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Connecticut, is hereby submitted pursuant to Chapter 49&ection 26257a of
the Connecticut GeneralStatutes and the Towrnof Groton Ordinance No. 139

(Adopted by the Town Council on(TBD), effective date(TBD))
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SECTION 1 - PURPOSE

A) Shellfish Commission Function and Responsibility

The Groton Shellfish Commissid@SC)was established by the Groton Town
Council onNovember20, 1978, having all the rights, powers, duties, and obligations
conferred anadmposed by Chapter 492 of the General Statutes of the State of
Connecticut.A copy of Chapter 492, Sectigr26192 and26-2573 as wellas Groton
Town Ordinance No. 13%nay be founds Attachment¥| and VII, respectively

The Commissiomronsists of five regular members and three alternate members
whose terms vary frorhree to fiveyears Regular meetings of the Commissiare
scheduld on the ¢ Thursday of each month at 7pm in the Town of Groton Town

Hall Annex. Additional meetings may be called, as deemed necessary, by a quorum
of the Commissioners. All meega shall be announced to the public beforehand per
Town of Groton and State of Connecticut regulations. All meetings are open to the
general publicFor the transaction of any businesguarummust exist. A quorum
exisif a simple majority, three (2r moreof the five (5)Commissionersire

presenfor the transaction of any business.any particular meeting, the Alternate
Commissioners may be appointed to fill in for absemtnmissioners to produce a
qguorum.The Commission shall keep accurate nwsuand records of its proceedings
and official actions, showing the vote of each member on any question, or the absence
or the failure of any sucmember to voteThe Commissiomas theauthorityto also
convey the titldfiEmeritu® to a retiring member who would also retain the title of
onebdbs for mer ,ad, ACharnean Bmeritys dhe designation Emeritus

is a nonvoting honorarium that permits the commission and the Emeritus member to
continue to share the institutial knowledge acquired over an extended period of
time.

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Groton shall have charge of all the
recreational and commercishelfisheries and shellfish grounds lying withliown of
Grotonwaters notgranted to otersand not under the jurisdiction of the Director of
the Connecticut Department Afjriculture/Bureau of Aquacultuf@®A/BA) and
laboratories, including all rivers, inlamehters, and flats adjacent to all beaches and
waters within the limits antidal marine boundsf the Town of Groton. The
Commission may issuguthorizationgor the taking of shellfisincluding Eastern
Oysters,Hard Shell Clams, Common Surf Clams, Soft Shell Claitiantic Razor
Clams Blue Mussels andastern Bay Scallopgherefrom and fix the fees thereof.
For the purpose of this management plan, regulated shatlfiske town of Groton
shall be defined as follows: Eastern Oystaragsostregirginica), Common Surf
Clam Spisulasolidissimd, Hard Shell ClamNlercinariamercinarid, Atlantic Razor
Clam Ensisdirectug, SoftShell Clam (Mya arenari3, Blue Mussel Mytilus edulis),
and the Bay ScallopAfgopecterirradiang. The Commissiomaydesignatehe
guantities of such shellfish to eken, the sizes of sushellfish, and the methods of
taking. The Commission mayrohibit the taking of such shellfish from certain
designated areas for periods noexzeed one yeahll monies collected by the
Commission under the provisions of teection shall be paid toelCommission and
used by it for the protection andjfmopagation of the shellfish under its control. The
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Shellfish Commission works closelyith the ConnecticutSea Grant Extension
Programthe Connecticut Department Afjriculture/Bureau oAquaculture and
Laboratory (DA/BA), the Ledge Light Healbistrict, Project Oceanography, and the
University of Connecticut Averfpoint Campus

