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FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK

This is the “Spring” issue of the Dialogue, but it’s 
only February. I hope everyone takes advantage of 
the extensive year-round recreation opportunities in 
this wonderful place we call home. So far, we’ve had 
several great days of skating in West Park, but not 
much snow. With or without snow, Lake Forest Open 
Lands’ 900+ acres of naturally conserved open space 
provides year-round opportunities for communing 

with the natural beauty of Lake Forest. Together with the Middlefork Savanna, 
Prairie Wolf and our City parks, Lake Forest has over 2,000 acres of open 
space within its borders. Please be sure to enjoy it!

This is my penultimate Mayor’s letter, so it seems appropriate to look back 
on the past four years since I was first elected. In spite of covid lock downs, 
vaccine shortages, social turmoil and the horrible crimes committed in Highland 
Park this past July Fourth, Lake Forest has held together and prospered. We 
have enjoyed a strong real estate market, welcomed over 1,300 new families 
into our community, attracted ten new restaurants, completed several large, 
critical infrastructure improvements at limited cost to our residents, stabilized 
our public safety pension funding obligations, resolved critical weaknesses in 
our Parks and Recreation facilities, approved 12 new senior cottages, made 
our City’s fortress balance sheet even stronger, enhanced our outstanding City 
Staff, and kept our property tax rates well below any of our neighbors. This is 
the legacy of good government and excellent management from which Lake 
Forest has benefited for so many decades. The entire City government works 
in the best long-term interest of all Lake Forest residents, as true volunteers in 
the service of our neighbors. It has been a great honor to have been chosen 
to work within this excellent organization for the past thirty years. I will miss the 
Mayor’s $10 salary, but am sure there will be other ways to serve! Thank you for 
your confidence in me. 

Have you made your first 2023 trip to the Compost & Recycling Center? 
While it seems rather pedestrian, based on community surveys this is one of 
our most cherished City services. For our many new residents, and for the 
veterans, the Recycling Center is profiled on the following pages. Details 
about what they will take (there’s not much that they won’t!) and the very 
accommodating staff attendants, are provided later in this issue. It’s another 
Jewel in our City full of treasures.

In this issue is a spotlight on our state-of-the-art water plant, and the 
dedicated people who run it. This is an unheralded marvel that uses cutting 
edge filtration technology to deliver “bottled water” quality to our taps. A 
few years ago, the City spent over $12 million to upgrade the plant and add 
capacity, so the days of “Sprinkler Free Mondays” should be gone for good. 
The water plant, though mostly taken for granted and rarely seen, is one of our 
greatest assets.

Spring is just around the corner – I promise!
- Mayor George Pandaleon
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Despite the chilly weather on the last day of 2022, an outdoor spot 
in Lake Forest welcomed scores of visitors. They arrived in all types of 
vehicles that Saturday to dispatch of old electronics, fraying shoes – 
even Christmas wreaths. A City of Lake Forest worker wearing a yellow 
jacket helped them figure out whether to toss their odds and ends in 
bins or garbage trucks. Others headed to the southern end of the 17-acre 
property to dispose of yard waste. 

What is this place where even aging grills and unwanted fireplace 
shovels can find a temporary home? It is the Compost & Recycling Center 
off of Route 60 – affectionately referred to as “the dump” by long-time 
residents.

Opened in 1988, the center is one of only three among North Shore 
towns. Compared to its counterparts in neighboring Lake Bluff and 
Winnetka, the Lake Forest facility handles the largest variety of materials. 
During the busy seasons, such as spring cleaning and fall cleanup, the 
center can see up to 500 vehicles per weekend day. To get in, they must 
have a Lake Forest sticker on their windshield; possessing a driver’s 
license with a Lake Forest address is not enough to be granted entry. 

Compost & Recycling Draws Loads of Discarded Materials 
-- And a Few Regulars
B Y  D A V I D  A .  F .  S W E E T

David A. F. Sweet is the Executive Editor of the City’s Lake Forest Love blog. 
Kim Piekos also contributed to this article.

(Continued on next page)

Center of 
Attention
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Time flies by – it’s nonstop activity 
throughout the day. I enjoy chatting  
with residents, especially the ones  
who recognize me from collecting  
garbage in their neighborhood.

Lake Forest residents dropped 
off 965 tons of refuse in 2021, up 
nearly 16 percent since pre-covid 
days. This included 60 tons of 
cardboard, a significant increase 
prompted by increased online 
shopping. The Compost & Recycling 
Center also collected 1,850 tons 
of yard waste, 165 tons of scrap 
metal, 45 tons of electronics and 
eight tons of textiles and shoes. 
One trip to the center is allowed per 
day per resident, unless the Public 
Works Department has granted an 
exception.

Where do all of the items end 
up? Some stay local: for example, 
plastic bags get recycled by Jewel 
in Lake Forest. Others are shipped 
across Lake County: refuse and 
construction debris, for example, 
head to a landfill in Zion. And some 
items are even trucked across state 
lines, such as electronics, which are 
recycled in Indianapolis.

This year, there is a new offering: 
Lake Forest residents can bring their 
batteries and old cell phones to 
the center to be recycled. Batteries 
include single-use alkaline batteries 

- Juan Aguirre, Maintenance Worker II in the City’s Sanitation Section

Though one might think hanging 
out around orange traffic cones and 
hulking bins isn’t the most appealing 
atmosphere, there are regulars who 
stop by.

“Some folks come over in the 
morning, bring a cup of coffee or 
a soda to the attendant, and enjoy 
some conversation,” said Brian 
Pogachnik, Sanitation Supervisor 
for the City of Lake Forest, who 
oversees the center. “Our guys get 
to know them by name.”

