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PURPOSE
• Introduce the draft zoning code
• Summarize process and activities to 

date
• Walk through the key components 

of the code



TIMELINE

There’s still plenty of 
opportunities to refine the 
draft, but we are now in the 
final stages of completing 
this Code
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND THE ZONING CODE



Land Use Goal 1: 
Balance the impacts of 
growth and development on 
social diversity, community 
character, economic vitality, 
and environmental quality 
(p. IV.5)

Land Use Goal 5: 
Provide diverse housing 
choices. (p. IV.9)

Land Use Goal 4: 
Enhance the Village 
Neighborhoods & Celebrate 
its Historic & Cultural 
Resources (p. IV.9)

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND THE ZONING CODE



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TO-DATE
• High degree of community outreach and community feedback

• GTC provided Public Input for coordinating + analyzing engagement 
activities

• Getting the word out: 
• Village monthly newsletter
• Everbridge
• Posted flyers on Village Hall doors
• Social Media
• Flyers at all land use board meetings
• Flyers included in neighbor notification for land use board meetings
• Flyers provided to applicants before land use boards
• Email sent to land use board members after every Village Board 

meeting
• Webpage on Village website that was the repository of all things 

related to the Code update
• Email signature for Buildings, Planning, and Zoning included a link to 

the Code Update webpage
• Notice in the Democrat and Chronicle (Sunday, May 12, 2024)
• Postcards (mailed on May 10, 2024)
• Flyers at the Farmers’ Market
• Flyers at the Library
• Posted as an e-flyer on the School District Website 
• ZWG and word-of-mouth



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TO-DATE
Activities + Outreach Methods

• In-person forum 
• With survey component

• Online forum
• Online postings of forum
• Drop-in “office hours” at Library 

• 3 days
• With survey component

• Online survey
• Booth at Farmers Market

• With survey component
• Downtown walking tours

• 2 tours, leaving from Market booth
• Emails, voicemails, Public Input 

website comments



ZONING CODE ORGANIZATION
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

Intent is to:
• Have a logical organization
• Organize based on best practices
• Provide a distinction between standards 

applicable to buildings and structures versus 
uses

• Provide ability to amend code relatively 
seamlessly

The draft code:
• Attempts to use concise and clear language
• Incorporates tables for ease of 

understanding
• Includes diagrams to help explain text



ARTICLES 1 + 2
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

General Provisions
• Boilerplate and Legalese info
• Purpose section sets stage for code and 

connects it to the comprehensive plan
General Definitions
• This article especially important for Building 

Inspector and Zoning Officer

Heights for various building types



ARTICLE 3
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

RLD - Low Density 
RN - Residential Neighborhood 
RTN - Residential Transitional Neighborhood
GN - General Neighborhood
DTN - Downtown
CD - Canal District
IND – Industrial



ARTICLE 3

Residential Low Density

Existing Zoning



ARTICLE 3

Residential Low Density

• Simplifies residential 
districts

• Removes obsolete districts
• Connects downtown
• Renames districts based 

on character rather than 
use



ARTICLE 4
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

• Organized first by district with purpose 
statement and basic dimensional standards

• Followed by design standards applicable to 
various districts

• Residential
• Commercial and Mixed-Use

• Additional standards for Canal District
• Industrial District
• Accessory Structures
• Planned Development District



ARTICLE 4



ARTICLE 4
Single / Two-Family home standards cover:
• Building context: needs to be compatible with existing homes based on a 

number of criteria (roof style, porches, floor area, building massing, etc.)
• Porches
• Front yard standards
Townhomes standards cover:
• Requirements for windows, porches, and architectural details
• Garages
• Materials



ARTICLE 4
Downtown heights
• Discussed at a previous Village Board meeting
• 3 stories with criteria for a potential 4th via a Special Permit by the Planning 

Board
• Not always appropriate and based on criteria such as vistas, 

surrounding context, impact on street
• If building is stepped back, requirements for front yard to activate space



ARTICLE 4
Design standards
• Numerous requirements for commercial, mixed-use, and multifamily buildings
• Intent is to provide clear direction that promotes context-sensitive design while 

also allowing for flexibility and creativity
• Promotes pedestrian connectivity, both within sites and to the public rights-of-way
• Incorporates aspects from existing code’s Design Overlay and new standards



ARTICLE 4
Accessory Structures
• Requirements applicable to all 

accessory structures
• Additional requirements for specific 

accessory structures
• Garages
• Sheds
• Swimming pools

• List of prohibited accessory structures



ARTICLE 4
Planned Development District
• An option available for large tracts of land (8+ acres) to allow for a 

unified development
• Requires a high level of process, community engagement
• Provides flexibility for these potentially catalytic sites
• A PDD must advance the goals of the comprehensive plan
• Adopted (or denied) by Village Board of Trustees