B) History of Shellfisheries

From the middle of the nineteenth century up uhgl early twentieth century, Gom
wasnoted for its shellfish production. Some commercial oystering was carried on
from the1880's to the 1920'By the late 1940's contamination forced the closing of a
number ofshellfish producing areas. Blye early 1970s all but two estuaries were
consideredinsafe for shellfishing. Theown of Groton Shellfish Management Plan

of 1979 providedh vehicle by which shellfish productiam Townwaters was revived
for both commerciaand recreational users, reachingontin the 1980's wheaver
$10,0® in recreational feesas generated in one year. Since the implementation in
1989 of the National ShellfisBanitaion Program Model Ordinancthe entire
Grotonshellfish growingareawatersaremonitoredon a regular basiser DA/BA
guidelines in ordeto assess water quality and potential sources of pollukidrile a
significant part of Groton wateese classified aBconditionaly-a p p r ¢ severdlo
other areabave beew | assi f i ed acksediyertoptoXinityto ed o or
pollution sources or inactivitysee Attachmest, Il, and 11l for maps outlining
recreational shellfishingndcommercial leaskcations,andthe harvest area
classification®of Groton shellfislgrounds Recreational shellfishinlgas continued to
draw significant numbers of individuals to ttiesignated publiareasThe

recreational program has experience consistent growth over thelpekd94, 293
shellfish permits were issued. This figure increasem/éw 1150 in 2017An active
restocking oHard Shell ClamandEastern Oysterwas maintainel r om t he 1990 06 s
through present dayrhe Commission has also entertained and supported a number
of commerciakhellfishapplications. I2018, total Town of Groton waterkeased ér
commercial aquaculture operations wWi&4.72 acres

SECTION 271 INTRODUCTION

A) Description of Shellfish Producing Areas

The area under the jurisdiction of the Groton Shellfish Commission extends from the
Thames River on the west bordering on the City of New Lonalanth) to the Ledyard
line, andto the MysticRiver on theeast bordering on the Town of Stonington. The
southerrboundary is bounded by Connecticut state waters. Segiapin Attachment

l.

1) PROHIBITED AREAS
All waters located within the marina proper or mooring fields of marinas
operated on a yeafround shall be classified as Prohibited, including but not
limited to the following classified areas:



2)

1. Thames River/New London Harbor, Neandon, Groton: That area of the
Thames River and its tributaries enclosed on the south by a line commencing at
the Avery Point lighthouse at the southern extremity of Avery Point, Groton,
southwesterly to the New London/Groton town shellfish line oraaig towards

the southeastemmost point of land at Ocean Beach, Waterford.

2. New London Disposal Site, New London, Groton: That area of the New
London Disposal site in New London Harbor in New London and Groton located
2 miles south of Eastern Point@roton.

3. Baker Cove, Groton: That area of Baker Cove and its tributaries north of the
Amtrak Railroad bridge, south to Sawyero6s
of land at the airport, north.

4. Mystic River/Murphy Point, Groton, Stonington: Tla@ea of the Mystic River
and its tributaries in Groton and Stonington north of a line commencing from
Spence Point, Groton to Pine Point, Stonington and west of a line commencing
from the southernmost point of land on Murphy Point.

5. Noank Shipyard, ®ton: That area of the Lower Mystic Harbor including the
marina proper of the Noank Shipyard and adjacent channel.

PROHIBITED AREAS, GROTON - NO SHELLFISH RESOURCE

The following areas have no shellfish resources and shall be classified as
Prohibited:

1. Poquonnock River, Groton: That area of the Poquonnock River enclosed on the
south by the former New Haven Railroad causeway, inclusive of all waters north.
2. Fort Hill Brook/Mumford Cove, Groton: That area of Fort Hill Brook and its
tributaries north of the Amtrak Railroad bridge.

3. Upper Mumford Cove, Groton: That area of Mumford Cove bounded on the
south by a line commencing at the shellfish demarcaigmon the southwestern
extremity of land located 2,400 feet south of the Amtrak Railroad bridge, thence
west to the shellfish demarcation sign on the western shore of Mumford Cove and
bounded on the north by the Amtrak Railroad bridge.

4. Venetian Harbg Groton: That area of Venetian Harbor and its tributaries
northeast of a line commencing at the southwest extremity of the breakwater on
the western shore of the mouth of Venetian Harbor at the flashing green
navigational light 1", southeasterly 800 fémthe southernmost extremity of land.

