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A Letter From The Parks Director:

The parks provided a place for people to go when the COVID-19
pandemic forced the closure of many locations in 2020. People were
still able to enjoy nature, exercise, and connect in a safe way. Even
though we were unable to rent our shelters or host annual events,
the youth sports groups were able to participate in practices and
games. With everyone working together to ensure safety measures
were followed, we were able to host 775 events.
I would like to take a moment to thank the Bath Park Board, the
University of Akron Field Station, Bath Volunteers for Service, and the
Bath Community Fund for their continued support of Bath Parks. In
November, a new restroom was installed at the Chief Logan trailhead.
Planning for this project started a few years ago and the Park Board
was instrumental in securing funding by writing grants. They received
donations totaling $8,500.00 from the Bath Community Fund, while
also contributing $5,600.00 in donations from Running Forward
Giving Back, Fairlawn Dermatology, and various individuals. The Park
Board also received a $500.00 donation from the Bath Volunteers for
Service for this year’s Fall Into Nature: Discover Bath Nature Preserve
event. The continued support of these organizations is very much
appreciated.
As we venture into 2021, residents and visitors can look forward to
another wonderful year in the Parks. We plan to continue to make
improvements to our trail system, crack seal and re-color the tennis
courts at Bath Hill Park, and work with community groups on future
projects. We are working with Alexander and John Landis, as well as
the Summit County Astronomy Club to install an informational solar
system walk along the existing North Fork Trail.
I hope to see everyone out enjoying the Parks in 2021.
Sincerely,

ALAN GARNER
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Park Director/Assistant Service Director

ADMINISTRATION
Despite the challenges faced in 2020 as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Bath Township
as a community continued its forward momentum, culminating the year in reflecting on both
the challenges it faced and successes achieved. Through it all, township employees worked
diligently to provide the ver y best in ser vice to residents and businesses alike.
The Township Trustees, Fiscal Officer, department heads, Executive Assistant and
Administrator continue to work on developing goals and objectives for the year ahead,
applying strategies that will help keep our residents safe and ensure continuity of township
ser vices. We do this with the understanding that, in the future, there are new challenges
we will face as a community. These challenges will drive each and ever y one of us to work
toward resolving issues in the most effective and efficient ways possible. Local governments
do their best to manage limited resources and in Bath Township, elected officials and
employees remain committed to making decisions which ser ve the best interests of the
community. The future of our community is driven by a desire to see our plans through
and a promise to achieve our goals. With important initiatives ser ving as the backdrop
for continued progress, our community will focus on the important initiatives we’ve set in
progress.
With many significant accomplishments in the past year, 2021 offers renewed opportunity to
build upon our accomplishments as a community. We’re confident our township will continue
to flourish as we devote our energy to community goals and work to bring them to fruition.

Administration Goals for 2021:
Examine existing facilities and prioritize capital improvements with
efficiency and longevity at the forefront.
Improvement of community focal points along the Heritage Corridor to
create, enhance, or sustain a strong township.
Adopt a plan to ensure the stability of township departments through
personnel staffing. There are a number of key positions throughout the
township currently held by employees who are eligible to retire.
Work with all FOP on wage reopener, and IAFF/IBT to negotiate contracts
at the end of the year.
Work with Health Insurance broker on ensuring stability in costs.
COVID planning with SCPH to adapt to ongoing changes throughout the
year.
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2020: A Year in Review
POLICE DEPARTMENT
In our police department, the school resource
officer (SRO) program continues to be a
tremendous asset to the community, marking
its seventh year in the Revere School District
With a police officer in the Revere School
District, the township police department is
able to respond promptly to emergencies and
also help to address problems even before
they start. The program commenced in 2013
through a partnership between the Village
of Richfield, the Revere School District and
Bath Township. The entities recently agreed to
extend the program ensuring continuity.
The Bath Police Department continues to
provide excellent ser vice to our community.
As of December 31, 2020, the department
addressed 15,082 calls for ser vice. This
includes 299 alarm drops and officers
responded to 374 traffic crashes. Community
policing is an integral part of patrol operations.
There were 9,023 policing checks in 2020.
These community policing checks include
park and walk preventative patrols and school
checks. There were 192 individuals booked
and processed through the police department,
with a total of 332 criminal charges filed.
Patrol personnel issued 46 OVI (operating a
vehicle while under the influence) charges, and
made 55 theft and 12 drug arrests. There were
three burglaries and two robberies reported.
No sexual assaults were reported.
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PARKS DEPARTMENT
Bath Township Parks continue to be a popular
destination for residents and visitors to the
community. While the pandemic forced the
township to suspend shelter rentals at the
Bath Baseball Park and Bath Community
Park, there were 25 shelter reser vations prior
to March 2020, along with 750 scheduled
field sporting events that took place in
the township’s parks. Activity in the Bath
Parks saw a 43% decrease as compared to
2019 totals. Managing the township parks
are a full-time Parks Director, two full-time
employees, and several seasonal employees.

