
OVERSIGHT BOARD TO THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY OF THE 
PORTERVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

SPECIAL MEETING 
CITY HALL, 291 NORTH MAIN STREET 

HAMAMATSU CONFERENCE ROOM 
PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 

APRIL 3, 2013, 8:30 A.M.  
 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
This is the time to address the Oversight Board on any matter, whether or not it appears on 
this agenda. No action will be taken on any item not on the agenda unless the Oversight Board 
makes a determination that an emergency exists or that the need to take action on the item 
rose subsequent to the posting of the agenda.  Public comments shall be limited to a 
maximum of three (3) minutes per person and an overall time period of fifteen minutes for 
items not considered on the regular agenda. 
 
SCHEDULED MATTERS 

1. Oversight Board Minutes of February 25, 2013 
 
2. Swearing in of New Board Member 

 
3. Professional Legal Services Fee Agreement 

 Re:  Considering approval of the Fee Agreement for Professional Legal Services with 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP for representation of the Successor Agency Oversight Board in 
litigation with the County of Tulare regarding the 2010 Amendment to Redevelopment 
Plan for the Redevelopment Project Area No. 1. 
 

4. Status Update Regarding Department of Finance Review of Non-Housing Fund 
Balance Reports 
Re:  Informational report regarding the Department of Finance’s findings pertaining to 
the Non-Housing Fund Balance Reports. 
 

5. Scheduling of Future Meetings for the Oversight Board  
 

CHAIR AND BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, 
if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this 
agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Office of City Clerk at (559) 
782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate 
alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 
 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Oversight Board after distribution 
of the agenda packet are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the 
Office of City Clerk, 291 North Main Street, Porterville, CA 93257, and on the City’s website at 
www.ci.porterville.ca.us. 
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OVERSIGHT BOARD TO THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY OF THE 
PORTERVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
CITY HALL, 291 NORTH MAIN STREET 
HAMAMATSU CONFERENCE ROOM 

PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
FEBRUARY 25, 2013, 9:30 A.M.  

 
Called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 
*Roll Call: Lupe Diaz 
  Mike Ennis 
  John Hess 
  Steve Tree 
Absent: Rosa Carlson 
 
* One vacant seat due to the departure of Joseph A. Stewart from Sierra View District 
Hospital.  (Ms. Donna Hefner from Sierra View District Hospital attended the meeting; 
however, subsequent to the conclusion of the meeting, Ms. Hefner indicated that she had 
not been appointed by the hospital’s board to represent Sierra View and had attended the 
meeting in an unofficial capacity.)   
 
 Community Development Director Brad Dunlap phoned Successor Agency Legal 
Counsel Vanessa Locklin who attended via teleconference. 
 
 Nina Dong from the Office of Tulare County Counsel was also present to address 
the Oversight Board with regard to Item No. 4. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 None 
 
SCHEDULED MATTERS 
 1. OVERSIGHT BOARD MINUTES OF JANUARY 10, 2013 
 
Recommendation: That the Oversight Board approve the Minutes of January 10, 2013. 
 
BOARD ACTION: MOVED by Member Hess, SECONDED by Member Ennis, that  
 the Oversight Board approve the Minutes of January 10, 2013.  
 
 AYES:  Diaz, Ennis, Hess, Snavely, Tree 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 ABSENT: Carlson 
 
Documentation: M.O. 01-022513 
Disposition: Approved. 
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 2. OVERSIGHT BOARD REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PROPOSED 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET 
 
Recommendation: That the Oversight Board: 
 1. Approve the Successor Agency’s proposed Administrative 

Budget for the period of July 1, 2013, through December 31, 
2013, prepared pursuant to Health & Safety Code Section 
34177(j); and 

 2. Adopt a Resolution approving the Administrative Budget and 
directing Successor Agency staff to submit the Administrative 
Budget to the California Department of Finance. 

 
 Community Development Director Brad Dunlap presented the staff report.  A 
discussion ensued as to the necessity of retaining legal counsel for the Board’s defense in 
the litigation pertaining to the amendment to the Redevelopment Project Area No. 1.  Also 
discussed was the idea of adopting the administrative budget and the ROPS, and then later 
filing amendments to account for any necessary increases in legal expenses.  When 
concerns were raised at the prospect of the Department of Finance (“DOF”) potentially not 
allowing amendments, the Board requested that Item No. 4 be presented prior to the 
approval of the budget and ROPS.   
 
 At the Board’s request, staff then presented Item No. 4. 
 
 4. LITIGATION WITH COUNTY OF TULARE REGARDING THE 2010 

AMENDMENT TO THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE PORTERVILLE 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA NO. 1 

 
Recommendation: That the Oversight Board receive the report and give staff any 

necessary direction. 
 
 Community Development Director Brad Dunlap presented the staff report, and 
introduced Ms. Nina Dong, Deputy County Counsel with Tulare County.  Ms. Dong 
presented the Board with a letter from County Counsel’s Office which was responsive to the 
Board’s request that the County dismiss the Board from its lawsuit.  As stated in County 
Counsel’s letter, Ms. Dong advised that the County considered the Successor Agency 
Oversight Board to be an “indispensible party” to the litigation, and therefore would not 
dismiss the Oversight Board from the lawsuit.   
 
