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Buckingham County
Planning Commission
March 20, 2023

At a meeting of the Buckingham County Planning Commission held on Monday March 27, 2023
at 6:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco meeting room, located within the Buckingham County
Administration Complex, the following members were present; John Bickford, James D. Crews
I11; Steve Dorrier; Joyce Gooden, Pete Kapuscinski, Stephen Taylor and Board of Supervisor
Danny Allen. Also present were Nicci Edmondston, Zoning Administrator, and E.M. Wright, Jr.,
County Attorney. Ashley Shumaker was absent.

Re: Call to Order, Quorum Present, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman John Bickford called the meeting to order. Joyce Gooden gave the invocation, James
D Crews led the Pledge of Allegiance and it was said by all who were in attendance. Chairman
John Bickford certified there was a quorum- seven of eight members were present. The meeting
could continue.

Bickford: That brings us to approval of the agenda. Nicci, is there any changes to the agenda?
Edmondston: I'm only aware of one change. Mr. Chairman, we will have just one speaker for
presentation. | believe the other speaker was unable to do that this evening. Okay, very good.
Seeing that do | have a motion to approve.

Gooden: So moved.

Allen: Second.

Bickford: | have a motion and a second. All in favor, raise your right hand. Okay, agenda is
accepted. Approval of minutes we have February 27 regular meeting minutes. Do have a motion

to approve?

Commissioner Gooden moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the
Commission to approve the agenda.

Crews: Make a motion to approve.
Dorrier: Second.
Bickford: Have a motion and a second to approve as presented, any discussion? All in favor,

raise your right hand. That passes. That brings us to the public comment period. Nicci, do we
have people signed up?
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Commissioner Crews moved, Commissioner Dorrier seconded and was unanimously carried
by the Commission to approve the minutes as presented.

Edmondston: We do. Yes, sir. Mr. Chairman, we have four. The first one is Catherine
Thimnakis. Followed by Paul Barlow.

Bickford: Okay, very good. If you want Ma'am, all the speakers please come to the front just
gave you name, address, got three minutes.

Catherin Thimnakis: Catherine Thimnakis Glenmore district, Patty road near the Jerusalem
Baptist Church Blessed are we who care for our neighbors published in the Farmville Herald as
neighborhood alerts on patty road are harmful spectacles publicly outing local tire hoarders
presenting many dangers may this never happened again. No way no where know how. We do
not know these people and should respect their dignity as responsible Christians. Tomorrow
Tuesday act. First please go to the shack with tires close to the road. That barn could collapse at
any time. If by fire burning tires are lethal chemicals deadly. My questions v dot station nearby
Do they have the authority to protect the road and their station? Questions? The reason why no
local authorities are acting and things are worsening, as read in the newspaper is because there
are no experts. Hoarding tires on family properties are not uncommon, can only be handled by
coaches with specialized methods for resolution. Consider that there may be family members
trapped in need of rescue. Consider fires from lightning and power line breakages or just a
cigarette under enormous pressure, as is this public spectacle infuriating, they're nearby
neighbors, violence could be triggered. We understand that in the depths of overwhelming
symptoms. They cannot clear out their family properties and move forward with their lives.
Instead, without coping skills consumed by social disgrace. They tell themselves that it's all for
the good. That living and working this way is positive, quite urgent because as group, as a group
bonded together, fixated on tires, they could become despondent, compelled to harm themselves
and others. Experts in crisis intervention is what works. Yes, this will cost the county but
becomes a permanent resource, deterring future incidents. Stop procrastinating.

Bickford: Thank you, ma'am.
Edmondston: Paul Barlow followed by Hedi Berthoud.

Paul Barlow: Good evening, Paul Barlow district five pond road. Me and my neighbors are
getting concerned about this growing tire heap near our houses. There's probably about over
1000 tires out there. It's | guess it's a it's an unzoned tire disposal plant as well as he's burning
them at night to glean the steel belts from them. | know that he's breaking a couple of Virginia
laws here. One is that you need a special permit to have over 100 tires. And if you have over 500
That's a Class C felony. I know there's at least 1000 Maybe 2000 tires out there. And we see
deliveries of more tires show up every week. I reset to the DEQ in Richmond. lady's name is
Marcy CroneMeyer and we had a back and forth with emails. And | gave her the address, which
was the 2600 block a patty road. And and she thanked me and she told me that the case is being
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handled by Andrew Peel and our solid waste folks. They have conducted several site visits and
are actively working with the residents to bring the issue to compliance. We were out there again
just last week. So I guess this is an ongoing thing. And it's not stopping. So perhaps attention
needs to be drawn towards it. Something needs to be done about this. I recall back in 2002, in
Roanoke, this guy he had 160 acres and to make ends meet he would collect old tires from
dealerships and just throw them down into his ravines and I have a feeling and he was he was a
poor person, and | have a feeling that this might be the same thing. | don't know who these
people are, but they seem pretty poor. But it's not a legal way to make a living, especially with
burning at night. That's that's illegal. So And what ended up happening in Roanoke was they had
a brush fire and then the tires caught on fire took almost a month to pull them out. But then again
though, they're in Roanoke, we're talking about a lot more tires than this but by my estimate,
there's at least a couple 1000 tires out there. So you know, we'd like to know what's been going
on with it. Okay because it continues to grow. Thank you.

Bickford: Thank you sir.
Edmondston: Hedi Berthoud followed by Marie Flowers.

