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The Civic Center's indoor pool and fitness areas
and the ballfields reopened on June 1. Residents
were happy to get back to their workout routines
and quickly adapted to all the new safety
protocols.
On Friday, an Independence resident who is an
avid swimmer called to tell us that she felt very
safe swimming at the Civic Center. She believes
the City deserves “five stars” for taking every
safety precaution for residents.

The main playground will open next Wednesday, June 10.
Also, we are close to opening the new section of the playground for younger children.
The new Liberty Playground needs to have the poured-in-place rubber surface
installed. It will happen soon but not before June 10.
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Liberty Playground
The freshly painted
outdoor pool is scheduled
to open on Monday, June
15. Technical Services
reports that all the
equipment has been cleaned
and the pumps and boilers
are working great. Also, new
lanes and boundary lines
were painted and hands-free
fixtures have been installed
and two outdoor pool
showers are on order.
New ground lights are being installed around the perimeter of the Civic Center to
replace the existing lights, which are inefficient and need repair. The replacement LED
fixtures will be a little brighter and will cost 75% less in electricity.
Everyone involved with preparing the Elmwood Park assets is working hard to
comply with evolving state and federal requirements as quickly as possible. As soon as
Governor DeWine gives everyone the go-ahead to open playgrounds and other
recreational facilities, we will act swiftly.
Many more people are visiting the park campus facilities as stay-at-home restrictions
are being ease. We urge everyone to continue to social distance to protect yourself and
others.
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Independence Awarded Grant for PPE
The City was awarded a $3,875.10 from a special FEMA COVID-19 Assistance to
Firefighters Grant (AFG) for personal protective equipment (PPE). The cost-share on
this grant is ten percent, which is only $387.50. Fire Chief Steve Rega said it would
take some time to get the items, but it will put the department in a good position if we
see an increase in COVID cases.
New Summer Camp Rules & Regulations
Community Services sent letters to all parents who registered their children for the
City's Summer Camp program to advise them of restrictions and changes due to
COVID-19. The staff is committed to complying with all the safety and hygiene
requirements set by the Ohio Department of Health, Centers for Disease Control, and
other agencies.
The Community Services Department has worked diligently to try and open the
Summer Playground program. Unfortunately, due to current CDC guidelines,
including staffing and room availability to meet the number of children enrolled in our
program, we are unable to offer Summer Playground this year.
We will be offering some Summer Fun “Pop-up” programs to help make this summer
enjoyable for your family, even as we are still social distancing. We will have
information on these programs in an upcoming email. You can also check our new City
website and Facebook page for updates.
All parents must confirm by email their child's attendance by Monday, June
8. Parents can also cancel their registration if the revised summer program does not
meet their needs. For more information, call 216.524.0088.

New Principal at Independence High School
The Independence School Board has chosen James (Jamie)
Hogue as the next principal of Independence High School.
Mr. Hogue comes to Independence from Streetsboro High
School, where he was principal since 2014 and before that
was the assistant principal.
Superintendent Ben Hegedish said that Mr. Hogue stood out
from the other candidates as an innovative, intelligent, kidsfirst principal with demonstrated leadership experience.
Hogue began his teaching career as a high school and AP
English instructor.
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Hogue replaces Bill McGuinness, who has been with the school for 26 years and
served as principal since 2011. Mr. McGuinness plans to return to the classroom to
teach history.

Salute to 2020 Graduates
The 2020 high school graduates are wrapping up their senior year, unlike any class
before them. Rather than pomp and circumstances, they accepted distance learning,
canceled proms, and modified commencements.
The City wanted to do something special to honor these deserving teens, so we
reached out to the families of all graduates who live in Independence to get
photographs.
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The memorable, eye-catching display on the corner of Selig Drive and Brecksville
Road is one way for the entire community to celebrate the 2020 grads’ achievements.
On Friday, June 5 the graduates will have a car commencement parade up
Brecksville Road and will end at the high school. All who attend will need to tune into
radio station 97.3 FM to listen to the presentation.
It will be my honor to speak to the Class of 2020 as they prepare to take the next big
steps in their journey. Best wishes to everyone!

Sunflower Growing Contest
The City is sponsoring a Sunflower
Growing contest for residents to boost
community pride and provide a fun,
home-based activity, and a chance to win
cash!
Here is how it will work:
 Residents call the Civic Center at 216.524.7373 to pick up a free packet of
sunflower seeds or they can use their own. Growing instructions and tips will
be attached to each pack.
 The seeds need to be planted on residents' property where the blooms will be
visible from the street or sidewalk.
 Participants are encouraged to share photos of their progress on social media
using hashtag #WeGrowTogether.
 Anyone who wants to enter the contest has until Friday, August 14, to call
Community Services or email CS@IndependenceOhio.org and provide their
name, address, and phone number.
 At the end of August, Community Services staff members will visit the homes of
everyone who is registered to take measurements and decide on the winners.
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 The person with the tallest sunflower will win $100, and the most massive
bloom wins $75.

Independence Is Resilient
Most Americans are feeling the full weight of COVID-19 after months of
uncertainty, disruption, physical distancing, and face masks. Nearly every aspect
of our lives has been affected in some way by the pandemic. The fact that no one is
exempt from being infected has heightened the level of stress in everyone’s lives.
One way we can adapt and grasp some control is to make sure we are recognizing
the many side-effects of this situation on ourselves and our loved ones. Everyone
experiences stress from time to time, but long-term stress can impact a person’s
physical and emotional health.
As long as the virus persists, our daily lives will be impacted. Now is the time to
practice self-care and coping skills and remain vigilant to recognizing signs that
members of your family, friends and especially children who may be feeling
overwhelmed and on edge by the disruption and isolation.
Here are just a couple of things you can do to protect your health:
Eat a well-balanced diet and exercise regularly. Fuel your body with
healthy choices and stay active. Enjoy the Civic Center, take a walk around
the block, or do some activities around the house.
Get a good night’s sleep. Doctors will tell you that restorative sleep
provides many health benefits including warding off some diseases.
Build a support network of family and friends. Talk to someone you trust
about the stress your feeling or reach out for professional help.
Disconnect from social media and the news.
Grow a sunflower and brighten up the community.
Know that we will get through this together.
The City provides a wide-range of services and support to our residents. If there is
something more we can be doing, please let me know. Be well and God Bless!
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