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THE CITY OF

LAKE FOREST
TO: Chairman Grinnell and members of the Historic Preservation Commission
DATE: September 25, 2024
FROM: Abigail Vollmers, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: 333 N. Green Bay Road - Fencing for a Previously Approved New Home

PROPERTY OWNERS PROPERTY LOCATION HISTORIC DISTRICTS
Joshua and Jayme 333 N. Green Bay Road Green Bay Road Local &
O'Donnell National Register Historic
35 N. Aberdeen Street District

Chicago, IL 60607

PROJECT REPRESENTATIVE

Bruce Everly and Joel Balentyne, Midwest Arbor Corp
1700 Holian Drive

Spring Grove, IL 60081

SUMMARY OF THE PETITION

This is a continuation of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to approve the
fencing for a previously approved new single-family residence and attached garage,
landscape, hardscape, and exterior lighting on a vacant lot. Construction of the
previously approved house is underway on the site.

The residence and overall site plan were approved at the July 26, 2023 Historic
Preservation Commission meeting, and the landscaping, hardscape, and lighting were
approved at the April 24, 2024 Historic Preservation Commission meeting. Consideration
of the fencing was continued by the Commission in April in order to allow the petitioner
to conduct further study of the fence style in relationship to neighboring property
fences, the driveway address pillars, and the openness requirement on the design of
the fence.

As described in the petitioner’s original statement of intent, the proposed residence was
inspired by the work of architect ke Colburn. The design of the house is contemporary
and is intended to be simple in massing and detailing with a modern material and color
palette. The fencing materials submitted by the petitioner are included in the
Commissioners’ packet.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

The property is located on the east side of Green Bay Road, just south of the
intersection with Pembroke Drive. The property is Lot 1 of the Voiney Foster Re-
subdivision, a two-lot subdivision approved in 1997. Lot 2 of the subdivision is
immediately east of the petitioner’s property and is a lot in depth without street
frontage. This property is developed with a three-story Georgian-style primary
residence built in 1898. Both lots are heavily wooded and share a single curb cut and
driveway.




Staff Report and Recommendation —
333 N. Green Bay Road Page 2 of 4
September 25, 2024

The property at 333 N. Green Bay Road is 1.64 acres in size with a 50-foot conservation
easement along the entire west side of the property line. This easement was
established to maintain the wooded streetscape character along Green Bay Road
and is required to remain vegetated using good forestry practices. Direct access to
Green Bay Road from Lot 1 is prohibited on the recorded plot. The existing driveway
that runs along the north side of the property for 335 N. Green Bay Road will become a
shared driveway with this property.

STAFF EVALUATION

Overview of Site Plan

The proposed residence is sited at an angle generally in the center of the property. A
short driveway is proposed from the existing shared driveway along the north. Inside
the gate a square motor court is located in the front of the home with a curved
driveway providing access to the east facing three-car garage. A stone patio and
inground pool are proposed on the south side of the residence. The overall site plan
was previously approved by the Commission.

Fencing and Pillars
A fencing system with three types of fence material is being proposed for the property.

Streetscape Fence — Green

At the west property line, along Green Bay Road, a 4-foot-tall metal picket fence with
posts and caps and a top rail is intended to run the full length of the property and will
be 3 feet back from the property line as required by the Code, and 8'-10" off the Green
Bay Road sidewalk. There are two options for this custom designed fence, Option |
which has closely spaced pickets and Option 2 which allows for more openness
between the pickets. Option 2 is recommended as it provides greater openness.

At the driveway entfrance, the existing address pillars are incorporated into the fence
design with a stepdown panel between the pillar and the fence addressing one of the
comments previously raised by the Commission.

Front Yard Fence - Blue

At the north side of the property, setback from the north property line and running
parallel to the house and motor court, a simplified more modern version of the 4-foot-
high black metal fence is proposed. The driveway has a 20-foot-wide driveway gate,
anchored on each side by a 4.5-foot-high brick pillar. The fence style is in keeping with
the house and is more modern without metal posts and top rails but relates enough with
the fencing along the streetscape to blend. Another set of brick pillars is equally
spaced from the gate posts. The one to the west is used as the meeting point of the
two metal fence types (blue and green) at the 50’ setback line of the conservancy
easement line.

Privacy Fence - Red and

A privacy fence is the third fence type (red) and runs along across the southern
property edge, and along the full distance of the east property line. This is a natural
cedar fence in a more fraditional style. The proposed fence height is 6-feet-high.
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A painted version (pink) of this same é-foot-high cedar privacy fence closes off the
back yard along the west building line and parallel to the house on either front side
completing the requirement for fencing around the pool. This proposed paint color is

gray.

Findings

A review of the Historic Preservation standards in the City Code is provided below. As
appropriate, findings in response to the standards are offered for the Commission’s
consideration. Since the subject of this petition is fencing not all of the standards are
applicable. The applicable standards are highlighted in grey.

Standard 1 - Height.
This standard is met. The height of the fences complies with the Code.

Standard 2 - Proportion of front fagade.
This standard is not applicable fo this petition.