Hedi Berthoud: Hello, my name is Heidi Divya Berthoud and I live in district five. Thank you
for inviting me to speak at your next metallic mining work session on April 19. As you the
planning commission give authority to Rob Lanham to organize the presentations for the
industries work session. | am willing to organize the next representation to your work session. |
have been in conversation with experts who have a different perspective than industry and
regulatory and who have been directly involved with successful mining reforms in this country
and around the world. They are willing to zoom in to the work session for their presentations and
g&a. Two of them are one is biophysicist and consultant Steve Emerman. Specializing in
groundwater and mining his presentation to the state agency Committee last May is available on
the Virginia energy gold webpage. Jan Morell is a tamp tailings campaign manager at earthworks
she works with communities around the world directly affected by dangerous tailings storage
facilities. Jan and Steve and others co-authored safety first guidelines for Responsible mine
tailings management. We're in conversations with experts from Wisconsin who were involved
with creating the moratorium that was eventually called prove it first, we will reach out to Bill
Hopkins, a professor at Virginia Tech and chair of the National Academy of Sciences study on
the impacts of gold mining on Virginia, and Patrick Fanning attorney with the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation, who was on the state agency committee as was Jordan miles. At the last hour and a
half work session we heard mostly from the mining industry and a wee bit from the state
regulatory agency Virginia energy we heard about industry's needs and wants to stay the course
to carry on as is. We heard about the good paying jobs and the taxes paid to the county and state
and about mining minerals that we use every day, we can thank them for bringing these benefits
to our world and benefits need to outweigh the risks in any choices in life. | did not hear about
the so called externalized costs of doing business, the true costs that we all pay for and forever
poison water, air, land and effects on our health, safety and local and regional economies. | heard
talk of responsible mining, there are good and bad mining operators. A reason given for mining
here was because we can do it better than other countries that employ child labor. mining
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projects here will not stop that bad behavior elsewhere. | heard no offer of solutions from them
as to how to protect this county in the state of Virginia from the ravages of the metallic mining
industry. What did you hear? the state study on the impacts of gold mining and Virginia tells us
clearly that our regulations won't protect us. | think it's very important to hear from voices that
have been hard at work creating new ideas and solutions to these very big problems. Can we
count on you to welcome them to Buckingham County? Thank you.

Bickford: Thank you ma’am.

Marie Flowers: Hello, Marie flowers their district. I'm here because | heard that at the next work
session. The citizens will not have a chance to do public comment. And | know probably most of
you have not been to all of the gold meetings. And one of the most important things that I'd like
to point out to you is in one of the early gold meetings, somebody from the state said there are
not enough people to enforce the regulations. So no matter how good the regulations are, if there
are no people, enough people to enforce the regulations. It's an | keep thinking of the massy mind
disaster. I know it didn't happen here. But the that mine had many, many violations. And it
should have been closed down. Well, it was after 27 men were killed there. And the the owner of
the mine should have been put up for murder. In my opinion. We also talked to David Spears
about Kyanite, and he never mentioned anything that we need to be concerned about, about
Kyanite. And | wish he had, you know, spoken to us earlier. But anyway, the state does not have
enough people to enforce the regulations. And that it, I think that is very, very important. We
don't want to put anybody out of business because they are using chemicals or minerals that

it could be banned. We don't want to put anybody out of business. | mean, the big thing, the big
pollutant now is these tires. But we need to think of the welfare of the people first. And who's
gonna enforce the, the regulations. And remember that when you when you hear everything, it's
not that we're trying to put anybody out of business. We want our people to be safe. Thank you.

Bickford: Thank you, ma'am.

Edmondston: That's all.

Bickford: Okay. I'll close the public comment period that brings us to old bussines. See that we
have no business at this time on the docket. Okay. Brings us to new business. See we have same
thing.

Edmondston: No new business or old bussiness at this time.

Bickford: Very good. All right, brings us to your reports.

Edmondston: The building permit report. It's always for informational purposes. It's the same

one presented at the month prior to the board supervisors and | do not have anything as zoning
administrator this evening.
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Bickford: Okay. Commission matters and concerns. We do not have the second speaker but we
do have one which is Mr. Bush. So I'm will introduce you sir to come on up to the front there if
you would just state your full name and address and we'll turn it over to you.

Paul Bush: Paul Bush 5134 Cartersville Road New Canton, Virginia. Buckingham resident
owner operator of the Moss mine in Goochland. Going to fill you in a little bit on my mining
operation. | remind and reclamation, the state of Virginia had 440 old metal mines gold mines in
particular. A lot of people don't know that the old timers lost 50 to 60% of their gold in their
tailings. At the same time, they were losing Mercury because that's what they were using to catch
the gold. I reprocessed that material using the same EPA guidelines which they suggest soil
washing, which is the same way you catch gold and soils. The other thing that | do is when the
old timers went underground, they had themselves in wood cribbing to keep the ground from
collapsing. All of that is coated with creosote, which is another carcinogen pollutant, | reopened
those old shafts and clean all of that out. And there's also gold left down there and silver as well.
The other part of that is in those old shafts is a lot of the mining acids that haven't been dealt
with. So when | reprocess that process, that material, all those mining acids now come on into
my tailings pond, where it's then treated with baking soda to kill the mining acids off and
neutralize everything. So I'm dealing with a number of pollutants, you know, underground,
excessive Mercury above ground which makes its way to the waterways. The stuff underground
because Virginia's clay doesn't go very far. It stays right there. It's encased they can't go
anywhere. To give you an idea of the mercury that's there. On Shannon Hill Road in Goochland.
There were six mines, gold mines that were there. USDA estimates that 55 tractor trailer loads of
mercury were used on that route. Now spread that out over 440 mines in Virginia. And that's a
lot of mercury that was used in the state 47 mines here in Buckingham. Remining and
reclamation is one of the what I guess you would classify as responsible mining methods. There's
plenty of metals there that we need, they need to be recommended and cleaned up. So why not
marry the two. And that was my business model coming into it. Because there's the metals that
the old timers lost. Now you're going back to 1800s 1900s, gold was $18 or $30 an ounce,
nowhere near what is valued at today, when they were underground, running these veins, there
was a lot of stone that they were pulling out, that didn't assay high enough for them to bother
running, they would have lost money, they didn't have the ability to do what we do today. So
they already had gold losses in their system. Now on top of that, they just didn't have the
equipment to run tonnage. They were processing on average about 20 tons every 24 hours, | can
process 100 tons an hour. That's the difference. Larger mines can do far more. So those values in
that stone that they thought was garbage to them, is now out there in big piles, that | can go
process rerun, and it's profitable. So | can make a profit, the property gets cleaned up state can
take one off the list. landowner gets, you know their property cleaned. Now they can sell it
there's no issues. The state has one that's cleaned up, they don't have to worry about it. It doesn't
cost the taxpayers anything. | do everything on my own. There's like | said considerable amount
of mercury there. | don't know if any of y'all have any questions on any of that.