One of those is Juan Aguirre, 
who has worked at the center with 
others in the Sanitation Section for 
four years.

“Time flies by – it’s nonstop 
activity throughout the day,” Aguirre 
said. One of Aguirre’s favorite parts 
of working at the center is chatting 
with residents, especially those 
who recognize him from his route. 
“Sometimes they bring my favorite 
drink (Coke),” he added.

Before covid hit, the center 
averaged 25,000 visits a year. Since 
the pandemic began, that number 
jumped more than 30 percent to 
33,000 visits a year. 

“It became something that a 
resident could do outside when 
everything was shut down inside,” 
explained Pogachnik, who noted his 
crew added more garbage trucks 
and bins to absorb the increase. 
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and rechargeable batteries. They 
should be taped or bagged before 
being deposited at the center. 

There is good reason this new 
program has been initiated. When 
batteries are thrown in the trash and 
end up in landfills, they leak toxic 
chemicals that can get into aquifers 
and water supplies, endangering 
humans and animals. Only four 
percent of alkaline batteries and 
less than five percent of lithium 
batteries are recycled currently.

Lake Forest teen Riya Bhatia 
came up with the idea. How 
did she get it implemented? 
Bhatia approached Reagan 
Walsh, the City’s staff liaison to 
the Lake Forest Environmental 
Sustainability Committee. The 
committee welcomed Bhatia’s 
interest in setting up a battery 
recycling program in Lake Forest.
Together with Green Minds, a local 
organization aimed at making 
Lake Forest and Lake Bluff more 
sustainable communities, the City 
added batteries to the list of items 
that can be recycled at the center. 
Lake Forest’s Pogachnik also 
provided his expertise in setting up 
the program.

“I want my peers to know that if 
something is concerning them or 
feels out of their control, they are 
capable of making a difference by 
doing one seemingly small thing,” 
Bhatia said. “Go for it and stick to it. 
If you persevere, you can make  
a difference.”

Quick Quiz
What is not accepted at the 
Compost & Recycling Center?

A. Broken holiday lights
B. #6 plastics
C. Plastic bags

Answer below.

Answer: B. #6 plastics aren’t accepted, but #1-5 and #7 are!

Like this story?  
Find more like it on  
Lake Forest Love.
Lake Forest Love is the 
City’s blog where we curate 
the amazing stories of our 
community, shine a light on 
them, and share them back with 
you. Visit LakeForestLove.com 
today!

PLANNING A VISIT TO THE 
COMPOST CENTER? 

Here’s what you need to know:

• To use the Center, please display 
a current Lake Forest vehicle 
sticker. Driver’s licenses will 
not be accepted as proof of 
residency. 

• Residents may drop off yard 
waste, unwanted household 
items, batteries and old cell 
phones, metal cans, glass, 
plastics (#1-5, 7), plastic bags, 
newspapers, magazines, 
corrugated cardboard, and office 
paper for recycling. 

• Unacceptable items include 
appliances with CFCs, asbestos, 
paints, chemicals, tires, and food 
waste. 

• Commercial contractor use and 
commercial or rented vehicles/
trailers are not allowed.

• Residents can drop off two cubic 
yards (a pick up truck bed worth) 
of material junk/garbage per 
weekend day.

Winter Hours (Dec. 1-Mar. 14) 
Saturdays, 8 am-3 pm 

Summer Hours (Mar. 15-Nov. 30) 
Saturdays, 8 am-5 pm 
Sundays, 9 am-5 pm 

For more information, please  
call the Sanitation Section at  
(847) 615-4264 or visit 
cityoflakeforest.com/CompostCenter.
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What’s

Happening
Comprehensive  
Plan Update
Central Business  
District Chapter

The initial public engagement 
efforts for this initiative are 
completed. Public comments 
were invited through one on one 
interviews, small focus groups, an 
online poll, and at a public workshop. 
To date, there have been over 1,500 
unique visits to the project website 
LookingForwardLakeForest.org

Over 550 responses were  
received to the online poll and  
more than 130 people attended  
the drop in workshop in December.  
A virtual workshop is available on  
the project website.

A summary of the public 
comments received is being 
compiled and an initial draft 
of the updated chapter of the 
Comprehensive Plan as it relates 
to the Central Business District is 
being prepared for discussion and 
refinement by the Working Group. 
Key themes coming out of the 
public input include:

• Assure that changes respect the 
character, quality and history of 
the Central Business District.

• Be mindful about future density.

• Support a variety of businesses 
in the Central Business 
District, recognizing that retail 
businesses alone cannot sustain 
the district given the changing 
nature of retail.

• Enhance the pedestrian 
amenities, improve walkways, 
lighting, landscaping and 
gathering areas.

• Consider how to encourage 
additional residential units in 
the Central Business District at 
appropriate locations to help 
support restaurants, stores and 
service businesses.

The Working Group is expected to 
finish its work in February and from 
there, the update will be forwarded 
to the Plan Commission for formal 
public hearings which will provide 
additional opportunities for public 
discussions.

6
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Fee Changes 
for 2023

On December 5, 2022, the City 
Council approved changes to 
the City’s fee schedule. Fees are 
reviewed annually by operating 
departments to reflect the cost of 
providing the associated service 
and rates charged by comparable 
communities.

A summary of significant changes 
are as follows:

• Eliminated Animal Licenses: 
Beginning in 2023, the City 
will no longer require Lake 
Forest residents to purchase 
licenses for dogs and cats. 
Based on resident feedback 
and discussions with multiple 
departments, the City decided 
to discontinue pet licenses. 
Lake County also requires 

2023-24  
Vehicle  
Stickers
Don’t Forget to Get Yours! 

