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INAUGURAL 2020 CELEBRATION:
The Inaugural 2020
Celebration held last
Saturday, January 18th at
the Embassy Suites Hotel
on Rockside Woods
Boulevard was the perfect
event to honor our elected
officials and get them
motivated for a successful
term in office!
Nearly 500 people
attended this grand event
coordinated by
Chairwoman Lyn Kurtz,
along with a number of family, friends and City employees. I was humbled by the show of
support and the excitement in the air for a productive four years ahead!
I would like to thank each and every one who attended and helped us celebrate this special start
to 2020…a new decade and new leadership.
(More pictures of the 2020 Celebration will soon be posted on the City’s website.)
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JOINT SCHOOL BOARD/COUNCIL MEETING:
A Joint Meeting of City Council, the School Board, School Administration and myself was held
this past Tuesday, January 21st at 4:00 pm in the Library of the Independence High School. This
meeting further emphasized the importance of open and
constructive dialogue.
We will continue to meet and discuss ways to work together for
the benefit of our community.
EMBASSY SUITES GRAND UNVEILING:
I had the pleasure of being invited to say a few words at the
Atrium Grand Unveiling at the Embassy Suites Hotel last evening
with my wife, Lyn and my daughter, Victoria. Also in attendance
were Vice Mayor Grendel and his wife, Carrie
and Councilman Veverka and his wife,
Beverly, amongst many other invited guests.
Last night’s event was coordinated to showcase
the extensive renovations the Embassy recently
completed giving the atrium a
fresh new beautiful look, along
with the official launch of their
new restaurant concept, Urban
Craft.
It was exciting to see the
reinvestment (over $3 Million)
that Embassy’s corporate
management felt to be money
well spent due to the success
that the Embassy Suites at 5800
Rockside Woods Boulevard has
experienced since they first
came to Independence 20 years
ago. I would once again like to
congratulate the Embassy Suites
on the phenomenal outcome of their renovation and thank them for being such an outstanding
corporate partner in the City of Independence!
.
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ROAD AND RIGHT-OF-WAY SURVEYING ACTIVITY:
A Resident Notice was dispersed informing affected residents that the City of Independence is
initiating preliminary survey and design work for the Hillside Road Sidewalk and Drainage
Improvements Project. The project will result in new sidewalk and storm sewers along the north
side of Hillside Road from Hemoga Street to Twin Creeks Court.
The City has contracted with the firm Crawford, Murphy and Tilly (CMT) to complete
preliminary engineering for this project. In order to perform the necessary work, crews from
CMT will need to enter onto designated homeowners’ property in this area over the next 30 days
to collect data.
Any questions or comments may be directed to Crawford, Murphy and Tilly by contacting Jake
Barbour at 440.462.4021 or email at jbarbour@cmtengr.com. The City Engineering Department
is also available to answer any questions by calling 216.524.1374.
.
PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD CLOSURE:
The County Department of Public Works notified the City that the bridge
deck of the Pleasant Valley Road Bridge over Canal Road/Towpath is in
immediate need of repair.
Effective immediately, the westbound lane of the Pleasant Valley Road Bridge spanning
Independence and Valley View will be intermittently closed. Two-way traffic will be
maintained in a single lane by portable traffic signals. Vehicles traveling in the area should
expect delays and may want to consider alternate routes.
The closure will remain in effect until County crews can finalize repairs. Repairs are anticipated
to be completed by the end of March 2020, weather permitting. Signs notifying travelers will be
installed on Pleasant Valley Road at the intersections of Brecksville Road and Hub Parkway.
CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS IS HIRING POLL WORKERS FOR
THE MARCH 17, 2020 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION:
The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections is seeking civic-minded individuals to assist voters on
Election Day. Poll Workers (Precinct Election Officials) earn up to $200 and have the
satisfaction of being part of the democratic process.
Individuals may apply on the Board’s website:
www.443vote.us, or call the Poll Worker Hotline
at 216.443.3277.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS:

•
•
•
•
•

Allison Rose Foundation is hosting its 2nd
annual fundraiser:
Yellow Brick Road Celebration
Saturday evening, January 25, 2020 from
7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.
Embassy Suites by Hilton Cleveland
Rockside in Independence, Ohio.
An evening filled with heavy hors d' oeuvres,
beer and wine, raffles and auctions. Attire:
CASUAL
This year we hope to reach out even more to give guests the “courage” and “heart” to
educate and advocate for food allergy awareness. A portion of the funds raised this year
will directly benefit families at the new Cleveland Clinic Food Allergy Center of
Excellence (FACE). Additional dollars will allow us to expand our educational
curriculum and scholarships, create additional awareness campaigns, contribute to
research and advocate for change to save lives.
We can't wait to see you there!

•

St. Michael Catholic School is hosting an Open House at both campuses on Sunday,
January 26th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. (St. Michael Campus, 6906 Chestnut Road,
Independence (Grades 2 through 8); St. Basil Campus, 8700 Brecksville Road, in
Brecksville (Preschool – Grade 1).
A Preschool Information Night will be held at the St. Basil Campus on Thursday,
February 6th from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.

•

A Public Lands & Building Committee Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday,
January 30th at 4:30 pm in the Council Caucus Room at City Hall.

