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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
POLICE/FIRE EMERGENCIES

9-1-1

Fire Department 		

216-524-4001

Police Anonymous Tip Line

216-524-9699

Human Resources

216-524-4131

Animal Control 			

216-524-3940

Indy Fieldhouse 		

216-524-0088

Building Department

216-524-1019

Library 			

216-447-0160

Chamber of Commerce

216-573-2707

Maple Shade Cemetery

216-524-9191

Council Meetings

216-328-1477

Mayor’s Office 		

216-524-4131

Clerk of Courts 			

216-524-7719

Outdoor Pool 			

216-524-3711

Community Services

216-524-7373

Police Department

216-524-1234

Council Clerk 			

216-524-1008

Post Office 			

216-524-9614

Economic Development

216-524-4131

Recreation Department

216-524-3262

Engineering Department

216-524-1374

Service Department

216-524-9191

Finance Department

216-524-4131

Tech Services Dept.

216-524-9200
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Chair, Finance

Chair, Public Lands & Buildings

grendeld@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-678-0250

walchanowiczc@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-219-9789

Kathleen Kapusta

Debi Beal
Clerk of Council

Chair, Community Services
kapustak@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-538-0616

beald@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-524-1008

Architectural Review Board

Tom Narduzzi
Chair, Safety/Rules
& Ordinances

1st & 3rd Thurs. each month - 3:00 p.m.
Chairman – Norman Casini

narduzzit@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-318-0383

Civil Service Commission

Kenn Synek
Chair, Economic Growth
& Development

Council

2nd Tuesday each month – 7:00 p.m.

synekk@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-513-2527

Planning Commission

1st Tuesday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow
Chairman – Dale Lytkowski

James P. Trakas
Chair, Utilities & Sewers
trakasj@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-346-1971

Board of Zoning Appeals

Dale Veverka

Chair, Streets and Sidewalks
veverkad@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-407-8657

monthly publication of the

City

1st Thursday each month
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Message from Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz
Happy New Year Friends and Neighbors,
As we enter 2021, there are glimmers of hope as the rollout of COVID-19
vaccines begins.
I believe being Mayor is a privilege. This past year I was proud to serve the
residents and navigate the City's response to the coronavirus. Because of
our hard-working employees' dedicated team efforts, positive changes and progress were
made to protect staff and residents while maintaining the City’s high-level services.
I want to thank Vice Mayor Dave Grendel for his leadership and the City Councilmembers'
tireless efforts to find common ground during a difficult year.
There is still a long way to go before the crisis is behind us. Still, if 2020 has taught us
anything, it is that our community is united in the true spirit of Independence.
Let's support each other, our local businesses, and pledge to make the most of 2021!
God Bless everyone.
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Do you want to build a snowman?

SNOWMAN CONTEST
Create a unique snowman and share with the community for a chance to win a prize! Think
outside the box and be creative (it doesn’t necessarily have to be made of snow)!
For Independence RESIDENTS of all ages.
Submission Details: All entries must include a photo of the snowman with at least one
builder in the photo. Submit entries to the Rec/Community Services Facebook page via
Messenger or email to CS@IndependenceOhio.org. The names of builder(s), address, phone
number, and date the snowman was created must be included with the photo. Submissions
must be family-friendly to qualify.
After the deadline, submissions will be posted on the Rec/Community Services Facebook
page (no addresses will be shared) for a People’s Choice vote. The top three “liked” photos will
win a prize! Winners will be notified in the manner they submitted.

Submissions due by Sunday, January 31 at midnight.

All Is Calm. All is Bright!
Nearly 30 families entered this year’s Home for the Holidays Yard
Decorating Contest. It was heartwarming to see so many residents
investing their time and creativity to celebrate the season’s joy.

their gazebo and deck that overlooks Public Square. The Davis
family welcomes friends and family with a sparkling walkway to
their front porch.
Congratulations to the winners, and thank you to all the residents
who decorated their homes this holiday season.

Best Traditional:
Gene and Val Troiano, 6674 Beechwood Dr.
William and Jean Michaels, 7004 Sunset Ave.               
Billy and Nicole Davis, 6704 Elmwood Ave.
Best Technical:
Steve Synek, 4545 Timber Ridge Dr.
Best Whimsical:
Christian Streibel, 7515 Hillside Rd.
Wayne and Kim Poussart, 7695 Brecksville Rd.

Gene and Val Troiano, 6674 Beechwood Dr.

William and Jean Michaels, 7004 Sunset Ave.

Billy and Nicole Davis, 6704 Elmwood Ave.

Steve Synek, 4545 Timber Ridge Dr.

Christian Streibel, 7515 Hillside Rd.

Wayne and Kim Poussart, |7695 Brecksville Rd.

The Poussart display includes the actually 1937 Buick that was in
the movie “A Christmas Story.” Mrs. Poussart’s father, Carl Burns,
bought the sedan in the 1950’s and she was also in the movie.
Best Technical Display went to the Synek home. The music and
lights are dazzling and if you stop by, look for Santa in the room
next to the garage.
The Streibel’s display on Hillside Road is sure to stop traffic. It
wraps around from the front yard all the way around to the back.
Most of the elegant decorations on the Troiano home were made
by Val Troiano. The Michaels family has a Christmas tree inside
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Holiday Tree Lighting 2020
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We are also looking for Community Service
projects to enhance our community and support
The 300 Club raffle is shaping up to be the Kiwanis' the Kiwanis Mission of helping children.
best fundraiser in years. Thanks to everyone for
their support - the response has been tremendous. If you would like to become a member or have
an idea for a project please go to the website at
If you would like to purchase a ticket, contact:
www.IndependenceKiwanis.com and complete the
“Contact Us” form.
Gil Freilino
Chuck Soeder
216-524-4341
216-633-0600
freilinogs001@gmail.com
soederc@gmail.com The year 2020 was not what any of us expected
or wanted. Still, we adapted to the new normal
The Fundraising and Community Services of Zoom meetings, socially-distanced events, face
committees are already working on the 2021 masks, etc.
calendar of events*, including:
On behalf of all of the Independence Kiwanis Club
members, thank you for your continued support of
our organization and events. We wish everyone a
safe and happy holiday season and a healthy new
year!

Kiwanis Korner

Independence Kiwanis Foundation, Inc.

