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MAY 2020

Dear Neighbor,
The month of May typically signals the beginning of summer sports, the opening of the Elmwood
outdoor pool, and honoring our Veterans who have passed on while serving our country at our
traditional Memorial Day Services. Unfortunately, in light of the restrictions the pandemic has
placed on all of our lives over the recent months, this May will look a little different than in years
past. However, we cannot lose sight that things are constantly evolving for the better with every week
that passes, and if we continue to modify our behavior, we can look forward to returning to a more
normal existence in the not so distant future while staying safe.
Although we have been required to alter our social behaviors, a number of construction projects
Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz
are eligible to continue that were initiated last year and will move forward as planned. It is our goal
to keep you as informed as possible with the schedule of work in your area. As the projects continue, any questions you
may have should be directed to the Engineering Department at 216.524.1374.
Due to the Governor’s restrictions regarding the number of people allowed to gather in one confined area, the City’s
process of holding public meetings transitioned to virtual meetings. In addition to various other meetings, last month’s
Council Meeting was held virtually and proved to be very successful. Until further notice, please refer to the City’s website
to obtain information on how you can join future meetings held in this format.
The big question this month is… “will the outdoor pool be opening on time this year?” Unfortunately, at the time I am
writing this letter to you, I cannot give you a definite answer. However, I can assure you that as soon as we receive notice
that municipal pools are eligible to operate, we will immediately open our facility and make our residents aware.
It is the City’s intention to hold as many of our traditional summer activities and events as we are permitted, and we
will keep you as updated as possible via the City’s website, my Administrative Update, and upcoming issues of the City
newsletter.
Wishing you and your family a healthy and enjoyable month of May!
Sincerely,
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Memorial Day
Monday, May 25th

In light of restrictions imposed due to the
COVID-19 crisis, please look to the City’s
website, www.independenceohio.org for upcoming
information on how Independence will be
recognizing Memorial Day this year.

Be in the 104th Annual Home Days Parade
Saturday, August 8th at Noon
The parade is a great way to promote your organization or business
and show community support.
Decorate a car, truck, trailer, boat, bicycle, golf cart, or even a 4-wheeler.
Use your creativity to tie this year’s “2020 Bright & Sunny!” theme into
your parade entry. Enter our contests for “Best Theme” and “Best Float”.
After the parade, join us at Town Square for our Annual Home Days event.
Applications are available online, at City Hall and the Civic Center, and
may be requested by email at CS@IndependenceOhio.org
Call 216-524-7373 for more information.
Gregory P. Kurtz
Mayor
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Springtime Surprise

The City’s recent Springtime Surprise event was a collaboration
between the Community Services and Recreation Departments.
The purpose of this program was to bring some holiday joy to
our community children and their families. The event was held
Saturday, April 11th, the day before Easter.
The very energetic dancing Easter Bunny (who came to life
with the help of longtime volunteer, Krista DeFini) delighted all
children who drove by, as well as some bikers and walkers who
were out enjoying Elmwood Park. As parents drove through the
Civic Center turnaround, a staff member put goodie bags in their
trunk. Mayor Greg Kurtz stopped by to help staff members greet
families (from a distance of course!). Over 400 goodie bags were
given out to excited children and their parents.
The Springtime Surprise goodie bag included a solid chocolate Easter Bunny donated by the Kiwanis Club of
Independence, a bag of Skittles, and a small toy. Nut-free bags were also made available for children with allergies. The
Recreation Department did a wonderful job decorating the Civic Center turnaround with inflatable bunnies, plastic
eggs, and wooden Easter bunny cutouts which their crew repainted for the occasion.

Community Art Project

This spring, the Community Services Department is hosting a Community Art Project for
residents of all ages. Those who participate in the project are asked to decorate a 9 inch puzzle
piece with their families to represent how they are making the best of their time together. While
they work on the project or when the project is finished, residents are encouraged to share
photos to Facebook using the hashtag #IndySpringProject. Once complete, participants will
drop off their puzzle piece in the collection bin at the entrance to the Civic Center weekdays
from 7 am to 5 pm. The Community Services Department is planning to connect all of the
pieces together for a community-wide display. So far, 300 residents are participating in this
project. If you are interested in taking part in this project, please call the Community Services
Front Desk at 216-524-7373 (M – F, 7 am – 5 pm).
Note: All goodie bags and puzzle pieces were prepared by staff members using proper safety
practices (gloves and masks).
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POLICE DEPT.
What happens when you
call 911?

For the same reason, don’t
put 9-1-1 on speed dial.
• Do not give old phones to
children as toys. A wireless
phone with no active
service can still call 9-1-1.
• If you accidentally call 9-1-1, stay on the line and tell
the receiver that you do not have an emergency.

The City of Independence
joined the Chagrin Valley
Dispatch Center at their
new location in Brecksville.
This new center provides
emergency dispatch services for
Independence, Brecksville, Seven Remain calm, be prepared
Hills, and Broadview Heights.
• Try to stay calm, listen carefully, give information, and
When you call 911 from your landline phone in the
follow all instructions.
City of Independence, the call is automatically routed to
• In an emergency, seconds matter, so being knowledgeable
the central dispatch center. Calls made from cell phones
and prepared can make all the difference.
are routed through Cuyahoga County’s emergency center
• Knowing when to call and what to expect when you call
and transferred to the dispatch center. The center is staffed
9-1-1 can help reduce fear and feelings of helplessness
24/7 with professional, highly trained, and experienced
in an emergency.
dispatchers. Each dispatcher is also certified in Emergency
• Know Where You Are: Where are you right now? Could
Medical Dispatching (EMD) which allows them to give
you tell 9-1-1 exactly where to find you?
life-saving instructions to callers as well as obtain important
medical information prior to the arrival of paramedics.
Help 9-1-1 help you
• The more you know what to expect
9-1-1 is for emergency use only
when you call 9-1-1, the faster
• Call 9-1-1 for emergencies only.
9-1-1 can get you the help you need.
• It is appropriate to call 9-1-1 when you need to save a
• If you dial 9-1-1 for a nonlife, stop a crime, or report a fire.
emergency matter, you are tying up
• 9-1-1 is the right number to call in an emergency when
resources that could be needed in a real
a prompt response is needed.
emergency.
• You can save a life! Follow all instructions the 9-1-1 call
Know your cell well
taker gives you and don’t hang up until the dispatcher
• The current 9-1-1 system is designed for voice
does.
communications only.
• Texting 9-1-1 is not an option; you must dial 9-1-1 and
speak with a dispatcher.
• Lock your keypad when you’re not using your
phone so that you don’t dial 9-1-1 by mistake.

