brother with executing patent 
drawings and preparing patent 
applications.  In 1896, the 
Speiden brothers established the 
architectural firm Speiden & 
Speiden, Architects.  This sign 
hung outside their office.

— Manassas Museum Collection

Speiden’s architectural 
drawing of Grace 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church South and a 
present day image of the 
church located at the 
corner of Church and 
Main Streets.

— Manassas Museum 
Collection

1900s

Albert Speiden

— Manassas Museum Collection

Our Story Continues
The decades of post-war growth in Manassas 
were nearly lost in 1905 when a disastrous fire 
destroyed more than 30 homes and businesses.  
Undeterred, local residents rebuilt bigger and 
better, setting the town on the path for the city 
we know today.  Farms underpinned the local 
economy and brought prosperity to the area.  A 
thriving business district emerged that included 
restaurants, stores, a candy factory and hotels.  
Central to it all was the railroad that was the 
lifeblood of the town.

Dairy Festival program, 1932.  
This annual event was built 
around the region’s agricultural 
roots.

— Manassas Museum CollectionThis graphic photo shows the 
destruction to the town caused by 
the 1905 fire.

— Manassas Museum Collection

This aerial view of the city shows the growth of the 
last 100 years. 

— Manassas Museum Collection

Today, the rural community has given way 
to homes and urban sprawl, but Manassas 
still retains that small town feel.   A vibrant 
historic downtown coupled with the 
preservation of important historic landmarks 
and battlefield lands has made Manassas a 
tourism destination.  We celebrate our past 
while looking to what the future holds.

1900 - present
View from the Courthouse, 
1903 or 1904, showing the 
small town that was Manassas 
at the dawn of the last century.

— Manassas Museum Collection

Visit www.manassascity.org/leisure or call 703-368-1873 to learn more

The Town Is Born
As the twentieth century dawned, an emerging town stood on what was once battle-
scarred land.  Incorporated in 1873, Manassas included churches, businesses, banks, 
newspapers, a small force of police and firemen, and hundreds of homes.  The influence 
of the railroad continued to shape the community and was the main factor in Manassas 
becoming the county seat in 1892.  Women in particular played an important role in 
shaping the town during the first quarter of the twentieth century, establishing schools, 
working in local businesses and creating civic organizations that supported a wide array 
of charitable causes.  Segregation was a way of life, yet local black citizens contributed 
much to their neighborhoods, building schools, churches and businesses central to the 
growth of the community.

Surveying tools like this one 
were used when laying out 
streets and lots in Manassas 
during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 

— Photograph by Don Flory
Manassas Museum Collection

Eugenia Osbourn (left) and 
Jennie Dean (below) used their 
passion for education to establish 
schools in the late nineteenth 
century for the children of 
Manassas.

— Manassas Museum Collection
Everything is new here…

      — George Carr Round, 1885

1873 - 1915

Visit www.manassascity.org/leisure or call 703-368-1873 to learn more

This view of Center Street in 1915 shows 
the first water lines being installed.  Note 
the horse drawn carriages parked in the 
background.  For Manassas, automobiles 
were still a thing of the future when this 
photo was taken.

— Manassas Museum Collection
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1 - Manassas Industrial School/Jennie Dean Memorial (1.9 miles)
1. Start out going west on Prince William St toward Battle St.
2. Turn left to stay on Prince William St.
3. 9601 Wellington Rd, Manassas, VA 20110

Historic Sites
1 - Manassas Industrial School/

Jennie Dean Memorial
9601 Wellington Rd.

Manassas, VA

DIRECTIONS

2 - Liberia House (1.8 miles)
1. Start out going east on Prince William St toward Main St.
2. Take the 1st left onto Main St.
3. Take the 1st right onto Center St/VA-28.
4. Take the 2nd left onto Zebedee St/VA-28. Continue to follow VA-28.
5. Turn left onto Liberia Ave.
6. Turn right onto Portner Ave.
7. 8601 Portner Ave., Manassas, VA 20110

3 - Mayfield Earthwork Fort (1.8 miles)
1. Start out going east on Prince William St toward Main St.
2. Take the 1st left onto Main St.
3. Take the 1st right onto Center St/VA-28. Continue to follow Center St.
4. Turn left onto Prescott Ave.
5. Take the 2nd right onto Quarry Rd.
6. Take the 2nd right to stay on Quarry Rd.
7. 8401 Quarry Rd, Manassas, VA 20110-5327

4 - Cannon Branch Earthwork Fort (3.9 miles)
1. Start out going west on Prince William St toward Battle St.
2. Take the 3rd right onto Grant Ave/VA-234.
3. Take the 1st left onto Church St/VA-28. Continue to follow VA-

28.
4. Turn left onto Godwin Dr.
5. Turn right onto Gateway Blvd.
6. Make a U-turn at Wakeman Ct onto Gateway Blvd.
7. 10611 Gateway Blvd, Manassas, VA 20110-2054, is on the right.

5 - ARTfactory
1. Across Prince William St. at 9419 Battle St., Manassas, VA 20110

6 - Southern Railroad Depot
1. Across Prince William St. at 9431 West St., Manassas, VA 20110

2 - Liberia House
8601 Portner Ave.

Manassas, VA

3 - Mayfield Earthwork Fort
8401 Quarry Rd.

Manassas, VA

4 - Cannon Branch Earthwork Fort
10611 Gateway Blvd.

Manassas, VA

5 - ARTfactory
 9419 Battle St. 
Manassas, VA

6 - Southern Railroad Depot
8431 West St.
Manassas, VA

Manassas Museum
9101 Prince William Street - Manassas, VA  20110