If you want to visit Forest 
Park Beach or drop items at the 
Recycling & Compost Center, you 
need a Lake Forest vehicle sticker! 
Lake Forest residents need to 
purchase a sticker for all vehicles.

The current 2022-23 vehicle  
sticker featuring the Lake Forest 
Garden Club expires on April 30, 
2023. Beginning in late March, 
purchase your 2023-24 vehicle 
sticker at cityoflakeforest.com/
VehicleStickers or in the Lake 
Forest Now App. Vehicle stickers 
must be purchased by April 30 and 
displayed by May 1 to avoid a late 
fee and an ordinance violation. 

Renewal notifications will be sent 
in late March. If you have opted 
for emailed renewal notice and 
you don’t receive your emailed 
notification, please remember to 
check your spam or junk folder. 
Residents enrolled in the State of 
Illinois Benefit Access Program may 
qualify for one discounted vehicle 
sticker. Residents who are 65+ 
years of age, or disabled, and meet 
minimum income requirements may 
be eligible. To obtain a discounted 
vehicle sticker, you will be required 
to show proof of enrollment in 
the Benefit Access Program. 
Applications will not be accepted  
as proof of enrollment. To apply  
and for more information, please 
visit cbrx.il.gov. 

The 2023-24 vehicle sticker 
honors the Lake Forest Library’s 
125th Anniversary. Stay tuned to the 
Library website, lakeforestlibrary.org,  
for fun events and celebrations!

Sign up for Weekly 
eNews
Want weekly updates about 
upcoming projects and 
events happening in the City 
straight to your inbox? Sign 
up for our Weekly eNews! It’s 
similar to this newsletter but 
more frequent. Get started at 
cityoflakeforest.com/eNews.

animal licenses and the City’s 
license was duplicative. Lake 
Forest Police would like to 
remind residents that, pursuant 
to the Lake County, IL Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 172, every 
dog and cat older than four 
months residing in Lake County 
must be vaccinated against 
rabies and be registered.

• Water Utility Fees: The City’s 
water and sanitary sewer utility 
is self-supporting and receives 
no property tax or general 
fund revenues. Fees charged 
must be sufficient to cover all 
operating, capital and debt 
costs. Effective May 1, 2023, 
water rates will be adjusted for 
the quarterly customer charge 
and consumption that exceeds 
60,000 gallons in a quarter.  
The adjusted rates are projected 
to increase costs for an average 
household by $33 for an entire 
year.

• Ambulance Transport Fees 
will be adjusted effective May 1, 
2023 to reflect increased costs 
for providing these services and 
to align more closely to average 
charges across the Chicago 
metropolitan area.

• Golf Course Fee changes 
effective January 1, 2023

• Boating and Beach Fee changes 
effective February 1, 2023

• Fitness Center Fee changes 
effective May 1, 2023

If you have any questions,  
please contact Claudia Austin  
at austinc@cityoflakeforest.com  
or (847) 810-3622.

RENEW ONLINE OR IN THE APP 
Did you know many City items can 
be renewed online, in the Lake 
Forest Now App, and by mail? 
Vehicle stickers and parking permits 
can all be renewed online. Visit 
cityoflakeforest.com/Finance  
for details.
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Join Our Team
We’re Hiring

Explore a career with the City 
of Lake Forest! Whether you’re 
a college student looking for 
a part-time job summer job, 
or you’re ready to kick-start a 
career in public service, we post 
various employment opportunities 
throughout the year for all the 
departments that keep the City 
clean, safe, and fun. Find current 
openings at cityoflakeforest.com/
careers or by calling (847) 810-3533.

Lake Forest 
101
A Four Session Series  
on Local Gov

After a successful session last 
fall, Lake Forest 101 is back again 
this Spring! From a deep dive into 
the City’s budget process to a tour 
of development projects, Lake 
Forest 101 provides residents an 
in-depth look behind the scenes of 
how the City functions over a four 
session series. Whether you’re a 

Election  
and Voting
City Clerk

The Consolidated Election will be 
held on Tuesday, April 4, 2023 and 
includes the election of Township, 
Municipal, Park District, Library 
District, School District and Fire 
District officials.

Registered voters can log on to 
LakeVoterPower.info to find voter-
specific districts, elected officials, 
candidates, sample ballot (when 
available), and early and Election 
Day voting sites. It also allows you 
to request a Vote by Mail ballot. 

City Hall (220 E Deerpath) serves 
as an early voting site from Monday, 
March 20 through Saturday, April 1, 
2023. All Lake County voters can 
vote at City Hall.

Early Voting Hours:

Monday- Friday: 9 am to 5 pm 
Saturday: 9 am to 2 pm  
Sunday: Closed

Find more information at 
cityoflakeforest.com/VoterInfo.

Spring Ward 
Meetings  
in April 

Ward Meetings are a chance to 
learn about upcoming projects and 
initiatives and connect with your 
Aldermen.

Save the date for upcoming Ward 
Meetings:

Ward 1:  Tuesday, April 18 at 7 pm 
Ward 2: Tuesday, April 25 at 7 pm 
Ward 3: Tuesday, April 11 at 7 pm 
Ward 4: Thursday, April 13 at 7 pm

Wondering what Ward you live 
in? Find your Ward, Aldermen, 
and other property information 
at cityoflakeforest.com/
CommunityPortal.

passionate community member, 
or someone aspiring to serve on a 
Board, Commission, or an elected 
role, all are welcome. This year’s 
series takes place on Tuesday 
evenings throughout the month of 
May, with limited space available. 
Learn more at cityoflakeforest.com/
LakeForest101.
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Keeping  
You Safe
Fire Department

Ever wonder how the Fire 
Department would access your 
home during a medical or fire 
emergency if all doors and windows 
are locked? Here are a few options 
that won’t result in physical damage 
to your property. 