Kapuscinski: I'm sorry. Why don't you tell us a little bit about how you reclaimed the mercury
and what you do with it.
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Bush: Well, that's where | was going next. | just didn't know if anybody has any questions on
that. My entire process is gravity separation. There's no chemicals used. Chemicals like cyanide.
And some of the other acids that may be used in mining operations are really only intended for
really small gold. Typically, it's the biggest mines in the world. The gold that they're mining, you
can't see with the naked eye. That's what Cyanide is typically used for. Cyanide has a very short
half-life. It erodes quickly, it oxidizes and it evaporates. Larger gold that just can't sustain the
time it would take to dissolve it. So I use sluices. And | have centrifuges that they're just
basically big boxes with a big turntable inside that spins at 3000 rpms. The equivalent of if you
go on aride at a amusement park that spins in a circle, you get stuck to the side, it raises the
specific gravity of all the material inside that unit spinning. Gold already being 19 times heavier
than anything else in the environment, clings to the sides, everything else leaves, Mercury is 17
times heavier. Mercury and gold are attracted to each other. So in my system, | cause a lot of
turbulence to get everything to mix. So | utilize the mercury to my advantage because now the
mercury going through the system, prior to my catching it is now bonding with gold that I
normally couldn't catch that makes the mercury heavier. So it's easier for me to catch it all. So |
don't lose any out of my boxes to centrifuges. | also have jigs out there if | need them. But
everything is full gravity processed, no chemicals at all. And it's a 40 foot long six foot diameter
trommel barrel with beaters in it that spin slow, and it just beats the material up. And that's the
soil washing method that is preferred and recommended by the EPA because the mercury will
bond to the soils. So unless you put it through a real good scrubbing process, you won't get it all
to break free. Once it's broken free it'll stay free as it goes through the system because it's in the
water. So everything is stratified and floating. Now you can separate it all out. And that's
basically the gist of how everything comes apart. Stone is screened off and run separate. But
make no mistake by definition even though I remine and reclamation, I am a gold mine. I'm the
only permanent gold mine in the state of Virginia. So even though | reminded reclamation, there
is no definition to differential keep me from a regular gold mine. By permit, | am an open pit
goldmine. There's no differentiation between me and any other open pit gold mine. I'll give you a
if nobody has any questions on that. I'll give you a big picture in Goochland county real life
scenario that has every single concern every one has about mining. In one small little section, my
mine is 47 acres. Now | have mercury, | have the underground workings were creosote, where
they went down to the 235 foot level. | also have on this property it was core drilled a number of
years ago was our late 80s. There were 62 core drills samples taken on that 47 acres. There is a
house to the left of me and a house to the right of me. The house to the right of me is actually a
man that's on the planning commission for Goochland County, was also one of my biggest
advocates. On either side of them is another gold mine on each side of them with all the same
contaminants, underground workings, the mercury, everything is there as well. Across the street
is the old trillium Mine. All of the same contaminants that was also core drilled, I believe in the
early 80s To the tune of 100 and some odd holes that they had core drilled there. The 700 acres
behind me which is connected to me is I'm in the process now of permitting that one as well. All
of the same contaminants with the addition of, prior to Virginia energy or previously DMME
coming into existence. A man by the name of Hans Huber was at that permitted and was doing
some exploratory. He had 200 foot pits that he had dug there. And he had a cyanide leach pit
there. That property the front half of it consisting of about 69 acres, they drilled 49 holes
exploratory on that section of the property. The cyanide leach pit that he had is only 500 feet, it
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was recommended. So it's no longer there. It's only 500 feet from where that neighbors well is.
Now with all of that contamination around those two houses. Both wells test fine. And | don't
mean in parts per billion, that's acceptable. They test perfectly clean. Largely because we're clay.
Clay is impermeable by water. It's one of the best filters. If it's underground, it's encased in clay,
it goes nowhere until I go and remove it and clean it. So our soils are actually one of our greatest
assets, keeping the old mines under control. Otherwise there'd be a much larger problem than
what we have talking about today. So that's a real life example of all of the things that
everybody's concerned about with mining right there in approximately what would be about 300
acres. And the mine across the road that tellurium spans almost a mile of that road. It was the
biggest gold mine in Goochland. All of those were gold mines. Mainly the ones that have the 55
tractor trailer loads of mercury.

Kapuscinski: Going back to the mercury, Mr. Chairman, back to the mercury you explained
how it was a value to you what happens to the mercury, what do you do with it?

Bush: When the old timers would do it, this was another issue with the mercury that they had
and why they blew through so much. The mercury, Mercury and gold are attracted to each other.
They amalgamate together. You retort it off or you burn the mercury off, they would burn it into
the air. Well then just like water, it condenses. It rains back down. So then you just spread it all
over the place. When 1 get it, | have the gold the mercury all combined. I have a retort system,
which basically looks kind of like a mini version of a liqueur still. The mercury in the gold
amalgamation goes into the into the pot. The heat heats it up, the mercury evaporates and
mercury will evaporate at room temperature through the tube that it evaporates through. There's a
rag wrapped around it that's hanging in water wicking water up. As that mercury comes through.
It hits that wet rag it condenses and falls into a bucket full of water. Now I've got clean Mercury
clean gold in the retort system. I've got clean mercury in the bucket then it gets recycled out in
Virginia Beach at a recycling facility. Which has been the only way | found to be able to expose
it responsibly. Where I'm sure it goes into something else, unfortunately.

Kapuscinski: You find a lot of it?

Bush: There as of now, roughly about a half a five gallon bucket full. And most of that has been
test running because we've been upgrading the system as we've been going. But there have been
places where I've dredged streams, where I'd easily in three, four days pull out a five gallon
bucket full. When you get really hotspots, because it is so heavy, it sinks to the bottoms of the
stream. And it'll stay there until the water just slowly washes it down. Any questions on any of
that?