300 CLUB

$50 per Ticket / Only 300 tickets will be Sold
Ten Monthly Drawings Starting January, 2021

Summer Pickleball Tournament
Summer Golf Outing
Fall Fishing Derby
Barbeque
Fall Garage Sale
*Events will be subject to Ohio's COVID-19 health
mandates.
If one of your resolutions for 2021 is to “give
back” to your community, please consider joining
the Kiwanis Club of Independence. We are always
looking for new members.
6
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1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

$100
$ 75
$ 50

THERE WILL BE TWO BONUS DRAWINGS
IN MARCH AND SEPTEMBER AND

4 CHANCES TO WIN $500

Please help the Kiwanis mission of helping children.
For more information contact:
Gil Freilino
Chuck Soeder
216.524.4341
216.633.0600		
freilinogs001@gmail.com
soederc@gmail.com
The Independence Kiwanis Foundation Inc. is a non profit corporation 501C3 Charitable
Organization for federal Income Tax purposes. Please consult your tax advisor if you have
any questions about the tax deductibility of your contribution to the Independence Kiwanis
Foundation Inc. Thank You for your support of this foundation.
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INDEPENDENCE STUDENTS BECOME DALE CARNEGIE GRADUATES

Photo L-R in clear face masks: Aaron Ramm, Adam Miklovic, Allie Ksiazka, Jeanne Wiedt (trainer)
Reese Vilcheck, Grace Smotek, Julia Habeeb, Morgan Pascarella, Marky Tripodi, Nick Kucera, Joey
Mousty, Johnny Eisenmann, Ryan Bernstein, Josh Belitz, Steven Wong, Connor Blum,
Brian Vollman, Seth Patterson, Matt Richards, Josette George, Alyssa Pallini,
Thomas Rega, Katrina Oschmann, Jamie Musni.
Not shown: Jason Edwards, Kendall Travarca and Graduate Assistant, Jim Eller.

Congratulations to the 26 Independence High School
seniors who graduated from the 2020 Dale Carnegie course
last November.
During the eight-week Carnegie course, students learned to
develop people and leadership skills, gain self-confidence,
become comfortable with public speaking, and manage
worry and stress in difficult situations.

• Became the only aspiring freshman to join OSU
Architect Club
• Became a better team member and more focused on
others
• Appreciated parents and their sacrifices to have this great
life

Several students earned Carnegie Awards:
• Outstanding Performance in Human Relations Award:
The instructor for the evening program was Jeanne Wiedt
Allie Ksiazka, Johnny Eisenmann, Brian Vollman
with Dale Carnegie training of Northeast Ohio. She was
• Breakthrough Award: Thomas Rega
assisted by Campus Life Director Jim Eller, who served as a
• Outstanding Performance Award: Grace Smotek
course coach.
• Highest Award of Achievement: Patrick Firrell
Wiedt said the assignments gently pushed the students The class chose Patrick Firrell as the one
farther and farther outside their comfort zones and allowed participant who personified Dale Carnegie’s
the teens to build life skills and confidence at their own pace. principles. Firrell won the Highest Award of
Achievement, and dyed his hair pink to honor
Graduates shared some of the breakthroughs and his mother who is undergoing cancer treatment.
successes:
• Gained more self-confidence and conquered self-doubt The Carnegie course is offered annually by
• Improved communication, conversation, and people the school district and the City’s “25 & Alive” Patrick Firrell
skills
initiative. Since the high school began offering
• Conquered social anxiety and panic attacks
the program seven years ago, 170 students have graduated
• Became excited to meet new people in college
and earned college credits.
• Became more calm and confident talking to college
admissions officers
• Joined the Browns Game Day Crew
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Keep Your Home and Vehicles Safe
and Secure

to be a victim. Lock your
vehicles and remove the
keys and fobs from them,
and make sure that no
valuables are left in your
parked cars. Additionally,
take any garage door
remotes out of the car or make sure they are concealed
from view. Lock any garages including overhead and
entry doors, and secure any sheds or outbuildings on
your property as well.

Recently, northeast Ohio has seen an incredible surge
in the number of car thefts, thefts from parked cars, and
property thefts. The suspects are usually juveniles who
travel in groups, often in a stolen vehicle. These offenders
almost always seek targets of opportunity, targeting
unsecured vehicles, vehicles with keys/fobs left in them,
and unsecured sheds and garages. The Independence
Police Department has responded to these incidents by
focusing patrol efforts in our neighborhoods and using
available technology to detect and discourage these
Check the exterior of your property and make sure
thefts and we have seen a reduction of these incidents
that any bushes or shrubbery are properly trimmed to
compared to our neighboring jurisdictions.
limit any concealment near your house or cars. Motion
activated exterior lights are also a good deterrent. Finally,
One of the reasons Independence is one of the safest
if you observe any suspicious activity such as people
cities in Ohio is the outstanding engagement and
on foot near your home or your neighbors’ homes,
vigilance of our residents. We ask for your assistance in
particularly after dark, please call 911 or 216-524combatting these crimes by taking steps to making your
1234. By working together we can keep Independence
property a hard target and taking away the opportunity
safe.

Building Department

For the protection of the residents, City Code requires
that all contractors performing work within the City are
required to be registered with the Building Department
prior to starting any job.
The Building Department requires the following when
a contractor is registering to work in the City:
• Application for Contractor Registration (yearly).
• Registration Bond in the amount of $25,000 which
states that the bond expires on December 31 of the
year issued.
• Certificate of Insurance from the insurance company
indicating evidence of insurance for bodily injury
in the amount of $1,000,000 for each occurrence,
subject to an aggregate limit of $1,000,000, and
for property damage in the amount of $100,000
for each occurrence, subject to an aggregate limit of
$100,000. The City of Independence must be
named certificate holder.
• Proof of Workers’ Compensation Insurance or
affidavit if a sole proprietor.
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• Electrical, HVAC, Hydronics, Plumbing,
Refrigeration, or Sprinkler contractors must submit
a copy of their current State License.
• Proof of registration with the local City tax agency,
		 R.I.T.A.
• $50 fee payable to the City of Independence.
Contractors must be registered for each type of work
they are doing in the City, and each type of registration
requires a separate bond.
The City of Independence is a Certified Residential
and Commercial Building Department. A 1% State
Assessment Fee will be applied to residential permits,
and a 3% State Assessment Fee to commercial permits.
Contractors performing work on residential property
must conform to the new Residential Code of Ohio.
You may contact the Building Department to verify
if a contractor is currently registered with the City of
Independence at 216-524-1019 or email building@
independenceohio.org

monthly publication of the
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Winter Safety Tips
Prevent snow shoveling and snow blowing
injuries

• Safe technique: Do not throw snow over your shoulder
		 or to the side. This requires a twisting motion that can
		 put stress on your back.

