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Dear Neighbor,
We are living through a significant moment in history. COVID-19
has changed everyone's life. The sudden disruption, complexity, and
uncertainty created by this pandemic have stressed our minds and
diverted our attention from many of life's regular routines.
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As each day passes, we must support our family, friends,
neighbors, and co-workers who are coping with the same
disorienting challenges. A short phone call, text, porch visit,
email or hand-written note lets others know they are not alone.
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One of the remarkable side-effects of this health emergency is
that it has revealed some people's "superpowers."
Doctors, nurses, and other healthcare workers fight the virus every day. Simultaneously,
they support patients who cannot have visitors and respond to families who need
information and hope.
Police, Fire, and other safety forces steadfastly serve and protect while facing the danger
and uncertainty of this virus.
Last spring, teachers developed a modified type of "homeschooling" for students
quarantined at home. Now they are working with school administrators to prepare lesson
plans for actual and "virtual" classrooms.
We cannot forget the parents who became instant teachers and transitioned to working
from home and navigating the blurring of boundaries between work and a personal life.
These experiences and how the health emergency will eventually be resolved will define
the country for many years. That is why the City will be organizing a COVID-19
Community Time Capsule. It is a way to preserve our community's collective experiences
and help future generations understand the challenges and sacrifices that lead to a "new
normal." We will have more information soon.
Watch your mailbox! Next month the City will be sending out the updated Welcome
to Independence packets that new residents usually receive. I wanted everyone to have
a copy of the 2020 edition, which contains vital information about services, facilities,
organizations, programs, and so much more.
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Be well and God Bless!
Sincerely,

Gregory P. Kurtz
Mayor of Independence
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KIWANIS KORNER
Over $6,000 in scholarships was awarded to
Independence High School graduating seniors.
Recipients include: Molly Dougherty, Avery
Strychasz, Thorin Chappel, Sarah Swauger,
Heather Patacca, Emily George, Carolyn Klima,
and Mahlaina Leichliter. Congratulations to these
outstanding scholars!
Independence Kiwanis donated $2,500 to help the
Cornerstone of Hope’s summer camp for children.

Molly
Dougherty

Avery
Strychasz

Thorin Chappel

Sarah Swauger

Recent 300 club winners include Sue Hersimuk,
Pat Snyderburn, Robert Leimkuehler, Tom
Dreiling, Marie Nemeth, and Bob Gaus.
Independence Primary School K-Kids advisors
Primary teacher Caitlin Sluka and Kiwanis member
Mary Lee Gorbett have guided the K-Kids through
a school year of engaging programs. In spite of the
obstacles at school’s end K-Kids will continue to be
“young leaders helping others”.

Heather Patacca

Emily George

Carolyn Klima

Mahlaina
Leichliter

“Chalk the Walk”
Driveway/Sidewalk Chalk Drawing Contest
Independence residents do not have to leave home to participate in the “Chalk
the Walk” Drawing Contest. Individuals and families are invited to share
their creativity and compete for a cash prize. The rules are simple: using only
sidewalk chalk, draw a picture and take a photo with the artist(s) appearing as
part of the finished illustration. See the samples on the left.
Submission details: Take a photo of your chalk drawing (the artist needs
to be in the photo to qualify!) and send it to the Rec/Community Services
Facebook page via Messenger or email it to cs@independenceohio.org with
your name and address. Submissions must be family-friendly to qualify for the
contest.
After the deadline, submissions will be posted on the Rec/Community
Facebook page (no addresses will be shared). The community will be asked to
vote for their favorite(s) on Facebook. The drawings will the top three votes
will be the winners. Winners will be notified in the manner they submitted.
• 1st Place: $100
• 2nd Place: $50
• 3rd Place: $25
Contest starts NOW!
Submissions due by Sunday, August 30th at midnight.
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“Pop-Up” Art Programs – Elmwood Recreation
Children Ages 4 & 5

“Growing Together”
Sunflower Contest
For Independence Residents of all ages! Call the
Civic Center at 216-524-7373 to pick up your
packet of seeds and instructions. Or, use your
own sunflower seeds.
Cash prizes will be awarded to the tallest
sunflower ($100) and the largest (diameter)
sunflower face ($75). If you would like to enter
the contests, call Community Services or email
CS@IndependenceOhio.org to be added to the
judging list by Friday, August 14th. You can also
sign up online at www.independenceohio.org
Get Growing! Share your progress on Facebook
using #GrowingTogether

• Grades: Pre-K & Entering
		 Kindergarten with one Adult
• Tuesdays, August 4th and 18th
• Choose ONE Class:
		 o 10 - 11 AM
		 o 12 - 1 PM
		 o 2 - 3 PM
• Residents only: $5 (fee is per Class per Child)
• Registration Begins: July 31st
• Registration Deadline: Week before
• Max: 4 children and 4 adults per class
Bring your preschooler and/or your child entering kindergarten
for a variety of art projects throughout the summer. Each will be
different and includes a cool summertime treat.
• August 4th: Spiral Tie Dye (Bring your own prewashed
		 100% cotton t-shirt).
• August 18th: Mosaic Sun-Catcher

Youth Art in the Park

FARM FRESH FRUITS
AND VEGETABLES
Sundays 9 am - 1 pm
July 5th - September 20th
Old Middle School Property
6565 Brecksville Road
Luther Farms has been a family owned and operated,
working farm since 1900. The Farm is approximately
400 acres and sells pumpkins, sweet corn, a full line of
seasonal vegetables and fruits, as well as fresh bakery.

• Grades: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 4th
• Wednesdays, August 5th and 19th
• Thursdays, August 6th and 20th
		o 10 - 11:15 AM
		o 12 - 1:15 PM
		o 2 - 3:15 PM
• Residents only: $5 (Fee is per Class per Child)
• Registration Begins: July 31st
• Registration Deadline: Week before
• Max: 6 children per class
Let’s break up summertime boredom with a variety of art projects
throughout the summer. Each will be different and includes a cool
summertime treat.
• August 5th or 6th: Spiral Tie Dye (Bring your own
		 prewashed 100% cotton t-shirt)
• August 19th or 20th: Mosaic Sun-Catcher
Register online at www.independenceohio.org or call the
Community Services Department at 216-524-7373.