Kapuscinski: | have a bunch of questions.
Bush: Well, you always have questions. | figured I got through all yours already.

Kapuscinski: You know, full disclosure here. I've had conversations with Paul. But I will. He's
had some very interesting points of view. | don't know if we're out of bounds here. But I'd like to
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know whether or not you know, Aston Bay. And if you've got an opinion, may | ask that? Mr.
Chairman? is that is that....

Bickford: He's a speaker he can he can decline to answer if he chooses to.

Kapuscinski: Would you would you be willing to, you know, expound your opinion only on the
situation with Aston Bay and what they may be really looking for?

Bush: Ah, | won't get too into it. But I'll give you this. Yes, | know Ashton Bay, I've spoken to
them. What I'll tell you and when the National Academy did their report, they arrived at my site.
| spoke to them numerous occasions; | was part of the state committee. And what | told them at
the time was there are no deposits in the state of Virginia that are big enough. The State of
Virginia has been exploratory drilled, up, down, left, right and sideways. By some people that if
it was here, they would have found it. And they just don't exist. And | had made that comment to
them. And | said, they're just not here. Really good deposits, like what Ashton Bay have has
found, do exist, and they have been found before the quantity is just not there. They later in their
report, they quoted me again as saying it. And they had said after their review, when speaking to
a number of people, they agreed that deposits in Virginia just were not big enough. Now, could
they possibly find more? Yes, they could. But what they have right now, | know the big concern
is open pit. Well, just about every mine in the state of Virginia is an open pit. I'm considered an
open pit. I dig deep. | go after virgin stuff that was left behind. | have to everybody's got to make
money. | can't do it for free. But you have to do it responsibly. 1 open it up, I close it within the
same day, | don't leave anything open. But for their size deposit if you do the math, it would be
the equivalent is the analogy that I use for people that don't understand mining to kind of
understand what they have there. Virginia has veins, we don't have big ore bodies underground.
So if you look at their website and their vein and all their core samples that they've taken, yes,
the gold in that vein is phenomenal. ounce per ton. But it's 400 feet deep. Now if you can
imagine taking an Olympic sized swimming pool, drain it, but $100 bill on the bottom of that
pole and fill it with dirt. Now stick to regulation. And on a 45 degree angle of repose from all
four sides of that pool come down at an angle to that $100 bill. But you have to pay yourself and
a helper minimum wage. And you have to use a garden shovel to keep the scale fill five gallon
buckets and you have someone else dumping them off. Would you dig to that $100 Bill in that
Olympic sized swimming pool? | would hope not because you'd lose money. And that's exactly
what they would do doing that. The deposits just not big enough. The gold in it is big. They
wouldn't have any need for cyanide in the gold that they have there. It's of sizeable to be kept to
be caught with gravity. Same stuff | use centrifuges would work perfectly what they have there.
But the only way for them to actually make that vein viable is to find more of it in continuity
where it wasn't, you know, 200 yards the other way where they could shaft underground to get it
then it may become viable but then regulatory wise, you get into a whole nother can of worms
and costs where they'd have to shaft it and crib it to keep it from collapsing in on them, which is
very hard in the state of Virginia because a lot of what we have underground and you'll see it in
their drill reports they talk about sapper light. Sapper light is one of the things that surrounds a
lot of our veins, | have it on my mine. Sapper light was the biggest problem that the old miners
had. Because it absorbs water, it doesn't shed it. So it absorbs that water, and it starts to do what
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they called swimming. It's like flowing concrete, it gets extremely heavy, and it would cave in
their shafts. So they would have to crib out with something substantial to hold it back, which
would drive up the cost even further. So what they have now mathematically, they don't have
enough to go get it, they would have to find considerably more to go down there and get it. One
of the oddities about Virginia over other places, is in Virginia, the deeper you go, the gold
disappears. It fades out. | find veins on my place that were untouched at the old timers didn't see.
And I'll get down 15 feet gold's gone. Really good at the surface. 15 feet gone. There's just
nothing there. So we're a little bit of geological oddity in some senses. We're not like out west.

I know mining acid is another thing that everybody was concerned with. But that's nothing new
and mining. Guy spoke about it at the last meeting, he deals with it. I deal with it. It's really
elementary school science class, you mix a base with an acid, you neutralize it, it's not really
difficult. We have low sulfide veins here. Unlike out west where they're extremely high sulfide.
When | first opened my mine, | had hit one of the veins that was untouched. And | have a buddy
who's retired in Colorado who does assay. So | sent him off a 10 pound sample to assay and tell
me what was in it. And he called me up and he said, kid, I'm gonna refund your money. 1 said,
What do you mean, you're gonna refund my money, he said, you don't have any Pyrites In this.
He said, There's no gold. I said, Humor me and run it for me. If there's no gold, happy birthday.
So he calls me up late the next night, he says, I've never seen this before. You have no pyrites in
there, but the gold is good. It was three quarters of an ounce a ton. And no pirates because we're
low. Now, just because we're low so far, doesn't mean there's none. It's just not as potent, or as
big of a concern as most other places are. So you have to kind of compare apples to apples when
you're looking at that kind of thing. Because Virginia's geology is different. Now there's nothing
saying that if you had one of these big larger mines, they wouldn't get into a deposit that was
maybe more sulfide. But again, it's there's plenty of things in place. It's something that's always
dealt with. It's not something new. So there's, there's stuff in place for all of those scenarios, that
state mining inspectors and all my mining inspect when he comes out. He tests my water. And
everything always tests are good. And I just use baking soda. | use that just because it's better for
the environment. | use it on my garden and same thing that's in Tums, it does a job really well.
So there's things in place for that. It's not really that big of a concern if things are done properly.
I know there's some concern of you know, out of the US companies coming in and doing
different things, but they follow the same regs. And Planning Commission Board of Supervisors
has the ability to put stipulations on them, require a bond, require them to do certain things,
maybe above and beyond state regulation. When | went through that process in Goochland they
had certain stipulations they wanted. | mean, that's not really something that's out of the ordinary
to deal with. I know you got more. | can see it.

