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PUBLIC WORKS - ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

1365 S. Camino del Rio
Durango, CO  81303

970-382-6363

Applicant/Agent Name, Mailing Address

Contractor Name, Mailing Address

*Work within the County Road ROW requires a $5000 License & Permit Bond

and a License Agreement for Construction of a Driveway.

Address of Driveway assigned by County GIS:  ______________________________________________________

Is there a gate code?  List it here please:  _________________________________

___________________________________________________Permit Completed and Approved Date: 

Authorized Signature for County: ____________________________________________________________

Permit #:

County* State Highway

In signing below and accepting this Driveway Permit, the undersigned (or representative of - attach form) Permittee, vertifies that he/she had read and 

understands the foregoing provisions; that he/she has the authority to sign for and bind Permittee to all conditions set forth herein.  The Permittee furhter 

verifies, by virtue of signature, that the appropriate specifications and standards, driveway checklist and special conditions has been received.

Applicant Signature: __________________________________    Date: _____________________

A site plan is required with this application.  Show the layout and length of drive.  A simple line for the driveway, and a shape for the dwelling is what 

we need.  Show turnouts and turnarounds when applicable.  Show radii when applicable and also location of structures/dwellings.

Other

UPON COMPLETION OF PROJECT, CALL FOR FINAL INSPECTION 970-382-6378

FINAL INSPECTION - Call Mike at 970-382-6378

Durango Fire: 

970-382-6023

karola.hanks@durangofire.org

FIRE DISTRICT CONTACTS

Ft. Lewis Mesa: 

970-588-3400

office@flmfire.org

Los Pinos Fire: 

970-563-9501

begger@lospinosfire.com

Permit Fee: $100

Pymt. Received on:

License Agreement

       Y              N

Upper Pine River: 

970-884-9508

firemarshal@upperpinefpd.org

This permit valid for one year from date of issue.

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT

engineering@co.laplata.co.us

 Upon completion of driveway, call for final

inspection 970-382-6378 

PARCEL NUMBER MARK DRIVEWAY FOR INSPECTION.  Call 970-382-6378 once marked.

NOTES:

Type of Road:   

(Circle or Check)

Date of Issue

DO NOT WRITE BELOW - FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

 Y  N

IMPORTANT!!!  PLEASE READ THOROUGHLY!

 Subdivision

*Bond on

file

MARK YOUR DRIVEWAY ACCESS or make an appointment with inspector.  Flagging should be at road, dwelling location and along drive if needed.

Driveway Permit granted and approved for construction:   Date ___________________________________________

Granted and Approved By:  ________________________________  Title: ________________________________

Permit must be available on site during construction.  Once driveway is complete, schedule a FINAL INSPECTION by calling 970-382-6378.

Your driveway is not considered COMPLETE until a FINAL INSPECTION has been completed.

The issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy (CO)from the building department will be delayed if a driveway has not been final inspected.

Legal access documentation (easement agreement/plat) is required if driveway access crosses other parcels/property or is not accessed directly off a 

public road.

Pymt. Info Sent on:
AP #:

Telephone & Email

Telephone & Email:

mailto:engineering@co.laplata.co.us


 

 
1365 S. Camino del Rio 
Durango, CO  81303 

970-382-6363 
 

“DRIVEWAY STANDARDS” 

 

Resolution 2014-40 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

The following definition shall replace the definition of “driveway” in Section 62: 

 

Driveway means a roadway, from the intersection with the adjacent public or private road, 

Measured from the shoulder or surface edge to the furthest dwelling unit or accessory structure 

that provides access to a maximum of two (2) lots or three (3) dwelling units with twenty-four 

(24) or less ADT. 

 

The following section shall replace the current version of Section 74-97: 

 

La Plata County Code Sec. 74-97.  Driveways. 

 

(a) Purpose. The intent of this section is to provide safe ingress and egress for driveways 

and adequate access for emergency responders to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 

community, while recognizing the need for flexibility in driveway development. 

  

(b) Permits for new development; exceptions. 