We will be practicing social distancing at this event.
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INDEPENDENCE LOCAL SCHOOLS AND
THE CITY OF INDEPENDENCE ARE PROUD
TO PARTNER WITH DALE CARNEGIE TO OFFER

SKILLS FOR SUCCESS FOR
YOUNG ADULTS
This eight-week program will help students:

Develop interpersonal communication skills for school, relationships, and work
Learn how to manage daily challenges, reduce stress and be more productive
Boost confidence when communicating one-on-one or with large groups
Maximize potential with life-long leadership skills

Term:

Eight weeks starting September 28 through November 16, 2020

Schedule:

Every Monday from 6:00 – 9:15 PM at Independence High School

Who is eligible:

Public, private, and parochial school students who are Independence residents

Cost:

$200*
*Independence Local Schools, The City of Independence and Dale Carnegie Training
work together to subsidize the cost.

This course is worth two college credits in oral communication.

(The University of Central Missouri provides transcripts after the course is completed for $50)

Dale Carnegie Class of 2019

Class is limited to 24 students!
Enrollment begins August 17th and
closes September 11, 2020

Download the registration form at www.IndependenceOhio.org
For more information contact Marilee MacAskill
440.899.8690 | Marilee.macaskill@dalecarnegie.com
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Deer Hunting - City Ordinance
618.151

amount of work for the
Police Department’s
clerical staff in tracking
down and making contact
Fall marks the time of year when increased deer
with the hunters. If a
activity is noticed, and their interaction with
permit holder fails to meet
humans and, unfortunately, their vehicles, is at a
peak. Independence has conducted a very effective the requirement of calling
in their totals at the end of
deer management program that has significantly
the season, they may not
reduced the number of car-deer collisions, as
be issued a permit for the
well as property and vegetation damage caused
following season.
by deer. In 2007, before the deer management
program was implemented, the number of carPermit Required to Hunt Deer
deer accidents in our city was 113. In 2019 this
Deadline to Apply is September 18, 2020
number was 2.
The Police Department carefully inspects hunting
areas and monitors the hunting process to
ensure safety and compliance with all City and
state requirements. The Police Chief personally
reviews and approves each hunting application.
Additionally, this ordinance strictly prohibits any
hunting where there would be a potential hazard
to the safety of persons or property.
As part of the permit process, each approved
applicant will be issued two identification number
placards. These are required to be displayed in a
clearly visible manner on the front and back of the
hunter while they are traveling to and from their
deer stand (they are not required to be worn while
occupying the deer stand).
The ordinance also requires each hunter to report
the number of does and bucks harvested at the
conclusion of the season. Even if no deer are
harvested, the permit holder must contact the
Police Department to report a zero total. This
information is important so the City can monitor
the effectiveness of the program and report the
statistics accurately. Numerous permit holders
who neglect to call in their totals cause an undue
6
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The 2020-2021 deer archery season begins on
September 26th, 2020 and concludes on February
7th, 2021. Archery deer hunting permits will
again be issued by the Police Department subject
to restrictions of City Ordinance 618.151 and
in compliance with all Ohio Division of Wildlife
regulations. Ohio regulations can be found at
wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/hunting-trapping-andshooting-sports/hunting-trapping-regulations/
deer-hunting-regulations
Applications may be picked up and turned in at
the Independence Police Department Monday
through Friday, 8 AM to 4 PM from August
3rd, 2020 through September 18th, 2020.
Permits will only be issued from August 3rd
through September 18th and will be good for
the entire archery season. NO PERMITS WILL
BE ISSUED AFTER HUNTING SEASON
STARTS.
Please call the Police Department at 216-5240375 if you have any questions or concerns
regarding deer hunting or the City Ordinance that
regulates hunting.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

What’s An AED?

While visiting many public places you may have noticed
signs announcing the location of an “AED”. Just what
is an “AED”? Who can use them? And how can one save
your life?
“AED” is an abbreviation
for Automated External
Defibrillator. An AED is a
portable electronic device
that can detect and treat
potential life threatening
cardiac problems. The
device provides an electronic
shock to a person's heart in the event of a cardiac arrest.
The wonderful thing about an AED is that it is designed
to be used by non-professionals. The use of AEDs is
taught in many first aid and CPR courses.
In the event of a cardiac arrest, seconds count! Every
minute that passes diminishes the chance of a successful
rescue. In the first three minutes after an arrest, the
chance of successful rescue goes down seven percent

each minute. After the first three minutes, the odds
decrease by ten percent for each minute that passes.
Even the fastest response by trained paramedics may take
four minutes or more. During this crucial time, a lay
bystander can deliver lifesaving treatment in a matter of
seconds.
A person does not need extensive training to use an
AED. A rescuer simply opens the unit, places two large
stickers on the exposed chest of the unconscious victim,
and lets the machine decide what to do next!
The City of Independence has approximately 30
AEDs placed strategically throughout the city schools,
churches, public buildings, parks, and police cars. You
may even notice AEDs when you visit shopping malls,
airports, and many sporting venues. If you would like
to learn more about AEDs you can contact the Fire
Department or look at the videos section online at
CardiacScience.com under the “resources” dropdown
menu.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

A Building Permit is required any time there is an addition, alteration, repair, or construction to your home
or accessory structure. Permits are necessary for most home improvements or additions so that the Building
Department may inspect the job for safety, zoning compliance, and sound construction practices. The City of
Independence does require all contractors to be registered with City prior to receiving a permit or doing any work.
The following is a sample list of the types of residential projects that require a permit:

Additions
Decks
					
Accessory Buildings
Driveways
Air Conditioning
Electrical
Alterations
Fences

Lawn Sprinkler Systems
Water Heater Replacement
Plumbing
Window Replacement
Swimming Pools
Roof Replacement
Permits are not required for painting or wallpaper, new flooring, or for general redecorating.
A homeowner may obtain a building permit to work on their own property that they reside in without having to
be registered as a contractor. However, if you are going to employ a subcontractor for all or part of the work, they
must be registered with the City of Independence to perform such work. Inspections are required after a permit is
obtained. Please contact the Building Department twenty-four hours prior to schedule an inspection.
Permits expire one year after they have been issued. Work needs to begin within six months after the issuance of
the permit.
If you have any questions about whether or not a permit is needed, please contact the Building Department at
216-524-1019 or you can find us on the web at www.independenceohio.org.
7
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT
Scrap Tire Roundup