Kapuscinski: Let me just ask you this because you did deal with Aston Bay. They're Canadian
company | understand there's a large area in Canada that just opened up, excuse me for some
relatively valuable metals. And my question is Why wouldn't they be focusing there rather than
here? What what's their incentive for drilling here?

Bush: There's a lot of Canadian companies that come here to drill. There have been since my
mine opened, four that came to Goochland County, that we're doing exploratory drilling, they
were looking for properties to exploratory drill. Now, | can't speak to what Ashton Bay's doing
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or what their motives are. As they're talking to Tom, | know he legitimately would like to mine
it, he would like to have in mined. Now for him, that would just be finding a contract, he'd get a
percentage, but he's got a lot of money into it. But the gold mining industry is probably one of
the crookedest, you'll find. If you want to find a scammer, they're in the gold mining industry.
And | was taught by an old timer, whose father and grandfather were mining engineers in
Virginia. And he told me, he said, everybody that went out west, the man that made the money
was the man selling the shovel, not the miner using it. And it's right, he's true, you know.

So you can find some crooked people, because gold makes, you know, people do some funny
things. They see a little bit of gold and investors will start throwing money at it. And | was
actually told by one of those companies, because they had come out and asked me they wanted
my place, and they wanted 700 behind it. Well, I know why they wanted to 700 behind it,
because it has seven of the eight gold veins in Goochland County untouched. Because the old
timers never went underground. On that one. They did on one side, but not the other. In 1901, a
man by the name of Edmond bought it and he shut mining down. If | knew where his grave was |
bring him flowers tomorrow, because he left it perfect for me. | had asked him | said, Well, why
are you asking me for properties that have already been drilled? That makes no sense. I don't
understand that. And he said, Well, it's already been drilled, we know what we'll find. And | said,
Okay, well, that doesn't make any sense. He says it does when you're looking for investment.
We'll drill we'll find the investors will come and we can keep going. So they were looking for
investment in that case. So they wanted something already drilled to get their investment, get
their backing. Now, from what | understand, that particular company did do some exploratory
drilling, got their backing, and then went back to Canada and then went to the big goldfields
because now they had the money in the backing to play with the big boys back home. Now, I'm
not saying that's what Aston Bay is doing. They, I think legitimately want to mine it, or find
someone to mine it, because they've got a lot of money into it now. But not all companies are
like that.

Dorrier: Getting away from the goldmine a little bit, but how do you deal with Goochland
County with the planning commission? And what what's the process there that what do you have
to go through with it?

Bush: Probably the same things here. | had to have the, you know, | presented them the same
mining plan that | use for my mining permits with the state showed them the drawings, they had
certain stipulations on distances and times of working and that kind of thing. Most of which they
had waived, they had 1000-foot setback. So they didn't want me going within 1000 feet of the
nearest property lines. They had waived that. As far as using trucks and equipment. My
processing equipment had to stay in that 1000-foot buffer. But if there was contamination in an
area closer, go get it. And really, they didn't have much of a stipulation. They asked me if | was
going to use cyanide, which | was later told if | had said yes, they were going to shut that down.
They don't have anything on the books on it. But they just make that call on their own.

Dorrier: You have to get a special use permit?
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Bush: They call it conditional use. Yeah. | had to have county meetings and invite people with,
you know, from around the property lines, and everybody had to be within 1000 feet. But we
went out further because everybody's so spread out. But I had no resistance there was between
the two county meetings that | had for both properties. | think there was 194 people total that
showed up and actually got more places that wanted me to mine but | never got any resistance.
Everybody was on board with everything. Even the county was all on board with it. They just
wanted to make sure the process was going to be safe. But other than that there were no
concerns.

Allen: I'm just wondering, did you start off gold mining or did you start off cleaning the gold
mine?

Bush: With this one. Or in general and what I do in life?
Allen: Just you know just sounds like you're doing a lot of cleaning too not only digging.

Bush: I used to be in the corporate world. I got out of the corporate world and came to this the
mining and the cleaning go hand in hand. In order to get the mercury out, I had to put it through
the same process to get the gold. So it all goes together. The Timbers and all that come out of the
ground, they get stacked off to the side and they get sent off. Same thing to just be reclaimed or
whatever they do with them when they get there. But it's not cleaning or mining, it's all one big
process. While they're done simultaneous.

Allen: So you get all the fluid out the mine, do you fill it back up when you get through?
Bush: What do you mean fluid?
Allen: Water, anything, you got down there.

Bush: When | open up the shafts they've all collapsed. So it's all the sidewalls of the shaft, the
upper walls, it's now all degraded rock really, rock that they left behind that the other veins came
up through. So there's no water down there, everything's collapsed in, | open them up, that stuff
gets piled off, Clay goes back in the hole. And then | open up the next section. And everything
that I process eventually becomes the topsoil after it's all cleaned. Now when it's all said and
done, | got to reclamation my ponds. Because | do get creosote from the shafts leach into the
ponds. So | have to deal with that kind of stuff, the mining acids in the ponds, which all that'll
then get filtered and processed later on. Hopefully, I'll be there for a while making money, |
won't have to worry about it.

Bickford: You did say that the inspector comes out regularly, how often weekly, monthly?
Bush: He has a number of inspections that he does for me comes out a little more often. Because

I've been doing upgrades. So when | complete certain things, I'll call him up and say, I'll send
him pictures of it. And then he'll come out and take a look. Just to see how those upgrades are.
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And everything's out of the way. Every time before | start up the new systems, he'll come out and
give it a once over make sure everything's good. Otherwise, he's usually about every three
months or so. All depends if | need him, he'll come out sooner.

Bickford: So in other words, you have the ability to call and he'll come in shorter time.

Bush: If | have a problem or a question. I call him email. I'm texting him, whatever. | don't know
how he has the time to answer me. But he always does.

Bickford: Got another question. We have some old abandoned copper mines in Buckingham. Do
you reclamation them? Or is it enough money in it to do it?

Bush: Usually there's some gold associated with the copper, it's possible. | haven't investigated
any of them to know if it would be worth it. Although they say copper is the new gold eventually
SO.