5. Eccleston Brook, Groton: Eccleston Brook and its tributaries north of Brook
Street.

6. Beebe Pond, Groton: Beebe Pond and its tributaries north of Rte. 215.



3) CONDITIONALLY RESTRICTED AREAS
All waters located within the marina proper or mooring fields of marinas
operated on a seasonal basis shall be classified as Conditionally Restricted.
These conditional areas shalll be Rest
relay/transplant operations for the harvesting of &ellfish from April 1 -
October 31, when these marinas are open for the season, including but not
limited to the following classified areas:
1. Pine Island Anchorage Area, Groton: All tidal waters in Pine Island Bay
enclosed by a line commencing from thetbern extremity of land at Jupiter
Point south to the northwestern extremity of Bushy Point, thence southwesterly to
the eastern extremity of Pine Island, thence west along the northern shoreline of
Pine Island to its western extremity, thence north ¢catiandoned lighthouse on
Avery Point, exclusive of the marina
and the UConn/ Project Oceanology docks.
2. Area F/West Cove, Groton: All tidal waters and tributaries in West Cove north
of a line commencing from ¢éhsouthern extremity of the point of land at Esker
Point southeasterly to the southern extremity of Mouse Island, thence northeast to
the private wooden dock on the southwestern extremity of land at Morgan Point,
exclusive of the marina proper Prohibitedeaa of Spi cer 6s Mar i
3. Beebe Cove, Groton: That area of Beebe Cove in Groton located south of a line
commencing from the point of land at the end of Brook Street to the Amtrak
Railroad Bridge channel.

4) RESTRICTED AREAS
1. Groton Restricth Groton: That area of the Groton waters commencing at the
southern extremity of land at the Avery Point Light, Groton, thence southeast to
the western extremity of Pine Island, Groton, continuing along the south shore of
Pine Island, thence east to thestern extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach,
thence south to buoy RN A28" at Vi xen
navigational |l ight house at Race Rock
York-Connecticut mieLong Island Sound state boundary linesribe
southwesterly along that New Yoefkonnecticut state boundary line to the New
LondonGroton town boundary line, thence north along that New Lot@i@ton
town shellfish jurisdiction line to the Prohibited line just North of the G3 buoy,
thence northeaso Avery Point, Groton, exclusive of Prohibited and
Conditionally Restricted areas.
2. Baker Cove Restricted, Groton: That area of Baker Cover enclosed on the west
by a line drawn from Jupiter Point south to the closest point of the island located
between Pine Island and Bushy Point beach, exclusive of Prohibited waters.
3. Palmer Cove, Groton: The tidal waters and flats of Palmer Cove enclosed on
the south by the Groton Long Point Road bridge and on the north by the Brook
Street road bridge, exclusiwé Conditionally Restricted areas.
4. Beebe Cove, Groton: The tidal waters and flats of Beebe Cove north of the
Amtrak Railroad bridge, exclusive of Conditionally Restricted area.
5. Mystic Harbor Restricted Area, Groton/Stonington: That area of Mystibdd
north of a line commencing from the easternmost point of land on Six Penny
Island, Groton, east to Clam Point in Stonington, exclusive of Prohibited and
Conditionally Restricted areas.

rict

prop

na.

Led
of f



5) CONDITIONALLY APPROVED AREAS: THE FOLLOWING AREAS

WILL BE CONDITIONALLY OPENED OR CLOSED FOR THE TAKING OF

SHELLFISH CONTINGENT UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF SPECIFIED

EVENTS:
AREA P (Poquonnock River), Groton: That area of the Poquonnock River and its
tributaries enclosed on the south by a line commencing fronotflevestern
extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach north to the southern extremity of land at
the GrotorNew London Airport at the mouth of the Poquonnock River and
enclosed on the north by the former New Haven Railroad causeway between the
GrotonNew Londn Airport and Bluff Point State Park.
AREA A (Vixen Ledge/Horseshoe Reef), Groton: That area of Groton waters
between Vixen Ledge and Groton Long Point enclosed by a line commencing
from the Area AArea C shellfish demarcation sign located at the somther
extremity of land in Mumford Cove that is located 2,000 feet northeast of
Mumf ord Point, southeasterly to the fl ash
mouth of Venetian Harbor, thence continuing southeasterly 800 feet to the
shellfish demarcation sigat the southern extremity of land near the mouth of
Venetian Harbor, thence southeast to navi
continuingsoutts out heast toward navigational buoy
Island in New York to the intersection of the New Y-&@&nnecticut miésound
State boundary line, thence southwesterly along that New&orkecticut State
boundary line to its intersection with a line running in a nsdhth direction

bet ween the navigational buoy R fi2a28" at Vv
i ght house at Race Rock |l ocated off Fisher
along that intersecting |ine to navigatio

north to the western extremity of land at Bushy Point Beach in Groton.