Animal Control

Like people, pets need vaccines. And pet vaccinations,
like those for humans, may sometimes require a booster
to keep them effective. The best way to stay on schedule
with vaccinations for your dog or cat is to follow the
recommendations of a veterinarian you trust.
Chances are your vet's suggestions will break down into
two categories: core pet vaccines and non-core vaccines.
Core pet vaccinations are those recommended for every pet,
while non-core vaccines may be advised based on your pet's
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lifestyle. For example, your vet may
suggest certain non-core vaccinations
if your cat or dog is outdoors only or
boarded often.
Many vaccines can be given
to pets as young as 6 weeks old, so
talk to your vet about setting up
the best vaccination schedule for
your cat or dog, kitten or puppy.
– Judy Burrier, ACO
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FIRE DEPT.
GRILLING
SAFETY TIPS

Fire in the grill under
hot dogs and burgers is
a welcome sight at the
family cookout. But fire
anywhere else can make
your summer kick-off
barbecue memorable for
all the wrong reasons. To
keep you and your family
safe while grilling, follow
these general guidelines:

When the grill is on:
• As you are cooking,
if you smell gas,
turn off the gas tank
and burners.
• If the leak stops
immediately, get the
grill serviced by a
professional
before
using it again.
• If the smell continues, move away from the grill and
call the fire department immediately. Do not move
the grill.

Charcoal grills

General Grilling Tips

There are several ways
to get the charcoal ready
to use. Charcoal chimney
starters allow you to
start the charcoal using
newspaper as a fuel.
• If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid.
Never add charcoal fluid or any other flammable
liquids to the fire.
• Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and
away from heat sources.
Propane Grills
• There are also electric charcoal starters, which do not
Before you use your grill:
use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for
• Check the major connection points between the gas
outdoor use.
(propane) tank hose and the regulator and cylinder,
• When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely
and where the hose connects to the burners. Tighten if
cool before disposing in a metal container.
loose.
• Check the gas (propane) tank hose for the potential
(gas) leaks. To do that:
o Apply a light soap and water solution to the hose
using a brush or spray bottle.
Independence Kiwanis joins with many
o Turn the propane tank on. If there is a gas leak,
organizations in cancelling programs and events such
the propane will release bubbles around the hose
as our March Pancake Breakfast, the Easter Egg Hunt,
(big enough to see).
Spring Garage Sale, and the Fishing Derby.
o If there are no bubbles, your grill is safe to use.
Let us all hope that Independence August Home
o If there are bubbles, turn off the tank and check
Days will take place as scheduled and we will see our
connections, then have your grill serviced by a
friends at the Kiwanis Beer Garden.
professional before using it again.
Meanwhile, we join all in praying that this
o If the leak doesn’t stop, call the fire department
virus
runs its course and that a vaccine will soon be
immediately.
available. Stay safe.
• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used
outdoors.
• The grill should be placed well away from the home,
deck railings, and out from under eaves and
overhanging branches.
• Keep children and pets away from the grill area.
• Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup
from the grates and the trays below the grill.
• Never leave your grill unattended.

Kiwanis Korner
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SERVICE DEPT.
MAPLE SHADE CEMETERY:
For information on Maple Shade Cemetery, please call the
Service Department at 216-524-9191. All cut or artificial flowers,
wreaths, and other adornments will be removed according to the
schedule listed below. Fresh flowers will be checked weekly (every
Friday) and removed if deteriorated at the direction of the Sexton.
The Flower Removal Schedule is below:
• March 1st – all Christmas decorations will be removed to
make way for Easter decorations.
• May 1st – All Easter decorations will be removed to make way
for Memorial Day and summer decorations.
• November 1st – All decorations will be removed to make way
for Christmas wreaths.
Veterans emblems and flags will be placed on graves the last
week of May. The removal of emblems and flags will be done after
July 4th.
FLORAL POLICIES:
Fresh cut flowers are encouraged
throughout the year.
Only 1 to 2 arrangements may be
placed on any space at one time.
For safety reasons, plant hangers of any
kind, glass containers, vases, adornments,
etc. are not permitted in the Cemetery at any
time. All glass containers, vases, adornments, etc., found in the
Cemetery will be removed by the Sexton.
CEMETERY HOURS:
Maple Shade Cemetery will be open for visitation from SUNUP
to SUNDOWN each day. Any person found on the Cemetery
property during other times than stated above will be considered
trespassing and will be prosecuted according to law. Any person
who trespasses on graves or who injures or damages trees, shrubs,
plants or who defaces monuments, buildings, or enclosures will be
prosecuted according to law.

RECYCLING:
• Leave recyclables loose – not bagged. Plastic bags do not
belong in your recycling bin or cart. Plastic bags get tangled in
the sorting machines at the recycling facilities and cause major
problems for the recycling process. Plastic shopping bags
can be recycled at many retail locations including Giant Eagle,
Lowe's Home Improvement, Marc's, Target, and Walmart.
• Make sure it’s clean and empty. Rinse residue from cartons,
containers, bottles, and jars or any other recyclable that may
contain food particles. Greasy pizza boxes are not accepted.
• Keep it dry. When it comes to paper and cardboard, keeping
it dry is imperative for the recycling process. Please flatten all
cardboard boxes as well.
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• Don’t wishcycle. Think you can throw everything into your
recycling bin and it will get sorted out at the recycling plant?
Think again. Recycling only these five core items is paramount:
cans, cartons, glass bottles and jars, paper and boxes, along
with plastic bottles and jugs.
Combine only these five core items in your home or curbside
recycling container.
• CANS: Empty and rinse.
• CARTONS: Empty and rinse. Replace the cap - it’s too small
to be recycled by itself!
• GLASS BOTTLES & JARS: Empty and rinse.
• PAPER & BOXES: Flatten cardboard items and cereal boxes
to save space.
• PLASTIC BOTTLES & JUGS: Empty and rinse. Replace
the cap.
Items placed in curbside collection for recycling should be
empty, clean and dry. Plastic bottles and jugs includes items with
an opening or neck narrower than the body.