Bickford: Going in the right direction. That's for sure. In your opinion. | don't know you gave us
a quick summary opinion of Aston Bay. We've had speakers here before that said gold will
probably have to get to $5,000 an ounce before they could justify. In your opinion is that about
the same?

Bush: For what they have there.

Bickford: Before they could justify mining some of the veins that they have found a
Buckingham.

Bush: By the numbers that I just quick did looking at it you're talking pretty close to that. It
would definitely have to more than double where it is now. Unless they found more. But again,
even if they find more, it has to be continuous. Because otherwise you cant absorb the cost of
going underground in that one big long run. So if it's 200 yards the other way, now they have to
reabsorb tunneling costs. There's a lot of factors that come into it.

Bickford: It was just basically an estimate from one of the speakers we had back a couple years
ago when we had some mining experts come through. And that was just a comment he made.

Bush: And there's a lot of regulation on that, especially when you go underground. That becomes
very expensive.

Bickford: I assume that’s why the open pit is more functional, economical?

Bush: Open pit it depends. You have to have that really big deposit. If you look at the open pits
they do out west, where you'll see it stepped down. Usually they're in rock the whole way. And

they use that as their haul road. You'll see the trucks going around the circle as they come to the
top like a corkscrew. If you go by Virginia regulations and don't hold me 100% of this because |
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may be a little bit off but if they were to go 400 feet to that vein and I'm talking just to center
point of the vein not room to work. Because you're 400 feet deep, if they were able to get away
with a 45 degree angle of repose, which I would suspect they'd have to go on a much shallower
decline, probably more like a 32. Now, you'd be a foot out for every foot down. So when you're
400 feet straight down to the vein, you're 400 feet wide to this side, this side, and then however,
you got to go on the other side. So easiest way, | guess to explain it is when you're mining,
especially gold mining. To get to your body or your source, you want to move as little tonnage as
possible, as cheap as possible. When you get to your ore body, you want to move as much as
possible, as fast as possible. So it just doesn't pay to go after that little tiny vein, or the $100 bill
on the bottom of the pool. Moving all that tonnage because then you have to put it back. Again,
gets expensive, rather quick, you need the area to store all that material. | mean, it's an exorbitant
cost and fuel alone doing that type of operation just to go that deep. You really need a good
deposit. Most of the big deposits that are you know, those big massive pits, they're not very deep
before they hit their ore body. And they're running it the whole way down. But again, they're also
mining mostly or I should say in most cases, gold that you can't see with the naked eye. Or it's
very small. There's just a whole lot of it in one big area. Then it's worth it. We don't have those
types of deposits here. We're veins.

Bickford: Any other questions from commissioners from Mr. Bush just to reiterate your
operation for reclamation there is no distinguishing you from mining? Correct?

Bush: No, when | do my permits, | am an open pit gold mine period. My operation side of it |
remine in reclamation but under state definitions under state regulations you know permitting, |
am an open pit gold mine my regulations that I have to follow as a two-person operation is
identical to Kyanite Boxley or any of the big quarries. | get no less you know it's not easier on
me regulatory wise. Everything is the exact same.

Bickford: Any other? Mr. Bush really appreciate you coming.

Bush: Do you want me to talk anything about cyanide or what | know about any stuff?

Bickford: You're welcome to talk a few minutes about that if you'd like to.

Bush: I mean, is there a concern over the cyanide usage?

Bickford: There is.

Bush: I'm no cyanide expert but | know a good bit about it. I use it out west with a buddy of
mine who uses it there. Cyanide is like | said it's only used on very small gold. The microscopic
stuff for flour gold, they don't use it on big gold. It oxidizes very rapidly. Air sun and water
causes it to oxidize rapid. Smaller gold is used on that because they only have so much time for it
to process because it's constantly getting weaker. When it hits the environment, it degrades

rapidly. So usually, you know you're | think the National Academy touched on this in their
report. The spills are always the damage that's done is always acute. Its immediate. Because it
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rapidly degrades the more water it comes in contact with. Now to give an idea here in
Buckingham, we're not out west so out west they can use it they've got a long way before they hit
people, here it may get weaker before it hits the James it's not going to hit wells most likely. But
you have a lot of people that boat to James fish to James that kind of thing. They may come in
contact with it. That's a good possibility. Now I'm not for banning anything. But if there was
really something that you wanted to just put the squash on the whole thing so you didn't have to
worry about it. Ban the cyanide process, no one's ever going to use it anyway. We don't have the
deposits for it. Banning the process alone is not banning cyanide because it's in pesticides,
herbicides, you'd have all kinds of probably legal issues there. As a matter of fact, it's used
heavily on fruit trees. So if anybody eats cherries, don't chew the pits and swallow them. More
than three cherry pits if you chew them and swallow them, you'll experience cyanide poisoning.
Same thing with Apple, pears, and apricots, all fruit trees are sprayed with cyanide chemicals.
Actually, the biggest... cigarette smoke if anybody smokes. The biggest cause for cyanide
poisoning in the US is actually smoke inhalation from house fires. Because all the vinyl flooring
installations have cyanide. Banning that process alone, like I said, from the beginning, when |
was talking to the National Academy and others just banned that process. No one's gonna use it.
No one uses it now and has no plans on it. That's probably the easiest solution to the whole thing.
But at the same time, you all have the power to put those stipulations. You can require bonding,
you know, based on certain operation types or whatever. | know there was a situation | believe it
was in Louisa a number of years back where they were required. The moss mine that I'm on,
another man was trying to open it before me. the reason that I'm there now. The County of
Goochland told him they would give him the CU. But for what he wanted to do, and he wasn't
using chemicals, they could just tell he didn't know what he was doing. He had to put up a
$300,000 bond in order to get his CU. And that was separate from the state direct to the county.
But you all have that ability as well on a situation by situation basis that require certain bonding.
There's a lot of different options there. You know. | can't believe your out questions.

Kapuscinski: I don't want to bore everybody.