AREA D (Groton Long PointVest), Groton: That area of Groton off the western

shore of Groton Long Point enclosed by a line commencing at the southern
extremity of Groton Long Point, south to
Rock, thence continuing south to the New Y-@&nnecttut midLong Island

Sound State boundary line, thence southwesterly along that New York

Connecticut midLong Island Sound State boundary line to its intersection with a

line running in a southeastenhprthwesterly direction between navigational buoy

N no2f"f FIl at Hammock 1| sl and, New Yor k and
Groton Long Point in Connecticut, thence northwesterly along that intersecting

line to buoy RN fi24", thence northwester/|
located at the southern extréynof land 800 feet east of the flashing green
navigational I|ight A1l" at the mouth of Ve

AREA E (Outer Palmer Cove) Groton: All tidal waters of Outer Palmer Cove
enclosed by a line commencing from the southern extremity of Groton Long
Point,northeast to the southern extremity of Mouse Island, thence northwest to
the southern extremity of Esker Point, thence north along the western shore of
Esker Point to the Groton Long Point Road bridge, thence west along the south
side of the Groton Longdit Road bridge to the western shore of Palmer Cove.



6) CONDITIONALLY APPROVED SEASONAL AREAS:
AREA C (Mumford Cove), Groton: That area of Mumford Cove enclosed by a
l ine commenci n-Arata thiC®& Ahed |TAGh demar cat
the southern extremity of land in Mumford Cove that is located 2,000 feet
northeast of Mumford Point,eat t o t he fl ashing green nav
the mouth of Venetian Harbor, thence northeasterly to the southern extremity of
land at the Mumford Cove Association, located at the intersection of Neptune
Drive and Anchorage Circle, thence northerlyngidhe eastern shore of Mumford
Cove to the shellfish demarcation sign located at the southwestern extremity of
land that is located 2,400 feet south of the Amtrak (P & W) Railroad bridge,
thence west to the shellfish demarcation sign located on the wehktae of
Mumford Cove. This area is closed seasonally from M&ctober 31.
Lower Mystic Harbor, Groton/Stonington: The Lower Mystic Harbor
Conditionally Approved Seasonal Area is bounded on the north by a line
commencing at the easternmost point afllan Six Penny Island, Groton, thence
easterly to Clam Point, Stonington, thence along the western shore of Mason
Island, Stonington to the point of land due southeast of Seal Rocks, thence
southwest to Morgan Point, Groton, thence northerly along thak\&Goton
shoreline of Mystic Harbor, thence northeasterly to the easternmost point of land
on Six Penny Island, Groton, and exclusive of the Noank Shipyard Marina
Prohibited area.

7) APPROVED AREAS: That area of Groton waters, exclusive of Pidled,
Conditionally Restricted, Restricted, Conditionally Approved and Conditionally
Approved Seasonal shellfishing areas

SECTION 31 SHELLFISH OPERATIONS

A) Recreational ShellfishingHarvesting Reqgulations

TheGroton Shellfish CommissiofGSC)has jurisdictiorto develop angrromoteboth
recreational shellfishg and commercial shellfish operatiariBhis includes the taking of
Hard Shell ClamsCommon Surf Clams, Atlantic Razor Clams, Soft Shell Clams, Blue
Mussels EasterrBay Scallopsand Eastern OysterRecreational shellfishingnd
oysteringis permitted in approved amdnditionally approved (open) areagh some
seasonal restrictionScallopharvestinghowever, is permittednly during special
season@ only waters designatedylihe GSC.

