




DRAFT minutes August 3, 2020 Athens Regional Municipal Planning Commission Meeting  

1. Recommendation on rezoning request by GA Cumberland Association of Seventh Day 
Adventists, Inc. to change a parcel identified as Tax Map 066H Group A Parcel 075.00 
located at 708 Knight Road from B-3 Intensive Business District to R-2 Medium Density 
Residential containing approximately 0.34 acres.  
 
Mr. David Wendt introduced himself as the Pastor.  
 
Mr. Casteel said this parcel was probably annexed into the City of Athens as Commercial, 
but the home was built in 1935, according to Tennessee Real Estate Database. The Church 
has owned it since 1992 and used it as its parsonage. It has been used as a residence. They 
are now ready to sell to another private entity.  
 
Mr. Casteel said they ran across this before when it comes to single family homes in a 
commercial district, they cannot gain conventional financing because they cannot rebuild 
the structure. They are asking to rezone to R-2 (Medium density) which is located across 
the street. Staff does not have any issues with it.  
 
Chairman Hamilton asked if there were any other residences in that B-3 (Intensive 
Business District). 
 
Multiple people answered yes. There was some more discussion about other residential 
structures in the area.  

 
 MOTION: Recommend to approve the rezoning request.  
 
      MADE: Eric Newberry  
 SECOND: Janice Hardaway  
       VOTE:   Unanimous  

 MOTION PASSED  
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1. Recommendation on rezoning request by GA Cumberland Association of Seventh Day
Adventists, Inc. to change a parcel identified as Tax Map 066H Group A Parcel 075.00
located at 708 Knight Road from B-3 Intensive Business District to R-2 Medium Density
Residential containing approximately 0.34 acres.

This parcel was developed with a single-family detached dwelling in 1935 according the 

Tennessee Real Estate Database. It was annexed into the city with this use already in place. It 

has been used residentially since they purchased it in 1992 according to the owners and the use 
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is grandfathered in under current zoning regulations.  The problem with property’s zoning 

concerns the issue if they are destroyed, they cannot be rebuilt under our current zoning code.  

This in turn causes certain financial institutions to not loan money on them because the 

investment cannot be ensured in case of an event that destroys the property beyond 51% of its 

fair market value. They have the property sold to someone who want to continue to use is as a 

single-family home.  

Staff recommends approval of the rezoning request from to B-3 Intensive Business to R-2 
Medium Density Residential.  

Leslie McKee
Text Box