According to the US Consumer Product Safety Commission
approximately 16,500 people are treated in hospital
emergency rooms annually for injuries that happened while
shoveling snow or removing ice and
snow manually while more than
6,000 were injured using snow
blowers. The most common
injuries associated with snow
removal
include
sprains
and strains, back injuries, as
well as lacerations and finger
amputations.

Tips for snow blowers

General tips for safe snow clearing

Safe fueling

• Check with your doctor: Because this activity places
		 high stress on the heart, you should always speak with
		 your doctor before the snowy weather begins - especially
		 if you have a cardiac condition or do not exercise
		regularly.
• Dress appropriately: Light, layered, water-repellent
		 clothing provides both ventilation and insulation. Also,
		 wear a hat, gloves, and shoes or boots that have slip		 resistant soles.
• Start early: Try to clear snow early and often. Begin
		 when just a light covering of snow is on the ground to
		 avoid dealing with packed, heavy snow.

Tips for snow shoveling
Warm up your muscles. Shoveling is a vigorous activity so
warm up for 10 minutes with light exercise.
• Pace yourself: Take frequent breaks and prevent
		dehydration by drinking plenty of fluids (non		 alcoholic). If you experience chest pain, shortness of
		 breath, or any other signs of a heart attack, stop
		 immediately and seek emergency care.
• Proper equipment: Use a shovel that is comfortable
		 for your height and strength. Do not use a shovel that
		 is too heavy or too long to properly use.
• Proper lifting: Try to push snow instead of lifting it.
		 If you must lift, do it properly. Lift with your legs not
		 your back. Do not bend at the waist. Never remove
		 deep snow all at once; do it in layers to avoid injury.

NEVER STICK YOUR HANDS IN THE SNOW
BLOWER. If snow jams your snow blower, stop the engine
and wait at least 10 seconds. Use a solid object like a broom
handle to remove snow, ice, or debris from the chute. Make
sure blockage is completely removed before starting engine
again.
•
		
		
		

Proper supervision. Do not leave snow blower
unattended while it is running. Shut off engine if you
must step away - even if only for a few seconds. Never
let children operate a snow blower.

Add fuel before starting the snow blower. Never add fuel
while engine is running or hot. Do not start engine in an
enclosed area.
• Avoid touching engine: It can become very hot and
		 quickly burn unprotected flesh.
• Watch the electrical cord: If operating a smaller
		 electric snow blower, be aware of where the power cord
		 is at all times.
• No tampering: Do not remove any safety devices,
		 shields, or guards that are installed on your machine.
		 Keep hands and feet away from all moving parts.
• Understand your machine: Read the instruction
		 manual prior to using a snow blower. Be familiar with
		 all operations and safety features. Do not attempt any
		 repairs beyond your capabilities.

Tips for avoiding slips and falls in icy conditions
• Plan on extra time to reach your destination. Hurrying
		 increases your chances of slipping or falling
• Select proper footwear. Slip-resistant footwear provides
		 better traction.
• Use handrails where they are provided.
• Take small steps to stay balanced.
• Avoid carrying heavy bags or boxes - especially on
		steps.
• Walk slowly and never run on snow or ice.
• Be particularly careful getting in or out of vehicles.
		 Hold onto vehicle for support.
• Keep all paths and sidewalks clear of water, ice, and
		snow
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT
Holiday Rubbish Pick Up
The Service Department will be closed on New Year’s
Day: Friday, January 1. Rubbish and recycling normally
picked up on Friday will be picked up on Monday,
January 4, 2021.

Street Lighting
The City does not maintain street lights. Street lights
are handled by First Energy. If there is a problem with
a street light, please Report to First Energy Online or
by phone at 1-800-589-3101.

The Service Department will be closed Martin Luther
King Jr. Day: Monday, January 18.
Rubbish and recycling normally picked up on Monday
will be picked up on Tuesday, January 19.
All other pick up days remain the same during a holiday
week.
Place extra trash that does not fit into the City rubbish
container next to your rubbish cart.
Christmas Trees
After the holiday season,
Christmas trees will be
picked up on your regular
rubbish day. Please remove
all decorations, lights, and
the tree stand and do not put
the tree in a plastic bag. Leave the tree on the tree
lawn the day before your regular rubbish pickup day.

Winter Weather
The snow that falls in your driveway is yours to keep.
City of Independence Ordinance #660.05 prohibits
anyone from plowing snow across a street and/or
onto another’s property. Make sure your contractor
or person responsible for this task is well aware of
this Ordinance. Placing snow in the roadway causes
a hazard for motorists and snow removal crews. The
snow being pushed by the plow can be thrown quite far
Yard Waste and Leaf Pick Up
Yard waste pick up and leaf pick up have been and is extremely heavy. Please stay clear of the roadway
when the snowplows are in your area.
discontinued until April.
Chipper Service
Branches for the chipper will
continued to be picked up all
year. Please call the Service
Department at 216-524-9191
to schedule chipper service for branches between 1 and
8 inches in diameter and at least 4 feet long.

Another danger is when snow is pushed and piled on
the berm. As the winter progresses these piles work
their way out into the road. This hard-packed snow can
push a snowplow across the centerline into on-coming
traffic. All homeowners and snowplow contractors
should be aware that they can be cited for placing
obstructions, including snow, on the roadway.

Maple Shade Cemetery
All Christmas decorations and flowers will be removed
from Maple Shade Cemetery on March 1. Please pick
up your decorations prior to this date.

If you hire a snowplow contractor and they are leaving
snow in the roadway or piling snow in cul-de-sacs or on
the berm, please inform them of the inherent problems
and dangers these actions can cause. By working
together we can make this a safe winter season.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

David Grendel
Vice Mayor

Kathleen Kapusta
Councilperson

Tom Narduzzi
Councilperson

Kenn Synek
Councilperson

COUNCIL MEETING – DECEMBER 8, 2020
MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
I don’t think anyone could have imagined
a year like 2020. The global pandemic has
touched - and in most cases, disrupted everyone’s lives.
When the national emergency was
declared on March 13, most businesses and
municipalities scaled back operations and
temporarily furloughed workers. Given
the magnitude of the situation, I am proud of how the City
navigated the uncertainty of the Coronavirus crisis and our
accomplishments in 2020.
The City did not layoff any full-time staff this year. We took
careful and measured steps to keep everyone whole. We scaled
back Community Services programs for public health reasons,
temporarily re-assigned some employees, and allowed people to
work from home. Here are some other highlights:
• In April, the City held its first “drive-through” event, the
		 Easter Surprise for nearly 300 children.
• The weekly 55+ Lunches expanded to a bi-weekly drive		 through program with an average of 750 meals picked up
		 every week.
• While many communities cancelled all summer programs
		 and kept pools and recreation centers closed, our City was
		 able enforce health protocols and open the pools, Civic
		 Center, and have Summer Camp for residents only.
• By popular demand, the City extended the Community
		 Summer Concert series through September.
• Fourth of July Fireworks, Home Days, and Fall Fest were
		 cancelled, but we had a drive-through Clambake, and
		 drive-through Veterans Day lunch.
• This year’s drive-through Tree Lighting was a spectacular
success! Residents of all ages