Standard 3 - Proportion of openings.

This standard is mostly met. By lowering the fence from é feet high to 4 feet high, the
opacity of the fence is concentrated at ground level providing better visibility to the
vegetation beyond. Option 2 with greater opacity is 37.278% open as drawn and
recommended by staff. While this does not meet the 80% openness requirement for the
lot subdivision, the additional two feet of unobstructed view to the vegetation honors
the intent to preserve the wooded character of the Green Bay Road streetscape.

Standard 4 - Rhythm of solids to voids.

This standard is met. The balance of solids to voids in the fence proposed along Green
Bay Road is generally consistent with some of the other fences along the streetscape.
The lower height of the fence makes it unique to the surrounding fences and allows the
extensive plantings in the Conservation easement to be visible from the street.

Standard 5 - Rhythm of spacing and structures on streets.
This standard is not applicable to this petition.

Standard 6 — Rhythm of entrance porches.
This standard is not applicable to this pefition.

Standard 7 - Relationship of materials and textures.
This standard is met. Metal fencing and natural cedar are materials fraditionally used

within the historic district.

Standard 8 - Roof shapes.

This standard is not applicable to this petition.
Standard 9 - Walls of continuity.

This standard is not applicable to this petition.
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Standard 10 - Scale.
This standard is not applicable to this petition.

Standard 11 - Directional Expression of Front Elevation.
This standard is not applicable to this petition.

Standard 12 - Preservation of historic material.
This standard is not applicable to this petition.

Standard 13 - Preservation of natural resources.

This standard is met. The lower fence height along the Conservation Easement fulfills
the original intent of the easement by keeping the wooded character and dense
plantings visible along the Green Bay Road streetscape.

Standard 14 - Compatibility.

This standard is met. The style of the fence proposed along Green Bay Road provides a
transitional look that works with the brick pillars existing at the driveway enfrance and
the fencing styles of the surrounding properties while maintaining its own distinctive look.
The lower height also differentiates it from the other fences along the streefscape
allowing the wooded character of the Conservation Easement to be more visible.

standard 15 - Repair to deteriorated features.
This standard is not applicable to this request.

Standard 16 - Surface cleaning.
This standard is not applicable to this request.

Standard 17 - Integrity of historic property - Reversibility of Additions and Alterations.
This standard is not applicable to this request.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Public notice of this petition was provided in accordance with the City requirements
and practices. Notice was mailed by the Community Development Department to
surrounding property owners and the agenda for this meeting was posted at various
public locations. As of the date of this writing, no public comment has been received.

RECOMMENDATION
Grant a Cerlificate of Appropriateness approving the fencing plan as reflected in
Option 2 at 333 N. Green Bay Road subject to the following conditions of approval.

1. Plans submitted for permit must reflect the project as presented to the
Commission. Any refinements made in response to direction from the Commission, or as
the result of final design development, shall be clearly called out on the plan. Staff is
directed to review any changes, in consultation with the Chairman as appropriate, to
determine whether the modifications are in conformance with the Commission’s
direction and approval prior to the issuance of any permifs.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION APPLICATION FOR A

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

PROJECT ADDRESS 333 Green Bay Road

APPLICATION TYPE

RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS COMMERCIAL PROJECTS
/1 New Residence [] Demolition Complete | [[] New Building [] Landscape/Parking
] New Accessory Building [[] Demolition Partial [0 Addition/Alteration [] Lighting
[0 Addition/Alteration [ Height Variance [ Height Variance (] Signage or Awnings
[] Building Scale Variance ~ [] Other [ Other O

HISTORIC DISTRICT OR LOCAL LANDMARK (leave blank if unknown)

O East Lake Forest District @ Green Bay Road District O Vine/Oakwood/Green Bay Road District
Local Landmark Property
or District O Other

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION ARCHITECT/BUILDER INFORMATION

Joshua and Jayme O'Donnell ~ Bruce Everly / Joel Balentyne

Owner of Property Name and Title of Person Presenting Project
35 North Aberdeen Street Midwest Arbor Corp.

Ouwner's Street Address (may be different from project address) Name of Ferm
Chicago, IL 60607 B 1700 Holian Dr.
_Cz'ty, State and Ztp Code Street Address

~ Spring Grove, IL 60081

Phone Number Faz Number City, State and Zip Code N
joshua.odonnell@outlook.com
Jjaymemm@outlook.com 815-675-6766 B

Email Address Phone Number Fax Number

joel.balentyne@midwestarborcorp.com
Email Address

DocuSigned by:
| desla B DovanedL  Oed B
Owner’s Sz BOE0ATFSTDETAFA... %resentative'x Signatury _Architect/ Builder)

The staff report is available the Friday before the meeting, after 3:00pm.

Please email a copy of the staffreport OOwNER [ REPRESENTATIVE

Please fax a copy of the staff report OOwner [ REPRESENTATIVE

1 will pick up a copy of the staff report at

: OOwNER [0 REPRESENTATIVE
the Community Development Department
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