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City Hall opens The Hall
Art Exhibit

City of Manassas, VA ... The Hall at City Hall is the new place for local artists to display
their work. When Councilman Ian Lovejoy talked to City Manager W. Patrick Pate about
replacing the 1980’s artwork in City Hall at low or no cost, an idea was born. It begins with
the inaugural exhibit by the p-ART-ners, a professional network of Manassas area artists.

In 2009 the City Council created an Arts and Tourism District in the Historic Downtown
area of the city. With City Hall being right in the middle of the district, why not bring public
art inside City Hall? Staff was tasked with learning about gallery space and making the area
ready for artist displays. Local artist Michele Frantz, Center for the Arts Gallery Director
Anna Mish, and Osbourn High School Art Teacher Sarah Weaver were consulted to help
with preparations for the opening. A picture railing already existed in the first floor
hallway, so very little was needed to turn the hallway into The Hall.

P-ART-ners volunteered to be the first group to display their art in The Hall. The exhibit
features an eclectic mix of vibrant scenery, Civil War portraits, and historic sites from more
than 10 different artists. There is something for almost any taste. The exhibit runs from
Feb. 13 through March 13. Exhibits will rotate in and out of The Hall and will include
different forms of visual art. Visiting The Hall is free and open to the public from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. and later when evening meetings are held in the building.

“It is our hope that this new gallery space will be a great place for the public to visit,” said
City Manager W. Patrick Pate. “Maybe it will inspire artists of the future.”
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