Fees and quotas whle set by the Commission aatkposted where permits aseld.
See AttachmestlV and Vthat represents a handout describing regulations and fees for
recreational shellfishing. The hawodts are available at all placekere permits arsold.

1. Harvesting regulations Hard Shell Clams, Common Surf Clamsand
Soft Shell Clams Size shall be at least two inches atltvegesiength No
rakes, tongs, or other devices with spaces or opebetgseen theéeeth or
prongs of less than one inch shall be used for the taking of any species of
clams in any waters under the Town of Groton's jurisdiction. No shovels or
spades shall be used for digging any species of cllngerson shall use



[o2]

any rake, dredge, drag or ettdevice which may be drawn along the surface

of the bottom, except a device such as a seduph is attached to pale

Dragging or dredges ar®t permitted. No skin diving or scuba diving is
permitted in any river or estuary for harvesting clams witlpoiatr written
permission of the Commission. No harvesting of any species of clams shall be
allowed between sunset and sunrise. Any undersized specimenwghail,
without damageimmediately be returned to water with a depth of at least 18
inches alow tide.

Harvesting RegulatiorisEaster Razor Clams Size shall be at lea&iur (4)
inches at théongest length. No rakes, tongs, or other devices with spaces or
openings between theeth or prongs of less than one inch shall be used for
the takingof any species of clams in any waters under the Town of Groton's
jurisdiction. No shovels or spades shall be used for digging any species of
clams. No person shall use any rake, dredge, drag or other device which may
be drawn along the surface of thetbat, except a device such as a scoop
which is attached to pal®ragging or dredges ar®t permitted. No skin

diving or scuba diving is permitted in any river or estuary for harvesting clams
without prior written permission of the Commission. No harvegstihany

species of clams shall be allowed between sunset and sunrise. Any undersized
specimens shalyith or without damagammediately be returned to water

with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide.

Harvesting regulations Eastern BayScallops The scallop season is
established bthe Shellfish Commission and depends on the availability and
abundance of scallogs determined by a survey conducted by the GSC.
Scallops shall be of sufficient size so as not to pass throtwghriach ring
measureand must be an adult with a clearly defined growth. 8walloping
must bedone wading from shore or from a boaing asighting device or

using a dip net with an opening not to exceed eight inches in diameter. No
dredging, skin diving or scuba diving is permitted in a taking of scallops.

Harvesting regulationsEastern Oysters The Eastern Oyster season is open
annually from September'through April 30th Thirty (30) oysters per day

may be taken from approved waters. Legal oysters measure 3 inches minimum
length. No harvesting of Eastern Oystéssllowed between sunset and

sunrise. Any undersized specimeihsill, with or without damage,

immediately be returned to water with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide.

Harvesting RegulationsBlue Mussels Size shall be at least two inches at the
longest length. No harvesting of Blue Mussels shall be alldetsdeen

sunset and sunrise. Any undersized specimens shall, with or without damage,
immediatelybe returnedo water with a depth of at least 18 inches at low tide.

. Transplanting forestockingourposes The GSC sponsors an active
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restockingprogramin orderto maintain aradequatgopulationof shellfish

for recreational needs. Funds received freareational shellfishingermit
feesand commercial leases areed toobtainHard Shell ClamsandEastern
Oysters as needed and availablehich aretransplanted to recreational beds.
Hard ShellClams and Oysters obtained by the G8€ augmented by a
negotiategercentage dflard Shell Clamsr Eastern Oystetsken in
commercial operatiorsuthorizedoy the GSC Since 1994an estimated
30,000 pounds olfiard shelkclamsor oysterdhave been stocked in areas
availableto recreational use.

B) Commercial ShellfishingOperations

The Commision recognizeghe value of commercial shellfish operation in Town
of Groton waters andctively works to promotand enhance those commercial
shellfish operationsApplicants are urged to meet with the GSC at regular GSC
meetings conducted on the second Thursday ahttreh at 7pm in the Town of
Groton Town Hall anex Before submiting a request to the GSC for aquaculture
authorizationthe applicants should initiallhoroughly review the guidance
provided inAPPENDIX XVI - GROTON SHELLFISH COMMISSION:
COMMERCIAL AQUACULTURE AUTHORIZ ATION APPLICATION &
REGULATORY PROCESS INFORMATION.