Log Disposal

The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District is again
conducting a Scrap Tire Round Up for Residents of
Cuyahoga County. As a service to the residents of
Independence, old automotive tires with the rims removed
will be picked up at your residence during the first three
(3) Fridays in September. Tires are only picked up once a
year during the Scrap Tire Round Up, so take advantage of
this annual program.
• Large truck tires are not acceptable.
• Small tires such as bike, motorcycle, etc. are not
acceptable

Logs larger than eight (8)
inches in diameter must be
cut up into small pieces,
not weighing more than 50
pounds and placed on your
treelawn on your regular
rubbish pickup day. All
tree contractors you have hired must remove all of the tree
material. The City of Independence Service Department
will not remove any tree material from contractors hired
by the resident.

Call the Service Department at 216-524-9191 prior to
Friday to schedule tire pickup during the first three (3)
Fridays in September. Put the tires on your treelawn for
pick up.

Dumpster Rental

Due to limited space, only four (4) tires per pickup will be
accepted.

Rubbish Pick Up
Please be considerate of your neighbors when putting out
rubbish, recycling, and yard waste. Rubbish, recycling,
and yard waste should be out at the curb by 7:30 am the
day of pick up, but not sooner than 6:00 pm the evening
before the day of pick up (Ordinance #1999-33). Rubbish,
recycling, and yard waste put at the curb before scheduled
pick up is considered litter and subject to a fine.
There is not a set time for your rubbish to be picked up
on your rubbish day. The Service Department has many
different drivers and each driver starts in different areas.
Additional rubbish carts can be purchased through
the Service Department and will be delivered to your
residence. Please call the Service Department at
216-524-9191 for more information.
• Large 96 Gallon Rubbish or Recycling Cart: $64.00
• Small 64 Gallon Rubbish or Recycling Cart: $56.00

Dirt Disposal
Bagged dirt should be placed in
your rubbish cart or next to your
rubbish cart not weighing more than
50 pounds. Dirt is not yard waste.
Yard waste consists of leaves, grass
clippings, and branches.

8
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Dumpsters are provided to residents by request only.
Rental started in April of this year. The City has two sizes,
a five (5) yard dumpster, and a ten (10) yard dumpster.
The five yard dumpster can be rented throughout the year.
Dumpsters are dropped off on Fridays only and picked
up on Monday, for a rental time of three (3) days. When
a resident has an excessive amount of trash which requires
more than what would be put out for regular pickup, the
resident should request the use of a dumpster. A dumping
fee will be charged to the resident on all dumpsters
depending on the contents and size of the container.
Dumpster Rental and Dumpster Fees
General and Construction
$50.00
Material: 5 yard
General and Construction
$100.00
Material: 10 yard
Logs and stumps: 5 yard
$150.00
Logs and stumps: 10 yard
$300.00
Railroad Ties: 5 yard		
$100.00
Railroad Ties: 10 yard		
$200.00
Dumping Fee must be paid in advance and a waiver
allowing access to the resident’s property must be signed
before the dumpster is dropped off. Dumpsters cannot
be OVERFILLED and any dumpsters that are overfilled
will be left at the resident’s property to have the overfilled
material emptied. Items you CANNOT put into a
dumpster include: tires, paint cans, liquids, chemicals, and
food rubbish.
To rent a dumpster, call the Service Department at
216-524-9191.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

David Grendel
Vice Mayor

Kathleen Kapusta
Councilperson

Tom Narduzzi
Councilperson

Kenn Synek
Councilperson

COUNCIL MEETING – JULY 14, 2020
MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
I just want to talk about a few
things. The Covid-19 pandemic
has certainly upended every aspect
of life from personnel, how people
live and work, to the professional
organizations and how they interact
with their customers. In our case,
it’s our residents. There are many
challenges; and as I told my Directors today, this health
emergency has provided a massive opportunity for us as
an organization to emerge as a more robust operation. We
have begun exploring the Citizens Request Management
Program, CRMS Program, to help us manage our
resources; and we will be looking in depth to come
up with a comprehensive IT and information sharing
program and platform of which at some point we will
obviously need Council’s approval. We are looking at,
instead of each individual department trying to focus on
their needs specifically, we are looking at a comprehensive
approach so that we have a platform that will be able to
be upgraded easily with good protection and firewalls.
We will be able to do a more comprehensive approach to
disseminating and collecting information so that we can
make sure our customers, whether they be the residents,
our business customers, they feel as if they are being dealt
with in an efficient and effective manner.
That being said, we will continue these meetings until
such time that everyone is comfortable with the in person
Council meetings.
Mayor Kurtz then submitted the following report.
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Councilperson
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Councilperson

Chris Walchanowicz
Councilperson

As I write this, Cuyahoga County is among 12 in Ohio at
Level 3 (red) on the four-tiered coronavirus alert system.
The staggering increase in new coronavirus cases has put
Cuyahoga and two other counties on the grim track of
possibly being upgraded to Level 4 (purple) which denotes
"severe exposure and spread" of the virus. If that were to
happen, it would likely trigger stay-at-home orders and
force businesses, schools, churches, and other operations
to shut down.
The City of Independence responded quickly, took a
proactive approach to limit public access, and established
new protocols to protect staff, residents, and the general
public when the pandemic hit in March. Our careful and
deliberate strategy allowed us to open recreational facilities
and deliver most services to residents uninterrupted.
What we are finding is that residents are more willing to
accept and implement new procedures and restrictions
when they know the decisions were made to protect them
and to do what is best interest of the community.
We continue to adapt to the evolving situation and explore
ways to improve services, and prepare for the next normal.
The health emergency has come with challenges but it is
has also created a massive opportunity for the City emerge
as a more efficient post-pandemic organization.
I have begun exploring CRM programs (Customer
Relationship Management) to help us manage resources
and improve services to meet our residents' and
businesses’ expectations. The initial investment in digital
technology will be significant because it will include
the time-consuming work and expense of transitioning
from multiple systems into the new CRM software.
The cost savings from eliminating
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