 

(1)  A driveway permit that complies with this section shall be obtained from the  

 department of public works prior to issuance of the following: 

 

a.  A final building permit or certificate of occupancy for a new dwelling unit; 

 and 

 

b.  An Administrative, Class I or Class II permit that serves twenty-four (24) or 

 less ADT. 

 

(2)  A driveway permit is not required for and all standards in this section shall not 

 apply to the following: 

 

a.  Development of additional dwelling units that are subject to administrative 

review pursuant to section 82-37(b); 
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b.  Redevelopment or reconstruction of an existing dwelling unit.  For the 

purpose of this section, a manufactured home shall be considered a 

dwelling unit; 

 

c. Development of a dwelling unit that was issued a valid building permit prior  

to April 1, 2015; 

 

d. Development of a primary dwelling unit on a parcel that duly obtained a driveway permit 

from the County and constructed such driveway prior to April 1, 2015; and 

 

e. Development of a dwelling unit that utilizes a driveway that is less than 125 feet in length 

and intersects with a private road or public non-County road. 

 

(3) Reserved. 

 

(4) A driveway or access that intersects with a County road and serves a vacant lot or an agricultural 

use shall be exempt from the requirements of this section but shall be required to obtain a permit 

prior to commencing work within the right-of-way. 

 

(5) Development of a primary dwelling unit on a parcel that intersects with County Road 124 at a 

point north of where the County’s winter maintenance terminates shall not be required to obtain a 

driveway permit; however, such driveway shall be required to obtain a permit prior to 

commencing work within the right-of-way. 

 

(c) General standards.  Driveways shall meet the following requirements: 

 

(1) Surface width.  For horizontal tangent (straight) sections of driveway, the surface width shall be 

twelve (12) feet, with two (2) foot clear zones on each side that are free from unmovable 

obstructions.  For curved sections with a centerline radius of 150 feet or less, the surface width 

shall be sixteen (16) feet with two (2) foot clear zones that are free from unmovable obstructions 

with appropriate tapering from tangent sections.  Curved sections that are less than 100 feet in 

length, as measured along the centerline, and that do not exceed a 90 degree change in direction, 

shall be permitted to maintain a surface width of twelve (12) feet. 

 

(2) Surface.  To ensure that a driveway can support a 60,000lb vehicle, the driveway surface, 

including turnouts and turnarounds, shall be constructed of a minimum 4” Class 6 (3/4” minus) 

aggregate surface placed on a compacted subgrade material, from the intersection of the roadway 

to the primary structure(s).  The subgrade shall be scarified and compacted to a minimum depth of 

12 inches below finished grade and shall be free of roots, sod, weeds, wood, construction debris, 

ice, snow, or other frozen materials, and deleterious matter.  The clear zones are not required to 

meet a surfacing requirement, but shall not exceed a four (4) foot horizontal to one (1) foot vertical 

grade.  The surfacing requirements are minimum standards and an applicant may choose to 

exceed these standards. 
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(3) Cut and fill slopes.  Cut slopes shall not be greater (steeper) than one (1) foot horizontal to one (1) 

foot vertical and four (4) feet high.  Fill slopes shall not be greater (steeper) than two (2) feet 

horizontal to one (1) foot vertical and four (4) feet high.  A slope that exceeds the minimum cut or 

fill requirements of this paragraph shall either be certified as stable in its current finished state by a 

Colorado-licensed engineer or shall be designed by a Colorado-licensed engineer. 

 

(4) Maximum grade.  The maximum grade shall not exceed twelve (12) percent for horizontal 

tangent (straight) sections.  For curved sections with a centerline radius of 150 feet or less, the 

grade shall not exceed ten (10) percent.  Curved sections that are less than 100 feet in length, as 

measured along the centerline, and that do not exceed a 90 degree change in direction, shall be 

permitted to maintain a maximum grade of twelve (12) present. 

 

(5) Overhead clearance.  The minimum overhead clearance shall be thirteen (13) feet, six (6) inches 

for the width of the entire surface and clear zone.  All overhead impediments, including but not 

limited to wires, trees, and gates, shall remain clear from the intersection of the access road to the 

termination of the driveway. 