1. Purchase a 
residential Knox-
Box directly from 
Knox Company.
The Residential 
Knox-Box is a high-
security key safe 
designed to give 
local emergency 
responders access 
to single family 

homes. With a Residential Knox-Box 
installed, emergency responders 
can respond quickly, without forcing 
entry. They simply remove your 
entrance key stored inside, provide 
medical assistance and re-lock your 
door when they leave. 

Let’s Play
Deerpath Park 
Synthetic Turf  
Athletic Fields

The design engineering to 
convert the existing athletic fields 
at Deerpath Community Park to 
synthetic turf is complete. Over 
the last seven months, an Advisory 
Group with representatives 
from varying backgrounds and 
perspectives consulted with staff 
and project engineers on the 
design aspects of the plan. The 
City Council has supported the 
Advisory Group’s recommendations 
for field size, evaluation criteria to 
select field system materials (player 
safety, environmental sensitivity, 
playability, maintenance demands, 
and durability), and a Conceptual 
Vision Plan to guide long-term 
planning for Deerpath Park. City 
Council will consider funding 
project construction later this 
spring. For the latest information, 
please visit cityoflakeforest.com/
AthleticFieldImprovements.

2. Share garage and door codes.
While the Fire Department prefers 
a key on location like the Knox-Box, 
garage and door codes can be 
entered into the Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) as an alert. The Fire 
Department will see the alert on the 
Apparatus Computer System when 
responding to your home. Find the 
form at cityoflakeforest.com/PAP. 
With Smart911, you can provide 9-1-1 
call takers and first responders with 
the critical information you want 
them to know in any kind  
of emergency.

When you call 9-1-1, your Smart911 
Safety Profile displays on the 9-1-1 
screen, and the 9-1-1 call takers 
can view your addresses, medical 
information, home information, 
description of pets and vehicles, 
and emergency contacts. You 
can provide as much or as little 
information as you like.  
Learn more at Smart911.com.

Contact Jamie Nixon at  
nixonj@cityoflakeforest.com or  
(847) 810-3867 for more information.
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FREE PAPER SHREDDING EVENT 
ON SATURDAY, APRIL 22

The Sanitation Section is hosting a 
FREE Shredding Event on Saturday, 
April 22 from 8:30-11:30 am at the 
Municipal Services Building (800 N. 
Field Drive). This event is open to 
Lake Forest residents only. 

Residents may bring their private 
documents to be safely and 
securely destroyed. According to 
consumer.gov, tips on protecting 
identity theft include:

• Not using passwords that are 
easy to guess and incorporating 
numbers and signs

• Not giving out your Social 
Security number or personal 
information

• Not leaving your mail in the 
mailbox for a long period of time

Consumers should shred any 
papers that contain personal or 
medical information.

Please note that there is a four-
box (a box is considered to be about 
the size of a standard copier paper/
office box) limit and that any plastic 
paper bindings should be removed. 

For more information,  
please contact Jim Lockefeer  
at lockefej@cityoflakeforest.com  
or (847) 810-3542.

Working  
for You
Public Works 
CAPITAL PROJECTS PREVIEW

2023 will be another big year for 
Capital Improvement Projects!  
We’re grateful to be able to invest  
in these projects to make Lake 
Forest a great place for current and 
future generations. As of right now, 
here are the main projects being 
planned for the year:

• Forest Park Bluff: installation 
of a bluff retaining wall to begin 
after Labor Day, expected 
completion by Memorial Day 
2024

• Rockefeller / McCormick / Loch 
Ravine Repairs: ravine repairs to 
three different yet nearby areas 
in the Villa Turicum subdivision 

• Washington Road Ravine 
Improvements: ravine area 
adjacent to Washington Road 
just north of Rosemary Road

• Elawa Parking Lot Resurfacing 
and Expansion: resurface the 
existing parking lot as well as 
exploring options for additional 
parking 

• Ahwahnee Road Storm Sewer 
Improvement: replacement of  
an undersized storm sewer pipe 
with a sewer that will meet newer 
storm drainage standards in 
order to improve the drainage 
along Ahwahnee Road and 
Ahwahnee Lane between 
Deerpath Road and  
Ahwahnee Lane

• Sir William Lane Watermain 
Replacement: replacement  
of the entire watermain on  
Sir William Lane

Additionally, there will be asphalt 
street resurfacing, patching, and 
concrete street repairs, as part 
of the annual programs. While 
impacts will vary for each project, 
there will likely be increases in 
traffic and changing traffic patterns 
to accommodate the work. We 
appreciate your patience while 
we work to update the City’s 
infrastructure. 

For more information, 
check out the construction 
map at cityoflakeforest.com/
ConstructionProjects. 

HYDRANT FLUSHING
Beginning in April, Water & Sewer 

staff will flush the City’s fire hydrants 
to remove accumulated sediment 
build-up. Flushing the hydrants 
improves water flow and quality 
throughout the water main system.

You may experience lower than 
normal water pressure and a short 
period of water discoloration 
during flushing and shortly 
thereafter. Though the water may 
be discolored, it is safe to drink.  
However, until the water runs clear, 
it is advisable to avoid washing 
clothes, especially white fabrics. If 
any rust stains appear on your wet 
laundry, do not dry your clothes. 

Once the hydrants in your 
neighborhood have been flushed, 
you should run cold water either 
from your basement’s utility sink or 
from a hose outside. This will flush 
any rusty water out of your water 
service line. Never run warm or hot 
water immediately after a hydrant 
has been flushed, as this could 
result in sediment getting into your 
hot water heater.