Vision Statement: “To be the premier community

inefficiencies, and improving operations and collaboration
will help offset the expense.
Structural and security upgrades that were delayed for years
are back on the drawing board. Some of the precautions
associated with COVID-19 are temporary workarounds,
but others like strict operating guidelines are more long
term.
As our business community continues to navigate through
uncharted territory, the City has been reaching out to offer
assistance and support. We will be producing COVID-19
signage and providing it to organizations on request.
Independence is a resilient community, and I am confident
that our residents and our businesses will continue to work
together to get through this together.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
To underscore how important finances are
to running the City, of the 20 ordinances
and resolutions on this evening’s Legislative
Agenda, 17 of them have a financial
component to them!
I won’t discuss all 17 here, but I would like to mention
just two of them – Ordinances 2020-65 and 2020-66.
The City currently has $17,375,000 in one-year
notes that mature during the fourth quarter of this
year. Historically, the city has kept millions of dollars
of debt in short-term, one year maturities. It can be
likened to a variable rate mortgage where the interest
rate can be re-set on it every 12 months.
Short-term interest rates have been quite low in the
recent past, so the City has saved money by doing this.
The risk to that strategy though is that if short-term
interest rates increase significantly and very quickly,
the interest rate paid can possibly increase well beyond
what could have been locked in on a long-term basis.
For example, let’s say that you could borrow on a 15year mortgage at a 3.50% interest rate right now. Or, a
lender might also offer you a 15-year variable interest
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rate mortgage that has an initial interest rate of only
2.00%, but that interest rate can and will re-set every
year.
If you take the variable rate mortgage and the interest
rate on it stays under 3.50% for most of the 15-year
term, you gambled and won. But if the interest rate on
that variable rate mortgage ever increases above 3.50%
at some point and stays above 3.50% for a period
of time, then you would be kicking yourself for not
locking in that 3.50% fixed-rate mortgage when you
had the chance to.
That’s the same position the City is in right now. Does
it continue to leave millions of dollars of debt in shortterm, one year maturities, where the interest rate re-sets
every 12 months? Or does it lock in a long-term fixed
rate that right now as of this writing, would likely be
less than 2.00%?
Ordinances 2020-65 and 2020-66 present both of
these options. The goal is to leave both ordinances on
First Reading this evening, discuss them in further
detail at an upcoming committee meeting, and pass
them at the August Council Meeting.
Nobody knows what municipal short-term and longterm interest rates are going to be in the future. The
municipal borrowing markets experienced some
significant upheaval a few months ago when the worldwide economy started shutting down. So interest rate
variability is an ever-present reality for finance officers
and treasurers.
If both ordinances are ultimately passed in August, that
will give the City maximum flexibility to make a “game
time” decision later this summer or in the fall based on
what both the short and long-term municipal interest
rate markets are at that those particular times.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, July
7th, and there were two items on the agenda.
Fortuna Funeral Home, Inc. requested a U-3 Special
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in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
Conditional Use Permit to allow the conversion of
an existing home into arrangement offices and casket
selection area. The home is located directly to the
north of the existing funeral home. A Public Hearing
has been set for Tuesday, August 4th at 5:00 p.m.
Jeanne Goldberg’s request for a proposed lot split
and consolidation at 5785 Brookside Road and 5780
Eastview Drive was tabled.
I support Ordinance 2020-67 which authorizes the
Mayor to enter into a relocation and job creation grant
agreement with Garland Industries, Inc. to relocate its
world headquarters to 4500 Rockside Road. Garland
was established in 1895. They will be bringing a
minimum payroll of $4,000,000 to a building that
they currently own and have spent a substantial
amount of money upgrading. Congratulations to our
City’s Economic Development Director, Jessica Hyser,
on a job well done in this matter.
I also support Ordinances 2020-79 and 2020-81
which splits the award of the City’s 2020 Sanitary
and Storm Sewer Maintenance and Repairs Contract
between C&K Industrial Services, Inc. and United
Survey, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $200,000
each.
Finally, with all the turmoil in race relations that our
country has experienced over the last few months with
the demonstrations, riots and renewed tension, I can’t
help but think about a man whose legacy is so great
that there is a holiday named to honor him, Martin
Luther King, Jr. In his memorable “I have a Dream
Speech” in 1963, Dr. King said, “I have a dream that
my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character.” Those words
ring true in my mind today, 57 years later.
KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I would like to express my sympathy to the families
of Helen Bredt, Audrei Dengate, Irene Gudel, Ann
Kotowski, Mary Mion, Pat Niemira, Al Scott, Richard
Todt, and Charles Voland. I am so sorry for the loss of
your loved ones.
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On Second Reading this evening we have Ordinance
2020-56. As I indicated last month, I will be
supporting this legislation to fund a program that
has served our middle and high school students for
the past decade. The coordinator of the program,
Ashley Tengler, is assuming another position with the
organization. She has done an outstanding job and
promises to keep involved, in a volunteer capacity. We
welcome our new Campus Life Coordinator, Jim Eller.
On June 24th, I attended the Utilities Committee,
chaired by Councilperson Trakas. He led a very
informative meeting, which included a representative
from Cuyahoga Recycles. The topic was the often
confusing, but certainly essential, issue of recycling.
The residents of Independence have always been good
stewards of the recycling process. As the world of
recycling is changing regularly, our goal is to continue
to keep our residents apprised of these changes and
invested in the process. Your ongoing involvement is
greatly appreciated.
As we continue to deal with the Covid Virus, so many
aspects of our lives are impacted. Activities such as
4th of July Fireworks and Home Days are absent
from our annual community celebrations. While
saddened to not have the chance to get together with
family and friends, our resolve remains strong to keep
focused upon the greater good for the welfare of our
community. For the health of your family and friends
please wear masks and maintain social distancing.
NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
Tonight on the agenda is Ordinance 2020-67, an
Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a
relocation and job creation grant agreement with
Garland industries, Inc. to relocate its operations
within the City. Garland Industries will guarantee the
City a $4,000,000 payroll for the next five years. In
return, the City will grant them a 50% tax reduction
for that same period. To me, it is a great incentive for
there is no upfront monies paid out by the City.
Also on the agenda is Ordinance
2020-69, an Ordinance
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authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Independence Local
Schools Board of Education for professional consulting
services from McKeon Education Group in connection
with the Early Intervention Prevention Program. In
these troubling times in which we are living in, any
preventive help and counseling for our young children
and young adults I believe is very helpful. As I have
said in the past, if we help one child through a difficult
time, it is money well spent.
I would also like to congratulate James Polak on his
retirement and thank him for his services throughout
the years.
SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
No report.
TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Mayor Kurtz, Finance Director Blaze, Vice Mayor
Grendel, Members of Council and Citizens of
Independence, the Utilities Committee met and
held a very informative discussion and investigation
about the community’s and Cuyahoga County’s
Recycling Program. Recycling is an important part of
our community’s solid waste plan as well as diversion
of products from landfills and ability to protect the
environment through conservation means.
The Committee was pleased to hear presentations
from Service Director Leon Karas and Diane Bickett,
who is the regional manager of Cuyahoga Recycles.
The purpose of the committee hearing was to gain
information about existing and future efforts to recycle
in Independence, to assess the current marketplace
of recycled products, and to also do what we can to
contain rising market costs due to the contraction of
the marketplace for recycled products.
One of the great recycling challenges is that there are
only four recycling centers in all Ohio. Independence
partners with 10 other communities and Cuyahoga
Recycles to send recycling to Kimble in Twinsburg.
New bids for these services will be revealed here in
July, and it is hoped that our products will not receive
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the dramatic per load price increases that other
communities, such as Brecksville. But, for the first
time since we started recycling in the 1990’s, our city
will have to pay to recycle, perhaps at $55.00 per ton,
for the first time, more expensive than standard trash
disposal, which is expected to carry a tipping fee of
$41.00 per ton.
I was incorrect in my June report about recycling in
Independence. Fully 85% of residents participate
in our recycling program, an exceptional rate, and
Director Karas has plans to educate those who do
not currently recycle as to the value of the program as
well as the cost savings associated with recycling vs.
landfilling materials.
There also appears to be more markets being created in
Ohio for corrugated, paper, and hard plastic products,
which will eventually lead to price reductions due to
increased market share.
An important issue for residents is to assure that
recycled products are clean and free of debris when
recycled. Please make sure that if you recycle cans and
bottles, that they are thoroughly rinsed out of debris,
and dry when you recycle them. Sorting costs and
contamination are huge cost drivers, so the cleaner the
recycled product, ultimately the more usable and less
expensive the cost to recycle. One dirty can may ruin
an entire batch of recycled paper and cardboard.
More can be learned at www.cuyahogarecycles.org and
our city will also be providing additional resources for
residents interested in the topic.
The Committee will seek to meet again in August to
discuss progress on sewer, stormwater drainage, and
other utility priorities.
Tonight, I am sponsoring Ordinance 2020-19 which
proposes to commit our community to increasing
our tree canopy by double in ten years as part of the
worldwide Trillion Tree Initiative. I look forward to
committee hearings on this legislation, but I see this
as significant for our community to help us to better
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manage stormwater drainage, mitigate flooding,
capture carbon before it goes into our atmosphere,
increase public health, and increase the beauty and
grandeur of Independence. I envision the streets of
Independence as modern day Unter Den Linden, the
grand boulevard in Berlin, Germany known for its
linden trees and inspiring architecture. More on this in
subsequent reports, but I foresee strong citizen interest
and participation as well as education to plant and
nurture more trees on private and public lands and all
the benefits that go with it.
VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee met on June 30.
The major focus of the meeting was to update
committee members on the status of work and the
plans for the rest of the road construction season.
Leon Karas (Service Director) provided information on
streets that will be receiving crack seal as well as areas
in the city that will be targeted for sidewalk repairs or
replacements.
Don Ramm (City Engineer) provided a powerpoint
presentation that reported on the percentage of
projects completed throughout the city. Discussion
continued on resurfacing of Meadowbrook Blvd. It
was determined that Dania will have all curbs replaced
rather than spot replacement. This decision was
consistent with the Lafayette project.
During my travels: Bramley sidewalks are in place
and landscaping is following closely behind. Upper
Brookside has aprons in place on the south side of the
road and sidewalks moving quickly toward completion
on the north side. Lafayette looks great with the
landscaping in place. Rockside Woods North is also
hurrying toward completion.
At this point I would be remiss if I didn’t point out
that all residents have the ability to virtually attend
the Streets and Sidewalk Committee meetings from
the comfort of their own homes. These Committee
meetings as well as all City meetings are easily
13