 

(6) Access to legal property.  A driveway shall provide access to a lot that was legally created and has 

obtained all required land use permits under subpart B. 

 

(7) Legal access.  Evidence of legal access across adjoining properties shall be provided through an 

express grant or a written description of the prescriptive use. 

 

(8) Interior curves.  Minimum thirty (30) foot radius inside curves shall be provided. 

 

(9) Turnarounds.  Driveways that are longer than 400 feet shall provide a turnaround within 150 feet 

of the nearest point of the primary dwelling unit.  The turnaround shall be designed and 

constructed to allow a thirty-five (35) foot long emergency vehicle to turn around.  Where 

topography or the length of the driveway influences the location of the turnaround, the public 

works director is encouraged to contact the applicable fire district for comment on the proposed 

location.  After receipt of comment from the applicable fire district, the public works director may 

waive or reduce the requirement for a turnaround. 

 

(10) Turnouts.  Driveways that are longer than 800 feet shall provide a turnout every 400 feet as 

measured from the access road.  Turnouts shall meet the surface requirements of this section, 

shall be sixty (60) feet in length and shall provide twenty (20) feet in surface width with reasonable 

tapering and two (2) foot clear zones on each side.  Driveways that are 1000 feet or less in length 

and allow an unobstructed line of sight from the adjacent road to the structure shall not be required 

to construct turnouts.  Where topography or the length of the driveway influences the location(s) 

of the turnout, the public works director is encouraged to contact the applicable fire district for 

comment on the proposed location(s).  After receipt of comment from the applicable fire district, 

the public works director may reduce the number of required turnouts or vary the locations of the 

turnouts. 
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(11) Drainage.  Driveway design and construction shall not adversely affect the drainage on a roadway 

or any adjacent properties. 

 

(12) Flood hazard areas.  Driveways within flood areas shall comply with the requirements in chapter 

78 of subpart b. 

 

(13) Bridges.  Driveways that utilize bridges shall comply with the standards for low ADT roads as 

identified in section 74-92 of subpart b and the flood hazard area requirements as identified in 

chapter 78 of subpart b. 

 

(14) Costs.  The cost of all driveway construction, reconstruction and maintenance, including any 

portion in a public or private right-of-way, including but not limited to culvert design, installation, 

and replacement, shall be the responsibility of the property owner, unless provided otherwise in a 

separate written agreement. 

 

(15) Intersection of a driveway and roadway. 

 

a. Driveways that intersect with a county road shall slope away from the shoulder of the road 

surface at a minimum grade of at least two (2) percent for the first ten (10) feet.  All other 

driveways shall not exceed five (5) percent for the first fifteen (15) feet from the intersection 

with the shoulder of the road. 

 

b. The axis of the driveway at the intersection with the roadway shall be no less than a sixty 

(60) degree angle to the centerline. 

 

c. The intersection of the driveway and the roadway shall be at least fifty (50) feet from the 

intersection of any roadways.  The public works director may allow a driveway within fifty 

(50) feet of an intersection if the driveway is located on a local or low ADT road and there is 

a determination that the location would not adversely impact the safety of the traveling 

public. 
 

d. The public works director shall determine if a culvert is required at the intersection of a 

driveway and a county road.  If a culvert is required, the minimum culvert size shall be 

fifteen (15) inches along a County road and twelve (12) inches along all other roads and the 

minimum culvert cover shall be eight (8) inches.  Culverts along County roads shall be 

constructed of metal or concrete and shall maintain a slope consistent with the roadside 

drainage.  The public works director may require that a larger culvert and culvert cover is 

required based on the location of the proposed driveway. 
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e. Sight distance along a county or state access road at the intersection of the driveway shall 

meet the Colorado State Highway Access Code minimum standards.  Sight distance along 

all other roads at the intersection of the driveway shall provide adequate sight distance in 

both directions along the roadway in order to maneuver safely and without interfering with 

roadway traffic.  The public works director may require a Colorado-licensed engineer to 

certify that there is adequate sight distance in both directions along the roadway. 
 

f. House addressing signs shall be visible form the intersection of the roadway and driveway.  