NEEDLES AND SHARPS:
Check with your health care provider or health care facility
to see if they have a take-back program for needles. If not, used
needles and syringes from self-injections may be placed in the
regular trash if certain precautions are followed. The precautions
are designed to protect sanitation workers and other workers in the
waste industry from being stuck by a needle.
• Place used needles and syringes in a rigid plastic container
with a sealable lid such as a Sharps container or a plastic
laundry detergent bottle with a screw top.
• Seal the lid with tape.
• Write "Caution: Sharps" on the container.
• Place the container in your regular trash.
• Do not place the container with your recyclables.

CLOTHING:
Do not include clothing and fabric in your curbside recycling.
Cloth creates tangles that will tie up the sorting equipment at the
recycling facility.
Donate usable clothing, fabric, and other textiles to a charitable
organization. Good, usable clothing can be dropped off at a
collection bin or store that is operated by local charities.
H&M has a garment-recycling initiative that allows customers
to exchange any used garments, from any brand, in any condition,
at every H&M store. For each bag of clothing donated, customers
will receive a voucher worth 15% off of their next purchased item.
Nike offers the Reuse-A-Shoe program. The company collects
old, worn-out athletic shoes for recycling and transforms them into
Nike Grind, a material used in creating athletic and playground
surfaces as well as select Nike products. See a list of drop-off
locations.
Simple Recycling accepts textiles and cloth for recycling,
including unusable clothing. Call 866-835-5068.
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BUILDING DEPT.
• In order to obtain an accessory building permit you
must provide a set of plans that include the location
and distance from the rear and side yards and
construction plans/brochure showing how it will be
constructed and how it will look when completed.

Fences

Now that the weather is clearing, it is a good time to begin
to look at your property and start improvement projects.
Two common projects for Spring are accessory buildings
(such as sheds, pool houses, and garages) and fences. Here
are a few reminders when considering these projects.

Accessory Buildings
• No more than two separate building structures per
lot are permitted in addition to the dwelling (home).
• If the dwelling has an attached garage, no more than
one additional building structure per lot is permitted.
• All non-dwelling building structures must comply with
side yard, rear yard, and front yard requirements.
 Structure must be located at least 10 feet from the
back property line.
 The side yard of a 100 foot lot is 15 feet. If the lot is
less than 100 feet in width then it is twenty percent
of the width and no less than 6 feet.
 The maximum square footage permitted for a
structure is 144 sq. ft. (12’ x 12’).

• The maximum permitted fence height is 6 feet.
• Fences are not permitted in the front yard except
decorative fences no higher than 3 feet that are placed
within 8 feet of the front of the house. Decorative
fences cannot extend into the side yard.
• The finished side of the fence must be exposed to the
neighbor and the owner must be able to maintain the
fence from their own property.
• In order to obtain a fence permit you must provide a
site plan showing the placement of the fence, the type
of fence and material being used, and verify that you
know where your property lines are located. This can
be done by either locating your property pins or
obtaining a survey from a reputable surveyor.
Any deviation from the code requires you to apply for a
variance with the Board of Zoning Appeals; some garages
may need to first be approved by the Architectural Board of
Review. Permits are required from the Building Department
for all accessory buildings and fences that are constructed in
the City. If you have any questions or would like information
with regard to the construction of accessory buildings or
fences, contact the Building Department at 216-524-1019
or visit our website www.independenceohio.org where we
have printable information to guide your projects.

Our annual National Day of Prayer luncheon to be held
at the Civic Center on Thursday, May 7th will not be able
to take place this year as previously scheduled due to the
mandates as a result of COVID-19.
Theme: Pray God’s glory across the Earth!
Habakkuk 2:14 says “For the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as
the waters cover the seas”.
While we can’t gather together physically this year and
enjoy a prayer lunch led by our pastors, we can still join in
with others across the country.
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On Thursday, May 7, please join us!
• Listen for the Bells of Saint Michael's Church that
will ring at noon to remind everyone to pray.
• Take a few minutes to walk outside and pray for
our City, our State, and the Nation.
• From 8:00 pm -10:00 pm go to Facebook Live
to join in on the National Day of Prayer Service.
Facebook Live at www.NationalDayofPrayer.org.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

David Grendel
Vice Mayor

Kathleen Kapusta
Councilperson

Tom Narduzzi
Councilperson

Vision Statement: “To be the

Kenn Synek
Councilperson

COUNCIL MEETING – APRIL 14, 2020
MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
Good Evening! With all the changes
that have occurred over the last six weeks
due to the Coronavirus and the Governor’s
mandates, I am proud to report that we
have stabilized the City workforce and have
continued to provide a high level of service
to our residents. I am extremely grateful to
Team Independence and the commitment
they have shown to our community.
In addition to the dedication of our safety forces and our
employees who have been working tirelessly to meet the needs
of our residents, I must acknowledge the members of the
Community Services staff who brought smiles to the faces of so
many of our children this past weekend. Close to 300 children
were greeted by the Easter Bunny and presented with a special
spring surprise this past Saturday.
They also handed out 300 puzzle pieces to residents of all ages
for them to decorate and memorialize some of their experiences
and memories during these unprecedented times due to Covid-19.
Unfortunately, the impact of the current pandemic event will
be realized for many months to come. Ordinance 2020-45 on
tonight’s Agenda authorizes funding for emergencies or other
catastrophic events which will assist in the ability to continue
providing essential services, managing manpower, and providing
for unexpected expenses as a result of these types of emergencies.
The City Engineer has a number of ordinances on tonight’s
Agenda, two of which provide for vital maintenance and repair
of City infrastructure - the 2020 Crack Seal Program and the
2020 Creek, Utility and Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs
Contract.
The importance of the Creek, Utility and Infrastructure
Maintenance and Repairs Contract was especially evidenced
with the recent flooding issues as a result of two severe storms.
In that respect, I would also like to acknowledge the dedication
of the members of the Recreation Department and the Service
Department who came in on a Sunday following the first storm
to clean up and assist residents. We hadn’t even completed all of
8
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Jim Trakas
Councilperson