If you need additional information, 
please call the Public Works 
Department at (847) 810-3543.
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Water Plant
CITY SPOTLIGHT

Located behind an impressive 
gate along Lake Road, the Water 
Plant building blends right in. But 
don’t let that fool you; this place is 
pumping.

Dedicated to providing healthy 
water to Lake Forest residents, the 
Water Plant has a team of eight 
dedicated Water Plant Operators. 
Water Plant staff have a multitude of 
responsibilities that they undertake 
to ensure Lake Forest residents are 
provided clean and healthy water. 
This includes oversight of the Water 
Plant’s membrane filtration systems 
and the monitoring of the City’s lift 
stations and elevated water tank. 

Additionally, Operators spend 
significant time ensuring that 
all the necessary, and very 
important, Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) and 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) reports are 

completed on time and accurately. 
As a 24/7 operation, there is always 
somebody at the Water Plant 
providing important oversight and 
services.

The Water Plant draws raw water 
from Lake Michigan through buried 
24- and 42-inch pipes that extend 
up to three quarters of a mile into 
the lake. That water is pushed 
through ultrafiltration membranes 
and is pumped to residents as 
demand requires. The City installed 
the state’s first cutting-edge 
ultrafiltration system at the plant 
in 2004. Nearly 900 five-and-a-
half-foot-high canisters holding 
15,000 fibers each filter between 
five million to ten million gallons 
of water per day during summer 
months and two million gallons per 
day in the winter. The filtered water 
is then pumped throughout town via 
finished water pumps. 

Answer: C. 1.2-1.4 billion gallons

To learn more about the 
City’s Water Plant, please visit 
cityoflakeforest.com/WaterPlant. 
There you will find even more 
information, including the Water 
Plant’s Annual Water Quality Report. 
This annual report details where our 
water comes from, what it contains, 
and the risks our water testing and 
treatment are designed to prevent.

cityoflakeforest.com/WaterPlant

Learn more at

Quick Quiz
How many gallons of water 
does the Water Plant filter and 
pump on an annual average 
basis?

A. 300-500,000 million gallons 
B. 750 million-1 billion gallons 
C. 1.2-1.4 billion gallons

Answer below.
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Spring 2023  
is Happening
Parks & Recreation 

We are excited to offer spring 
programs and events that bring 
together the community, create 
family memories, and provide 
opportunities to enjoy our parks, 
facilities, and Lake Forest traditions. 
Register early – programs have 
been filling up quickly.

WE ARE HEADING INTO MARCH 
WITH A ROAR!

• Summer Camp Resident 
Registration opens online and 
in-person on Tuesday, March 7  
at 8:30 am. We offer camps 
for every child: traditional day 
camps, biking, dance, art, sailing, 
sports, and more. Our 2023 
Summer and Camp Guide will 
be available online on February 
1 and will arrive in mailboxes in 
mid-February.

• Saturday, March 4 is Flannels 
& Flapjacks: Mother & Son 
Pancake Breakfast. Put on your 
flannels and come out for a 
hearty breakfast and lumberjack-
themed activities and crafts.

• Baseball & Softball House 
Leagues: If you have an aspiring 
baseball or softball player, league 
registration is open, and play  
starts in April. 

• Saturday, March 11 is Lake 
Forest Dance Academy’s 
Passion to Dance concert at 
the Gorton Community Center. 
This spectacular dance concert 
showcases LFDA’s talented 
Performance Company Dancers.

SHOW US THE BUNNY!  

• You Got Egged on March 25 is 
one of our new (and popular!) 
traditions. The Bunny will “egg 
your yard” for an impromptu egg 
hunt for the kids. 

• Saturday, April 1 is our traditional 
Egg Hunt Eggstravaganza, held  
at Deer Path Middle School. 

• Register for Bunny Baskets,  
and on Wednesday, April 5,  
the Bunny will hand-deliver  
treat-filled baskets to your kids!

From April showers to May flowers, 
spring is a great time to be outdoors 
and enjoy our amenities that include: 

• Deerpath Golf Course:  
The Lawn opened last summer 
and is a world-class experience 
offering putting and short-game 
chipping practice for the serious 
golfer and a fun “after-golf”  
putting experience for kids, 
families, and group outings.  
Check it out this year!

• Did you know that Lake Forest 
is home to almost 200 acres of 
developed parks, 11 miles of bike 
trails, and over 20 miles of nature 
and walking trails? 

• Forest Park Beach, the crown 
jewel of Lake Forest, is spectacular 
any time of the year and opens for 
the season with staff on May 27. 

As a staple in the community for 
over 75 years, we are proud to be 
your first choice for fun in Lake Forest. 

Register for programs and events  
at LFParksandRec.com 
(847) 234-6700
FB & Instagram: @lfparksandrec

12
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A Home Away 
from Home 
for Youth
CROYA

CROYA (Committee Representing 
Our Young Adults) is the community-
based youth organization for all 
7th-12th grade students who live 
or go to school in Lake Forest, 
Lake Bluff, and Knollwood. CROYA 
core values - Acceptance, Respect, 
Empathy and Accountability - 
ensure a welcoming environment 
for youth. 

HERE’S WHAT IS COMING UP  
AT CROYA

 The CROYA Bowl Fundraiser 
Saturday, February 11, 3-5:30pm

CROYA is kicking off the new year 
with an exciting fundraiser called the 
CROYA Bowl! On Saturday, February 
11, the day before the Super Bowl, 
come to the CROYA Student Union 
from 3-5:30 pm for live music, food, 
family friendly activities, youth 
testimonials, online auction, raffles 
and more! A few of the priceless 
auction items include:

• LFHS Senior Parking for  
the 2023-2024 School Year

• DPM Graduation Tickets  
and Parking

• Spring and Fall 2023 Retreat 
V.I.P.