•

The Cuyahoga Valley Chamber has set the date for their 4th Annual Taste of the Valley
for Thursday, February 27th from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the Holiday Inn, Rockside.
Ticket prices are as follows:
o Adults $25 in advance,
$30 at the door
o Children (under 13) $10
o Seniors (60+) $15
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Come sample some of the delicious food our local restaurants and caterers have to offer.
Not only will this be a fun event for you and the family, it is a great opportunity for
advertising and networking. This event is open to the public and all proceeds go to
benefit the Chamber’s Annual Scholarship Fund.
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Following are some highlights of recent activity, updates, events and/or statistics from various
departments:
The Building Department Reported•

•

•

•
•
•

Commercial Development
o 3 sets of plans sent to Plans Examiner.
o 7 Commercial Permits were issued.
o 4 Commercial Inspections were performed.
Plans Approved
o Plans for a 3,162 sq. ft. tenant build out were approved for 2 Summit Park Drive
#510, Gnoesis.
Residential Development
o 4 Residential Permits were issued.
o 5 Residential Inspections were performed.
Contractor Registrations
o 10 Contractors have been registered for 2020 / 251 registrations year-to-date.
The Building Official attended BOCONEO continuing education class “Fundamentals of
Make-up Air: Overview & Innovations.”
Met with CSA representatives to discuss expansion of business in a newly acquired
building.

The Engineering Department Reported•

•
•
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(Week ending January 17)

(Week ending January 17)

Engineering has been working with the Service Department to televise the storm sewer
system on Upper Brookside Road.
o The work is necessary to check the condition of the storm sewer main and to
locate any connection into said storm sewer main.
o The work is expected to be complete in the upcoming week, weather permitting.
A Water Main Break was discovered at 8971 Brookside Road and was reported to the
Cleveland Water Department.
The Cleveland Water Department has been investigating the best plan to follow to make a
repair at the intersection of Brecksville Road and Kleber Court without compromising
water service to a large region.
o The Service Department performed some remedial work to improve the
evacuation of water from the surface of the pavement at the intersection to
improve the current conditions until such time the Water Department can make
the necessary permanent repair.
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•
•
•

•

•

Redwood Homes (ADP Building on E. Pleasant Valley Road) plans for making the
parking lot ADA compliant were reviewed and approved as submitted.
Engineering hosted a resident meeting for the Upper Brookside Road Improvements
project on Monday, January 13th.
A progress meeting was conducted revealing the progress that was made in regards to
storm sewer installation and drainage structures on the Brookside/Bramley Improvements
Project.
Engineering met with engineers from Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly (CMT) to kick-off the
survey and design work for the Hillside Road Sidewalk and Drainage Improvements
Project.
A Resident Kick-Off Meeting for the Upper Brookside Road Improvements Project was
conducted.
o A Notice of Road Closure was sent out via email to City departments and a hard
copy notice was mailed to residents in connection with the start of the project
which was scheduled to begin this past Monday.
o Additional preparatory actions completed this week for the project included:
 A review of shop drawing submittals.
 A field meeting was conducted to view the existing site conditions and to
assess traffic issues and necessary tree removals.
 A review of the contractor’s traffic plan and coordination for the road
closure condition.

The Police Department Reported-

(Week ending January 17)

Misdemeanor
Arrests

Felony
Arrests

Traffic
Citations

OVI
Arrests

Accident
Reports

Calls for
Service

12

3

39

3

8

356

The Fire Department Reported:
•
•

•

(Week ending January 17)
Week
32
11

YTD
66
23

EMS Incidents
Fire Incidents
Mutual Aid:
o Engine Responses
0
0
o Squad Responses
1
2
The Fire Department is currently processing 3 candidates for part-time employment.

The Recreation Department Reported-

(Week ending January 17)

Highlights:
•
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A new ICAN! Adapted Aerobics Program was started on Saturday, January 11th which
marked the first of five weekly sessions running through February 8th. Instructor Jayme

Administrative Update
January 24, 2020

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

holds an hour of aerobics exercises that are adapted to meet the needs of each individual.
The first session drew 11 participants.
Dmitri Dmitruk and three of the City’s Youth Basketball coaches went to the Cleveland
Clinic Courts for a coaches’ clinic put on by the Cavs Youth Sports.
Recreation is looking into obtaining new updated signs for the City Campus.
Dmitri Dmitruk and Eric Sarley discussed future website developments for the City’s
Youth Sports Leagues, potentially housing schedules, standings and venue information
that coaches would easily be able to update.
Eric Sarley reviewed ODNR NatureWorks Grand in regards to the Liberty Playground
Phase II developments and sent the update to ODNR.
Looking to fix an issue with the treadmills upstairs on the Community Services side of
the building. Problems appear to stem from some machines not being on a dedicated
outlet. Technical Services is working to pull additional circuits to solve the problem.
Recreation received a new Precor AB weight machine which was installed on January
15th.
The Kubota RTV was sent out to Akron Tractor for repairs to the front end alignment.
Staff members began preparation site work for Phase II of Liberty Playground.
Repairs were made to the Fieldhouse parking lot by our Service Department.
Fieldhouse Rentals:
o Cleveland Volleyball Co.; 1-11-2020, using all 4 courts. Rental income, $1280.
o Tucker Neale CCL Basketball; 1-12-2020 using 3 courts for a rental income of
$920.
All holiday decorations have been stored and organized.

Upcoming Events:
•

The Peck Food Show is scheduled for January 26th and April Lemke (Recreation) and Jill
Zurawski (Community Services) plan to attend.

Have a great weekend!
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