Dale Veverka
Councilperson

Chris Walchanowicz
Councilperson

the restoration damage caused from the first storm when a second
storm event added insult to injury with additional flooding and
power outages. These two storms brought attention to a few “hot
spots” which experienced flooding that Engineering and Service
will be looking into further to determine how these issues can be
mitigated.
Ordinance 2020-43 authorizing payment to J.D. Williamson
Construction Company, Inc. for extra work performed on the
Hemlock All-Purpose Trail Project on tonight’s Agenda is a carryover expense which should have been resolved last year. In June of
2019, the City’s Engineering Department which was overseeing
the project, along with ODOT and GPI inspectors, forwarded a
project change order, along with proposed legislation to be added
to the July Council meeting Agenda. Unfortunately, Council was
not made aware of the change orders and cost overruns until after
the General Election. Having inherited this unfortunate situation
and having our reputation which took decades to develop,
tarnished with ODOT, I encourage Council to please hold their
nose and vote to pay the contractor and finish the project.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
By the time these comments are published in
the May Post, there will certainly be more clarity in
how the State of Ohio and the country as a whole
will be transitioning back to regaining some sense
of normalcy in our lives. But as of this writing on
April 14, that clarity hasn’t arrived yet.
What I have explained to the Mayor and Council is that
Municipal Income Tax Revenue (MITR) – the City’s largest
source of revenue by far – is received by the City up to a few
months after it was actually earned.
So a person whose employer that is located in Independence
who worked in February of this year had MITR withheld from
their payroll checks by their employer that month, the employer
generally had to submit those withheld local taxes to the Regional
Income Tax Agency (RITA) in March, and then RITA generally
submitted those local taxes to Independence in April.
Since the COVID-19/Coronavirus didn’t cause business,
school, and life disruptions until into March, any local taxes
withheld that month were generally due to RITA in April, and
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premier community in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
will generally be submitted to Independence in May. So these
local income taxes have held up through April, as they were
generally earned as far back as February.
It is the May receipts where Independence will start to see a
drop off, as the local taxes received in May were generally earned
in March. Then it will be the month of June where Independence
will finally see a significant drop-off in local income tax revenue.
Bars and restaurants were closed to dine-in customers the
entire month of April, the hotels and motels in Independence
were down to no-to-minimal occupancy levels, and overall
business activity was a fraction of typical spring-time business
levels.
That reduced employment and business activity for the whole
month of April will result in significantly less local income taxes
being submitted to RITA in May, and then significantly less local
income taxes being forwarded to Independence in June.
So it is ironic that although there currently are signs that the
state and country will be taking initial steps to re-open and regain
a sense of normalcy in our lives starting in May, with those efforts
ramping up even more by June, the City itself will quite likely be
experiencing one of its lowest revenue months in recent memory
in June – because of the delay process outlined above.
But it is not the end-of-the-world for Independence, as cash
reserves built up over time will allow the next few months to be
weathered as well as any entity out there. Sure, some decisions
will have to be made soon about what steps the City is going to
take to adequately deal with RITA’s projected $3 million+- in
lost local income taxes, the hundreds of thousands of dollars of
lost hotel/motel lodging taxes, and the sudden and steep drop
in interest income received on the City’s investments due to the
recent sudden and steep drop in interest rates.
But those decisions will be made, the City will get through the
next few months intact, and it will emerge on the other side ready
to get back on track to achieving the vision of Independence
retaining its position as a premier Northeast Ohio community. I
have no doubt about that.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GRENDEL – FINANCE

Planning Commission did not meet in April. Commission
member Michael Barth submitted his formal letter of resignation
from his position to Mayor Kurtz on March 26th. Mr. Barth’s
resignation was only due to it costing him his medical benefits
through OPERS, and he even offered to serve on the Planning
Commission for free, but OPERS denied that request. Our most
sincere gratitude to Michael Barth for his service!
I support Ordinance 2020-39 which authorizes the Mayor
to enter into Change Order No. 2 to the agreement with Catts
Construction, Inc. for the Lafayette Subdivision Improvements
Project. The change order in an amount not to exceed $150,000
will allow the contractor to perform tree removal, storm/sanitary
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sewer repairs, additional concrete driveway work, additional
full-depth asphalt base repairs, and additional drainage work.
$50,000 of this change order will pay for work on the Daisy
Blvd. Extension. This road would be utilized as an emergency
exit for the hotels on Quarry Lane and allow our safety forces
access to the hotels in the event of a fire and Quarry Lane was
not available.
I also support companion Ordinances 2020-40 and 41
which accepted the bids of both Geotech Services, Inc. and
Catts Construction, Inc. for the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility and
Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract not to exceed
$200,000 for each contractor. The City is able to utilize the
expertise of both companies in the event of an emergency and
take advantage of each of their particular strengths.
Many thanks, gratitude, and prayers to our safety forces
and our municipal employees for the excellent work they have
provided to the City and its residents during these unique times.
Thank you Mayor Kurtz and Finance Director Blaze for keeping
City Council informed and educated on all matters pertaining to
the well-being of our City. God bless our residents, stay safe, and
use common sense.