• 6th Grader Golden Ticket entry 
to CROYA

• Ride to School in a Police Car

 After School Drop-In 
Monday, 2:30-5:30 pm 
Tuesday-Friday, 3:30-5:30 pm

 Middle School Youth Meetings 
Tuesdays, 4-4:30 pm

 High School Youth Meetings 
Wednesdays, 7-8 pm

 Middle School Cooking Club 
Thursdays, 4-5 pm

 Middle School Ski Trip to  
Wilmot Mountain 
Friday, February 17, 9 am-6 pm 
(Permission Slip Required)

 High School Spring Retreat 
March 17-19 at Camp Henry 
Horner 
(Registration begins on 
Wednesday, February 16 at 10 am)

CROYA.com
(847) 810-3980 
Sign up for the monthly 
E-Newsletter at CROYA.com
Instagram: @CROYALFLB
Facebook: @CROYALFLB1980

More Than 
Card Games 
Dickinson Hall
100 E. Old Mill Rd.  
(847) 234-2209 

Sure, cards are available (and 
fun and challenging). But Dickinson 
Hall offers far more than that—
everything from trips and special 
events to fine arts and crafts, music, 
lifelong learning, and fitness and 
health programs. Just check out 
these examples:

• Special Events. There is always 
something happening at 
Dickinson Hall, monthly parties 
coming up include Bingo Soup, 
and a Mardi Gras party. 

• Trips. Let our bus do the 
driving. Upcoming trips include 
Shakespeare Theatre, A Chorus 
Line, the Holocaust Museum and 
Potawatomi Casino. Let’s not 
forget the Gourmet Trotters and 
Girls’ Night Out!

• Programs. Dickinson Hall also 
offers amazing lectures, music 
appreciation, fitness, and health 
programs.

• Transportation. There is 
transportation available for Lake 
Forest and Lake Bluff residents 
who need assistance getting to 
appointments, grocery shopping, 
and much more within the area.

• Social Services. Dickinson Hall 
has resources to assist you and 
your aging parents. Connecting 
with our Senior Advocate, 
Jennifer Raines, gives you the 
opportunity to tap into her vast 
resources to help you maneuver 
effortlessly through life’s many 
changes. 

Stop by and get to know us!
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Beauty  
and Grace 
Lake Forest 
Cemetery
1525 Lake Rd.
(847) 615-4341
lakeforestcemetery@
cityoflakeforest.com 
cityoflakeforest.com/Cemetery

CEMETERY LOTS AND NICHES
The Lake Forest Cemetery offers 

a beautiful and a dignified resting 
place for Lake Forest residents 
consistent with preservation of the 
Cemetery’s historic landscape. The 
Cemetery Commission is committed 
to providing elegant, tranquil, and 
environmentally sensitive burial 
space now and well into the future. 
Burial options include conventional 
casket graves and options for the 
burial of cremated remains, both in 
a park-like or monument sections 
along with available lots for the 
construction of private mausolea. 
In addition, The Memorial Gardens 
at Lake Forest Cemetery is an 

Read Between 
the Ravines 
Lake Forest Library

Lake Forest and Lake Bluff 
libraries are proud to present their 
joint nonfiction reading program 
called Read Between the Ravines.

• Join us in reading a sharp, 
honest, and unnerving 
examination of the shadows 
that colonial history casts 
over attempts at cross-cultural 
solidarity: “An Indian Among 
Los Indígenas: A Native Travel 
Memoir” by Ursula Pike.

• The book is available to borrow 
or place on hold at Lake Forest 
Library.

• Attend book-related events 
across our two communities in 
March. This year’s events are 
also presented in support of 
Native Voices, lfola.org/native-
voices.

• Meet Ursula Pike during the 
signature author event on Friday, 
April 14 and the memoir writing 
workshop on Saturday, April 15.

• For details and past titles, visit 
ReadBetween.org.

above ground columbarium for the 
inurnment of cremated remains 
in a garden setting reflecting the 
Cemetery’s founding principle 
that nature helps to console the 
bereaved and inspire the living.

To learn about the various 
interment selections and to 
arrange a “no-obligation” 
appointment to review available 
options, please contact the 
Cemetery Gatehouse at (847) 
615-4341 or lakeforestcemetery@
cityoflakeforest.com.

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
Spring clean-up at the Cemetery 

will begin Wednesday, March 1 or as 
soon as weather permits. Families 
who wish to save their winter 
decorations should remove them 
prior to March 1. Cemetery staff 
ask that families please limit new 
decorations during the clean-up 
period, as they may be damaged by 
equipment or cause injury to visitors 
and staff. If you have any questions 
regarding decoration guidelines or 
the spring clean-up season please 
call (847) 615-4341.
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Shout Out
Contest Winner

 Congratulations to Gerrie Ward for 
correctly guessing the species of all 
three entryways shown on the back 
of the Winter Dialogue and winning 
our “How Well Do You Know Lake 
Forest Entryways” contest! The 
locations from top to bottom are: 
Lake Forest College, Lake Forest 
Cemetery, and Market Square 
Court. Flip to the back to enter this 
season’s contest!

Green Tips
Environmental 
Sustainability
COMPOST AT HOME

Composting is one of the easiest 
and greenest things we can do, 
and the rewards are tremendous. 
Composting frees up space in our 
landfills, turns food scraps into 
healthy soil, helps prevent plant 
diseases, reduces the need for 
fertilizers and chemicals, conserves 
water, and reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions. Lake Forest residents 
can purchase an Earth Machine 
Home Composter from the City 
for $55 (compared to over $100 at 
most retailers). The Earth Machine 
includes a handbook with assembly 
instructions, tips for how to 
compost, what to compost, and how 
to use the compost. Typical items to 
compost include fruit and vegetable 
scraps, coffee grounds and filters. 
To place your order and have the 
Earth Machine delivered to your 
home, call (847) 810-3543 or visit 
cityoflakeforest.com/EarthMachine.