Such signs shall be made of a non-combustible and reflective material that contrasts in color 

with the background.  Numbers shall be a minimum of four (4) inches high and shall have a 

minimum stroke width of .5 inches. 
 

g. A maximum of one driveway shall be permitted for a lot with less than 100 feet of frontage.  

The public works director may allow for more than one driveway for lot with 100 or more 

feet of frontage after making a determination that an additional driveway does not adversely 

impact the safety of the traveling public. 
 

(d) Process. An application for a driveway permit shall be obtained from the public works department or 

building department.  After review of the design of the driveway and determination of compliance 

with the provisions of this section, the public works director shall issue a conditional approval of a 

driveway permit.  A conditional approval shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of approval.  

Upon completion of construction of the driveway, the property owner shall contact the public works 

department for a final inspection.  The public works director shall issue a final approval of a driveway 

permit if the inspection demonstrates that the driveway construction complies with the provisions of 

this section.  A final building permit or certificate of occupancy (CO) may be issued prior to final 

approval of a driveway permit if the public works director determines that seasonal conditions prevent 

the immediate surfacing or completion of the driveway; in such case, a final approval shall be obtained 

when the seasonal conditions would allow the surfacing to be completed, which shall not be more than 

six (6) months after issuance of the final building permit or CO. 

 

(e) Waivers. 

 

(1) Process.  An applicant may submit a written request for a waiver of any general standard in 

this section to the public works director.  The applicant shall provide to the director a 

postage-paid, addressed envelope and form the seeks comment from the applicable fire district 

on the waiver request.  In addition, the applicant is encouraged to meet with the applicable fire 

district to discuss the waiver request.  The applicable fire district shall be the fire district that 

provides emergency response to the property served by the proposed driveway.  The fire 

district shall have ten (10) working days from the date of receipt of the comment request to 

provide the director with comments.   

Comments received from the fire district shall be placed in the file.  The director may grant a 

waiver from the application of the general standard no earlier than twenty-one (21) days after 

submittal of the request to the applicable fire district.  The applicable fire district shall be 

treated as a commenting agency and the director shall consider any and all timely comments  
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submitted prior to issuing a final decision.  Any waiver granted by public work will be 

provided in writing and notice shall be provided to the applicable fire protection district. 

   

(2) Mitigating factors to consider.  If the public works director receives comment from the fire 

district that granting the waiver request would present health, safety, and welfare concerns, the 

director may consider, but is not limited to, the following factors when determining whether to 

grant the waiver request. 

 

a. Plans for and implementation of substantial defensible space measures, as identified in the 

State of Colorado Forest Service, Creating Wildfire-Defensible Zones Guide; 

 

b. Provision of adequate on-site water supply capable of supplying fire flow for fire 

protection, as set forth in Chapter 34 of the La Plata County Code; 

 

c. Design and construction of internal automatic fire sprinkler systems designed and installed 

in compliance with Chapter 34 of the La Plata County Code for all properties served; 

 

d. Paving of the driveway; and 

 

e. Use of a substantial amount of fire-resistant building construction types and designs 

recognized for fire adapted communities for all properties served. 

 

(3) Criteria for director determination.  The public works director may grant a request for a 

waiver if he or she determines that the following elements have been satisfied: 

 

a. Topography challenges or other site-specific constraints make it extremely difficult to 

comply with the standards; and 

 

b. The granting of a waiver will not be detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the 

public, including the occupants of the residential structure(s) served by the driveway. 

 

(4) Limitation of extent of waiver and conditions.  The public works director may limit the extent 

of the waiver to the degree necessary to comply with subparagraph (2).  In addition, the 

director may condition the waiver on the implementation of measures that mitigate health, 

safety, and welfare concerns.  The director’s final determination shall be in writing and a copy 

shall be provided to the applicable fire district. 