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
We all realize that during these difficult times communication
is somewhat disjointed. If you have lost a loved one that I have
not acknowledged, please know it was not intentional, and I am
sorry for your loss. Feel free to email me the names of your loved
ones at: kapustak@independenceohio.org I would like to express
my sympathy to the families of: Penelope Demopoulos, James
Farrell, Ed Profancik, Jerry Skuhrovec, and Charles Snyderburn.
I am so sorry for the loss of your loved ones.
Also, during this pandemic, I know that the passing of one
we love is even more difficult. In these days of social distancing,
many cannot feel the warmth of a hug or grasp of a hand by a
loving family member or a caring friend. Because of what we
cannot do to comfort those who are grieving, it becomes all that
much more critical that we all do what we can do.
Finally, when you hear of someone’s loss, I am personally
asking each of you to reach out with a phone call, text, email, or
a card and remember them in prayer, if you are so inclined. Lest
we forget, we are all in this together and what we can do is to be
there for each other.
On tonight’s agenda, Community Services Committee has
Ordinance 2020-35. It is an ordinance renewing the contract
with Qwestcom Graphics. Qwestcom is a local Independence
business that prints our Spotlight and City Newsletter. The
three year contract with them concluded. Qwestcom stepped
forward to offer the contract at the same cost for a fourth year.
We appreciate our local businesses.
Ordinance 2020-38 is a change order in the amount of
$300,000 related to the Rockside Woods
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North Blvd. and Brecksville Road project. This was discussed
at length at the April 7th Streets & Sidewalks Committee and
further in a detailed memo from our City Engineer. While
acknowledging the significant cost of this change order, I will
be supporting this legislation as a necessary expenditure to this
ongoing project.
I would like to conclude by adding my comments regarding
the Coronavirus-19. In these unprecedented times, more than
ever, we need to work together as families, cities, states, and
the nation. While I believe we are all wanting to keep ourselves
and others safe and healthy as much as possible, these are such
uncharted waters and uncertainty abounds. I urge you to continue
adhering to social distancing and taking all personal measures
for the safety of yourself and your families. As a professional
counselor, what I know to be as critical as your physical health is
your mental and emotional well-being. Do not hesitate to reach
out to others by phone, email, or social media to assist yourself
or those in need. Please feel free to contact me personally should
you need assistance in this area. Know that my thoughts are with
you for strength and remaining health during the weeks and
months ahead.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
Tonight on the agenda there are a couple of pieces of
legislation that I will not be supporting. Ordinance 202043 is an ordinance authorizing a payment to J.D. Williamson
Construction Company, Inc. for extra work performed on the
Hemlock All Purpose Trail project. The ordinance authorizes the
Mayor to make a payment of $229,489.66 to J.D. Williamson
Construction Company, Inc. for additional construction services
in connection with the work performed as described in part of
the Change Order Number 1 relative to the Hemlock All Purpose
Trail project. After some homework, I found an email sent to
Mayor Togliatti on June 25, 2019 at 12:58 p.m. The email was
Action Item 1689 authorizing Change Order Number 1 and final
payment to J.D. Williamson for the Hemlock All Purpose Trail
for $200,000. This confirms that Mayor Togliatti knew about the
Change Order on June 25, 2019, but did not tell Council of any
additional costs until after the election in November 2019. This
whole matter could have been discussed and costs corrected at
the time of the occurrence. Now nearly 10 months later, the City
must pay this exorbitant amount of money for change orders that
should never have happened or at least advised Council of the
change orders.
Also on the agenda is Ordinance 2020-38, an ordinance
authorizing Change Order Number 1 to the agreement with
Fabrizi Trucking and Paving Company, Inc. for the Rockside
Woods Blvd., North Road Extension Improvements Part A and
the Brecksville Road Improvements Part B construction contract.
As you recall, from day one I have been against the City paying to
put improvements in for a single company. That being said, I will
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Vision Statement: “To be the
not be supporting any additional change orders for this project.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
Councilperson Kenn Synek had no report.

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Good evening, Mayor Kurtz, Finance Director Blaze,
Members of Council, Directors, and citizens of Independence.
We convene this evening in extraordinary times,
unprecedented in the life of our Republic and in our community.
With life threatening disease rampant across the world, it pales
in comparison to the priorities that we held just weeks ago. I
do pray for our City, all of our inhabitants, and our business
community that none are affected by the COVID-19 Virus, and
for safety and good health for all.
Mayor and colleagues, we have before us an ordeal of the
most grievous kind. First and foremost is the public health of our
citizenry, and the measures taken by our national, state, and local
leaders will save critical lives and not allow mass illness and death,
as this pestilence is want to do.
The City, under Mayor Kurtz’s leadership, has responded to
the Emergency Crisis about as well as we can. We have taken all
measures and precautions for public safety. Discount Drug Mart,
an essential business, and the other essential food providers, are
doing all they can to increase sanitary conditions and infection
control. These protocols continue to both nurture and save lives.
Once the orders are lifted, our community life will change.
Very real questions exist concerning City sponsored functions,
the role of online and virtual communication, what will be the
public’s interest and tolerance for mass gatherings. Also, to be
considered is the reality that our City’s priorities are necessitated
to change. We simply will not have the revenue for the ambitious
programs outlined and approved just last month. Your elected
officials will have to make hard choices in the coming months to
defer programming and planned improvements. We will do our
jobs faithfully, and I ask for the indulgence of the community
to understand that we will be doing more with less, or in this
instance, much less.
The advent of the virus cannot stop another ritual of spring
rains. The weather continues to bring storms that provide flooding
and water in our yards and basements. Tonight, Ordinance
2020-40 and 2020-41, the annual creek and utility maintenance
contract is being considered, and if all the projects are able to
be considered, approaching $3 million. While our finances
will dictate what the City can afford, our community hears
the concerns of residents who are affected by extreme weather
conditions. We have not solved all the problems, we are working
on many of them, and have solid policies in place to address
many of the problems associated with rainfall and flooding. This
is one tool available to the community of many. We still have
much work to do, and much of the flooding problems are related
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premier community in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
to upstream issues in other communities that the City cannot
control. I would note that Seven Hills has lamented flooding
problems off of Hillside Road on John Glenn, and those issues
relate to stormwater flow from Parma. We have the exact same
issues here. Our Engineering Department strives to identify and
solve as many of these as are possible. That is one reason Mayor
Kurtz is seeking to hire a project manager in the Department to
coordinate these types of projects and to bird dog their going
through.
The Utilities Committee did not meet in April due to the
priorities associated with the State of Emergency and my own
deployment with the 37th Infantry Brigade of the Ohio Army
National Guard to NW Ohio for Operation Steady Resolve. I
have been called up to Active Duty since late March. The Utilities
Committee will meet between now and the May Meeting of
Council to address priorities as discussed prior. That is my report,
Mayor.