accessible through the website. The City provides these
opportunities during the current coronavirus craziness.
I will not be supporting Ordinance 2020-56. Although
Youth for Christ uses the city funds for non- religious
activities, my concerns deal especially with the fact that
the name of the group implies a religious endorsement.
I will be supporting the agreement with the McAfee
group that provides a wide spectrum of trained help for
students of the Independence Local Schools.
Finally, I would encourage residents with yards along
the work areas to consider making adoption plans
for the newly planted grass in front of your home. It
is especially difficult for the new grass to take hold
without your attentive watering. Thanks for your
efforts.
WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
Hello fellow residents! What a busy month of June
we had. I was very excited to see our amazing outdoor
pool open for the season. I would like to send a special
thanks to Recreation Director Tom Walchanowicz and
his staff on an amazing job getting the pool ready in
such a short time.
During this Covid-19 period driving through the park
and seeing it empty left a sour feeling in my stomach;
but now with the Rec Department opening up
allowing the kids to play ball has been fantastic. Being
able to get out and coach my girl’s U-12 fast pitch
team has made summer so much better. Hearing the
ball hit the bat and kids yelling gave me a little bit of
normalcy. By the way, my girls are currently 8-2-1 and
in first place in our division. Great job Lady Devils!
I would also like to inform everyone that all the
visiting teams have followed our City protocols with
social distancing during the games, and our parents
have done a great job with themselves and helping with
their children.
Recreation Director Walchanowicz had a new water
fountain installed in the middle of the lake. Please take
a ride in the evening through the
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park as the new fountain is now lighted.
We have had several committee meetings in the past
month. With regard to Streets & Sidewalks, a quick
note that the Lafayette Road subdivision is almost
finished and looks great. It’s so much nicer to drive
through there now. Upper and Lower Brookside are
coming along nicely also.
I held a Public Lands & Buildings meeting on July 1st.
We discussed the expansion of Maple Shade Cemetery,
and the potential of a granite columbarium in the
future. We also talked about securing the cemetery
with fencing and gates.
The City should have an update in the next couple
of weeks from GPD Group’s Assessment Study on all
City owned buildings, along with some major security
upgrades for City Hall.
I would like to welcome our new City Economic
Development Director Jessica Hyser. I have known
Jessica pretty much my whole life, and I feel she is
going to do an amazing job. Good Luck Jess!
I would like to thank Mr. James Polak, our Deputy
Chief of Police for his 32 years of service to the City of
Independence Good luck in your future endeavors and
may you have a wonderful retirement.
Although we didn’t have our annual Fourth of July
fireworks, I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday. Please
stay safe in all this heat we have had this summer
already. May we all enjoy the rest of summer.
Until next month, be safe and please stay healthy!