Dorrier: Id like to Mr. Saunders. He's been nice enough to come up here tonight. Again, what
what his take is on what you do and how you interact with him. And that would help me.

Bush: Yeah, he's been out to the mine he's seen it.
Dorrier: I'd like to get his view about it.

Bickford: Thank you, Paul. Paul, thank you for speaking. You gave good information to us.
Thank you so much.

Paul Saunders: Paul Saunders of Virginia Department of Energy's manager of safety and
permitting. Best answer | can give you is Mr. Bush, to the best of my knowledge is in
compliance with Virginia, mine law and safety and health regulations. Public Information, such
as any reports or violations or anything such as that would be available to you through the
Freedom of Information Act, and we can definitely get that to you. But you know, we can’t have
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opinions. | ill address one question that came up earlier. Minimum inspection schedules, 3
regular reclamation inspections per year, one reclamation renewal inspection per year in one
state. If that helps answer your question that's at a minimum, as Mr. Bush indicated, depending
upon what he's doing, we definitely can have an inspector out there and more frequent. Probably
didn't answer your question. But as | said,

Dorrier: | just wanted to see how you are involved with him and how you got along with him.

Saunders: We get along fine. You know, as | said, | appreciate what he's doing. Just like, like
what y'all heard up here. You know, the idea of mining and reclaiming own abandoned mine
works is a good thing.

Bickford: Any other questions for Paul while hes up here? Paul, thanks so much. Appreciate
you. Thank you for coming sir. And again, Miss Bush, thank you for your talk appreciate that so
much.

Bush: Anybody has any questions later on feel free to ask.

Bickford: Alright, very good. You may be taken up on that. That was our only speaker for
tonight. So that brings us to our commissioners. Think we have four that attended the planning
and would like to give a little critique of what they been through so far on their training. Joyce
you want to lead off. I know you got notes.

Gooden: | have notes, you're right, | have notes. I'm like, | have a couple of things. And thank
you, Miss Edmondson, appreciate you setting up the class. And making it possible for us to be
able to just walk into the classroom, registrations and everything all set up. So | appreciate that. |
like the class, the class was set to just say a good time was had by all know sounds good. But the
class | recommend that we discuss that each new opponent appointee have to take a form of land
use course, and come back and report to the board about the workshop. There are some things
that they talked about reviewing the comprehensive plan and zoning ordinances. And we have
not reviewed that as a group. And I think that would be something that good that we should be
doing. Also, there was a zoning matrix. And I had text Miss Edmondson from the class about a
zoning matrix. And what it does, it's kind of a cheat sheet. But it has a grid with easy land use
rather than the flipping through that, that document that we have with the zoning. And in my
time here, I'm not as familiar, | have to look up everything. But the matrix has a it's like a grid,
and it just has land uses on one axis. And then and then whether or not is permitted. And so all
you have to do is set Okay, | want to have a retail shop, and then go down to where it and where
it meets, you can find whether or not it's permitted, or you need a special use permit to do that,
it's something a little easier, that gives you the larger details of whether you can do... have
something is permitted in a particular area. And then you can find if it's not permitted, fine. If
you want to read the fine print, then we can go to that larger manual that we have. That was
something else. And then there was another Marion County has their matrix. When you go to the
government, the county website, or the Marion County, Marion virginia.org, it has a matrix that
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you look at the heading by alphabet. So if you wanted to, again, put a retail shop you could have,
I'd go to retail, or if you want to put up a house just you go on to H's down to housing, and it tells
you where you can put you know what areas you can build a house in which areas you can't just
build a house. So | would like something see something like that for this county. That's one
thing. We had several speakers and so what | had to take away was how much research more
research that I need to do about Buckingham County. We've talked about the business corridor,
but you know, the land use maps | would love to add that to review that but reviewing it as a
group because we all come to I guess this meeting with different thoughts and land use like the
course we have two books to read we have to attend another Planning Commission and report on
their actions. And so that gives us more insight to what you can and can't do. One of my
takeaways or was that if they presented a correct application, and everything was correct on
application, there's not a way that we can actually hold them up and say the instructor called it
you can't do things to spite I just don't want you to do that there. Can’t really do that. I thought
that was just like, okay, but more of us looking at the long term vision for Buckingham County,
rather than the short term of what they immediately bring to us as | want Airbnb. And to me,
that's the short term, the long term is looking at the comprehensive plan, and being able to look
at that in developing, you know, our, our vision for Buckingham County. JD?

Crews: Yeah, you covered a lot of it. I mean, | enjoyed the class the main thing | kind of got out
of it was just, you know, that we need to stick to our comprehensive plan. And, you know, try to
avoid any spot zoning, and you know, only give conditional use permits to people that, you
know, their operation is going to really benefit the community and not just benefit them
themselves. You know, if it doesn't go with the comprehensive plan. And I guess the other thing
| kind of got out of it was, he was talking about road striping I think there's a lot of that in
Buckingham County. Oh, yeah. So | think that's kind of a problem. And so we need to try to
work on as well. How about you Pete?

Kapuscinski: You’ve said it all.
Bickford: Danny you went, did you have anything you want to add or they covered it all?
Allen: They done good.

Gooden: We were looking at the road stripping, especially hindsight looking at the development.
And just, we still have two books to read.

Bickford: Yall go back in May?

Gooden: May. Right. But between now and then we have to attend another Planning
Commission. I'm curious, has anybody decided on where to go?

Kapuscinski: | looked at the dates for the Prince Edward and Commonwealth, and they're both
within the time that we have to go back. So that's those are the two that | can go to.
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Gooden: | was trying to look at something that was close to Buckingham and | was really
thinking about Appomattox County. And looking at...actually, we saw planning for Albemarle,
county Nelson. And just looking at some of the quarters and looking at how they their areas were
developed. It was like, oh, and it made me think more about Nelson. That county seat | think is
Lovington. But they have wineries. They have Nellie Ford. We don't have wineries or Nellie ford
knocking on our door. And that's why you're saying Cumberland just like well, what does
Cumberland have what's closer to Buckingham to see what kind of issues they had. That's what |
was thinking about. But I am looking forward to going back to the class. And I'm looking
forward to finishing the books because the planning one on one book that they gave us actually
gave the history of planning. You know, we could do what we wanted to and why we started
setting up rules, and then why you give special use permits. Again, | found that interesting.

