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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 2, 2020
Trump Tests Positive for COVID-19
Americans woke up to the stunning news that
President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania
Trump have tested positive for the coronavirus.
Trump, 74, who is regularly tested for COVID-19, had
planned to quarantine with Mrs. Trump in the
Executive Mansion. However, late today the White
House announced that Mr. Trump had received an
experimental drug for mild symptoms and would be moved to Walter Reed Medical
Center for a few days as a precaution and to undergo more tests.
I am addressing this national news in my update because it is a stark reminder that
COVID-19 is relentless. The virus has killed more than 207,000 Americans and more
than one million people around the world.
The Trumps' diagnosis and move to Walter Reed Medical Center have heightened the
stress many people feel about the on-going impact the pandemic has on their lives and
livelihoods: lost jobs, pay-cuts, economic upheaval, and uncertainty about when a
vaccine will be available.
Health professionals continue to stress the best strategy to prevent infection is to wear
a mask in public, stay at least six feet away from other people, wash hands frequently,
and avoid crowds and confined spaces.
Let us all do our best to stay calm, make decisions based on facts, not fears, and
continue to be vigilant. Please take every precaution, every day, to protect yourselves
and others. If you feel ill, please get tested.
We will get through this together.

Public Safety Update
In 19 communities, including Independence,
residents have had their unlocked cars stolen
or robbed of property left inside unsecured
vehicles.
According to Police Chief Michael Kilbane, the
teenaged thieves who range in age from 13 to
18, work late at night, looking for open car
doors to quietly commit their crimes and get
away unnoticed. When people leave their key fobs inside, young criminals simply push
the start button to make their quick escape. One juvenile suspect admitted that the
teen theft ring targets certain neighborhoods telling an officer, “People leave their cars
unlocked and nice things inside.”
In addition to working with local police departments and the Cuyahoga County
Prosecutor’s Office, Independence Police have increased neighborhood patrols and are
using technology and unmarked cars to try and stop these crimes.
During this week’s Safety Committee Meetings, I asked Chief Kilbane to prepare an
operational assessment of staffing, facilities, and training. Preventing crime and
providing the technology and equipment our safety forces need is paramount. Two
busy interstates converge near the City's northern border, demanding that we have a
higher level of personnel, skills, and tools to protect our residents, businesses, and
visitors.
I have asked Fire Chief Rega to prepare a similar assessment and recommendations on
what the Fire Department needs now and in the future to better serve our different
constituents' needs.

Brecksville Road Improvements
Cunningham Paving, a subcontractor for Fabrizi,
will place the final asphalt surface on Brecksville
Road Monday, October 5, weather permitting.
The pavement markings, i.e., centerlines, lane
lines, stop bars and crosswalks, will be completed
after the paving work.
Two-way traffic will continue to be maintained on Brecksville Road, with one open lane
in each direction for northbound and southbound travel. Access to driveways and
side-streets will be maintained, but delays are expected.

Work is scheduled to take place during the normal workday hours. However, the
striping work may extend into the early evening hours.
Please contact the Engineering Department at 216-524-1374 or via e-mail at
engineering@independenceohio.org with any questions or concerns.

Proposed Sign Ordinance
A revised sign ordinance was scheduled to be discussed last March at the City Council
meeting. Then the coronavirus pandemic hit. Since then, my team has worked on
updating the legislation, which is designed to preserve the community's aesthetics and
reduce visual clutter and "sign wars."
Ordinance No. 2020-101 was discussed during the Special Council Meeting on Tuesday,
September 29. The comprehensive legislation reinforces existing regulations and
establishes specific limitations on the type, design, size, location, motion, illumination,
and maintenance of all signs in the City. The new sign ordinance would limit the size
of the signs – NOT THE CONTENT.
Residents have called my office and posted comments on social media about oversized
or numerous political signs on private property. Under the law, the City cannot
regulate the signs' content, only the size, and placement of signs based on the zoning
district.
There will be a virtual public hearing to discuss the ordinance on Tuesday, October
13, at 5:30 PM ahead of the City Council Meeting. Click here to register.

Early Voting Begins Next Week

M-F, October 6-16

In Ohio, early voting begins next Tuesday,
October 6 and includes the two Saturdays, two
Sundays and the Monday before Election Day.
Registered voters may vote in person at the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 2925
Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115:
.
Saturday, Oct. 24

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

8-4 p.m.

M-F, October 19-23

Sunday, Oct. 25

8 a.m.-6 p.m.

1-5 p.m.

Early Voting Begins Next Week (cont’d)
M-F, October 26-30

Sunday, November 1

8 a.m-7 p.m.

1-5 p.m.

Saturday, October 31

Monday, November 2
8 a.m.-2 p.m.

8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Trick-of-Treating
After careful consideration, I have decided that the City
will hold trick-or-treating on Saturday, October 31,
between 6–8 p.m. Everyone is asked to adhere to the
Ohio Department of Health's "Celebrating Halloween"
guidance, which is summarized below.
The Ohio Department of Health is strongly
recommending that Ohioans exercise caution when deciding to participate in trick-ortreating and events that put them in close contact with people outside their immediate
family and friends.
We are asking families to limit the number of homes children visit to reduce the risk of
being exposed to the virus. Also, DO NOT PUT BOWLS OF CANDY OUT for children. In
“normal” times, this would not be a problem. In “pandemic” times, having different
little hands dipping in and out of bowls is risky at best.

While only large gatherings are actually banned, the state released a list of Halloween
safety precautions to try to stop the spread of COVID-19. Here is a summary:
Trick-or-Treating Tips
Always wear a face covering and stay six feet away from people who are not from
your household, whether trick-or-treating, passing out treats, or attending
attractions or events.






Limit the number of houses you visit and ask your children to stay as far
from treat-givers as possible. For small children, consider holding the bag
for them.
Wipe off candy wrappers with sanitizing wipes when you arrive home.
NEVER wipe unpackaged food with wipes.
Allow children to eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid homemade treats
made by strangers.
Carry hand sanitizer and use it often.

Parties & Events






Limit attendance to no more than 10 people and ideally outdoors where
social distancing is possible. Avoid activities, such as bobbing for apples,
haunted houses and hayrides which foster the spread of infection.
Holding a drive-through trick-or-treat event, with children in costume and
face coverings staying in cars and collecting treats from individuals spaced
at least six feet apart.
Holding costume parties/contests then asking people to post photos on
Facebook.

Final Summer Concert
Big thanks to Jukebox Heroes and Kernels by Chrissie for coming out for the
final Summer Community Concert on Public Square on Thursday, October 1. It
was chilly to start, and then the rain began. Hope to see everyone in 2021!

Here are some photos of neighbors and friends at the Civic Center last Saturday, picking
up their “Ready to Heat” Clambake dinners.

.
If someone forwarded this email and you would prefer to receive it directly from Mayor
Kurtz, every Friday, please send your email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.