Jim Trakas
Councilperson

Dale Veverka
Councilperson

Chris Walchanowicz
Councilperson

enjoyed the expanded lighting displays on Public Square
and around Elmwood Park, and the holiday fireworks
capped a magical night.
City Council’s support was especially critical this year. There
was no “pandemic playbook,” so we all had to make sound
decisions quickly to protect our staff, residents, and visitors as
the crisis evolved.
Because of the dramatic spike in new COVID-19 cases
following Thanksgiving, I have decided to shut down nonessential City operations from December 24 - December 31
so that we can do a deep-clean of all facilities. The Police,
Fire, Service, and Recreation Departments will remain open.
On behalf of my family and everyone here at City Hall, I wish
everyone a blessed and beautiful Christmas and a New Year
filled with good health and happiness.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
To highlight the importance of finances as one
of Council’s primary functions as an oversight
body and the Finance Department’s role in that
process, of the 17 pieces of legislation on the
December Legislative Agenda, 15 have a financial
component to them.
The last three Ordinances on that Legislative Agenda are the
result of a number of Finance Committee Meetings held this
past fall. Those three Ordinances are:
• Ordinance 2020-138: 2021 Annual Appropriations
		Ordinance
• Ordinance 2020-139: 2021 – 2025 Five-Year Capital
		 Improvement Plan (CIP)
• Ordinance 2020-140: Amended Final 2020 Annual
		 Appropriations Ordinance
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

Vision Statement: “To be the premier community

Having a Mayor, Finance Director, and a number of
Councilpersons with both public and private sector backgrounds
is a real benefit to our community. Although the City certainly
is not a for-profit entity, best practices from the private sector
can still be adapted by the public sector to the benefit of the
public.
One of those best practices is the adoption of an annual budget
(Appropriation Ordinance) prior to the commencement of that
fiscal year. Although Ohio law gives municipalities until March
31 of a given year to adopt a budget for that year, Independence
has taken the attitude that adopting a budget for a year that is
already one-quarter over is not a best practice – in the public or
private sectors.
That is why the 2021 Annual Appropriations Ordinance
(Ordinance 2020-138) will be adopted in December of 2020.
It will allow the City to hit the ground running on Monday,
January 4, 2021.
Another best practice adopted by the City a number of years
ago was the requirement that capital and infrastructure needs
be planned for five years forward – and updated annually.
The City took a step forward this year in enhancing that
best practice by not only projecting capital purchases and
infrastructure projects five years out (Ordinance 2020-139),
but also ensuring that listed purchases and infrastructure
projects can be funded with expected annual revenues – unless
the decision is made by the Mayor and Council to utilize cashon-hand and/or borrowing to purchase more capital items and/
or complete additional infrastructure projects.
The City goes into 2021 on solid financial footing. But both
the 2021 Budget and the Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan
will have to be closely monitored throughout the year.
Municipal Income Tax Revenue, the City’s largest source
of annual revenue by far, started to moderate and decline
in the 4th Quarter of 2020. Changes to local tax laws have
been introduced in the Ohio General Assembly (House and
Senate). Lawsuits challenging current local tax law structures
have been filed. Numerous office-type employees continue to
work remotely, reducing local business activity. All possible
2021 headwinds for sure, but your City’s leadership team is
committed to moving Independence forward no matter the
situation or circumstances faced.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on December 1st and
unanimously approved the application of Sameh Aboualghanam
to renovate the Sunoco gas station building at 7099 Brecksville
Road to include expanded retail and eliminate the mechanic
shop.
I supported the passage of Ordinance 2020-137 which
authorizes the Mayor and Finance Director to enter into an
agreement with Fabrizi Trucking & Paving Company, Inc.
for the Upper Brookside Road Improvements Project - Phase
2 Construction Contract, from Lake Charles to East Sprague
Road, in an amount not to exceed $1,113,070.60. The City
had received nine bids on this project.
I also supported Economic Growth and Development
Ordinances 2020-124 and 125 that gives our Economic
Development Director, Jessica Hyser, additional tools to retain
and attract businesses to our community and to market this
City in a very competitive economic environment. Ordinance
2020-124 passed 5-2, and it authorized the retention of akhia
communications, inc. for professional services to assist the
Economic Development Department with updating the City’s
branding. Ordinance 2020-125 passed 4-3, and it authorized
the retention of Guide Studio, Inc. for professional services to
assist the City with wayfinding and placemaking.
Congratulations to the Mayor and his Administration in
providing a tremendous Christmas program with fireworks as a
grand finale on December 5.
Finally, the high school celebrated a successful fall season with
the girls’ volleyball team repeating with a 2nd Place finish in the
State tournament, and the golf team finishing in 5th Place in the
State tournament. Hopefully, the school will be able to navigate
the winter sports season without any delays or COVID-related
issues. The boys’ basketball team has started 2-2, and the girls’
team picked up victories over Coventry and Cuyahoga Heights.
Best of luck to all our winter athletes.
Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and safe New Year to
all our City employees and our residents. God Bless all of you!

