Project #21-051
Urban Agriculture
Land Development Code Amendment

REPORT SUMMARY. ...

Project Name: Urban Agriculture

Proponent/Owner: Community Development Department
Project Address: Citywide

Request: Code Amendment

Type of Action: Legislative

Date of Hearing: September 9, 2021

Submitted By: Mike DeSimone, Director
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval to the Municipal Council
of the proposed amendments to Chapters 17.08, 17.11, 17.37 and 17.62 of the Land
Development Code.

REQUEST

This is a proposed amendment to the Land Development Code (LDC) permitting Community
Agriculture and Urban Agriculture throughout the City. More specifically, the proposed language
specifies how chickens, domestic fowl, bees, miniature and larger livestock may be kept on
properties. This amendment also includes standards for Community Agriculture and makes a
distinction between general Agriculture and Urban Agriculture. This amendment is in response
to inquiries we regularly receive about keeping chickens on residential lots.

Community Agriculture means crop production, horticulture, floriculture, or viticulture and
which may include facilities for the sale of produce, plants, and/or flowers produced or grown
on- site. The phrase "agriculture, community" is lower in scale than "agriculture” and more
restricted in its operations. Community Agriculture includes composting (of agricultural
byproducts produced on-site for use on-site) and seasonal produce stands as accessory uses.
Community Agriculture is separated into three categories:

Community Gardens are gardens that are maintained and cultivated by non-profit entities or
groups of individuals who engage in the activity for their own benefit;

Small community-supported Farms are farms that are less than two acres in area, in which
produce, plants, and/or flowers are grown and harvested on behalf of a community of
members ("shareholders") who pledge financial support in advance of the growing season;
and

Market Gardens are gardens up to one-half acre in area in which produce, plants, and/or
flowers are grown for off-site distribution and sale.

Urban Agriculture means the production of food within an urban area on a scale that is for
personal use and consumption. Urban agriculture can also include animal husbandry (e.g.,
breeding and raising livestock), beekeeping, aquaculture (e.qg., fish farming), aquaponics (e.qg.,
integrating fish farming and agriculture), and non-food products such as producing seeds,
cultivating seedlings, and growing flowers.

There is a difference in scale between community agriculture and urban agriculture as
community ag is centered around a larger involvement by more people in raising plants or food



whereas the urban ag is generally a private individual raising plants, animals and vegetables for
their own consumption with some secondary distribution. There are currently a number of
community gardens in Logan providing food for residents unable to grow it at their own
residence. These are also important for Logan’s refugee and immigrant population as they are
able to capitalize on these community spaces to grow food indicative of their native countries.
Both types of agriculture are important and encourage residents to raise their own food.

Proposed changes to Land Development Code — summarized below and attached.

17.08: Neighborhood Residential Uses - Added Community Agriculture and Urban Agriculture
to the Residential Use Table in 17.08.040 as permitted uses in all zones.

17.11: District and Corridor Uses - Added Community Agriculture and Urban Agriculture to the
Commercial/Industrial Use Table in 17.11.030 as permitted uses in all zones.

17.37: Additional Development Standards

The proposed language in 17.37 was gleaned from several different communities in Utah
currently permitting chickens, bees and other animals.

17.37.080 (chickens) — standards for permitting domestic fowl on residential lots based on lot
sizes, existing residential development, lot requirements (setbacks), chicken coop/run
requirements, and nuisance elements.

17.37.090 (beekeeping) — standards for permitting beekeeping on residential lots based on lot
sizes, registration with the State, lot requirements, existing residential development, and
setbacks from adjoining parcels.

17.37.100 (miniature livestock) — standards for permitting miniature livestock on residential
lots based on lot sizes and minimum lot area available for animals, health and sanitation
requirements, zoning, residential development, and setbacks from adjoining parcels.

17.37.110 (large livestock) — standards for permitting large livestock (horses, cows, goats,
sheep) on residential lots based on lot sizes and minimum lot area available for animals, health
and sanitation requirements, zoning, residential development, and setbacks from adjoining
parcels.

17.37.120 (Community Agriculture) — operational standards for community gardens,
community supported gardens and market gardens to help minimize or reduce potential impacts
to neighboring properties.

17.62: Definitions - added definitions of Community Agriculture, Urban Agriculture and
beekeeping, and narrowed the general definition of Agriculture to just for commercial purposes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND SUMMARY

The proposed changes to the Land Development Code are in response to requests we have
received from residents regarding raising chickens in residential areas. We have also
responded to issues regarding livestock with limited standards to fall back on. There are many
areas of Logan that are suitable for raising livestock of all types or sizes and the proposed
language provides minimum operational standards to help avoid any nuisance problems with
adjacent property owners. Generally, complaints come down to how well an owner maintains
their property and manages their animals by controlling noise, odors, feed, manure and rodents.
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Staff would recommend that the Planning Commission forward a recommendation of approval
to the Council for their consideration.

GENERAL PLAN
The proposed amendments are minor in nature and are consistent with the General Plan.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
As of the time the staff report was prepared, no public comments had been received.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Legal notices were published in the Herald Journal on 8/28/21, posted on the City’s website and
the Utah Public Meeting website on 8/30/21, and noticed in a quarter page ad on 8/21/21.

AGENCY AND CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS
As of the time the staff report was prepared, no comments have been received.

RECOMMENDED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL
The Planning Commission bases its decisions on the following findings:

1. Utah State Law authorizes local Planning Commission to recommend ordinance
changes to the legislative body (Municipal Council).
2. The Code Amendments are done in conformance with the requirements of Title 17.51 of
the Logan Municipal Code.
3. The proposed Code Amendments are consistent with the Logan City General Plan.
4, The proposed Code Amendments are minor in nature.
This staff report is an analysis of the application based on adopted city documents, standard city development practices, and available information. The report is to be used to review and consider the merits
of the application prior to and during the course of the Planning Commission meeting. Additional information may be revealed by participants at the Planning Commission meeting which may modify the staff
:sg‘ritnzﬁd become the Certificate of Decision. The Director of Community Development reserves the right to supplement the material in the report with additional information at the Planning Commission
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