Note: Driveway may have a center crown as shown or a uniform cross slope. 
Recommended minimum cross slope is 2% to 3% for adequate drainage. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1991-6 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF  

LA PLATA COUNTY AMENDING AND REVISING THE REGULATIONS FOR  

THE ACCOMODATION OF MAILBOXES AND NEWSPAPER DELIVERY  

BOXES ON LA PLATA COUNTY ROAD RIGHTS OF WAY, AS  

PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BY RESOLUTION NO. 1989-38. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has previously adopted, pursuant to 
Resolution No. 1985-99, a Public Improvement Construction Manual to regulate public and 
private activities within County Road Rights of Way, which regulations remain in full force and 
effect; and  

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to its statutory authority to 
regulate private activities within County Road Rights of Way, adopted a “Regulation for the 
Accommodation of Mailboxes and Newspaper Delivery Boxes on County Road Rights of Way” 
which was added to the Public Improvement Construction Manual, by and through Resolution 
No. 1989-38.   

 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners, by the adoption of this 
Resolution, to amend the “Regulation for the Accommodation of Mailboxes and Newspaper 
Delivery Boxes on County Road Rights of Way”, to provide that installation in accord with the 
Regulation shall not constitute the acceptance of liability for damaged mailboxes and 
newspaper delivery boxes.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Pursuant to the County’s statutory authority to regulate the activities within County 
Road Rights of Way, the “Regulation for the Accommodation of Mailboxes and 
Newspaper Delivery Boxes on County Road Rights of Way” as adopted by Resolution 
No. 1989-38 and made a part of the La Plata County Public Improvement Inspection 
Manual which was previously adopted by Resolution No. 1985-99, is hereby revised 
and amended as set forth in the attached and incorporated Exhibit A entitled 
“Revised Regulation for the Accommodation of Mailboxes and Newspaper Delivery 
Boxes on County Road Rights of Way”.  The Revised Regulations, as set forth in 
Exhibit A, are hereby adopted and made a part of the La Plata County Public 
Improvement Inspection Manual as previously adopted by Resolution No. 1985-99.  
The Revised Regulation, as set forth in Exhibit A, shall supersede the Regulation 
adopted pursuant to Resolution No. 1989-38. 

2. Except as specifically set forth in paragraph 1 hereof, Resolutions No. 1895-99 and 
1989-38 shall remain in full force and effect. 



3. The amendment and revision to the Regulation consists of the addition of a new 
paragraph entitled “Nonliability of County for Damages,” as set forth in Exhibit A.  

4. The provisions of the Resolution shall become effective on the first day of March, 
1991.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXHIBIT A 

 

REGULATION FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF MAILBOXES AND  

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY BOXES ON COUNTY ROAD RIGHTS OF WAY 

 

No mailbox or newspaper delivery box (hereinafter referred to as mailbox) will be allowed to 
exist on the County rights-of-way if it interferes with the safety of the traveling public or function, 
maintenance, or operation of the highway system.  A mailbox installation that does not conform to the 
provisions of this regulation is an authorized encroachment under State Code $43-5-30 C.R.S. as 
amended.  

The location and construction of mailboxes shall conform to the rules and regulations of the U.S. 
Postal Service as well as to standards established by County standards for the location and construction 
of mailboxes are available from: 

  La Plata County Road & Bridge Department 

  1365 S. Camino del Rio 

Durango, CO 81303 

 A mailbox installation that conforms to the following criteria will be considered acceptable 
unless in the judgment of the county Engineer, the installation interferes with the safety of the traveling 
public or the function, maintenance, or operation of the highway system.  

 

LOCATION: 

 No mailbox will be permitted where access is obtained from the lanes of a freeway or where 
access is otherwise prohibited by law or regulation.  

 Mailboxes shall be located on the right-hand side of the roadway in the direction of the deliver 
route except on one-way streets where they may be placed on the left-hand side.  The bottom of the 
box shall be set at a minimum of 48 inches above the drivable surface.  The roadside face of the box 
shall be offset from the edge of the traveled way a minimum distance of the greater of the following: 8 
feet (where no paved shoulder exists), the width of the all-weather shoulder present plus 5 to 12 inches, 
or the width of an all-weather turnout specified by the County plus 5 to 12 inches.  On roads where an 8 
food clearance cannot practical be obtained, the cantilever pipe support standard shall be used to 
obtain maximum clearance.  