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee engaged in the first virtual
meeting for the City of Independence on April 7, 2020. With
Governor DeWine’s restrictions in place we needed to evaluate
infrastructure projects that affect residents. With the uncertainty
of future revenue, it is important to complete the four major
storm water, streets, and sidewalk projects in their final months
of completion.
Service Director Karas focused his report on Service
Department efforts to maintain current road and sidewalk
conditions with a mindful eye on costs.
City Engineer Don Ramm followed up leading the discussion
of crack seal and concrete repairs ordinances. Reports were
provided on the progress of Rockside Woods North, Upper
Brookside, Lower Brookside, and Lafayette. Additionally, it was
agreed to recommend payment for final work on Hemlock Trail.
Here is the progress I noted during my frequent visits to the
four work areas as follows:
Lafayette has the majority of new curb and gutter work
completed along with much of the sidewalks progressing in the
westernmost areas of the development.
Lower Brookside and Dania have had the first layer of asphalt
installed today. A large amount of sidewalks have been formed
and poured from Brecksville Road heading down the hill.
Bramley has one lane of concrete poured and in place and the
other lane is being dug out for pouring.
Upper Brookside has the road surface removed in one lane as
final grading readies the surface for the concrete road surface and
curb pour.
Rockside Woods North Brecksville Road Intersection
continues to move forward as the retaining wall is being backfilled
with final section of roadway’s ground work taking place.
Please be cognizant of the workers as you enter work areas and
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exercise extra caution.
To those scouts who have attended City Council meetings to
satisfy requirements for badges, please join future virtual Council
meetings. I would recommend that you view Council caucus
meetings preceding the regular meeting to get a true flavor of
the discussion that takes place before final votes are taken at
the Council meetings. Finally it saddens me to announce the
cancellation of ALL Kiwanis events for 2020 with the hope that
we will be able to enjoy the kinship of these community events
in 2021.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Good evening. On March 9th we had our Community
Services Committee meeting. We covered many important
topics. One of the big topics was programs for our young children
within the community. These would be programs for both our
Recreation Department and Community Services Department,
with feedback from a good group of parents, and a survey that
those departments are working on. We are heading in the right
direction. After hearing from both directors, we were heading
into spring with great plans for programming.
Unfortunately, we did not know that it would be the last
face-to-face meeting we would have for a while. With Governor
DeWine’s order not too long after our meeting, we would have to
shut down our facilities. With that, I hated to see our spring sports
cancelled, and the possibility of our summer sports delayed.
Now we enter the world of Zoom webinar meetings. We
had our first one last week for our Streets & Sidewalks meeting
and it worked out pretty well, although I prefer sitting with
my colleagues around our Caucus table, having face-to-face
conversations. With that being said, the next couple of months
things will be different.
The last month has been challenging for all of us, for our
children who haven’t seen a classroom in over a month, all the
people who are out of work, and our small businesses that have
had to close during this time. I pray for all that we will turn the
corner very soon.
I would like to commend Mayor Kurtz and his staff for the
amazing job they have done to keep our City and its residents
well-informed and for being proactive during this Covid-19
pandemic. We have been ahead of the curve from the beginning.
Again, great job!
I hope everyone had a Happy Easter and enjoyed some of the
nice weather we have had.

www. i ndepen d en ceoh io.org

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department continues to remain
open during this health emergency. We are taking
precautions to keep both employees and our
customers safe and healthy. Please use email or call
should you need to contact us.
Over the last month, the Building Department sent out 13 sets
of construction drawings for plan review. Twenty-two commercial
permits were issued, and 26 commercial construction inspections
were performed. Plans were approved for a tenant build out at 3
Summit Park Drive.
The Department also issued 37 residential permits and
performed 84 residential construction inspections. An occupancy
permit was issued for a new dwelling on Bradford Circle. Thirteen
new dwellings are currently under construction in the City.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
The Engineering Department reports the
following activities for last month:
A total of fifteen (15) Permits were issued:
Ten Right-of-Way Permits were issued for
new gas connections and for various fiber optic
installations.
Two Residential Plumbing Permits were issued to repair/
replace storm or sanitary sewer laterals.
Two Miscellaneous Residential Permits were issued to
replace driveways.
One Tree Clearing Permit was issued for a commercial
property located on Rockside Woods Boulevard North.
We opened bids on Friday, March 13th for the 2020 Creek,
Utility & Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract.
Ordinances 2020-40 & 41 on tonight’s agenda authorize two
(2) separate contracts, one to Geotech Services, Inc., and one to
Catts Construction, Inc., each in the amount of $200,000.
We prepared for and attended a Streets & Sidewalks Council
Committee Meeting on Tuesday, April 7th. Construction project
updates were provided, and many items of discussion resulted in
Ordinances on tonight’s Council agenda.
We opened bids on Friday, April 3rd for the 2020 Crack Seal
Program. Ordinance 2020-37 on tonight’s agenda authorizes
a contract to Specialized Construction, Inc. in the amount of
$138,380.
Ordinance 2020-39 on tonight’s agenda would authorize
Change Order No. 2 to provide additional funding to the current
contract with Catts Construction to perform necessary extra
work in connection with the ongoing Lafayette Subdivision
Improvements Project. This project is tracking for an early May
Substantial Completion date.
Ordinance 2020-38 on tonight’s agenda would authorize
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Change Order No. 1 with the Fabrizi Trucking & Paving
Company, Inc. in the amount of $300,000 for active and ongoing
extra work in connection with Rockside Woods Boulevard
Road & Utility Extension Project - Part A / Brecksville Road
Improvements Project - Part B Project. This project is tracking
for a late September Substantial Completion date.
Ordinance 2020-43 on tonight’s agenda would authorize
Change Order No. 1 & Final with J.D. Williamson
Construction Company, Inc. for extra work in connection with
the Hemlock Creek Trail Project in the amount of $229,489.66.
We have been coordinating with our traffic engineering
consulting firm and with ODOT for the past 8 to 10 months,
and were notified late this past month that our Rockside Road /
I-77 Ramp Improvement Project was accepted for their Highway
Safety Program (HSP) funding, which will result in a Grant
award to the City in the amount of $2 million dollars for
safety improvements to the ramps at the southeast quadrant of
the interchange. Design engineering may kickoff later this year,
and construction of the improvements is tentatively scheduled
for ODOT’s Fiscal Year 2022.
Lastly, we have been working with our Service Department to
respond to the problem areas around the City that were negatively
impacted from the recent significant rain events of March 29th
and April 7th. We will continue to partner with the Service
Department and with our Creek Maintenance Contractors to
follow up with our residents and businesses to attempt to address
necessary issues.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR –
SENICK
Meals on Wheels continues to be a vital program
for our home-bound seniors, especially during
this time. We currently have 15 seniors using this
program. If you would like to receive Meals on
Wheels please call 216-524-7373 for more information.
May is Older Americans Month, and the theme is “Make
Your Mark.” The theme highlights the difference everyone can
make in the lives of older adults, in support of caregivers and to
strengthen communities. During this unprecedented time, our
team has spoken with many of our residents 55 and over. It is
heartwarming to know that they are not only looking out for
one another during this time, but that they have friends, family
members, and neighbors who are helping them with obtaining
necessities and keeping contact with them through phone and
other means.
The Annual Health and Wellness Fair scheduled for May 8th
has been cancelled.
Community Services employees are continuing to work on
our Summer Camp and Summer Playground programs. Our
goal, as always, is to provide our community children with an
exciting and safe summer experience. We are continuing to
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monitor changes as they come from the State and are hoping to
see your children very soon!