COMMUNITY SOLAR
Have you joined the 200+ 

households in Lake Forest that have 
registered on the City’s community 
Solar wait list through the North 
Shore Community Solar Program? 
Are you interested in supporting 
renewable energy and saving on 
your energy costs? There is still 
time to register for the program, 
made possible through a joint 
initiative with the Metropolitan 
Mayors Caucus and neighboring 
communities, to support solar 
energy and save 20% on your 
energy supply costs without the 
need to install or maintain solar 
equipment on your property. There 
is no upfront cost or obligation 

to join the wait list. Learn more 
about this opportunity by visiting 
NorthShoreCommunitySolar.com.

APRIL IS EARTH MONTH! 
Join us for a variety of Earth 

Month activities including 
community events, games, and 
challenges throughout the month of 
April. Stay tuned for more details at 
cityoflakeforest.com/EarthMonth.

CELEBRATE ARBOR DAY
Did you know The City of Lake 

Forest has been recognized as 
Tree City USA for 42 consecutive 
years? This designation confirms 
the City’s commitment to preserving 
its trees. To promote the continued 
greening of Lake Forest, the City is 
providing free Norway and Black 
Hills Spruce tree seedlings starting 
on Thursday, April 20. Seedlings 
will be available while supplies last 
at various locations around town, 
visit the website for more details. In 
celebration of Arbor Day, we invite 
you and your family to learn about 
and celebrate our urban forestry! 
Visit cityoflakeforest.com/TreeMap 
to locate and identify the parkway 
tree species adjacent to your 
property. 

#SUSTAINABILITYSUNDAY 
Looking for more environmental 

sustainability tips? Follow  
@CityofLakeForestIL on Facebook  
and Instagram for a weekly 
#SustainabilitySunday post 
highlighting ways you can 
incorporate sustainable practices 
into your daily life. Email  
cityhall@cityoflakeforest.com if 
you have any thoughts on what 
we could be posting to increase 
sustainability awareness!



16

10
Trivia Night at the History Center
History Center of Lake Forest-Lake Bluff, 
lflbhistory.org
6 pm

11
The CROYA Bowl Fundraiser
CROYA Student Union, CROYA.com
3-5:30 pm

Calendar

MARCH

FEBRUARY

4
Flannels & Flapjacks: Mother & Son  
Pancake Breakfast
Rec Center Gymnasium, lfparksandrec.com
9 am

5
Oscar Shorts
Gorton Center, gortoncenter.org
11 am and 6:30 pm - Animation | 1 pm and 8:30 
pm - Live Action | 3:30 pm - Documentary

4
Oscar Shorts - Documentary
Gorton Center, gortoncenter.org
11 am

7
Lake Forest Parks & Recreation  
Summer Camp Resident Registration Opens
In person and online at lfparksandrec.com
8:30 am

8
Indigenous Connections to the Land:  
Indian Burial Grounds & New Discoveries
History Center of Lake Forest-Lake Bluff,  
lflbhistory.org
7 pm

21
LF/LB Community Safety Series: Fentanyl
Deer Path Middle School, cityoflakeforest.com
7 pm

11
Lake Forest Dance Academy’s  
Passion to Dance Concert
Gorton Community Center, lakeforestdance.com
7 pm

23, 24, and 25
Lake Forest High School Talent Show
Lake Forest High School, lakeforestschools.org
7 pm 

1
The Weird & Wonderful World with Mary Roach
Lake Forest Library, lakeforestlibrary.org 
7 pm

28
LF/LB Community Safety Series:  
Critical First Aid
Deer Path Middle School, cityoflakeforest.com
7 pm 
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APRIL

21
‘April Foolishness’ Pop-Up Comedy Club
Gorton Center, LFLBchamber.com
7-10 pm

29
Lake Forest College presents Shop I-POP!
Gorton Community Center,  
lakeforest.edu/community
9 am – 12 pm

28 & 29
Novel Affair
Ragdale, ragdale.org
4/28 at 6 pm, 4/29 at 5 pm

There’s a lot happening There’s a lot happening 
in Lake Forest this spring!in Lake Forest this spring!
VIS IT  CITYOFLAKEFOREST.COM/CALENDAR FOR A WHOLE LOT MORE. 

1
Spring Brunch & Egg Hunt
Elawa Farm, elawafarm.org
11:30 am-3:30 pm

1
Egg Hunt Eggstravaganza
Deer Path Middle School Yard, lfparksandrec.com
9 am

14
An Evening with Ursula Pike
Lake Forest Library, lakeforestlibrary.org
6:30 pm

29
“Grow a Garden” Family Theater Show
Lake Forest Library, lakeforestlibrary.org
2 pm

22
FREE Paper Shredding Event
Municipal Services Building,  
cityoflakeforest.com
8:30-11:30 am
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Lake Forest 
Open Lands 
Association
350 North Waukegan Road
lfola.org

Lake Forest Open Lands 
Association (LFOLA) is an 
independently funded conservation 
and education organization devoted 
to preserving and stewarding local 
natural landscapes and ensuring 
that all are welcome and able to 
fully experience nature. 

For the last 56 years it has been 
LFOLA’s privilege to preserve, 
restore and maintain over 900 
acres of the highest quality native 
landscapes remaining in Illinois, 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

including prairies, savannas, 
woodlands, wetlands, ravines and 
lakeshore – all right here in our 
community!