Bickford: Very good. Sounds like a very beneficial ones that attended. I will say Just a quick
comment that we're in getting ready to start the process of the comprehensive plans. So a lot of
the questions and comments you made Joyce as well as the others will apply for that.

Kapuscinski: With regard to the comprehensive plan, what? How does that work? And how
does it involve us?

Bickford: Introduction is, what April 10 correct our work session. And normally what they'll do,
they're going to go through the whole comprehensive plan.

Kapuscinski: This is an outside source?

Bickford: Right and they'll take it section by section, and they'll meet with us work session.
Sometimes it's usually it's a little farther into the process and maybe a joint meeting with the
board of supervisors and the planning commission. And | assume they will still follow that
pattern.

Kapuscinski: The whole commission or just a couple of people?

Bickford: The whole Commission, And what they do, they'll make, they'll tell you what we've
already got and they'll tweak it a little bit but then they bring it back to us whilst being a planning
commission and ask okay, let's go over this. And you know, if you see something that you feel,
they either omit it or you want to change, we do that, and then when that section is done and we
feel good about that. Normally, if I remember correctly, it has been a long time since, it moves
on, that section will go to the Board of Supervisors. And we started another section. And it's just
it's it's a work in process. And you do it that way. In the meantime, too. In the in the process,
there's usually, I'm not sure if we did that last year with stakeholder meetings,Right. And then it's
just an invitation to the county residents to come in and speak on what's you know, anything like
they got, as we're working through it to maybe help us along and maybe work into the
comprehensive plan to add or something.
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Kapuscinski: Ultimately does that have to be approved by | mean, that's not something that
publicly has to be approved, right?

Edmondston: Its a 30 day review period.

Bickford: But they're familiar with it it's not like it's being kept from them. | mean, they're there.
They have the ability to be involved as much as they want to.

Kapuscinski: Essentially, on a section by section basis. It's an iterative process you go through
in the planning commission and totat will be involved. | got it. Okay.

Gooden: This is five year review, right?

Bickford: It's supposed to be five every five years | think we're just a tad behind on schedule, but
we're trying to make up right.

Gooden: But I'm just saying we have a three-year wrench thrown in everything that we've done.

Bickford: So, but it's supposed to be reviewed and the changes, additions, whatever, every five
years and that’s state law.

Gooden: But we have a we have a grace period because we are working on it.

Bickford: Correct. As long as you're working on it. They will work with you. Any other things
from Commission's? Seeing none do | have a motion to adjourn?

Kapuscinski: So moved.
Dorrier: Second.

Bickford: Motion and a second to adjourn. All in favor, raise your right hand. We are adjourned.
Thank yall.

Commissioner Kapuscinski moved, Commissioner Dorrier seconded, and was unanimously
carried by the Commission to adjourn the meeting.

There being no further business, Chairman Bickford declared the meeting adjourned.

ATTEST:

Nicci Edmondston John Bickford

Zoning Administrator Chairman
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Buckingham County Planning Commission
April 24, 2023
Administration Building
6:00 PM
Introduction Case 23-ZTASUP326

Owner/Applicant:  Landowner  David Christian
287 Boxwood Dr
Arvonia VA 23004

Applicant Marci Lowrance
246 Boxwood Dr
Arvonia VA 23004

Property Information: Tax Map 68, Parcel 37, containing approximately 25.714 acres, located
at 59 Gold Hill Elementary School Road New Canton VA 23123, Marshall Magisterial District.

Zoning District: Light Industrial (M-1)

Request: The Applicant wishes to Add a Zoning Text Amendment for a Private Recreational
Facility to a list of Special Uses in a Light Industrial M1 Zoning District and Apply for a Special Use
Permit for that purpose.

Background/Zoning Information: This property is located at 59 Gold Hill Elementary School Road
New Canton VA 23123, Marshall Magisterial District. The landowner is David Christian and the
Applicant is Marci Lowrance. This property is zoned Light Industrial M1. Currently, this is a use
not provided for in this Zoning District within The Zoning Ordinance, however the applicant has
made application to add this use through a Zoning Text Amendment, Private Recreational Facility,
to a list of Special Uses in a Light Industrial M1 Zoning District. The Applicant is applying for a
Special Use Permit for this purpose. This use may be permitted by the Buckingham County Board
of Supervisors by a Zoning Text Amendment and a Special Use Permit following recommendation
by the Planning Commission in accordance with this ordinance and the Code of Virginia. The
Planning Commission may recommend and the Board may impose conditions to ensure
protection of the district if both the Zoning Text Amendment and the Special Use Permit are
approved. The application and narrative are attached.

Below are conditions that you may consider attaching to the request if approved:

1. That all federal, state and local regulations, ordinances and laws be strictly adhered to.

2. Right of ways and roadway shoulders shall not be used for parking.



3. The property shall be kept neat and orderly.

4. That the applicant pursues a commercial solid waste container and follow the County Solid
Waste Ordinance.

5. That all documentation submitted by the applicant in support of this special use permit
request becomes a part of the conditions except that any such documentation that may be
inconsistent with these enumerated conditions shall be superseded by these conditions.

6. Nothing in this approval shall be deemed to obligate the County to acquire any interest in
property, to construct, maintain or operate any facility or to grant any permits or approvals
except as may be directly related hereto.

7. The County Zoning Administrator and one other County staff member, as appointed by the
County Administrator, shall be allowed to enter the property, with proper notice, if a complaint
is registered against the property for noncompliance with this permit. Any complaints not solely
related to this permit will be given to the appropriate department or agency.

8. In the event that any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason whatever,
such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall remain in full
force and effect, and for this purpose, the provisions of this are hereby declared to be severable

9. That any infraction of the above mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and
discontinuation of the special use permit, if it be the wishes of the Board of Supervisors.

10. That the applicant(s) and landowner(s) understands the conditions and agrees to the
conditions.
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