ARTICLE 4
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

Uses organized into 4 sections:
1. Introductory provisions
2. Use Table and prohibited uses
3. Use Standards

• Certain uses have specific 
requirements that must be followed

4. Use Definitions
• Every use is defined
• These definitions are distinguished 

from General Definitions (Article 2) to 
be a single, unified Article covering 
uses



ARTICLE 5

If there are standards for a particular 
use they are referenced in the Use 
Table



ARTICLE 5
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

Previously discussed issues related to 
single family districts (ADUs and 
allowing more than a single-family 
home). As noted before, these 
generated the majority of comments 
but are a small portion of the overall 
code.



2) Looked at existing conditions

These are numerous 
2- and 3- family 
homes existing in 
what are zoned today 
as single family 
districts

ARTICLE 5



Honing in, these 2- 
and 3- families “look” 
like single family 
homes

ARTICLE 5



ZWG met multiple times, reviewed comments, did additional analysis, and 
discussed issues (for hours)

ARTICLE 5



There are a spectrum of nuanced options with this issue that were discussed 

ARTICLE 5



ARTICLE 5 Language in draft code based on 
Village Board direction:
• Conversion into 2-family 

homes in limited situations 
(3,000 + sf homes)

• ADUs with numerous 
provisions to address 
concerns



ARTICLE 6
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

Covers general site development standards 
including:
• Frontage landscape
• Lighting
• Fences
• Refuse Containers
• Mechanical, HVAC, utility equipment
• Performance Standards (vibration, 

drainage, odors, etc.)



ARTICLE 7
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

This article includes:
• The amount of vehicular parking required
• Bicycle parking 
• Parking facility design requirements

• Far more extensive than what is in there 
today

• Storage



ARTICLE 7
Summer

Lunch Evening



ARTICLE 7

Including parking maximums, as 
well as minimums is a current 
best practice in zoning codes



ARTICLE 7

A parking plan rather than a set requirement 
allows for flexibility, incorporates market 
demand, and promotes transportation 
demand management policies.

Meeting demand can be accomplished 
through:
• Off-street spaces
• Shared parking
• Public parking
• Mixed-use development
• Shuttle
• Other TDM



ARTICLE 8
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

This article extensively covers signage, including:
• General standards

• E.g., Digital signs are prohibited
• Coordinated Sign Plan

• When there are multiple signs in a 
development

• Alternative Sign Plan
• Option for creative signage via Special Permit

• List of Prohibited Signs 
• Requirements for Various Types of Signs



ARTICLE 8



ARTICLES 9-12
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

These articles focus on process

• Article 9 covers the various review authorities 
(Village Board, Planning Board, ZBA, Historic 
Preservation Commission, Zoning Officer) and 
their responsibilities

• Article 10 covers application requirements

• Article 11 covers each of the various 
processes for the review authorities

• Article 12 covers nonconforming uses, lots, 
structures, and signs; provides a means to 
ensure that pre-existing non-conforming can 
be maintained 



ARTICLES 9-12
• Village Board: Amendments, Preservation District Designation, PDDs

• Planning Board: Site Plan Review, Special Permits (in most cases), 

• Zoning Board of Appeals: Administrative Appeals, Variances, Interpretation

• Historic Preservation Commission: Landmarks, Certificate of 
Appropriateness in preservation districts and landmarks

• Zoning Officer: Administrative Adjustment (minor deviations from standards 
to reduce need for variances)



ARTICLES 9-12
Zoning Code Table of Contents
1. General Provisions
2. General Definitions
3. Zoning Districts
4. District Standards
5. Uses
6. Site Development Standards
7. Off-Street Parking and Loading
8. Sign Regulations
9. Review Authorities
10. General Procedures
11. Zoning Applications and Approvals
12. Nonconformities
13. Attainable Housing
14. Incentive Zoning
15. Enforcement

These are specialized articles that do not fall 
under other articles

• Article 13 requires a percentage of units larger 
multifamily developments to be “attainable” 
for working class wages. 
• For developments > 10 units, 10% of units 

restricted to households at 80% of area 
median income.

• Article 14 is adapted from the existing zoning 
code to incentivize various amenities and 
benefits to the Village in exchange for relaxing 
certain requirements

• Article 15 covers enforcement issues 
(violations, code compliance, etc.)



Thank You!

DISCUSSION
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