Commercial Shellfish Operations are three basic types:
aguaculture in open waters, transplanting, and harvesting from
open or closed waters

1. AQUACULTURE : Aquaculture refers to theuthorizatiorof any area for the
propagation of shellfish. This includeseding, clivation, and eventually
harvesting of the shellfislusually involung a significant investment in labor and
materials Authorizationsare usually grantefibr a yeamwith optiors extending up

to five years Aquaculture operations should not interfere veiisting patterns of
recreational shellfishingxcept in cases and areas where commercial operations
are grandfathered hisgenerallyrestricts the applicant to grounidsiccesdile to
recreational shell fishing, MeanLgwTide)nh wat er s
or areas not open to recreational shellfishigublic hearing is required before

an authorizatioragreement can be finalizdd. order to facilitate the above
restictions, geographical zones haween set out by the Commission for
aguaculturesee Appendix Il An application for aquaculture is included as
AttachmentXVI .

2. TRANSPLANTING : Transplantingefers to the placing of shellfish in clean
fiop e mvaters for a specific time period éffectively purge out contaminaras

to establish new shellfish growing are@ketransplantingprocedure is controlled
by theConnecticut Department of AgricultuBaireau ofAquaculture which
specifiesconditionsand quality control procedures requirégdansplantingareas
are in certified areaddavingobtaineda GSCauthorizatiorandDA/BA transplant
permit theapplicantmayremove shellfish from the bottom afclosed area,
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either his/her owauthorized arear agranted ground in closed areas. These
shellfish arehen moved to clean or open grounds (as certifiecDANBA) for the
periodsregulated byDA/BA. These cleaareas are known as "depuration
grounds" and arauthorizedoy the Commission in opemater.The Commission
may at any timeequest tdoardthe vesselsf authorizatiorholdersand/or
examine relevammecords An application for dransplantingqauthoriationis
includedas AttachmenXVI.

3. HARVESTING IN CLOSED AND OPENED WATERS : Commercial
harvesting of shellfish in areas not open for recreational use ispufsible.
These waters are nagadily available to recreational ygeg, away from shore
andin greater thar Oft. of water at MLT(MeanLow Tide).

a) Harvesting From "Closed" Waters

Underauthorizationwith the GSC, it may be possible to harvest shellfish

from "closed"waters. Shellfish taken must subsequently be depurated in

Groton cert i f The dputatioh poredure iscantraled Hy.

the CT DABA. The applicant i€harged a negotiated percent of the

shellfish harvested and/or a fee per busiagVested. fienegotiated

percent of the shellfish (after depuration) is then returned towatnrs

readily accessible to recreational shellfishidg application for

aut horization t o h aginclededas Aftachoment Aicl os ed o
XVI.

b) Harvesting From Certified A O p eWaders

The amount of certified waters, not readily accdedit recreational
shellfishingis limited in Groton. These waters are primarily reserved to
furnish an ongoingupply of shellfish for recreational usénder
controlledconditions the GSC may allowarvesting of shellfish from
certifiedfi o p &vateds by commercial interests. Fee fordperation will

be a percent of the shellfish harvested and/or a fee per Ihashebted.

Such a authorizatiorwould restrict the nmber of bushels taken as a
function of the total amouravailable in the permit area as well as the time
of harvestingThe overall objective igo not completely deplete shellfish
from the area but to maintain a "controllddirvest. The GSC realizes that
mechanically workindghe shellfish beds artlinningout some of the

stock is conducive to healthy growth of shellfish. In th&y both the
interests of the recreational shitsher and commercial operator are
servedAnappl i cation for authorizagion to
includedas AttachmenXVI.

