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Subject: Administrative Update for July 24, 2020
Ohio’s Mask Mandate & Travel Advisory
Everyone in Ohio – residents and visitors – are now required to wear face masks
at indoor locations (other than a residence), at outdoor locations where six feet
of social distance is not feasible and when taking public transportation.
Governor DeWine has also issued a travel advisory for nine states to blunt the
spread of COVID-19.
Anyone who travels to or visits from Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, Mississippi, Nevada, South Carolina and Texas is asked to self-quarantine
for 14 days upon returning to Ohio. The travel advisory is a recommendation,
not a mandate.
Every week, I participate in conference calls and receive information from local,
state and federal public health experts as well as medical and infectious disease
specialists about the evolving coronavirus situation. Despite significant
progress being made to develop a vaccine, the fact is the situation is expected
to get worse before it gets better. The approaching flu season will only
complicate matters.
It usually takes years of research and testing to get a vaccine approved.
According to specialists at the Cleveland Clinic, the soonest a vaccine could be
available is early 2021.
The City remains nimble in responding to new health directives to protect staff,
residents and the public. I cannot stress enough how important it is for
everyone to work together to protect yourself and others from the spread of
this deadly virus. Wear a mask, social distance, and practice good hygiene.
These are simple steps to stay healthy and end this pandemic.

Brecksville Road Improvements Project
Beginning Monday, July 27 and continuing for approximately four to six weeks,
contractors will be working on the northbound lanes of Brecksville Road near
I-480 and Top Golf. Traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction.
Both lanes will temporarily shift to the southbound side of Brecksville Rd. (see
map below). Mail will be delivered to the mailboxes on Longano Drive that
were used during Phase 1 last year.
Phase 2 will include the installation of street lighting and new traffic signals at
Kleber Ct., and at Rockside Wood Blvd. Also, catch basins, curbs, driveway
aprons, and sidewalks will be replaced

Access to drives will be maintained except when a driveway and curb is
being removed and replaced. The Contractor will contact each resident before
driveway work begins, to allow time for alternate arrangements.

Affected residents will be allowed to park in the work zone overnight. However,
vehicles will need to move out of the work zone during working hours.
Residents may be asked to make arrangements to park in neighbors’ driveways,
as the work will be done in an alternating sequence.
The Contractor cannot operate power equipment between 8:00 PM and 8:00
AM. Completion of the entire project work is scheduled for the end of
September.
Please allow extra time for traffic delays during the construction. Contact the
Independence Engineering Department with any questions at 216.524.1374 or
email engineering@independenceoho.org.

Beating the Summer Heat
The summer heatwave that arrived early this year shows no sign of letting
up. In northeast Ohio, we have hit 90 degrees or higher on more than a
dozen days, and the first official day of fall is two months away.
The outdoor pool has been open
for 40 days. During that time,
there have been 6,058 gate checkins. That is an average of 151
residents per day. Our busiest day
so far was July 3 with 285
residents throughout the day.
We are staying at or below 25%
capacity --- no more than 244
residents are in the facility at one
time.
Thanks to the entire Recreation Department, pool staff, lifeguards, and
Technical Services team for working hard to keep residents safe when they visit
the pool. Everyone appreciates the enhanced cleaning procedures, new
touchless restroom fixtures, outdoor showers, water bottle filling stations, and
enforcement of health and safety guidelines.
We are fortunate that our forefathers thought ahead and built a large facility
for a city of our size. Our residents can safely spread out and social distance.
Due to COVID-19 guidelines, residents must bring their own chair, which has
been a big success. Residents have commented that we should keep this rule
even after the health emergency. Everyone also seems happy with this year’s
residents-only policy. The pool is a place where the community has enjoyed
being together this summer.

Fun Facts:
Our outdoor pool opened in
1962, and the original 50-meter
pool, shallow area, and diving
well is still the same!
We are one of a few cities in
Northern Ohio with an Olympic
(50-meter) pool.
The Main pool holds approx.
630,000 gallons of water!

Finance Committee Meeting
If you would like to attend the virtual Finance Committee meeting next
Tuesday, July 28 at 4:30 PM, please register here.

Independence Police Serve & Protect
Recently, Robert and Jennifer Misso reported to Independence Police that
someone had stolen their two-year-old daughter Alice’s scooter from their front
yard. They wanted to alert authorities to prevent something similar from
happening to another family. Much to their surprise and delight, instead of a
return call, they got a special delivery.
Independence patrolmen Jim Green, Troy Keegan, Michael March and Evan
Waidley, purchased a new scooter for Alice and brought K9 Rambo along to
make the delivery. Well done!

Happy 102nd Birthday, Evelyn!
Lifelong Independence resident Evelyn (Kurtz) Skoczen, celebrated her 102nd
birthday this week. Mrs. Skoczen credits her longevity to not smoking and
always having her family living nearby. She has lived on Brecksville Road her
entire life -- in different homes -- and is the oldest living graduate of
Independence High School.
I’m proud to call her Aunt Eve and wish her a year filled with the joy and grace
that she has shared with her family for more than 100 years!

Free Live Music
The final Summer Community Concert of 2020 is next
Thursday, July 30 from 7-8:30 PM on Public Square.
Tom Todd the amazing one-man band will be
performing. If you get hungry, the Wrap It Up food
truck will be there too!
I appreciate everyone who has been bringing a blanket
or chair; social distancing and wearing mask to enjoy
the outdoor concerts. The Community Services staff
helped deliver much-needed musical intermissions for
all of us in July. Thank you.

We’re All In This Together
You can help the Red Cross meet the urgent need for
blood AND receive insight into whether you may have
been exposed to this coronavirus.
To donate, you must be feeling healthy and well.
Appointments are strongly encouraged: To reserve
your time slot, please visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter sponsor code 'HolidayInnRockside.”

For questions regarding donor eligibility call 1-866-236-3276
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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