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I wish to express my sympathy to the families of Phillip Debelak,
Vi Ferek, and Brian Zuchowski. I am sorry for the loss of your
loved ones.
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in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
A Community Services Committee Meeting was held on
December 7, 2020. Angie Zidanic, Clerk of Court, provided
an overview of our collaborative Drug Prevention Programs
with the Independence School District. Modifications have
been made to afford services even while students are not
attending school in-person. An overview of activity at the
Community Services Department was presented by Amber
Veverka. The Community Services side of the Civic Center reopened after voting for the November election was held there.
In-person offerings have been limited. 55+ lunches continue
to have robust participation. Giving programs through our
local Adopt a Family and Salvation Army collections were
held. Two youth programs into the first quarter of 2021 are
being designed as “Take Away” activities. Tom Walchanowicz,
Recreation Director, detailed the fall sports and upcoming
winter sport schedules. Additionally, he provided a wrap of all
fall activities, as well as the operation of the fitness areas of the
Civic Center and the more recent opening of the Fieldhouse.
I support Ordinances 2020-124, the retention of akhia
communications to update the City’s branding and Ordinance
2020-125, the retention of Guide Studio to assist the City
with wayfinding and placemaking. These tools will enable
the Economic Development Department to better position
our City to respond more comprehensively to our current
business community’s needs, facilitate retention efforts, and
focus upon attracting new businesses for continued growth.
Be assured that expenditures of funds are diligently reviewed
and I believe this to be an investment in our future, especially
in these times with the impact of COVID-19. We value our
business community which directly benefits services to you,
our residents.
As we come to an end of 2020, there are almost no words to
describe the impact of this year. Certainly, it is the most unique
time in most of our lifetimes; undeniably an experience we
would never want repeated. So many suffered; so many losses
in 2020 - the most devastating being the death of loved ones
and serious health complications. Others lost jobs and financial
security. All of us saw physical and emotional connections
with family and friends stressed to the limit. While it is easy to
focus upon what we lost, may we also identify what we gained.
2020 proved to most of us that when we join together we can
accomplish more than perhaps we ever imagined possible. We
gained knowledge of the creativity we possess to realign our
lives, as needed. We gained a stronger appreciation for what
really matters in our lives, and so much more. My wish for
all our residents is that 2021 proves to be foremost a year of
good health, but also one of personal
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fulfillment to the greatest extent possible.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY
The year 2020 has presented many difficulties, but through
it all, we managed to remain positive. We've found out much
about ourselves and this wonderful City in which we are
so fortunate to call home. Thank you to the Mayor, all of
Council, and the Mayor's team for keeping things as normal
as possible for the residents. We've looked forward to your
Friday evening phone calls which kept us in the light and gave
us hope. As this year comes to a close, we look forward to a
better 2021. I wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a happy
and healthy New Year.

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
It has been a very busy couple of months for the City’s Economic
Development Department. Economic Development Director
Jessica Hyser and Communications Director Alla Lora have
been working diligently on projects to update and enhance the
City’s branding and marketing materials. They have also been
hard at work on a separate but related project for “wayfinding”.
Their many months of work culminate in two ordinances
on tonight’s agenda. Ordinance 2020-124 will hire akhia
communications as the City’s consultant for all things related
to branding, logos, and marketing collateral. The cost of akhia’s
services for Phase 1 is $76,185. Seven vendors responded to the
City’s RFP. akhia was by far the most expensive of the seven,
but the Administration believes akhia to be the best fit. I do
not believe that the contract with akhia passes the cost/benefit
test. However, I do believe that if the City is going to employ
an Economic Development Director and a Communications
Director, then it is incumbent upon City Council to give them
the tools they say they need to do their jobs.
With regard to the Wayfinding services and Ordinance 2020125, I believe this project is a want and not a need. Some
believe this project, which has a Phase 1 cost of $32,100, will
result in more effective and consistent signage throughout
the City. To me, this project is mostly about style, artistry,
and aesthetics. The Administration has not put forth a clear
statement of the problem this legislation is trying to fix. It
is not the City’s responsibility to direct traffic to private
businesses. In addition, given the Coronavirus mandates that
limit our public facilities to residents only, now is definitely
not the time to try to direct the general public to our parks,
trails, and other public spaces. To me, wayfinding is a frivolous
and unnecessary expense; one that the City could easily do
without.
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My thanks go out to all of our City workers who once again did
such an amazing job decorating the town square and Elmwood
Park for Christmas. The good cheer you have created with all
of the beautiful lights and decorations has never been more
needed than it is in 2020. And to all my neighbors, friends,
and fellow residents, I wish you a Merry Christmas and healthy,
happy New Year.