In addition to the abovécknsingoptions the Commission may set aside areas to
usein its ownaquacultue programsThe period of suchlosure is up to one year
(referenceState of Connecticut Shellfish Laws, SectiorZB7b). These waters
maybe withinany of the waters controlled by the Town and such restriction
requires onlythe voteof the Commission at or@ its public meetings.
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Section 41 ResourceAssessment

A) Shellfish Surveys

With the aid ofthe ConnecticuSea Grant Extension Progratihhe Connecticut
Department of Agriculture/Bureau of Aquaculture and Laboratory (DA/BA), the
Ledge Light Health District, Project Oceanography, and the University of
Connecticut AveryPoint Campus.
periodicresearch, water quality monitoring, asufveyingis ongoingn the
following areas:

Thames River

Bakers Cove

Poquonnock River

Mumford Cove

Palmed €ove

Beebe Cove

Sixpenny Island, Mystic River

Spence Point, Mystic River

ClamPoint Mystic River

Upper Mystic River

Commercial harvesters and warden monthly reports also provide information.

B) Technical information is available from Sea Grartension Prograrand DA/BA

Section 5- Enforcement

State Statutes 2692a-i (AttachmentVI) call for theunauthorizedaking of
shellfish inclosed orcontaminated areas to be enforced by the IDaalctor of
Healthwith assistance dbcalpolice departments anstatewildlife officers. To
assist inpreventing the taking ahellfish in closed areas amithe enforcement
of the GSC ruleand regulations, the GS@8aintains from 2 to 3 Shellfish
Wardens.

A) Shellfish Wardens(Constables foshellfishprotection)

ShellfishWardens upon recommendation of the GBE€appointed by the Groton
Town Managerwith the consent of the Groton Chief of Poli¢¢ardens are
obligated to wear a uniform on duty and receive remuneration forsreices as
determined by the GSC. In the discharge of their duiiesllfishWardens may
require additionahssistancelhe procedure call$or contacting the Groton Town
PoliceDepartmentand/or theDld Lyme DEEP Office requestingown police or
wildlife officer assistancas dictated by the situation encountered byshellfish
Wardens
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B)

C)

Town Directors of Health/Sanitation

In an effort to safeguard the health of the public, the Commission maintains close
contactwith theLedge Light Health Districandassists in thenonitoring of water
quality and investigations of possible sispecific pollutionsources.

Connecticut Department ofEnergy and Environmental Protection (CT
DEEP)

For more effective enforcement, the Commission also works closely with the CT
DEEP. Occasionallya CT DEEPOfficer mayaccompany Shellfish Warden on

his regulampatrol and astated previously would assist a Shellfish Warien
addressing shellfish violations.

Section 6- Aquacultur e Development

A)

B)

Aquaculture Projects and Experiments

In addition to the aforementioned surveys, @mmmission has undertaken a
number ofother projects designed to increase the availabilityeaithy, mature
shellfish to thegeneral publice.g. seedingysters surve of viable lease areas
and coordination with local sewage treatment plants concerning water quality.

Transplanting Areas

TheCommission may set aside areas under its jurisdiction for natural purification
of clams for eventual recreational harvest.

Section 7- Educational Programs

A)

B)

Commission Internships

The Commissionvelcomes the interest generated amelegnentary schoohigh
schoo] tribal youth groupsand collegestudents byuch programs as Project
Oceanology and invites interested students to pakein the various aquaculeur
projects when possible and with the authorizatibthe Commission.

Special Interest LecturesField Trips, and Seminars

Members of the Commission recognize and appreciate the indispensable expertise
of Sea GranExtension progragrDA/BA, and Project Oceanology. Eachtbém

has been of immeasurable use providing essential information, working with the
Commission membsin the field, volunteering time, and offering helpful expert
advice orvarious technical matters.

The Commission encourages attendan@eatinarsponsored at the University

of Connecticut, Avery Point and has participated in yearly Aquaculture Seminars
sponsoredby the National Marine Fisheries ServiEgd/BA Milford Laboratory
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as well as similaseminarsponsored by the Northeast Shellfish Sanitation
Association. The Commissia@ncourages cooperation among local shellfish
Commissionsand attends the annual Statewide Shellfish Workshop hosted by
ConnecticuSea GranExtension Service.

Close coopration with theConnecticut Department of Agriculture/Bureau of
Aquaculture and itlaboratories isnaintained anéncouraged

15



ATTACHMENT 11
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