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – MICHAEL GERO
The Building Department is staying busy
with both residential and commercial
projects. However, we are continuing
to take precautions to keep both our
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employees and our customers safe and healthy. Please
wear a mask should you need to come into the
building. Feel free to use email or call should you need
to contact us.
Over the last month, the Building Department sent
out 7 sets of construction drawings for plan review.
Twenty commercial permits were issued and 34
commercial construction inspections were performed.
Plans were approved for a tenant build out 4511
Rockside Road and tenant alterations at 6200 Oak
Tree Blvd. Occupancy permits were issued for tenant
build outs at 4807 Rockside Road, 6393 Oak Tree
Blvd., 3 Summit Park Drive, 5005 Rockside Road, and
4 Summit Park Drive.
The Department also issued 63 residential permits and
performed 109 residential construction inspections.
Plans were reviewed and approved for two new single
family dwellings on Linden Lane, one on Bexley
court, and one on Brettin Drive. Occupancy permits
were issued for two single family dwellings on Linden
Lane. Thirteen new dwellings are currently under
construction in the City with two in the plan review
process.
CITY ENGINEER – DON RAMM
➢ A total of thirty-four (34) permits were

issued:
o Six (6) Miscellaneous Residential
		 Permits to remove/replace driveways/
						 pads and service walks
o One (1) Miscellaneous Commercial Permit to
		 resurface an asphalt parking lot
o Four (4) Plumbing Permits to repair/install storm
		 sewers/or downspouts
o Fourteen (14) Right-of-Way Residential Permits
			 • Two (2) for Dominion to abandon a gas
				 main (Hemlock & Brecksville Roads)
				 • One (1) for Dominion to install a new gas
				 main in Chestnut Woods Phase 6
				 • Eleven (11) to drop bury fiber optic cable
				 (WOW) in residential areas
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o
		
o
		

Three (3) Right-of-Way Commercial Permits to
install fiber optic cable
Three (3) Grade Permits & three (3) Landscape
Permits were issued for new homes

		 authorizes an engineering & landscaping design
		 contract with the GPD Group in the amount of
		$779,855.43.
➢ We have coordinated with our street striping

➢ Three (3) house topographic site plans were

reviewed and approved:
o Sublots 112 & 116 Linden Lane
o Sublot 14 Bexley Court

contractor, Dura Mark, Inc. who has been in town
these past few weeks to perform work in connection
with our 2020-2021 Street Striping Contract.
➢ Lastly, we have coordinated with the Service

➢ We received and opened bids on Friday, June 12th

for the 2020 Concrete Road Maintenance and
Repairs Contract.
o Ordinance 2020-74 on tonight’s agenda would
		 authorize a contract with the lowest and
		 best bidder, Catts Construction, in the amount of
		$379,868.50.
➢ We received and opened bids on Tuesday, June 30th

for the 2020 Sanitary & Storm Sewer
Maintenance and Repairs Contract.
o Ordinances 2020-79 & 81 on tonight’s agenda
		 would authorize two (2) separate contracts with
		 the two bidders (C&K Industrial Services, 		
		Inc. and United Survey, Inc.) each in the amount
		of $200,000.
➢ We continue to oversee the construction activity of

four (4) major infrastructure projects in town.
o Ordinance 2020-77 on tonight’s agenda 		
		 would authorize Change Order No. 1 with
		 DiGioia-Suburban Excavating in the amount of
		 $100,000 for concrete curb & gutter replacement
		 on Dania Drive, in connection with the 		
		Brookside & Bramley Road Improvements
		Project.
➢ We have coordinated with the GPD Group on the

scope of work for the Rockside & I-77
Interchange - Northbound Ramp Improvements
Project, culminating from a $2 million dollar
Highway Safety Program (HSP) Grant we
are receiving from the Ohio Department of
Transportation.
o Ordinance 2020-80 on tonight’s agenda
15