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
I would like to congratulate David Haffner
who was sworn in on March 16th as a part-time
Firefighter/Paramedic. David is following in the
footsteps of his father, who is a Captain in the
Strongsville Fire Department. He has really hit the
ground running with our training program and is
learning quickly. We believe Dave will be another great addition
to our department.
With us currently spending so much more time at home, now
is a good time to test and maintain your homes smoke alarms
and CO detectors. You may not be aware, but it is recommended
by most manufacturers that these devices are cleaned on a regular
basis. Using the extension attachment on your vacuum cleaner
to quickly clean out the vents on the unit is all it takes. You can
also use a can of compressed air to blow out the dust in these
devices. As a reminder, smoke detectors that are more than 10
years old and CO detectors that are more than 7 years old should
be replaced with new ones. The technology in these devices is
always being improved and most now operate on sealed 10 year
batteries. This eliminates the need for replacing batteries.
Now is also a good time to clean and organize your home.
Eliminating clutter around your home not only reduces the
potential of a fire, it also reduces trip and fall hazards. Having
a clear path to exit your house is very important during a fire or
emergency event. Keep in mind that many items we have can be
recycled or passed on to those that may need them during this
challenging time. Old documents can also be disposed of at the
City’s Community Shred Day which has been rescheduled for
Sunday, May 17th noon to 4:00 pm.
As we continue through this challenging time of social
distancing and being reminded to stay at home as much as possible,
I would just like to remind everyone that your Independence
Fire Department stands ready to assist you if needed. Feel free to
contact us at 216-524-4001 if you have questions about safety in
your home or business.

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
April 22nd is Administrative Professional’s Day,
and our City is fortunate to have an outstanding
staff of administrative professionals whose tireless
efforts keep the City running smoothly. I would
like to recognize the administrative staff of the
Police Department, Mary Cox and Jamie Pollack,
for their incredible work. They handle all of the administrative
and data entry functions for the entire department and are
also the public face of the department when dealing with our
residents. Their professional excellence has been on display with
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their efforts in keeping our operation running smoothly during
the current COVID-19 crisis. In addition to adjusting their
schedules, they have each taken on additional responsibilities
created by changes in operations of the courts, City Hall, and
the Police Department. I want to thank them for their great work
and dedication.
Due to the current stay at home order and school closures,
we have postponed Safety Town registrations. We will hold the
registration process once dates and times for Safety Town can be
confirmed. We are creating a waiting list for registrants, and those
on the list will be called for registration once it opens. To place
your child on the waiting list, please call the Police Department
at 216-524-1234 Monday through Friday between the hours of
8:00 am and 4:00 pm.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
From all of us here at the Recreation
Department, we hope that you are doing well
during these uncertain times. Our staff has been
working on ways for residents of all ages to
continue to get some physical activity during our
stay-at-home orders.
Elmwood Park, the Old Middle School green space, and the
Hemlock Trail are still open at this printing, and we have increased
our maintenance of these open areas. Two restrooms are open in
the park - the Press Box restrooms located in the center of the
Ball Diamond complex and the stand-alone restroom located
just north of the Civic Center parking lot. These restrooms are
being fully disinfected via a surface disinfectant sprayer every
evening, and Purell sanitizer dispensers are installed outside of
each restroom as well.
We also ask that you obey the social distancing orders that are
in place. If you are walking or jogging on our paved paths, please
be kind to others and distance yourselves as you are passing
fellow park-goers. We have signs posted throughout the parks
and Hemlock Trail in regard to this and hope that you cooperate.
Our ‘Indy Fit’ instructors have been live-streaming aerobic
classes via our Facebook page, as well as uploading various
exercise classes to YouTube. We also had nearly 50 participants
in our Facebook ‘Virtual Egg Hunt’. We are compiling all of
these offerings on our new “Virtual Recreation” page on the City
website, along with a number of local and national resources to
keep you and your family engaged and active during this time.
We will be continually updating this page with new offerings. If
you have an idea or resource you would like to share, please email
us at virtualrec@independenceohio.org.
We hope that you and your family stay safe during this
pandemic.

www. i ndepen d en ceoh io.org

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
SERVICE DIRCTOR – KARAS
I would like to thank the entire Service
Department personnel for their dedication to the
City during this critical period. With the current
public health crisis, crews have been working hard to
follow the guidelines of the CDC. The department
has split shifts to limit the number of employees working as well
as implemented a one person per vehicle policy. These measures
have been put in place to allow the City to continue to maintain
a high level of service the residents have been accustomed to
without sacrificing the safety of our employees and residents.
With spring arriving, crews have been busy cold patching the
roadways and breaking down the winter snow plows for summer
storage. The department has also completed washing down the
brickwork on Rockside Road and the center islands on Brecksville
Road. In the upcoming weeks, crews will be out landscaping,
mulching, and mowing all city grounds and buildings.
Last month’s heavy rains brought a variety of issues which
tasked crews with flood clean up on several roadways. After
responding to flooded streets and speaking with several residents
regarding flooded basements and yards, the Service Department
has worked closely with the Engineering Department to come up
with solutions to several flooding issues.
At the beginning of April the Service Department began
collecting yard waste throughout the City. I would like to remind
all the residents please do not mix any household waste or plastic
bags with yard waste. Those items will not break down and will
be part of the compost delivered back to you.
If you have any questions regarding yard waste collection and
guidelines or to purchase a yard waste Toter cart, please do not
hesitate to call the Service Department or refer to the yard waste
link on the City’s website under the Service Department tab.
The department will began delivering compost on Tuesday
April 7th. Please call the Service Department for your free
delivery today.

TECHNICAL SERVICS DIRECTOR –
SNYDERBURN
Technical Service Director Dave Snyderburn
was not in attendance. No report.

