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Coronavirus Hospitalizations in Ohio Hit a New High
This week there are more than 1,222 patients hospitalized in
Ohio due to the coronavirus. In late April, Ohio topped out at
1,103 hospitalized patients.
At least 2,335 patients of Ohio nursing homes and long-term
care facilities have died with coronavirus. That accounts for more than two-thirds of
all virus-related deaths in the state.
The current trends are disconcerting for everyone who has been social distancing,
wearing a mask and practicing proper hygiene since the pandemic began in March.
As Mayor, I am responsible for protecting our community's health, safety, and
welfare. My team is aggressively working to educate and inform the public and
enforce the CDC and Cuyahoga County Board of Health mandates to protect staff,
residents, and visitors.
The City maintains rigorous cleaning, disinfecting, and safety protocols that are fully
compliant with the evolving state and federal recommendations. All employees are
instructed to follow mandatory safety and hygiene protocols to protect themselves
and others.
If an employee tests positive, we immediately contact the County Board of Health,
our medical director at the Cleveland Clinic, and co-workers. We have layers of
prevention and response procedures to make the system more robust, but it is not
fool-proof. I can assure everyone that the City is doing everything possible to the
best of our ability to stop the coronavirus spread.

The COVID-19 crisis has been a wakeup call for all of us. It has frustrated us,
reminded us of our shared fragility, and demonstrated how everyone is connected.
The Governor said this week that local health departments are seeing more COVID19 outbreaks linked to "casual gatherings." None of us should let our guard down,
especially when it comes to informal gatherings like backyard parties, neighborhood
get-togethers, and children's sleepovers.
Worrying over the unknown factors of this virus is not productive. Instead, we
should take action and practice known methods for stopping the spread: social
distance when in public, wear a mask, and wash your hands. Let's build a better
future together.

Focused on the Future: St. Michael’s Campus and Downtown
St. Michael Church is evaluating ways to repurpose its assets on the Second Street
campus. The City is working with Church leaders to ensure that any future projects
maintain the neighborhood's character, include input from residents, and are in the
best interest of the City.
On Tuesday, July 28, I met with homeowners whose property is adjacent to the site.
Their primary concerns were safety, traffic patterns, and aesthetics.

They also wanted to know what ideas the Church was considering. I explained that
the Church was in the initial exploratory phase and did not have a master plan to
unveil at this meeting.
Residents also shared their concerns about the Church gates not being locked at
night, teens playing on the property after dark, and vehicles parking on the tree
lawn.
COVID-19 detoured and delayed many projects, but I am staying focused on the
future. The development of Downtown remains a high priority. The global vision
that I shared with residents last fall is intact. We must capitalize on our prime
location, maximize under-used property and resources, create a thriving Downtown,
and enhance the City's character and tradition. The time is now, and we can do this
together.

Open For Business Toolkit
The coronavirus has created new operational challenges for businesses because of
health and safety restrictions. Recovery will take time.
The City has created an Open For Business Toolkit to support Independence
businesses as they reopen and work to protect the health and safety of employees
and customers. The Toolkit includes a sign and infographics to show customers
that businesses are following safety precautions. Businesses can download the signs
from our website.

Elmwood Park Fountain
A new, three-tiered, aerating fountain was installed at Elmwood Park,
thanks to a generous $5,000 donation from the Kiwanis Club of
Independence. The City worked with the Kiwanis on the purchase and
installation. The beautiful fountain has LED lights and various color
lenses and patterns that can be programmed to add sparkle.
In addition to being fun, the fountain improves the lake’s water quality, enhances
the fish habitat, decreases mosquitos, helps to control algae growth, and removes
odors. Sitting by the lake and listening to the fountain is an easy way for any
resident to add a little tranquility to their day.

L-R: Recreation Director Tom Walchanowicz, Pat Gorbett, President Kiwanis Club ; Mayor Greg Kurtz; Gil Freilino Kiwanis
Board Member, Donna Agan, Kiwanis Member, William Gutermuth, President, Board of Directors, Kiwanis International

Mystery Seed Packets
The Ohio Department of Agriculture asks Ohioans not to plant any seeds they
receive in unsolicited packages in the mail. The USDA was first to report that people
across the country have received seed shipments they did not order, which appear to
have originated in China. Some packages were marked as containing jewelry but
contained seeds.
The ODA is warning people not to plant these seeds because they could introduce
unknown diseases to local plants, harm animals, and threaten our environment.
Federal and state officials are investigating the matter.

Anyone in Ohio who receives seed packets should keep the
entire package and contact the ODA online or the United
States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) Anti-smuggling Hotline at 800877-3835 or by emailing SITC.Mail@aphis.usda.gov.

Act of Kindness & Support
Heidelberg Distribution Company wanted to show their gratitude and support for
the Independence safety forces during this challenging time. The family-owned and
operated business has a warehouse and offices on East Pleasant Valley Road. On
Tuesday, Pat O’Sullivan, Chief Sales Officer, delivered boxes of Colossal Cupcakes to
Police Chief Michael Kilbane and Fire Chief Steve Rega.

One of the reasons O’Sullivan turned to
Colossal Cupcakes was that he took his
grandchildren to the downtown bakery
for many years. It was one of their
favorite destinations. Unfortunately,
rioters destroyed the Euclid Avenue
store earlier this year forcing the owner
to close the bakery after eight years at
that location.
L-R Tyler Unger, Colossal Cupcakes; Fire Chief Steve Rega;
Pat O’Sullivan, Heidelberg Distribution; Police Chief Michael Kilbane

In July, Colossal Cupcake CEO and founder Kelly C. Kandah opened a new store on
Great Northern Blvd. Like O’Sullivan, many local companies have been placing mass
orders for cupcakes to support the bakery and to say thank you to essential workers
and their employees.
Each of us can support Independence businesses and service providers in big and
small ways. Shop local, order from your favorite restaurants, and help accelerate the
economic recovery.

Summer Community Concert Series in August
By popular demand, the Summer Concert Series will continue through the end of
August. Masks will be mandatory and we do ask that everyone social distance.
Risk Factor, a band that plays danceable and sing-able hits
from the 70’s and today, will be on the bandstand next
Thursday, August 6 starting at 7 PM. The Barrio Tacos
food truck (only soda and water) will also be on Public
Square.
Here’s is the partial August schedule:
August 13 - Wayne Tomsic and the Pizzeria DiLauro Food Truck
August 20 - Kurt Freeman (food truck TBD)
August 27 - Jukebox Heroes (food truck TBD)
Below are images from yesterday’s Summer Concert with Tom Todd the amazing
one-man band.

Rain Barrel Reminder
If you pre-purchased a rain barrel kit from Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District, you
can pick it up Tuesday, August 4, at the Independence Kiwanis Pavilion from 5-7 PM.

Family Night in Independence
Indy Drive-In Movie Night was a big hit last Friday, July 24. Families parked in the
Fieldhouse parking lot and enjoyed “Finding Nemo” on the big screen and refreshments
from vendors on site.
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