Department and with or Maintenance Contractors
to make road pavement and right-of-way repairs
necessitated by a handful of water main breaks that
we have recently-experienced around town.
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
– MARILYN SENICK
We began serving 55+ Drive Thru
lunches on Tuesdays starting today. These
meals are the same style as our Friday
lunches and will be served weekly through
August. Sign up online or call the Community Services
Department to make your reservation.
Our Summer Concerts are getting a nice turnout.
Come up to the square on Thursday evenings for
some live music, food, and fresh air. We are hosting
a different food truck every week in addition to the
concert, so bring your appetite along with your chair!
The community children are enjoying our Pop Up art
programs at Elmwood Recreation. They have painted
rocks, created spin art, and enjoyed ice cream from the
concession stand.
Our modified Summer Camp began on Monday, July
6th. Our counselors report that the kids are having
a great time and the modifications are not affecting
their fun. We are diligently adhering to ever-changing
guidelines from the state and county. Our staff received
safety training by a representative from the Cuyahoga
County Board of Health.
Look in your August Spotlight for information on
our next community program
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"Chalk the Walk". This is a sidewalk chalk contest for
residents of all ages to showcase their artistic talent.
Even if you do not draw, you can participate by
voting for your favorites on Facebook.
We are still "Growing Together" with our Sunflower
growing contest. You can enter the contest until
August 14th. Prizes will be awarded for tallest
sunflower and largest sunflower.
The Red Cross will be at the Civic Center on
Monday, August 1st and Monday, August 31st from
1 -7 pm. They are offering antibody testing when you
donate. Appointments are strongly suggested. You can
visit redcrossblood.org to make your appointment
and see what the Red Cross is doing to increase their
safety measures during this pandemic.
FIRE CHIEF – STEVE REGA
The Fire Department recently received a
State of Ohio EMS grant in the amount
of $2,747. This grant is available annually
and the amount awarded can vary. The
funds can be used for various EMS
equipment and training.
With the extreme heat that we have been
experiencing, I would like to remind everyone of the
potential risks. On average, Extreme Heat claims
more lives each year than floods, lightning, tornadoes,
and hurricanes combined. It can lead to mild to severe
medical issues that can be life threating. It is best to
limit your activities outside during the heat of the
day and stay hydrated. Additionally, make sure your
home’s cooling system is serviced annually so that it
is working properly during these extreme temperature
days. For more information on Extreme Heat
emergencies go to.
Finally, I would like to congratulate Deputy Police
Chief Jim Polak on his recent retirement from the
Police department. It was an honor working with Jim
and I wish him all the best in his retirement.
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POLICE CHIEF – MICHAEL KILBANE
I would respectfully request Council’s
support of Resolution 2020-18,
authorizing Deputy Chief James Polak
to retain his badge and firearm upon his
retirement from the Independence Police
Department. Jim has faithfully served the citizens
of Independence since 1988 and his contributions
have made our city a safer place. Jim’s leadership,
experience and outstanding ability to train and
mentor officers will be greatly missed. After a long
and illustrious career of great achievements and
accomplishments, Jim Polak is ready to enjoy a very
well-earned retirement. We wish Jim, his wife Lisa
and the entire Polak family the very best.
Applications for deer hunting permits will be available
early in August. Please see the city website or contact
the Police Department for details and requirements
for bow hunting in Independence.
RECREATION DIRECTOR
– TOM WALCHANOWICZ
Liberty Playground has reopened to the
public including our newly renovated
Ages 2-5 Play Area. We would like to
extend a thank you to everyone who
helped with this project; especially Roger Carpenter
for offering his concrete expertise, to Joe DiGeronimo
and Independence Excavating for their generous
donation of aggregate base, and to all of our
Recreation, Service, Engineering, and Tech Services
Dept. employees that helped to bring this project
to fruition. The Ages 2-5 Play Area was redesigned
with residential input in mind and includes several
accessible play features. Other improvements include:
upgraded drainage, stamped concrete sidewalks,
landscape planters, upgraded irrigation system, and
other infrastructure improvements for future lighting
and security. Check out this newly upgraded area of
Elmwood Park next time you visit!
We’d like to thank the public for adhering to our
updated facility rules & guidelines throughout our
facilities, from the Outdoor Pool to the ball diamonds
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to the Civic Center. We acknowledge that social
distancing, masks, and our adjusted guest policy are a
‘new normal’ that can be difficult to adjust to, but by
continuing to follow these policies we can continue
to provide safe facilities and programming for our
residents to enjoy. Your patience is greatly appreciated!
Lastly, we will be hosting an “Indy Drive-In Movie
Night” Friday, July 24th at the Fieldhouse Parking
Lot. Parking begins at 8:15pm with our feature movie
“Finding Nemo” beginning at 9:15pm. This is a free
program for residents. Registration is available online
via our Activity Registration page. Popcorn and other
food & drinks will be available for purchase. We hope
everyone can enjoy a safe night out at the movies, at
the “Indy Drive-In”! Thank you!
SERVICE DIRCTOR – LEON KARAS
Over the past month the service
department has been performing routine
maintenance throughout the city. Crews
have been busy performing landscape
maintenance, mowing lawns; asphalt patching,
rubbish, catch basin cleaning, recycling and yard
waste collection.
I would like to thank Service Department employees
John Calabro, Al Quarrick, Paul Porch, Ryan
Goralczyk , Justin Prugar, Curtis McCollum, Tim
Krueger and Tristain Otis for all the help they
provided to re-landscape the Selig Road center islands.
This past month waste and recycling crews picked up:
343 tons of rubbish, 64.4 tons of recycling
Also there was 39.02 tons of material collected with
the street sweeper.
Over the next few weeks a crew will be out crack
sealing on several City streets.
Cherry
Valley Belt
Hemoga
Valley View
Greenwood
Hemlock
Cheryl Ann
Midland
Oakwood
Highland
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Buskirk
Tanglewood
Evergreen

Parkland
Rockside Woods North
Stone

I would like to remind everyone that coming up on
the first three Fridays in September will be the annual
tires round up so please call the Service Department
to schedule collection.
TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
– DAVE SNYDERBURN
Tech has been busy with maintenance on
the City’s emergency sirens. We have a
total of seven sirens strategically placed in
various locations throughout the city. The
sirens are exercised the first Saturday of every month
at 12:00 noon.
The Tech Service Department removed two 15
horsepower water pumps for the outdoor activity
pool. The pumps were rebuilt and we reinstalled with
very little interruption to the enjoyment of the many
children that visit the pool daily.
With the Fieldhouse open for Summer Camp, Tech
has been working with the staff on a daily basis to
address issues related to the CDC guidelines. We
constructed classroom type partitions that help
maintain social distancing along with installing
equipment for outdoor activities that cater to the
younger children. Have A Fantastic Summer!