 Mr. Dunlap advised that pursuant to previous Board direction, staff had made 
contact with three law firms to determine interest and availability in representing the 
Oversight Board in the lawsuit.  The three law firms were: Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart; 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP; and Alvarado Smith.  Mr. Dunlap indicated that all three firms were 
interested, and that the Board could proceed with selection in a number of ways.  A 
discussion ensued, after which the general consensus was to have those Board Members 
who had the least nexus to the litigation interview the law firms and then make a 
recommendation to the full Board at the next meeting. 
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BOARD ACTION: MOVED by Board Member Hess, SECONDED by Board Member 
Ennis, that the Board Members Carlson, Tree and Hefner form an ad 
hoc subcommittee to interview the three law firms and make a 
recommendation to the Board at its next meeting.   

 
  AYES: Diaz, Ennis, Tree, Hess, Snavely 
  NOES: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
  ABSENT: Carlson 
 
Documentation: M.O. 02-022513 
Disposition:  Ad hoc subcommittee formed. 
 
 The Board then returned to its consideration of Item No. 2. 
 

 2. OVERSIGHT BOARD REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PROPOSED 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET 

 
Recommendation: That the Oversight Board: 
 1. Approve the Successor Agency’s proposed Administrative 

Budget for the period of July 1, 2013, through December 31, 
2013, prepared pursuant to Health & Safety Code Section 
34177(j); and 

 2. Adopt a Resolution approving the Administrative Budget and 
directing Successor Agency staff to submit the Administrative 
Budget to the California Department of Finance. 

 
 A brief discussion took place with regard to how much the legal budget should be 
increased to accommodate the Board’s defense in the litigation.   
 
BOARD ACTION: MOVED by Member Tree, SECONDED by Member Diaz, that the 

Successor Agency Oversight Board approve the Successor Agency’s 
proposed Administrative Budget for the period of July 1, 2013, through 
December 31, 2013, prepared pursuant to Health & Safety Code 
Section 34177(j), as amended to add $15,000 for legal expenses 
relative to the litigation filed by Tulare County; and adopt a Resolution, 
as so amended, approving the Administrative Budget and directing 
Successor Agency staff to submit the Administrative Budget to the 
California Department of Finance. 

 
 AYES:  Diaz, Ennis, Hess, Snavely, Tree 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 ABSENT: Carlson 
 
Documentation: Oversight Board Resolution 2013-02 
Disposition:  Approved, as amended. 
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 3. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF RECOGNIZED OBLIGATION PAYMENT 

SCHEDULE (ROPS) 
 
Recommendation: That the Oversight Board: 
  1. Approve the Recognized Obligation Payment Schedule 13-14 

A (ROPS), provided that should any modification be required to 
the ROPS 13-14 A by the DOF, the Community Development 
Director and/or the Finance Director or their authorized 
designees shall be authorized to make any augmentation, 
modification, additions or revisions as may be necessary to 
conform the ROPS 13-14 A to requirements imposed by the 
DOF; and 

  2. Adopt the draft Oversight Board Resolution approving the 
ROPS 13-14 A for the period of July 1, 2013 through December 
31, 2013, and direct Successor Agency staff to submit the 
ROPS 13-14 A to the County Auditor-Controller, State 
Controller’s Office, and the DOF. 

 
 Mr. Dunlap presented the item and staff report.  A brief discussion ensued. 
 
BOARD ACTION: MOVED by Member Hess, SECONDED by Member Tree, that the 

Oversight Board approve the Recognized Obligation Payment 
Schedule 13-14 A (ROPS) as amended to add $15,000 for legal 
expenses relative to the litigation filed by Tulare County, provided that 
should any modification by required to the ROPS 13-14 A by the DOF, 
the Community Development Director and/or the Finance Director or 
their authorized designees shall be authorized to make any 
augmentation, modification, additions or revisions as may be 
necessary to conform the ROPS 13-14 A to requirements imposed by 
the DOF; and adopt the draft Oversight Board Resolution approving 
the ROPS 13-14 A for the period of July 1, 2013 through December 
31, 2013, as amended to add $15,000 for legal expenses relative to 
the litigation filed by Tulare County, and direct Successor Agency staff 
to submit the ROPS 13-14 A to the County Auditor-Controller, State 
Controller’s Office, and the DOF. 

 
  AYES: Diaz, Ennis, Tree, Hess, Snavely 
  NOES: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
  ABSENT: Carlson 
 
Documentation: Oversight Board Resolution No. 2013-03 
Disposition:  Approved, as amended. 
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 5. SCHEDULING OF FUTURE MEETINGS FOR THE OVERSIGHT BOARD  
 
BOARD ACTION: MOVED by Member Tree, SECONDED by Member Ennis, that the 

Oversight Board direct staff to work with the Board Members to 
schedule the next Oversight Board Meeting. 

 
Documentation: M.O. 03-022513 
Disposition:  Direction provided to staff.  
 
CHAIR AND BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 None 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 By general consensus, the Board Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 
 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Patrice Hildreth, Board Secretary 
 
 
____________________________ 
John Snavely, Chair  
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