
Residential Driveway 
Approaches 

A permit shall be obtained from the Community Development Department with acknowledgement of the requirements 

set forth below BEFORE starting construction.  Acknowledgement of requirements can be a confirming email or phone 

call; no onsite pre-construction meeting is needed unless the street has been overlaid.  Call Community Development 

24 hours in advance to schedule an inspection prior to pouring concrete. Photo verification shall be sent after pour is 

sealed/completed in order to final box out application; the project will not pass without photos.  

Specifications: 

• Concrete shall be C-4 or m-4 mixture. 

• Base material must be undisturbed soil or compacted 3/8” minimum subgrade material (sand or pea gravel are 

NOT acceptable).  

• Approach shall be separated from street at back of curb with full-depth foam expansion joint; fiberboard is not 

acceptable.  

• Street-to-approach joint must be sealed with concrete joint filler (Sikaflex, Vulkem 45SSL). 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Development  

1900 NW 114th ST 

Clive, IA 50325 

Phone: (515) 223-6221 

 

Public Works          

Engineering Department 

2123 NW 111th ST 

Clive, IA 50325 

Phone: (515) 223-6221 

Approach: The portion of a residential driveway located within the right-of-way 
(often between the sidewalk and street), including any portion of the street which 
has been altered from original street construction for the purpose of establishing 
said driveway.  
 
Box out: Any portion of the approach that extends into the street beyond the back 
of curb. May be separated by cuts or joints or monolithic in nature.  

If the approach stops at the 

back of the curb, approach 

tear out can stop at this 

point and poured back the 

same way; no box out  will 

be needed.  

If existing driveway extends outward into the street beyond back of curb, a new 

box out will be required and must be poured separately.  If all requirements set 

forth below have not been met, the approach may be subject to tear out! 

• A minimum 24” street cut is required. 

• #4 deformed epoxy coated rebar 30” on center is required the length of the 

street cut.  

• Reinforcing material shall not extend through back of curb line.  

• 2- ¾” smooth epoxy coated dowels are required the width (min 24”) of the 

street cut from the back of curb.  

• The street cut, curb, gutter, and approach                                

       must be poured back separately with either a C-4 or m-4 mixture.  

• Expansion joints on all four sides of the driveway sidewalk are required.        
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