ZONING DEPARTMENT
Commercial and residential construction
were also a large part of community growth.
The township zoning department issued 188
permits, including 19 for new residential, one
new commercial, eight subdivision permits
and other miscellaneous permits. Compared
to 2019, there was a 38% increase in permits
issued in 2020, including permits for five
additional new homes. With the introduction
of the exclusive waste hauling contract with
Rumpke, 4513.2 tons of waste was generated.
More importantly residents generated 1218.77
tons of recyclable materials, keeping these
materials out of landfills.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

ROAD DEPARTMENT

In the township fire department, there were
1383 calls for fire and EMS ser vice. Of those
calls, 453 were related to fire runs and 925
EMS runs, with 5 additional miscellaneous
calls for ser vice. The fire department’s
aggressive commercial inspection program
continues to address general business
inspections in the area. Fire suppression
systems, interior fire access and other safety
compliance issues were examined in the
inspections.

As for the township road department, crews
paved 2.85 miles of #405 motor paving with an
additional .10 miles of #448 hot mix asphalt.
The ser vice department received 338 total
ser vice requests and resolved 316 requests.
1166 tons of road salt were used during the
2019/2020 snow and ice season.
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IN OTHER NEWS
Discovery Day, March 20,
at the Bath Nature Preserve
The Vernal Equinox will occur on March 20th, a perfect
day to introduce the new permanent Solar System
Walk at the Bath Nature Preserve (BNP). Beginning
at 4160 Ira Road, the Ira trailhead of the North Fork
Trail will feature signs depicting the sun, the nine
planets, and the asteroid belt. Each step you take
will represent a million miles in space as the 1.3-mile
trail winds over to the Bath Community Park, 1615 N.
Cleveland-Massillon Rd. Local artist, Alexander Landis,
created the educational planet signs using a multi-layer
digital design to represent the Roman or Greek god
or goddess for whom each planet was named with a
NASA image of every planet as the head. The signs
were purchased with a Summit County Community
Grant.

Community Gardens
Interested gardeners may choose a 10’ x
10’ garden plot in the Community Garden
located at Bath Nature Preserve (4160 Ira
Road). Garden plots are open to only Bath
Residents and cost $25 each. To rent a
garden plot and obtain a full list of rules
and regulations, visit
https://www.bathtownship.org/government/
departments_and_divisions/parks_division/
community_garden.php

Celebrating 20 years since the BNP was opened, the
Bath Park Board will host this day of fun from 9 to 3.
You can study the Solar System signs and participate
in Spring into Nature by discovering thirty signs that
feature flora or fauna and a fun fact about each
species. The signs, created by Dr. Lara Roketenetz,
John Landis, and UAFS Americorps member, Dani
Jacobs will be placed along the North Fork Trail, Bridle
Trail, Tamarack Trail, and the road to the University of
Akron Field Station. In conjunction with the signs, there
will be Discovery Cards at the trailheads to record your
sightings. The cards can be filled out and submitted to
the University of Akron Field Station for a small prize.
These signs will remain in the BNP through April.
Dr. Roketenetz, along with John and Alexander Landis,
are publishing a Bath Bird Blitz book, paid for with
a Bath Community Fund grant. The book profiles 80
colorful photographs of birds commonly found at the
BNP. In addition, there is a checklist at the back of
the book of 190 birds that have been observed at the
preserve. The Bath Bird Blitz will be available at the
trailheads on March 20 for $20, cash or check.
Photos courtesy of John Landis
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VIRTUAL MEETINGS

DIRECTORY
Administration Offices ...................330-666-4007
Service/Parks ................................330-665-5066
Police (Non-Emergency) .................330-666-3736
Fire (Non-Emergency) ....................330-666-3738
Rumpke (Trash) .............................800-828-8171

The community is invited to join and participate in
Bath Township’s public meetings throughout the
month of March and will be held virtually via ZOOM,
a meeting application. For those who may not have
access to a computer or tablet, a dial-in link is
available for participation.

*Reminder: Please keep your microphones muted and
video cameras off during virtual meetings.

Simple Recycling ...........................866-835-5068
Summit County Building Dept .........330-630-7280

Appearance Review Commission

Monday, March 1, 2021 at 5:00 PM
Meeting ID: 977 5525 1137
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Passcode: 245285

Board of Trustees – Work Sessions

ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mondays at 9:30 AM
Meeting ID: 915 7614 1033
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Passcode: 750008

Board of Trustees – Regular Session

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Becky Corbett, President
bcorbett@bathtownship.org
Elaina E. Goodrich, Vice-President egoodrich@bathtownship.org
James N. Nelson, Trustee
jnelson@bathtownship.org

FISCAL OFFICER
Sharon A. Troike

stroike@bathtownship.org

Monday, March 8, 2021 at 7:00 PM
And Monday, March 22, 2021 at 4:00 PM
Meeting ID: 916 3176 7285
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Password: 059138

Water and Sewer District Board

Monday, March 15, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Meeting ID: 916 3176 7285
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Password: 059138

Board of Zoning Appeals

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 7:00 PM
Meeting ID: 963 6249 8281
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Password: 383066

Zoning Commission

Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Meeting ID: 976 0424 3627
Phone: +1 929-205-6099 | Passcode: 146614
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