As your local conservation 
organization, LFOLA truly offers 
something for everyone! Stop 
by the Conservation Campus to 
check out the native demonstration 
garden. Join LFOLA year-round for 
a simple walk in nature and learn 
how to bring the benefits of nature 
home at one of many immersive 
programs or events: plant and tree 
sales, eco-restoration workdays, 
guided bird watching, school and 
children’s programs, guided hikes, 
Conservation Cocktail lectures, and 
more. On Sunday, September 24 
the community will gather for a final 
summer send-off at the popular 
Bagpipes & Bonfire family event. 

New this year! LFOLA is offering 
the first motorized outdoor 
wheelchair in Illinois to those with 
mobility challenges so they can 
participate in programs or explore 
nature on their own.

Come and explore 16 miles 
of hiking trails at our 7 nature 
preserves, open 365 days a year. 
Lake Forest residents and LFOLA 
members use the QR code for 
information on parking at our 
newest preserve, The Jean and 
John Greene Nature Preserve at 
McCormick Ravine.

Visit lfola.org or sign up for the 
e-newsletter for the most up to date 
information on preserves, programs 
and events.

18
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Mayor  
George A. Pandaleon
(847) 373-9857 
pandaleong@cityoflakeforest.com

City Manager
Jason C. Wicha 
(847) 810-3676 
wichaj@cityoflakeforest.com

1st Ward Aldermen
James (“Jed”) E. Morris 
(224) 330-9593 
morrisj@cityoflakeforest.com

Nancy P. Novit 
(847) 615-7029 
novitn@cityoflakeforest.com

2nd Ward Aldermen
Melanie K. Rummel 
(847) 514-7909 
rummelm@cityoflakeforest.com

Edward (“Ted”) U. Notz, Jr.
(847) 830-6689 
notze@cityoflakeforest.com

3rd Ward Aldermen
Jim Preschlack 
(847) 234-1950 
preschlack@cityoflakeforest.com

Ara Goshgarian 
(847) 494-8766 
goshgariana@cityoflakeforest.com

4th Ward Aldermen
Raymond P. Buschmann 
(847) 615-2572 
buschmannr@cityoflakeforest.com

Eileen Looby Weber 
(847) 489-9894 
webere@cityoflakeforest.com

CITY FACILITIES
For All City Departments:
(847) 234-2600 
cityoflakeforest.com 
cityhall@cityoflakeforest.com

City Hall  
220 E. Deerpath  
Monday - Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm

Municipal Services Center
800 N. Field Dr.  
Monday - Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm

Public Safety Building 
(Police and Fire Departments)  
255 W. Deerpath 
Call 911 for all emergencies   
Non-emergency: (847) 234-2601 
Lobby Hours:  
Monday - Saturday, 8 am - 6 pm

Recreation Center
400 Hastings Rd.  
(847) 234-6700 
Front Desk Hours:  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5 pm   
Saturday, 8:30 am - 2 pm 

CROYA
400 Hastings Rd. 
(847) 810-3980 
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Stirling Hall Art Center 
60 E. Old Mill Rd.  
(847) 810-4688  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Dickinson Hall
100 E. Old Mill Rd. 
(847) 234-2209  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm

Compost & Recycling Center  
1381 W. Kennedy Rd. 
Winter Hours (Dec. 1-Mar. 14) 
Saturday: 8 am - 3 pm 

Lake Forest Cemetery  
1525 N. Lake Rd.  
October - April, 8 am - 4:30 pm  
May - September, 8 am - 8 pm

Cemetery Gatehouse  
520 Spruce Ave. 
Call (847) 615-4341 for appointment

Postage-Free Mail 
Postage-free mail to all City 
departments and City officials 
can be deposited in the white 
drop boxes on Bank Lane north of 
Westminster and in the Telegraph 
Road Train Station parking lot.

City Meetings
CITY COUNCIL 
Mondays, 6:30 pm: 2/6, 2/21 (Tuesday), 3/6, 3/13 (workshop at 5 pm),  
3/20, 4/3, 4/17, 5/1, 5/15
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Mondays, 6:30 pm: 2/27, 3/23, 4/24, 5/22
BUILDING REVIEW BOARD 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm: 2/1, 3/1, 4/5, 5/3
PLAN COMMISSION 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm: 2/8, 3/8, 4/12, 5/10
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm: 2/22, 3/22, 4/26, 5/24
Meeting dates subject to change. Find agendas and minutes for all  
Boards and Commissions at: cityoflakeforest.com/PublicMeetings

City Information
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We’ve opened up The Dialogue. Now let’s keep the conversation going. Tell us what you think about this 
newsletter at cityoflakeforest.com/DialogueSurvey. Here are some places you can connect with us to 
keep the dialogue going:  

Based on recommendations from the City’s Environmental Sustainability Committee, we’ve been working to 
incorporate more sustainability elements into new projects. Can you name the sustainable elements pictured 
here? Bonus points if you can identify where they’re located.

Identify the sustainable elements featured above and qualify to win Lake Forest swag (and bragging rights). 
We’ll draw from all correct entries to select one lucky winner! Send entries to cityhall@cityoflakeforest.com 
by March 13. The winner will be announced at a City Council Meeting this spring.

Let’s continue the conversation.

How Well Do You Know  
Sustainability in Lake Forest?

@cityoflakeforestil         @cityoflakeforestil          LakeForestNow        LakeForestLove.com       EnjoyLakeForest

Website cityoflakeforest.com      Email cityhall@cityoflakeforest.com      Phone (847) 234-2600

220 E Deerpath 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 ECRWSS

LF LFL