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Mayor Kurtz, Vice Mayor Grendel, Members of Council,
Finance Director Blaze, Citizens of Independence. The Utilities
Committee met twice with a number of important topics which
I will cover shortly.
First though, residents may not be fully aware, so I thought I
would take a moment to let everyone know that City Council
passed in July and Mayor Kurtz signed into law a resolution
that I sponsored that provides face masks, hand sanitizer, other
personal protective equipment (PPE) free of charge to any
resident who asks for it. The Community Services Department
at the Civic Center has a full store of masks, both disposable and
reusable, and PPE kits for any resident to use at no cost to you.
I encourage you to contact Community Services at 216-5247373 and ask about our community mask and PPE program.
Residents can make arrangements to protect themselves as the
second wave of this terrible coronavirus sweeps through the
world. Your community stands with you and stands ready to
help you; please take advantage of this resource. Get your free
masks and sanitizer!
The Utilities Committee met to discuss a major floodwater
project in concert with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
(USACE) floodwall and levee revamping on Old Rockside
Road on the Valley View border. This project has been
envisioned since 2005 and with an overall price tag of $4.5
million and City of Independence participation of $2.4 million.
The committee heard testimony from the USACE about how
they have designed this project which would create a concrete
reinforced floodwall of 720 feet in length, between seven and
ten foot high, and a levee of 2,600 feet at four and a half feet
high and contain three closures to capture storm water much
more effectively. The project has been green lighted for 202122 and the committee agreed with the priority.
Utilities also met in a joint meeting with Streets and Sidewalks
to discuss Mayor Kurtz’s conceptual proposal to create a
City Sewers Department under the direction of both the
City Engineer and Service Department. The initial concept
calls for hiring four professional engineers and a geographic
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information system specialist (GIS) which is a framework for
gathering, managing, and analyzing data. Rooted in the science
of geography, GIS integrates many types of data. It analyzes
spatial location and organizes layers of information into
visualizations using maps and 3D scenes.
The Department may start with four professionals and may
require up to six additional workers with the goal of cleaning
and maintaining sewers, creeks, and wooded areas, and be able
to go on both public and private property to solve stormwater
drainage problems proactively, instead of reactively. The City
currently contracts with outside firms for this work, and we
have not conducted a thorough analysis of the request, but
discussed this in concept. Funds for the initial hires have been
proposed in the FY21 city operating budget.
The committee will be meeting in January to discuss Ordinance
2020-19 establishing the Trillion Tree Initiative in the City with
guest experts from the Cuyahoga County Planning Division
who wrote and monitor the tree canopy situation in our county.
Many of our residents and certainly our business residents have
expressed concern about crime in our community and around
us. Addressing this and keeping our community a safe place to
live and work is the top priority of city officials. In addition to
hiring several new police officers and firefighter paramedics in
2021, the City is also evaluating placing a safety forces station
in the Rockside Corridor with the intent of both assuring swift
response as well boots on the ground to discourage and root
out criminal behavior in our community. Your community has
committed to 30 new sophisticated security cameras that can
flag vehicles with criminal warrants and monitor in real time
areas that are potential targets for criminals and aggressively
patrol them. We know that more retail business can attract
criminals, but like the old Raid commercials, criminals may try
to check in, but they won’t check out. Your safety is paramount
and your community is acting aggressively to preserve it.
This concludes 2020, and what a year it has been. I try to
focus on the positive aspects of this year as we celebrate both
Christmas and the promise of the New Year of 2021. It is
unfortunately all too obvious to dwell on the tremendous crisis
that the COVID-19 virus has wrought, but look how we have
come together as families, as communities, as fellow Americans
united in purpose and strength. Wishing everyone a blessed
New Year and may God continue to preserve, protect, and
defend our Republic and community.
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VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks and Utilities and Sewers Committees
met in a joint session on December 2. First topic introduced
by City Engineer Don Ramm was expanding the Engineering
Department. The intent was to include a sewers group. The
other presentation was on hiring a GIS Coordinator. This
position was originally proposed by the Economic Development
Department. Currently our engineering is done as a hybrid.
When the City has large projects, consultants are hired and
our engineering department checks and oversees the projects. I
am concerned in these COVID times that the costs of salaries,
benefits, and purchase of extensive equipment would negate
any advantage of reducing the need for outside engineering
contracts.
The other important piece of legislation is approval of the
completion of Brookside Road from Lake Charles to Sprague
Road. This was originally an alternative bid for the sewer and
road project from Eastview Drive to Lake Charles. The money
for this project was in the 2020 budget. We chose to move
the project forward to start in late winter/early spring 2021.
Thusly, I will be supporting Ordinance 2020-137.
I will be voting against the purchase of the property at the corner
of Stone and Brecksville Roads, Ordinance 2020-126. The
amount requested has increased to over $1.2 million dollars.
It was appraised at less than $900,000 before the pandemic, so
it seems unthinkable to pay even more than was approved in
earlier legislation.
I am encouraging the administration to work with the new
owners of the property at 5555 Brecksville Road. This property
has been a concern for a long time and it seems right to give
the new owner the opportunity to share plans with the Mayor
and Council. Additionally, owners of the property at 6030
Brecksville Road should be offered the opportunity to make
the property presentable before the City steps in.
Looking back at 2020 in the rearview mirror or camera (for those
with newer cars) it was a year of challenges. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. I am looking forward to serving residents
in 2021. God Bless all.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Fellow Residents - 2020 has truly been a year all of us will
never forget; our children having to use remote learning for the
majority of school this year, missing their friends and forgetting
what a daily routine is all about. I pray for all of our small
businesses in town. The best thing

is the residents of Independence are strong and will overcome
almost anything. With that being said, bring on 2021. Though
we don’t know what exactly our new normal will be, we must
keep pushing forward and battle this pandemic one day at a
time. Please be as safe as possible.
We had a very busy month of November; so many meetings that
I lost count. During my Public Lands & Buildings meeting this
past month we finally had an in-depth conversation with GPD
on our building assessments. For the most part, we are in pretty
good shape. Mayor Kurtz and Council all agree that one of our
top priorities is the safety of our residents and staff members in
both the Civic Center and City Hall, so we will be looking into
new security for both buildings. We are making some headway
with Maple Shade Cemetery. We will be discussing our future
expansion due to the limited amount of grave sites left.
I want to explain my views on the City’s branding and
wayfinding. Our City depends on the tax revenue from both
Rockside Road and Pleasant Valley, our two main business
districts. Our community has been very fortunate for so many
years. Without our business district we would not be able to
provide a lot of our programs for our residents. We would not
be able to have inexpensive Recreation programs or Community
Services programs. In order to do so, sometimes we must spend
some money to help bring new business to our districts.
I almost have my first year under my belt as a Councilman. A
year ago I never would have thought I would have three inperson Council meetings and then spend the rest of the year
on Zoom. Going into 2020 we had so many great plans for
the City and unfortunately had to put a hold on them. Our
Administration and Council stayed strong, and we had to make
many decisions to secure the health and safety of our residents
and employees.
I would like to thank all the Service Department and Recreation
Department employees along with Mayor Kurtz and his staff for
an amazing tree lighting ceremony, along with the wonderful
fireworks display. I have heard nothing but rave reviews, and I
am thinking we may want to consider this to be our new tree
lighting tradition. Special thanks to Santa (you know who you
are); you did a great job making so many of our community
children happy and putting smiles on their faces in these trying
times.
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. From my
family to yours, may you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! See you in 2021.
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DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing to review
plans, issue permits, and perform inspections
while taking precautions to keep both our
employees and our customers safe and healthy.
Please wear a mask should you need to come into
the Building Department. Feel free to use email or call should
you need to contact us.
Over the last month, the Building Department sent out three
sets of construction drawings for plan review. Eight commercial
permits were issued and 31 commercial construction inspections
were performed.
The Department also issued eight residential permits and
performed 106 residential construction inspections. Plans were
reviewed and approved for two new dwellings on Linden Lane
and two new dwellings on Bradford Circle. Occupancies were
issued for a new dwelling on Linden Lane and a new dwelling
on Brettin Drive. Thirteen new dwellings are currently under
construction in the City, and there are four more in the plan
review process.
Additionally, our inspectors have been actively addressing issues
to improve the appearance of our community.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of nine permits were issued: Three
Residential Plumbing Permits were issued
to repair storm/sanitary sewer laterals and/or
water service connections. One Miscellaneous
Residential Permit was issued to repair/replace a
concrete/asphalt driveway. Three Commercial Right-of-Way
Permits were issued to install fiber optic cable. Two Residential
Right-of-Way Permits were issued to install fiber optic cable.
We continue to oversee the work of Catts Construction on E.
Schaaf Road, in connection with our 2020 Concrete Road
Maintenance & Repairs Contract. Curb removal and concrete
replacement has been completed on the project. Commercial
drive apron replacements have been completed on the project.
Catch basin replacements and adjustments are nearing
completion. The project will be suspended for the winter, and
the final 1.5-inch asphalt surface course will be installed early
in the coming spring.