 Exceptions to the lateral placement criteria above will exist on residential streets and certain 
designated rural roads where the County deems it in the public interest to permit lesser clearances or to 
require greater clearances.  On curbed streets, the roadside face of the mailbox shall be set back from 



the face of curb a distance between 6 and 12 inches.  On residential streets without curbs or all-weather 
shoulders and that carry low-traffic volumes operating at low speeds, the roadside face of a mailbox 
shall be off set between 5 and 12 inches behind the edge of the drivable surface.  

 Where a mailbox is located at a driveway entrance, it shall be placed on the far side of the 
driveway in the direction of the delivery route.  

 Where a mailbox is located at an intersecting road, it shall be located a minimum of 100 feet 
beyond the center of the intersecting road in the direction of the delivery route.  This distance shall be 
increased to 200 feet when the average daily traffic on the intersecting road exceeds 400 vehicles per 
day.   

STRUCTURE: 

 Mailboxes shall be of light sheet metal or plastic construction conforming to the requirements 
of the U.S. Postal Service.  Newspaper delivery boxes shall be of light sheet metal or plastic construction 
of minimum dimensions suitable for holding a newspaper.  

 No more than two mailboxes may be mounted on a support structure unless the support 
structure and mailbox arrangement have been shown to be safe by crash testing.  Lightweight 
newspaper boxes shall be mounted at the same elevations as the mailbox.  

 Mailbox supports shall not be set in concrete unless the support design has been shown to be 
safe by crash tests when so installed.  For cantilever pipe construction, a concrete base shall be as 
shown in the accompanying detail.  

 A single 4-inch x 4-inch or 4 1/2-inch diameter wooden post or a metal post with a strength no 
greater than a 2-inch diameter standard strength steel pipe and embedded no more than 24 inches into 
the ground will be acceptable as a mailbox support.   A metal post shall not be fitted with an anchor 
plate, but it may have an anti-twist device that extends no more than 10 inches below the ground 
surface.  

 The post-to-box attachment details should be of sufficient strength to prevent the box from 
separating from the post top if the installation is struck by a vehicle.   

 The minimum spacing between the centers of support posts shall be three-fourths the height of 
the posts above the ground line.   

 Mailbox support designs not described in this regulation will be acceptable if approved by the 
County Engineer.  

SHOULDER AND PARKING AREA CONSTRUCTION: 

 It will be the responsibility of the postal patron to inform the County of any new or existing 
mailbox installation where shoulder construction is inadequate to permit all-weather vehicular access to 
the mailbox.  Shoulder construction shall be done at the patron’s expense according to County 
Standards.  

 

 



REMOVAL OF NONCONFORMING OR UNSAFE MAILBOXES: 

 Any mailbox that is found to violate the intent of this regulation shall be removed by the postal 
patron upon notification by the County.  At the discretion of the County, based on an assessment of 
hazard to the public, the patron will be granted no less than 24 hours nor more than 30 days to remove 
an unacceptable mailbox.  If the mailbox owner has failed to re-erect the subject mailbox according to 
the regulation standards within 30 days of written notice, the owner, not the County, shall be 
responsible for any and all damage or repairs to the non-complying mailbox.  

NONLIABILITY OF COUNTY FOR DAMAGES: 

 The provisions of this regulation shall be construed to be the minimum requirements necessary 
for the protection of the traveling public in the interest of the public health, safety and welfare.  
Compliance with the requirements of this Regulation shall not be construed to be an express or implied 
warranty or guarantee of any kind that the mailbox or newspaper delivery box installed shall remain free 
of damage or destruction.  The County assumes no duty to the owner of the mailbox or newspaper 
delivery box by promulgation and enforcement of this Regulation.  The County expressly disclaims any 
and all liability for damage to mailboxes or newspaper delivery boxes installed pursuant to this 
Regulation.  Installation pursuant to this Regulation shall be deemed to be installed pursuant to a limited 
and conditional license.  One of the terms of the license shall be that the owner assumes the risk of 
damage or destruction to personal property installed in County Road Rights of Way, and shall hold 
County harmless therefor.   
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