LEGISLATION
FIRST READING

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-35 An Ordinance authorizing the
renewal of the contract with Qwestcom Graphics for printing
and related services for the Community Spotlight and the
City's newsletter*. (In an amount not to exceed $75,000.00).
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-36 An Ordinance accepting the
bid of Kokosing Materials, Inc. for the purchase of asphalt
paving materials through the Joint Municipal Improvement
Consortium on an as-needed basis for 2020*. (On an as-needed
basis for 2020, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00). Enacted
7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-37 An Ordinance accepting the bid
of Specialized Construction, Inc. for the City’s 2020 Crack Seal
Program Contract*. (In an amount not to exceed $138,380.00).
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-38 An Ordinance authorizing Change
Order No. 1 to the agreement with Fabrizi Trucking & Paving
Company, Inc. for the Rockside Woods Boulevard North Road
Extension Improvements (Part A) and the Brecksville Road
Improvements (Part B)* Construction Contract. (For extra
work performed to date and to be performed on the project in
an amount not to exceed $300,000.00, and for a total contract
amount not to exceed $9,861,447.53). Enacted 4 yes/3 no (N,
T, W).
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-39 An Ordinance authorizing
Change Order No. 2 to the agreement with Catts Construction,
Inc. for the Lafayette Subdivision Improvements Project*. (For
extra work in connection with Base Bid work for the Lafayette
Subdivision Improvements Project, as well as the Alternate #2 bid
for the Daisy Boulevard Reconstruction, in an additional amount
not to exceed $150,000.00, and for a total contract amount not to
exceed $3,521,396.49). Enacted 5 yes/2 no (T, V).
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-40 An Ordinance accepting the bid
of Geotech Services, Inc. for the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility
and Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract*. (In an
amount not to exceed $200,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-41 An Ordinance accepting the bid
of Catts Construction, Inc. for the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility
and Infrastructure Maintenance and Repairs Contract*. (In an
amount not to exceed $200,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-42 An Ordinance establishing the
Chestnut Woods Phase VI Incentive District and declaring
improvements to certain parcels of property in the Incentive
District to be a public purpose for purposes of Sections 5709.40
and 5709.42 of the Ohio Revised Code, describing public
improvements to be made to benefit or serve the incentive
district, requiring the owners of parcels within the incentive
district to make service payments in lieu of taxes; establishing a
Chestnut Woods Phase VI Municipal Public Improvement Tax
Increment Equivalent Fund for the deposit of service payments,
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making related authorizations pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
Sections 5709.40, 5709.42 and 5709.43. Placed on Second
Reading without objection.

5115 Brookside Road, Jerry Narduzzi – Requesting a variance
of 48 sq. ft. to permit an accessory building to be 192 sq. ft. (192
sq. ft. requested, 144 sq. ft. permitted). Approved.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-43 An Ordinance authorizing a
payment to J.D. Williamson Construction Company, Inc.
for extra work performed on the Hemlock All-Purpose Trail
Project (P.I.D. NO. 80960)*. (Authorizing the Mayor to make
a payment of $229,489.66 to J.D. Williamson Construction
Company, Inc. for additional construction services). Enacted 6
yes/1 no (N).

4799 Chestnut Road, Matt Snyderburn – Requesting a variance
to permit an additional accessory structure (not permitted).
Approved.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-44 An Ordinance authorizing the
continuity of compensation of regular wages to City employees
due to temporary and extraordinary circumstances involving
the Covid-19 pandemic and declaring an emergency*.
Removed from Agenda.

9103 Hillside Road, Dennis Messina – Requesting an amended
variance to permit a 55’ x 36’ garage to be constructed on the
property (36’ x 24’ permitted, 55’ x 36’ requested), an amended
variance of 2’ to permit the height of a building to be 17’ (15’
permitted, 17’ requested) an amended variance of 3 additional
parking spaces (5 spaces permitted, 8 spaces requested). Approved
as Amended (3 yes/2 no, Bredt, Fortlage).

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-45 An Ordinance authorizing
funding for emergencies or other catastrophic events*. Enacted
5 yes/2 no (S, V).
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-46 An Ordinance establishing a City
Covid-19 Emergency Relief Fund for citizens and businesses
affected by the state of emergency associated with the Covid-19
virus protections and declaring an emergency*. Removed from
Agenda.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-47 An Ordinance authorizing
the Mayor to enter into a permanent sidewalk easement
and temporary grading easement with Dale A. Veverka in
connection with the Upper Brookside Road Improvements.
Enacted 6 yes/0 no/1 abstained (V).
RESOLUTION NO. 2020-15 A Resolution continuing
the appointment of Gregory J. O’Brien as the City’s Law
Director, and Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP as the City’s Law
Department as set forth in Resolution 2020-04*. Approved 7
yes/0 no.
Minutes of the Council Meeting(s) are unapproved at the time of this
publication and have been condensed. These minutes will be available in
their entirety at the Clerk of Council’s Office after they have been approved,
and can also be found on our City’s website.

6803 Bradford Circle, Suleika & Ken Stray – Requesting
a variance to permit a deck to extend 5’ and 6’ into the rear
building setback (not permitted). Approved.

5725 Brookside Road, Dale Veverka – Requesting an amended
variance for a reduction of the 10’ side yard. Approved As
Amended.
8004 Hillside Road, Tim Keller – Requesting a variance to
permit an additional accessory building (not permitted); a
variance of 5’2” to permit an accessory building to be 17’2” in
height (12’ permitted, 17’2” requested) and a variance of 176 sq.
ft. to permit an accessory building to be 320 sq. ft. (144 sq. ft.
permitted, 320 sq. ft. requested). Approved.
6715 Brookside Road, Thomas Cramer – Requesting a variance
of 9’ to permit a garage addition to be at 16’ (25’ permitted, 16’
requested). Approved.
4200 Rockside Road, Apex Pinnacle Services, Inc. – Requesting
a variance of 2.5 sq. ft. to permit a wall sign to be 32.5 sq. ft. (30
sq. ft. permitted, 32.5 sq. ft. requested) and a variance to permit
two wall signs on the building (not permitted). Approved.
6618 Brettin Drive, Khaled Tabbaa – Requesting a variance of
4’ to permit the height of a garage to be 19’ (15’ required, 19’
requested). Approved.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
– APRIL 16, 2020

6527 Brecksville Road, Independence Square Shopping
Center – Requesting a variance of 4” to permit a pylon sign to be
8’4” (8’ permitted, 8’4” requested) Withdrawn.
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Planning Commission
Mtg. following
Caucus 5:30 pm

12

Caucus 5:30 pm

13

Architectural Board of
Review 3 pm

14

Architectural Board of
Review 3 pm
Board of Zoning
Appeals following
Caucus 5:30 pm

Regular Council
Meeting 7 pm

Mother’s Day

National Day of Prayer
(see Page 7)

Armed Forces Day

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30/31

Community
Shred Day
City Hall Parking Lot
12 – 4 pm

Tentative
Outdoor Pool
Opening Day

Memorial Day

Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216.328.1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org
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