connection with our 2020 Creek, Utility & Infrastructure
Maintenance & Repairs Contract. The soil-nail wall
construction at 8501 E. Pleasant Valley Road has begun and
is progressing towards completion. Ordinance 2020-132 on
tonight’s agenda authorizes Change Order No. 3 to Geotech’s
contract, made possible by a reimbursement from the Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) via their Regional
Storm Water Utility Program.
Ordinances 2020-133 and 135 are consent pieces of legislation
that were required to accompany our two separate funding
applications we submitted last month to the Ohio Public
Works Commission (OPWC) State Issue 1 funding program.
Grant and/or loan requests were submitted for the following
projects: Kleber Court & Longano Drive Reconstruction
Improvements Project; Rockside Road & I-77 Interchange
- Northbound Ramp Widening Improvements Project. We
hope to hear back from the OPWC on our submittals sometime
around the New Year.
Ordinance 2020-137 authorizes the base bid contract in the
amount of $1,113,070.60 with Fabrizi Trucking & Paving
Company for work in connection with the Upper Brookside
Road Improvements Project - Phase 2. The duration of the
proposed work is 120-calendar days. Contracts will be executed
and pre-project work will be coordinated over the next four to
six weeks. We hope to be in a position to start construction
work sometime around February.
Ordinance 2020-134 authorizes a contract modification
with Euthenics, Inc. in the amount of $29,288.50 to perform
additional design engineering and plan preparation work in
connection with the Hillside Road Sidewalk Improvements
Project (West). This design project is nearly complete, and we
hope to bid the project for construction early this coming year.
Lastly, we prepared for and attended various City Council
Committee Meetings to review current and/or future
infrastructure projects and budgets, including the proposed
2021 Engineering Department Operating Budget.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Thanks to the generosity of our residents, the community
raised over $1,000 for the Salvation Army at Tree Lighting. Our
neighboring communities reported that giving for this program
has increased almost 50% so far this year! Our department
collects canned food and donations year-round for the local
food pantry. Drop off any time!

We continue to oversee the work of Geotech Services in
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Last Tuesday, December 1, the first snow of the season occurred,
and it was a big one! Between our desk and the Recreation desk,
we fielded approximately 300 calls that day. Thank you to both
teams as well as the Service Department for their responsiveness
to an incredibly busy 24 hours.
In the month of November, our team distributed approximately
2,200 meals to our 55+ residents. Make sure to check your
January Spotlight for the next set of lunches.
Tomorrow is our Remembrance Day celebration, drivethrough style. Fifty-eight residents will be picking up a poem
of remembrance and an angel ornament with the name of their
loved ones.
The Community Services Department wishes our residents
Happy Holidays and a bright New Year! 2020 has been a
whirlwind, but our team is glad we were able to connect with
and serve so many residents throughout this pandemic.

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
On tonight’s agenda is Ordinance 2020-127. This
ordinance accepts the bids from various vendors
for fire equipment needed for our new Pierce Fire
Engine. This new engine will be arriving sometime
at the end of this month. The equipment being
purchased include items such as cordless hydraulic extrications
tools, an air bag lift system, thermal imaging cameras, various fire
hose nozzles, and other miscellaneous items. With the addition
of this new equipment, we hope to have our new engine in
service shortly after the new year.
I would like to congratulate our firefighters on the successful
“Stuff the Ambulance” food drive event they had last month. On
Saturday November 25 they collected over 2,000 pounds of food
and almost $650 in money and gift cards. This is twice as much
food and money than we have ever collected in the past. I would
like to thank the community for giving so generously. These
much-needed donations with go to help local families in our area.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
The holiday season in 2020 presents unique
challenges, and your safety forces are working
hard to make sure we all have a safe and happy
experience. The holiday festivities and wonderful
fireworks display on December 5

provided a great celebration for our City, and I am happy to
report that there were no safety-related incidents. This was the
result of a great team effort involving every City department.
I want to recognize the efforts of Lieutenant Greg Tinnirello,
who was in charge of the Police Department’s role in the
celebration. Lieutenant Tinnirello and his team facilitated the
movement of hundreds of vehicles through the City and helped
them to safely proceed home after the fireworks. Thanks to all
of our officers who pitched in and made this event a success.
On behalf of the Police Department, I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
We are happy to report that we have officially
received our $35,000 reimbursement from the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources Nature
Works Grant for our recently renovated ages 2-5
area of Liberty Playground. Thanks to Eric Sarley
who submitted and completed the application process. We
certainly have had plenty of usage at the Liberty Playground all
year since its reopening!
Hopefully many of our residents have already seen the expansive
light displays across the Elmwood Park campus for the season
- our staff put in a lot of hard work (and holiday cheer) to
get everything installed in time for our tree lighting this past
weekend. I want to thank all our staff involved with the
installation of the displays! The lights will be up all December
for you to drive through the park and enjoy, as well as walk
through our lighted archways on both sides of the press box by
the baseball diamonds. There are also plenty of great spots for
photo opportunities! You can tune your car audio into radio
station 93.7 FM around the park for a selection of special
Christmas music. Especially this holiday season, we hope you
can enjoy the wonderful experience of these Christmas light
displays with your family!
We have some modified upcoming holiday hours for the Civic
Center and Fieldhouse as follows: Christmas Eve: 6 a.m. – 3
p.m.; Christmas Day: CLOSED; New Year’s Eve: 6 a.m. – 3
p.m.; New Year’s Day: 8 a.m. - 12 Noon.
From all of us here at the Recreation Department, we would
like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas!
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SERVICE DIRECTOR – KARAS
On December 5, the City of Independence had
the annual tree lighting ceremony and every year
the event gets bigger and brighter. I would like to
thank the employees of the Service Department,
Technical Services Department, and Recreation
Department as well as employees of all the other departments
and countless volunteers for all their hard work setting up
the trees, lights, and decorations that create a festive holiday
atmosphere throughout the City’s downtown as well as
Elmwood Park.
With leaf collection coming to an end, I would like to thank
all of the residents for getting the leaves out to the curb often;
this greatly helps with the collection effort. Although the snow
came early this year, crews have stayed busy and continue to
work hard to pick up all the leaves. This year the department
has collected over 6,000 yards of leaves.
With the holidays around the corner, I would like to wish all
the residents a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Also to
remind the residents when Christmas is over you can place your
unwanted Christmas tree out on the curb on your regularly
scheduled rubbish day, but please make sure to remove any
decorations and lights.

TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
– SNYDERBURN
Tech has been busy this month with campuswide holiday decorating. We hope our residents
take a stroll through the park along with visiting
Santa’s train display next to the barber shop in
the center of town. Tech, along with Service and Recreation,
take pride in installing beautiful displays each holiday lighting
season.
Tech is currently completing filter changes in all of our campus
buildings. Our technicians perform quarterly filter changes
along with preventative maintenance on all of our HVAC
units. This constant yearly operation is especially important
when faced with our current pandemic. We take extra care in
providing our residents with a clean, comfortable environment
in all City buildings.

LEGISLATION – DECEMBER 8, 2020

ORDINANCE 2020-113 An Ordinance (Rev. 1) authorizing
the retention of Lori’s Custom Catering and TJK Catering &
Concessions, LLC for professional services to provide meals
for the Community Service Department’s 55+ drive-thru
contactless lunch program. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE 2020-124 An Ordinance authorizing the
retention of akhia communications, inc. for professional
services to assist the economic development department with
updating the City’s branding. Enacted 5 yes/2 no (T,V).
ORDINANCE 2020-125 An Ordinance authorizing the
retention of Guide Studio, Inc. for professional services to assist
the City with wayfinding and placemaking. Enacted 4 yes/3
no (S,T,V).
ORDINANCE 2020-127 An Ordinance accepting the bids
of All-American Fire, Fire-Force, Howell Rescue Equipment,
and municipal emergency services for the purchase of loose
equipment to up fit the Fire Department’s refurbished Pierce
Rescue Pumper. (In a total amount not to exceed $79,709.00).
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-128 An Ordinance authorizing the
purchase of software licensing and professional services in
connection with the City’s Microsoft Windows infrastructure
upgrade. (In a total amount not to exceed $20,448.15). Enacted
7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-129 An Ordinance declaring the dwelling
and accessory buildings at 6030 Brecksville Road in the City of
Independence to be an unsafe building and therefore a public
nuisance as defined in City Codified Ordinance 1369.01,
declaring the dwelling at 6030 Brecksville Road and accessory
buildings in the City of Independence to be insecure, unsafe,
or structurally defective under Ohio Revised Code Section
715.26, and authorizing the Law Director to notify the owner
of, and declaring an emergency. Placed on Second Reading
without objection.
ORDINANCE 2020-130 An Ordinance amending Chapter
1363 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Independence
relating to fences, walls, and hedges. Placed on Second
Reading without objection.
ORDINANCE 2020-131 An Ordinance amending Ordinance
No. 1988-08, as subsequently amended, including but not
limited to, through Ordinance 2010-17, a Comprehensive
Ordinance Establishing Benefits For All Regular, Full-Time
Municipal Employees. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-132 An Ordinance authorizing Change
Order No. 3 to the City’s 2020 Creek, Utility and Infrastructure
Maintenance and Repairs Contract with Geotech Services, Inc.
(In an amount not to exceed $46,850.00, and for a total amount
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PLANNING COMMISSION RESULTS

not to exceed $432,072.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-133 An Ordinance authorizing the
Mayor to prepare and submit an application to participate in the
Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement
and/or Local Transportation Improvement Programs for
Capital Improvements to the water mains on Kleber Court and
Longano Drive and to execute documents as required. Enacted
7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-134 An Ordinance authorizing
Change Order No. 1 to the agreement with Euthenics, Inc.
for professional services in connection with the Hillside Road
Sidewalk Improvements Project (Hawthorn Trace to S. Great
Oaks Parkway). (In an amount not to exceed $29,288.50 and for
a total contract amount not to exceed $113,442.50). Enacted 7
yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-135 An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor
to prepare and submit an application to participate in the Ohio
Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement and/or
Local Transportation Improvement Programs in connection
with the CUY-77-8.37 (PID 11340) Project and to execute
documents as required. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-136 An Ordinance Amending
Ordinance 2020-85 regarding the purchase of property from
Kin Properties, Inc. for real property located within the City.
(In an amount not to exceed $1,210,000,00). Removed.
ORDINANCE 2020-137 An Ordinance accepting the bid
of Fabrizi Trucking & Paving Company, Inc. for the Upper
Brookside Road Improvements Project - Phase 2. (In an amount
not to exceed $1,113,070.60). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

– December 1, 2020

7099 Brecksville Road, Sunoco – Renovation of existing
building to include expanded retail and elimination of mechanic
shop. Approved.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
– December 15, 2020

ORDINANCE 2020-116 An Ordinance amending Section
1143.03 - Open Storage or Parking of a Recreational Vehicle of
the Codified Ordinances of the City of Independence. Enacted
7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-121 An Ordinance establishing the
Chestnut Woods Phase VII Incentive District and declaring
improvements to certain parcels of property in the incentive
district to be a public purpose for purposes of Sections 5709.40
and 5709.42 of the Ohio Revised Code, describing public
improvements to be made to benefit or serve the incentive
district, requiring the owners of parcels within the incentive
district to make service payments in lieu of taxes; establishing a
Chestnut Woods Phase VII Municipal Public Improvement Tax
Increment Equivalent Fund for the deposit of service payments,
making related authorizations pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
Sections 5709.40, 5709.42 and 5709.43. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE 2020-138 2021 Annual Appropriations
Ordinance. Enacted 6 yes/1 no (V).
ORDINANCE 2020-140 2020 Annual Appropriations
Ordinance. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-138 2021 Annual Appropriations
Ordinance. Placed on Second Reading without objection.

RESOLUTION 2020-25 Amending Resolution 2020-2
regarding Rules of Order for Council 2020-2021. Placed on
Second Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-139 An Ordinance adopting a Five-Year
Capital Improvement Plan for 2021-2025. Placed on Second
Reading without objection.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS RESULTS

ORDINANCE 2020-140 2020 Annual Appropriations
Ordinance. Placed on Second Reading without objection.

– December 17, 2020

6860 Bradford Circle, Paul Shim - Requesting a variance to
permit a deck to extend approximately 9.5 feet past the rear
building line (not permitted). Approved.
5700 Brecksville Road, AAA Travel Insurance – Requesting
a variance of 22.75 inches to permit a ground sign to be 82.75
inches (60 inches permitted). Approved.
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If you have questions regarding
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)
Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Friday, January 1
City Hall Closed

Monday, January 18
City Hall Closed

SAVE THE DATE JANUARY 2021
* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED. *
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Please call City
Hall for Mayor’s
Listening Night
5-6 pm
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Caucus 5:30 pm
Regular Council
Meeting 7 pm

Martin Luther King
Jr. Day
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Happy New Year

Inauguration Day

26

27

Architectural Board of
Review 3 pm
Board of Zoning
Appeals following
Caucus 5:30 pm

28

Strategic
Planning
Committee
Mtg. 9 am

Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216-328-1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org
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