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•Environmental 

•Social 

•Economic 



“…the preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in the public 

interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, 

inspirational, economic, and energy benefits will be maintained and 

enriched for future generations of Americans.” 

LBJ 

Signing NHPA 

1966 



It takes energy 

to construct a  

new building. 
 

It saves energy 

to preserve an old 

one. 



The Greenest Building: 
Quantifying the Environmental  

Value of Building Reuse 



UP TO  YEARS 



Building reuse almost 

always yields fewer 

environmental 

impacts than new 

construction… 



1 building = 1,344,000 Cans 



“Green” Technology 

& Historic Preservation 

 

Compatible? 



















Breckenridge Guidelines 
 

Building-integrated photovoltaic device 

Detached solar device in rear or side yard 

On non-historic structures or additions 

On accessory structure 

On primary structure 

Highly visible from the public right of way 



Let’s  

Talk 

Windows 



Can a single 

pane window 

meet Energy 

Star standards? 



But, how? 





Stay Current on Available 

Research and Resources! 



Behavioral  

Change 



Maintenance 

IS Preservation! 
 

Painting 

Weather Sealing 

Repointing 

Chimneys 

Gutters 

Roofing 

Foundation 

Flashing 

Landscaping 

Steps and Walkways 

Porches 

Eaves 

And More! 

 



Case Studies: 

Where  

& How 



Silverton School 

Silverton, Colorado 









Emerson School 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Denver, Colorado 



Geothermal Heating & Cooling Window Restoration 





“Preserving and 

reusing old buildings 

is sustainable 

because they are in 

the right place.” 
 

-Jim Lindberg, NTHP, Emerson Project Lead 



SOCIAL 
& ECONOMIC  
Sustainability 



Distinctive Communities 



“…the unique 

characteristics of place 

may be the only truly 

defensible source of 

competitive advantage 

for communities.” 
 

-Joseph Cortright, Leading Economic Development Authority 



For every $1 million 

in State Historical 

Fund grants spent on 

preservation projects, 

an additional $4 

million are leveraged. 