LEGISLATION
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-56 An Ordinance
authorizing the City to enter into an agreement
with Youth for Christ to coordinate and direct
the Campus Life Program for the 2020–2021
School Year (Rev. 1). (In an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00). Enacted 6 yes/1 no (V).
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-65 An Ordinance to
provide for the issuance of notes of the City of
Independence, Ohio in the
principal amount not to
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exceed $17,375,000 in anticipation of the issuance
of bonds for various purposes and declaring an
emergency (Rev. 1). Placed on Second Reading
without objection.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-66 An Ordinance
to provide for the issuance and sale of general
obligation bonds of the City of Independence,
Ohio in the principal amount not to exceed
$17,375,000 to retire at maturity certain notes
issued in anticipation of bonds for various purposes
and declaring an emergency (Rev. 1). Placed on
Second Reading without objection.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-67 An Ordinance
authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Relocation
and Job Creation Grant Agreement with Garland
Industries, Inc. to relocate its operations within the
City. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-68 An Ordinance
authorizing the renewal of the contract with
Cargill, Inc., Deicing Technology Business Unit for
the purchase and delivery of rock salt for the 2020–
2021 snow season pursuant to the Joint Municipal
Improvement Consortium. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-69 An Ordinance
authorizing the Mayor to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Independence Local Schools Board of Education
for professional consulting services from
McKeon Education Group in connection with
the Early Intervention/Prevention Program. (In
a total amount for the City's share not to exceed
$32,500.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-70 An Ordinance
amending Ordinance No. 1988-8, as subsequently
amended, a comprehensive ordinance establishing
benefits for all regular, full-time non-bargaining
municipal employees. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-71 An Ordinance
authorizing the expenditure of funds for a proper
public purpose. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-72 An Ordinance creating
the Coronavirus Relief Fund. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-73 An Ordinance
authorizing the retention of ACM Construction
Management, LLC to provide general construction
engineering and inspection services to the
Engineering Department. (On an as-needed
and as-directed basis, in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-74 An Ordinance
accepting the Base Bid and Alternate A Bid
of Catts Construction Company, Inc. for the
City’s 2020 Concrete Road Maintenance and
Repairs Contract. (In a total amount not to exceed
$379,868.50). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-75 An Ordinance
accepting the proposal of CBIZ Insurance Services,
Inc. for professional insurance broker services for
the purchase of property, inland marine, crime
and automobile insurance for the City. (For an
additional one-year period beginning August 20,
2020 and ending August 20, 2021, in an amount
not to exceed $10,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-76 An Ordinance
accepting the bid of Rumpke of Northern
Ohio, Inc. for the disposal of rubbish and
street sweepings. (In an amount not to exceed
$250,000.00). Removed for further review.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-77 An Ordinance
authorizing Change Order No. 1 to the agreement
with Digioia-Suburban Excavating, LLC for the
Brookside Road/Bramley and N. Bramley Road
Improvements Project*. (In an amount not to exceed
$100,000.00, and for a total contract amount not to
exceed $5,513,935.35). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-78 An Ordinance
authorizing Change Order No. 1 to the agreement
with Donald G. Bohning & Associates, Inc. for
construction management services in connection
with the Upper Brookside Road Sidewalk
Improvements Project. (In an amount not to exceed
$15,000.00, and for a total contract amount not to
exceed $64,750.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-79 An Ordinance
accepting the bid of C&K Industrial Services,
Inc. for the City’s 2020 Sanitary and Storm Sewer
Maintenance and Repairs Contract. (In an amount
not to exceed $200,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-80 An Ordinance
accepting the proposal of GPD Group for
Engineering Design services in connection with the
Rockside Road and I-77 southeast ramp widening
improvements. (In an amount not to exceed
$779,855.43). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

PLANNING COMMISSION
- July 7, 2020

7064 Brecksville Road, Fortuna Funeral Home,
Inc. – Requesting a U-3 Special Conditional Use
Permit to allow the conversion of the existing
dwelling into arrangement offices and casket selection
area. Scheduled for Public Hearing on August 4,
2020 at 5:00 pm.
5785 Brookside Road, 5780 Eastview Drive,
Jeanne Goldberg – Proposed lot split and
consolidation. Tabled.

BOARD OF ZONING
– July 16, 2020

7007 East Pleasant Valley Road, Redwood Living Requesting a variance of 15’ to permit a ground sign
to be 85’ from a residential lot line (85’ requested,
100’ permitted). Approved.

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-81 An Ordinance
accepting the bid of United Survey, Inc. for the
City’s 2020 Sanitary and Storm Sewer Maintenance
and Repairs Contract. (In an amount not to exceed
$200,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

7568 Scenicview Drive, Joseph & Elizabeth
Paterniti – Requesting a variance of 48 sq. ft. to
permit an accessory building to be 192 sq. ft. in
size (144 sq. ft. permitted, 192 sq. ft. requested).
Approved.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-18 A Resolution
authorizing James Polak to retain possession of
his firearm and Badge of Office upon retirement.
Adopted 7 yes/0 no.

6803 East Sprague Road, Matt Brzoska –
Requesting a variance to permit a second accessory
building on the property (not permitted); a variance
of 2’ to permit a height in excess of 15’ (17’
requested, 15’ permitted); and a variance to permit a
four car garage to be 40’ x 28’ (48’ x 24’ permitted).
Tabled.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-19 A Resolution
committing the City to double its tree canopy
between the years 2020 and 2030 for the purposes
of improving air and water quality, absorption
of carbon dioxide, reducing stormwater runoff,
and improving the aesthetics of the community.
Removed for further review.

7058 Hawthorn Trace, Dale Kainski – Requesting a
Hearing Pursuant to Codified Ordinance § 1365.17.
Hearing held, decision rendered to affirm the
Notice of Violation.

Minutes of the Council Meeting(s) are unapproved at the time of this
publication and have been condensed. These minutes will be available in
their entirety at the Clerk of Council’s Office after they have been approved,
and can also be found on our City’s website.
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SAVE THE DATE AUGUST 2020
* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED. *
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Planning
Commission Public
Hearing at 5:00 pm
with regular
Meeting to follow

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

9

10
Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

16

Mayor’s
Listening Night
5 - 6 pm

17

11

Caucus 5:30 pm

Architectural Board of
Review 3 pm

Regular Council
Meeting 7 pm
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Architectural Board of
Review 3 pm
Board of Zoning
Appeals following
Caucus 5:30 pm

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

31

1

2

3

4

5

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

30

Farmer’s Market
9 am – 1 pm

Utilities Committee
Meeting 4:30 pm

First Day of School

Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216.328.1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org
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