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Arts Commission Meeting 

February 24, 2016 

Minutes 

 

Members present: Deana Worthington, Mel Gosage and Joan Givan.  

 

Absent/Excused: Judy Holloway 

 

Vacant: Three (3) seats 

 

Staff Present: Claudia Calderon, Christina Tank. Jenni Byers and Jason Ridenour via phone 

conference.  

 

Members of the Public: Donna Serna and Daniel Villa Rosa, arriving late during Item No. 4.  

 

Item No. 1 – CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 

The meeting was called to order by Deana Worthington at 5:33 p.m. Roll call was taken by each 

member stating their name for the record.  

 

Item No. 2 – ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There were no oral or written communications.  

 

Item No. 3 – ARTS COMMISSION MINUTES OF December 16, 2015 

 

COMMISSION ACTION 

  

MOVED by Mel Gosage and SECONDED by Joan Givan to accept the minutes for December 

16, 2015 as written.  

 

 AYES: 3 

 NOES: 0 

 ABSENT/EXCUSED: 1 

 No Discussion.  

 

Item No. 4 – CHAMBER MIXER – CANCELED BY CHAIR  

 

Deana Worthington announced that she canceled the March Chamber Mixer that the Arts 

Commission was supposed to hold because there was not enough time to plan the event. She 

informed the Commission that the Chamber had been contacting the Art Association instead of 

the Arts Commission which is why there was such late notice.  

 

Item No. 5 – FUTURE OF ARTS COMMISSION – Continue Discussion 
 

Deana Worthington informed the Commission that she attended the most recent City Council 

meeting and informed the Council about the lack of members and lack of interest from the 
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Community in becoming a member. She asked for their support, asked them to spread the word 

and invite anyone to attend.  

 

Item No. 6 – STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Continue discussion 

 

Daniel Villa Rosa asked Deana Worthington if it was permissible to be on two City 

Commissions. She asked him what two he was interested in and he said the Animal Control 

Commission and the Arts Commission. She informed that she didn’t think there was an issue 

with that provided the Commission meeting dates don’t conflict with each other.  

 

Mel Gosage asked the members of the public about their background in art. They each gave 

some background information.  

 

Item No. 7 – PROGRAMS TO BENEFIT CHILDREN – Continue Discussion 

 

Deana Worthington stated that the Commissioners were not able to get call-backs from school 

officials when trying to establish contact. Mel Gosage would like to pursue an “open mic night” 

at the Barn Theater for the youth, especially since the adult Mic Night was very successful. He is 

informed that it must go before City Council for final approval. Discussion is had about this 

project and a possible location. It is agreed for Mel Gosage to bring this back at the next meeting 

with something typed up. Jenni Byers stated that staff will bring a calendar of events from Parks 

and Leisure at the next Arts Commission meeting.  

 

Joan Givan would like more contact with local artists. She would like to partner with the Art 

Association to have events for local artists to come together and market their abilities. Deana 

Worthington reminded Joan Givan that the Commission has no funding so it would have to be 

funded by the Art Association, but she did think it was a good idea. Discussion is had about a 

possible event. Joan Givan asked for it to be thought about and brought back.  

 

Jenni Byers informed the Commission about a meeting during the lunch hour that the Porterville 

Chamber hosts every month called Business and Development that focuses on activities in the 

downtown area. She encouraged a member of the Arts Commission to attend this meeting. She 

also informed them that she and Jason are currently at a conference that focus on downtown 

events and are receiving some useful information.  

 

Item No. 8 – NEXT MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Jenni Byers informed the Commission that she has a conflict for the next three meetings. Deana 

Worthington also stated she has conflicts for the next two meeting dates. Discussion is had about 

this topic and possible dates.  

 

COMMISSION ACTION 

  

MOVED by Mel Gosage and SECONDED by Joan Givan to move the March meeting to March 

16, 2016 and the April meeting to April 20, 2016. 

 

 AYES: 3 
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 NOES: 0 

 ABSENT/EXCUSED: 1 

 No Discussion.  

 

Next meeting will be on March 16, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Jenni Byers brought up a new project for the Arts Commission to have, she spoke of the 

Porterville Hotel location needing a new fence and how art could be hung from that fence. Mel 

Gosage asked that more info be brought at the next Commission meeting. Jenni Byers strongly 

encouraged an Arts Commission member to attend every 2nd City Council meeting so that they 

can report during the time is set aside for the Commissions to report.  

 

Jenni Byers and Jason Ridenour leave the meeting at 6:20 pm as they have another meeting at 

their conference.  

 

Item No. 9 – OTHER MATTERS 

 

There are none. 

 

Item No. 10 – ADJOURN 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m. 
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