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Village of Frankfort – TMDL Status 
 
According to the 2016 Assessment by the IEPA, none of the assessed waterways within the Village of 
Frankfort have an approved TMDL. The following is a summary of information obtained from the 
Resource Management Mapping Service (www.rmms.illinois.edu/RMMS-JSAPI/): 
 

Assessed Stream/ 
Watershed Hickory Creek Jackson 

Branch 
Des Plaines 
River Kankakee River Forked 

Creek 

Location Within Corporate Limits 
Downstream of 
Corp. Limits 
(assessed limits) 

Downstream  
of Corp. Limits 

Downstream  
of Corp. Limits 

Downstream 
of Corp. 
Limits 

HUC 10 0712000406 0712000409 0712000409 0712000118 0712000117 

AUID 
IL_GGF (Frankfort Trib), 
IL_GG-06 (Hickory Creek), 
IL_GGC-FN-C1 (Union Ditch) 

IL_GCB Various Various Various 

2016 303(d) List/ 
Prioritization 
(Appendix A-1) 

Medium Medium Medium Medium No Data 
Available 

Designated Use 
(Appendix A-1) 

Aquatic Life, Primary 
Contact Recreation Aquatic Life 

Fish 
Consumption, 
Primary 
Contact 
Recreation 

Fish Consumption No Data 
Available 

Cause of 
Impairment 
(Appendix A-1) 

(Watershed impairments, 
may or may not be a direct 
contribution from Frankfort 
MS4):  
Arsenic, Chloride, Dissolved 
Oxygen, Fecal Coliform, pH, 
Phosphorus (Total), Total 
Suspended Solids (TSS) 

Dissolved 
Oxygen, Total 
Phosphorus, 
Zinc  

Fecal Coliform 
Mercury, 
Polychlorinate
d biphenyls  

Mercury, 
Polychlorinated 
biphenyls 

No Data 
Available 

Schedule for TMDL 
Development, 
2016-2018 
(Appendix A-3) 

Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

Status 
(Appendix A-6) Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

IEPA Projects in 
TMDL Watersheds 
(Appendix A-7) 

Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

Category 4C: Not 
caused by 
pollutants 
(Appendix A-8) 

Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

TMDL Report on 
Website N/A N/A N/A 

TMDL for 
Kankakee/Iroquois 
Watershed, Tetra 
Tech, 2009 

N/A 

 
  



What Is a TMDL? 
The establishment of a Total Maximum Daily Load sets the pollutant reduction goal necessary to improve 
impaired waters. It determines the load, or quantity, of any given pollutant that can be allowed in a 
particular water body. A TMDL must consider all potential sources of pollutants, whether point or 
nonpoint. It also takes into account a margin of safety, which reflects scientific uncertainty, as well as the 
effects of seasonal 
variation. 
 

Why Develop TMDLs? 
Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act requires states to identify waters that do not meet 
applicable water quality standards or do not fully support their designated uses. States are required to 
submit a prioritized list of impaired waters, known as the 303(d) List, to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for review and approval. The CWA also requires that a TMDL be developed for each pollutant of 
an impaired water body. Illinois EPA is responsible for carrying out the mandates of the Clean Water Act 
for the state of Illinois. 
 

The TMDL Process 
Developing TMDLs in a watershed begins with the collection of vast amounts of data on factors including 
water quality, point source discharge, precipitation, soils, geology, topography, and land use 
(construction, agriculture, mining, etc.) within that specific watershed. All impaired water-body segments 
within the watershed are identified, along with the potential pollutants causing the impairments.  
 
Next, Illinois EPA determines the tools necessary to develop the TMDL. In most cases, computer models 
are used to calculate pollutant loads. The appropriate model or models are selected based on the 
pollutants of concern, the amount of data available, and the type of water body. Once the model is 
selected, the data collected for the watershed are entered, and the model is calibrated and verified so that 
the computed values match those of known field data. The model can then be used to develop different 
scenarios, by first determining the amount of specific pollutants  each source contributes, then calculating 
the amount each pollutant needs to be reduced, and finally specifying how the reduced pollutant load 
would be allocated among the different sources. 
 
After the reduced pollutant loads have been determined, an implementation plan is developed for the 
watershed spelling out the actions necessary to achieve the goals. The plan specifies limits for point 
source discharges and recommends best management practices (BMPs) for non-point sources. It also 
estimates associated costs and lays out a schedule for implementation. Commitment to the 
implementation plan by the citizens who live and work in the watershed is essential to success in 
reducing the pollutant loads and improving water quality. 
 

Improved Water Quality 
The goal of TMDLs is better water quality for Illinois. Improving lakes, rivers, and streams has a positive 
impact on the quality and quantity of the fish and animals that depend on these waters for habitat, food, 
breeding, and survival. This in turn contributes to balanced, healthy ecosystems. 
 
Beyond the ecological benefits, cleaner water increases opportunities for fishing, boating, and other 
recreational activities and improves the overall appearance of lakes, rivers, and streams. A cleaner 
source of drinking water can mean lower treatment costs, which may reduce water expenses for local 
citizens and businesses. Protecting and restoring the quality of Illinois waters is ultimately the 
responsibility of everyone. The success of a TMDL implementation plan typically depends on the 
cooperation of those who live and work in the watershed. Citizens can take ownership of their 
local water bodies by adopting suggested BMPs and encouraging others to do the same. By 
integrating sound science with public support, TMDLs can be a valuable tool for improving and 
protecting our precious water resources. 
 

For more information about Illinois’ TMDL program, visit: www.epa.state.il.us/water/tmdl 


